 
   
  
   
  
 
   
    
     
      
       
        
         
         	Skip to content
	Skip to search

 
        
 
       
 
      
 
     
 
    
 
   
 
    
    Megamenu mobile nav 
    	 Early childhood education 
      	 Information about working in or operating early childhood education services including outside school hours care. Plus, information for parents including how to choose a service and supporting your child for their transition to school.
 
	About ECE
	COVID-19 (coronavirus)
	Early childhood careers
	Parents and carers
	Educator resources
	Regulation and compliance
	Service leadership
	Service providers
	Engagement and insights

 
	 Schooling 
      	 Access info for students, parents and carers including: calendars, school operational status, key initiatives, visitor check-in procedures, and translated documents.
 
	Calendars
	COVID-19
	Non-government schools
	Parents and carers
	School community
	School operational status
	School visitor check-in
	Schooling initiatives
	Students
	Translated documents

 
	 Skills NSW 
      	 Skills NSW helps post high school students find courses in vocational training across a wide variety of industries and course providers.
 
	Search for training courses
	Short courses
	Explore industries, careers and courses
	NSW Fee-Free training
	Students and job seekers
	Apprentices and trainees
	Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples
	NSW Training Awards
	Recognise your trade skills
	Traineeships and apprenticeships
	I am still at school, what is available?
	Skills news

 
	 Teach NSW 
      	 The NSW Department of Education is committed to employing the best and brightest teachers who can teach and make a difference in NSW public schools. 
 
	Explore teaching as a career
	Get paid to study
	Become a teacher
	Find teaching jobs
	Enhance your career
	Beginning Teacher Information Hub
	Contact us
	News and events

 
	 Teaching and learning 
      	 NSW Department of Education's information on curriculum taught in NSW schools, Aboriginal education and communities & personalised support.
 
	Aboriginal Outcomes and Partnerships
	Animals in Schools
	Assessment
	Curriculum
	Education for a Changing World
	High potential and gifted education
	Learning remotely
	Multicultural education
	Professional Learning for schools
	Regional, rural and remote
	School Leadership Institute

 
	 About us 
      	 Learn about the NSW education department, who we are and how we operate. Explore our people, accountabilities, jobs, opportunities and much more.
 
	Careers at Education
	Contact the NSW Department of Education
	Department campaigns and initiatives
	EDConnect
	Educational data and research
	EFSG
	History of NSW government schools
	How we communicate
	Our facilities
	Our people and structure
	Strategies, reports and plans
	Technology

 
	News
	Policy library

 
    
    
     
      
       
        
        A NSW Government website - Education 
         
          
           
           
         
 
          
           
           Log in 
           	 Staff
 
             	Staff portal (Inside the department)

 
	 Students
 
             	Student portal
	Key links for students

 
	 Other users
 
             	Extranet

 
	 All users
 
             	Forgot password

 

 
          
 
         
 
        
 
       
 
      
 
     
 
      
     
 
      
      
      
       
        
         
            
            
            
            
        
 
         
          
           
            
            Notifications
 
             
               
           
 
            
             
             
             
 
            
 
            
              You have no notifications 
            
 
            
 
             
              
              
                {{notification.date}} 
              
 
               
                
                 
                 {{item.title}}
 
                  
                     
                   
                     Remove this notification  
                  
 
                 
 
                
 
                
                  {{item.description}} 
                
 
                Learn more  about {{item.title}}  External link   
               
 
              
 
             
 
            
 
           
 
          
 
         
 
        
 
         
          
           
            
            My Essentials
 
               
           
 
            
            
 
             
             
             
 
            
 
            
              You have no essentials 
            
 
             
              
               
                
                 
             
 
            
 
           
 
           
 
            
             Edit my essentials 
           
 
           
 
          
 
         
 
        
 
         
          
           
            
            Ask for help
 
               
           
 
            
             
             Contact EDConnect
 
              
              Contact EDConnect 
             
 
              
              Lodge an online ticket 
             
 
            
 
             
             Directory A to Z
 
              
              Find a department 
             
 
            
 
             
             How to guides
 
              
              How to A to Z 
             
 
            
 
           
 
          
 
         
 
        
 
         
          
           
            
               
           
 
            
            
              {{ initials }} 
            
 
            
              {{ firstName }} {{ lastName }} 
            
 
            
              Links 
            
 
            
 
             Staff portal (Inside the department)  
             Profile centre  
             Staff noticeboard  
            
              Security 
            
 
            
 
             Update my password  
             Security settings  
             Multi-factor authentication settings  
             Sign out  
            
              Website editors 
            
 
            
 
             Edit this page  
             
             
            
 
            
 
           
 
          
 
         
 
        
 
       
 
       
     
 
    
 
     
      
       
        
         
          
          Menu 
         
 
          
           
         
 
          
          SearchGlobal Search 
         
 
        
 
         
          
          
            Education 
          
 
         
 
        
 
         
          
           
           Global Search 
            
            
            
             
              
               
             
 
            
 
           
 
          
 
         
 
          
        
 
       
 
        
        Megamenu mobile nav 
        	 Early childhood education 
          	 Information about working in or operating early childhood education services including outside school hours care. Plus, information for parents including how to choose a service and supporting your child for their transition to school.
 
	About ECE
	COVID-19 (coronavirus)
	Early childhood careers
	Parents and carers
	Educator resources
	Regulation and compliance
	Service leadership
	Service providers
	Engagement and insights

 
	 Schooling 
          	 Access info for students, parents and carers including: calendars, school operational status, key initiatives, visitor check-in procedures, and translated documents.
 
	Calendars
	COVID-19
	Non-government schools
	Parents and carers
	School community
	School operational status
	School visitor check-in
	Schooling initiatives
	Students
	Translated documents

 
	 Skills NSW 
          	 Skills NSW helps post high school students find courses in vocational training across a wide variety of industries and course providers.
 
	Search for training courses
	Short courses
	Explore industries, careers and courses
	NSW Fee-Free training
	Students and job seekers
	Apprentices and trainees
	Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples
	NSW Training Awards
	Recognise your trade skills
	Traineeships and apprenticeships
	I am still at school, what is available?
	Skills news

 
	 Teach NSW 
          	 The NSW Department of Education is committed to employing the best and brightest teachers who can teach and make a difference in NSW public schools. 
 
	Explore teaching as a career
	Get paid to study
	Become a teacher
	Find teaching jobs
	Enhance your career
	Beginning Teacher Information Hub
	Contact us
	News and events

 
	 Teaching and learning 
          	 NSW Department of Education's information on curriculum taught in NSW schools, Aboriginal education and communities & personalised support.
 
	Aboriginal Outcomes and Partnerships
	Animals in Schools
	Assessment
	Curriculum
	Education for a Changing World
	High potential and gifted education
	Learning remotely
	Multicultural education
	Professional Learning for schools
	Regional, rural and remote
	School Leadership Institute

 
	 About us 
          	 Learn about the NSW education department, who we are and how we operate. Explore our people, accountabilities, jobs, opportunities and much more.
 
	Careers at Education
	Contact the NSW Department of Education
	Department campaigns and initiatives
	EDConnect
	Educational data and research
	EFSG
	History of NSW government schools
	How we communicate
	Our facilities
	Our people and structure
	Strategies, reports and plans
	Technology

 
	News
	Policy library

 
        
      
 
     
 
      
       
        
         
          
           
          
            Education 
          
 
         
 
          
           
            
            Global Search 
             
             
             
              
               
                
                
                 
               
 
              
 
             
 
            
 
           
 
          
 
         
 
        
 
       
 
      
 
     
 
      
       
        
         
          
           
           	 Early childhood education 
              
              Early childhood education
 
               
               Information about working in or operating early childhood education services including outside school hours care. Plus, information for parents including how to choose a service and supporting your child for their transition to school.
 
              
 
              	About ECE
	COVID-19 (coronavirus)
	Early childhood careers
	Parents and carers
	Educator resources
	Regulation and compliance
	Service leadership
	Service providers
	Engagement and insights

 
             
 
	 Schooling 
              
              Schooling
 
               
               Access info for students, parents and carers including: calendars, school operational status, key initiatives, visitor check-in procedures, and translated documents.
 
              
 
              	Calendars
	COVID-19
	Non-government schools
	Parents and carers
	School community
	School operational status
	School visitor check-in
	Schooling initiatives
	Students
	Translated documents

 
             
 
	 Skills NSW 
              
              Skills NSW
 
               
               Skills NSW helps post high school students find courses in vocational training across a wide variety of industries and course providers.
 
              
 
              	Search for training courses
	Short courses
	Explore industries, careers and courses
	NSW Fee-Free training
	Students and job seekers
	Apprentices and trainees
	Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples
	NSW Training Awards
	Recognise your trade skills
	Traineeships and apprenticeships
	I am still at school, what is available?
	Skills news

 
             
 
	 Teach NSW 
              
              Teach NSW
 
               
               The NSW Department of Education is committed to employing the best and brightest teachers who can teach and make a difference in NSW public schools. 
 
              
 
              	Explore teaching as a career
	Get paid to study
	Become a teacher
	Find teaching jobs
	Enhance your career
	Beginning Teacher Information Hub
	Contact us
	News and events

 
             
 
	 Teaching and learning 
              
              Teaching and learning
 
               
               NSW Department of Education's information on curriculum taught in NSW schools, Aboriginal education and communities & personalised support.
 
              
 
              	Aboriginal Outcomes and Partnerships
	Animals in Schools
	Assessment
	Curriculum
	Education for a Changing World
	High potential and gifted education
	Learning remotely
	Multicultural education
	Professional Learning for schools
	Regional, rural and remote
	School Leadership Institute

 
             
 
	 About us 
              
              About us
 
               
               Learn about the NSW education department, who we are and how we operate. Explore our people, accountabilities, jobs, opportunities and much more.
 
              
 
              	Careers at Education
	Contact the NSW Department of Education
	Department campaigns and initiatives
	EDConnect
	Educational data and research
	EFSG
	History of NSW government schools
	How we communicate
	Our facilities
	Our people and structure
	Strategies, reports and plans
	Technology

 
             
 
	News
	Policy library

 
          
 
         
 
        
 
       
 
      
 
      
    
 
     
      
       
        
         
         Inclusive Practice hub 
 
        
 
       
 
      
 
     
 
    
 
   
 
    
     
      
      	  Home Home  
	  Inclusive Practice hub  
	 Differentiated programming 

 
     
 
      
      	  Home Home  
	  Inclusive Practice hub  
	 Differentiated programming 

 
     
 
     
   
 
    
    
     
      
       
        
        NESA - Differentiated   programming
 
       
 
      
 
      
    
 
     
    
 
     
      
       
        
         
          
          
            
             
              
              
                
                 
                 Students are individuals who learn at different rates and in different ways. These individual differences may influence how students respond to instruction and how they demonstrate what they know, understand and can do. 
 
                 Individual differences may include cognitive abilities, including students’ current level of understanding and ability in relation to a particular topic or skill, prior learning experiences, learning preferences, motivation and engagement with learning, interests and talents. 
 
                 Through differentiated planning and programming, teachers can consider students’ varying needs, interests, abilities, and prior learning.
 
                
 
               
 
              
 
             
 
            
 
           
 
          
 
         
 
        
 
         
          
          What is differentiation?
 
          Differentiation is a targeted process that involves forward planning, programming and instruction. It involves the use of teaching, learning and assessment strategies that are fair and flexible, provide an appropriate level of challenge, and engage students in learning in meaningful ways. Differentiated programming recognises an interrelationship between teaching, learning and assessment that informs future teaching and learning.
 
          Differentiated programming:
 
          	provides teaching, learning and assessment for learning experiences that cater for the diversity of learners so that all students can learn effectively
	provides alternative methods and choices for students to demonstrate their knowledge, understanding and skills
	considers what resources and stimulus materials will assist students
	includes a range of activities and resources appropriate for students with different learning needs and levels of achievement
	promotes flexible learning experiences and encourages students to work at their own pace to develop their knowledge, understanding and skills
	monitors student learning over time using evidence of student achievement to guide future teaching and learning opportunities
	considers how individualised feedback to students can help identify student strengths and areas for improvement.

 
          Differentiated programming provides students with opportunities to: 
 
          	demonstrate, in different ways, what they know, understand and can do at different points of the learning cycle
	discuss with their teachers how they learn best
	explore, experiment and engage with the concepts and principles underpinning what they learn
	develop higher-order thinking and creative and critical thinking skills.

 
         
 
        
 
         
          
          The diversity of learners
 
          The K–10 Curriculum Framework reinforces that teachers, schools and school authorities will decide how to maximise student learning. This principle assumes that:
 
          	school communities and teachers require flexibility to develop programs, structures and pedagogical practices that meet the educational needs of their students and that challenge and extend students
	the assessment of student achievement will guide decisions on how learning can be improved for each student.

 
          The K–10 syllabuses are inclusive of the learning needs of all students. Particular advice about supporting students with disability, gifted and talented students, and students learning English as an additional language or dialect is included in the syllabus elements of each syllabus.
 
          Schools will make decisions about meeting the needs of the diversity of learners with reference to documents and advice available from NESA and education sectors.
 
         
 
        
 
         
          
          
            
             
              
              
                
                 
                 How can teachers differentiate?
 
                 Most students will participate fully in learning experiences based on the regular syllabus outcomes and content. Some students may require additional support or adjustment to teaching, learning and assessment for learning activities.
 
                 Teachers may differentiate the delivery of content where appropriate, and include a range of resources to support student learning.
 
                
 
               
 
                
                 
                 Differentiation strategies may include:
 
                 - curriculum compacting
 
                 - providing key vocabulary
 
                 - developing individual learning goals
 
                 - including learning centres to facilitate guided or independent learning
 
                 - providing a variety of stimulus materials in a range of mediums.
 
                 Teachers may differentiate the learning activties by making modifications to instruction and student groupings.
 
                
 
               
 
                
                 
                 Differentiation strategies may include providing opportunities for:
 
                 - tiered and levelled activities
 
                 - interest centres
 
                 - learning contracts
 
                 - problem-solving and challenge-based learning opportunities
 
                 - open-ended questioning
 
                 - group and independent study.
 
 
                 Teachers may differentiate the ways students demonstrate their learning based on their learning needs, interests, abilties and prior learning.
 
                
 
               
 
                
                 
                 Differentiation strategies may include providing opportunities for:
 
                 - collaborative and individual learning
 
                 - project-based work
 
                 - student choice
 
                 - teacher/student dialogue around learning activities.
 
 
                 Teachers may differentiate the learning environment by considering the physical, virtual and social context where learning takes place.
 
                
 
               
 
                
                 
                 Differentiation strategies may include consideration of the:
 
                 - structure and organisation of the classroom, including class routines
 
                 - ways students interact with and work with others by providing opportunities for individual, collaborative and whole class group work.
 
 
                 Teachers can differentiate assessment experiences by considering different types of assessment strategies and ways students can demonstrate their understanding to cater for different learning needs, interests and abilities.  
 
                
 
               
 
              
 
             
 
            
 
           
 
          
 
         
 
        
 
         
          
          
 
         

        
 
         
          
           
           
             
              
              This resource has been provided by NSW Education Standards Authority (NESA) who work with the NSW community to drive improvements in student achievement. You can find further information, news and updates on the NESA website.
 
              © 2021 NSW Education Standards Authority for and on behalf of the Crown in right of the State of New South Wales.  
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             We recognise the Ongoing Custodians of the lands and waterways where we work and live. We pay respect to Elders past and present as ongoing teachers of knowledge, songlines and stories. We strive to ensure every Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander learner in NSW achieves their potential through education.
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