


= PICTURE BOOKS ,

(Some of these boocks may be for mature readers; arranged in alphabetical order, illustrator listed first)
* CLEMENT, Rod Grandad’s teeth. HarperCollins, SCIS 900974, reviewed Scan 16 (4)
* GRAHAM, Bob Queenie the bantam. Walker Books, SCIS 903915, reviewed Scan 16 (4)

* MCLEAN, Andrew (text Janet McLean) Josh. (A little ark book) Allen & Unwin, SCIS 909170,
reviewed Scan 17 (1)

* MORIMOTO, Junko The two bullies. (A Mark Macleod book) Random House, SCIS 900922,
reviewed Scan 17 (2)

* RIDDLE, Tohby The great escape from City Zoo. HarperCollins, SCIS 903562,
reviewed Scan 16 (4)

* WHATLEY, Bruce (text Bruce Whatley & Rosie Smith) Detective Donut and the wild goose
chase. HarperCollins, SCIS 900263, reviewed Scan 17 (1)

BOOKS FOR YOUNGER READERS .

» FORRESTAL, Elaine Someone like me. (Puifin) Penguin, SCIS 894776, reviewed Scan 17 (2)

* GLEESON, Libby (illus David Cox) Queen of the universe. (Solo) Omnibus, SCIS 898213,
reviewed Scan 16 (4)

* HIRSH, Odo (illus Andrew McLean) Antonio S and the mystery of Theodore Guzman. (A little
ark book) Allen & Unwin, SCIS 918087

* KLEIN, Robin The listmaker. Viking/Penguin, SCIS 909037, reviewed Scan 17 (1)
* SYME, Marguerite Hann Chickpea. (ID/AN) Scholastic, SCIS 906729

* WRIGHTSON, Patricia (illus David Cox) Rattler’s place. (Aussie bites) Penguin SCIS 907171,
series reviewed Scan 17 (1)

BOOKS FOR OLDER READERS

(Some of these books are for mature readers)
* BAILLIE, Alan The last shot. (Omnibus shorts) Omnibus, SCIS 896876, reviewed Scan 16 (3)

* JINKS, Catherine Eye to eye. Penguin, SCIS 906721, reviewed Scan 17 (1)

* LOWRY, Brigid Guitar highway Rose. (Ark fiction) Allen & Unwin, SCIS 909041,
reviewed Scan 17 (1)

* METZENTHEN, David Gilbert’s ghost train. Scholastic, SCIS 909042, reviewed Scan 17 (1)
* WINTON, Tim Lockie Leonard, legend. Pan Macmillan, SCIS 902164, reviewed Scan 17 (1)
* ZURBO, Matt Idiot pride. Penguin, SCIS 899205, reviewed Scan 17 (2)

EVE POWNALL AWARD FOR INFORMATION BOOKS

* DOLAN, Beth Cathy Freeman. (Young achievers) Heinemann, SCIS 907781, series reviewed
Scan 17 (1)

* KUCHLING, Gerald & KUCHLING, Guundie Survival. (Yakkinn the swamp tortoise) Era, SCIS
897244, reviewed Scan 16 (3)

* MORRIS, Jill (illus Sharon Dye) The wombat who talked to the stars: the journal of a north-
ern hairy-nosed wombat. Greater Glider, SCIS 897166, reviewed Scan 16 (4)

* NICHOLSON, John A home among the gum trees: the story of Australian houses. Allen &
Unwin, SCIS 909050, reviewed Scan 17 (1)

* NICHOLSON, John Kimberley warrior: the story of Jandamarra. (True stories) Allen & Unwin,
SCIS 897330, reviewed Scan 17 (2)

» TOFT, Kim Michelle & SHEATHER, Allan One less fish. (Jam roll) University of Queensland
Press, SCIS 925706

The winners will be announced on Friday 21st August.
Book Week commences: 22nd August. The theme is “Put Yourself in the P|cture”
Visit the official CBCA Web site at: <http://www.slsa.sa.gov.au/cbca/s
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elcome to an exciting new issue of Scan. Hopefully, you hat/e,;alreadyv‘noticed som'e of '

our improved design features, derived from the results of the surize;i from last year.

Many thanks to Louise Melov, Richard Tabaka, Lee FitzGerald, Peter Robinson,
Batlow Technology School (whose students feature on our cover), the SCIS/Scan team, and
almost everyone who wandered through our office during Term 1, for y’our valued input.

Commissioning articles for Scanm'is certainly a rewarding challenge. With the shiny base of an

empty “In” tray glaring at me, I began the complex routine of catching diligent teacher-librari--
ans, teachers and education officers near their telephones, and then cajo]iug them to write for
Scan. (If you want something done, ask a busy person. It works almost every time. ) If you have
success with an endeavour at your school, Scan would Iove to hear about it. Please do remember
that Scan emphasises ‘best practice’ wherever possible. Essays which merely list insurmountable

problems.do not make for uplifiing reading; this Scan, for instance, contains a wonderful array of

msplratlonal articles. While we understand that schools and libraries are of different sizes, with
varying populations, timetables and budgets, most of the ideas exp]ored in Scan ¢an still be
adapted; whatever your unigue.situation. - - : '

An unexpected hzghhght of working at Scan has'been the mvztatzons to Var1ous opening
nights: the School magazine exhibition of cover art; book launches for leby Gleeson’s Refuge
and Sophie Masson’s The tiger, and Dymocks’ annual * ‘teacher night”. It was at the School mag-
azine functlon where I had the pleasure of meeting Jean Hart, former head of Library Services,

: Whose eyes lit up when she heard that Scan was st111 going strong. Jedn hteraﬂy dragged me

across the room to mtroduce me to H elen Thompson a former resource reviewer for Scan and the

_ person responsible for giving the journal its name.’ I happened to have copies of vol 17 no. 1 with

me, and Jean and He]en were impressed to see that we were still tackhng “all the thmgs that

- matter”. May I pass on to you their warmest regards

If I can find the space, I hope to be scattering the survey results and comments throughout

the next few Scans. For examp]e, 95% of our respondent subscr1bers cons1der Scan to be their pr1-

mary source.of 1nformat10n on library and techuo]ogy issues, and they absorb the contents over
many hours. 25% of them discovered Scan via word- of-mouth, from teacher-hbrarlan colleagues.
(Keep talking about Scan, fost/) Yet another quarter encountered the journal on their library

shelves when they started in new positions, and most others learned about Scan Wh11e complet-.

ing university.assignments. One third of peopZe replying to our survey said that they referred
back to items in Scan at least once a month. 12% of forms actually had additional comments.

zotted on‘them to the effect that Scan was always read “from cover to-cover”. Half. of our respon- o
" dents found it impossible to-specify a “least useful” attrzbute and many of you c]azm to have

been ‘reading Scan orever”. Such Zoya]ty is humbhng

We hope that Scan is more useful and user- frlendly than ever, and I encourage teacher—hhrar1-

ans everywhere to continue disseminating the articles in Scan to all the re]evant people in'your -

school: (We. know that many of you do this already; because you added such a comment to your -
surveys.) Scan is also-enjoyed by many principals, 1nformat1on techno]ogy coordmators c]ass-
room teachers and hbrary c]erlcaZ staff Share it around/ ’ : :

Ian McLean

NN S

Michelle Ellis is Senior Curriculum
Adviser, Libraries and Information literacy

The new SUS products

SCSWeb and SCSCD

he decision by the Department to provide a statewide subscription to the 5CIS prod-
ucts and services, taken from schools’ global budgets, is a very significant educational
initiative for schools. It has meant a substantial discount for the cost of the services to
NSW government schools. School libraries have joined the rest of the library and infor-
mation world. All other libraries have been part of networks whereby the specialised
cataloguing services have been provided either by a specific section devoted to cata-
loguing to a network, or they have purchased all records from a provider. The unnec-
essary and wasteful duplication of resources involved in 2228 schools, all cataloguing
the same materials, is minimised through the use of the new products.

In the last term I have talked to over 700 schools or teacher-librarians by phone, and
have met many others during various Sydney and country Districts’ meetings through-
out the state. It has been a truly exciting and also humbling experience. I am “blown
away” by the professionalism, desire to learn, and dedication of these teacher-librari-
ans. Visiting districts to demonstrate the new products, and talk about other issues such
as Literacy, has many unexpected benefits for the team at Ryde. It has already produced
a new group of authors for Scan: teacher-librarians who have not written before in
Scan, and who did not realise what interesting work they were doing with students in
their school.

A further benefit has been the communication the SCIS team has set up with
teacher-librarians to identify cataloguing records that are not on the SCIS national data-
base. As a result of the “not matched” reports that people have printed out from the
Web and sent to Anne Dowling (Divisional Librarian SCIS), new publishers have been
identified, and even more productive relationships established with those publishers
currently supplying resources to the SCIS team at Ryde. The aim, of course, is to have
a 100% hit rate on the Web. The cooperation of teacher-librarians in schools is an impor-
tant component of the strategy to achieve this objective.

The new products and service enhance the role of the teacher-librarian. As well as mas- -

tering the latest technologies for the delivery of bibliographic records, teacher-librari-
ans will need to develop new policies and procedures for the new products. The article
in this issue on the new SCIS products and services is designed to suggest that there are
a number of ways of ensuring that the best and most effective use is made of the prod-
ucts. You, as the teacher-librarian in your school, are best placed to know the most effec-
tive way of managing the process. W
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National Professional
Development Program

Literacy for |

Years 5-8

C

In November 1997, every school in NSW received a copy of the Literacy for learn-
ing Years 5-8 CD-ROM. Teacher-librarians will find it a useful resource to inser-
vice themselves about the latest developments in teaching literacy. Alternatively, it
could be used with groups of teachers at their school, or with teacher-librarian col-
leagues at district professional development meetings.

Sue Beveridge, of Training and Development Directorate, is Senior Project

Officer, Literacy and Numeracy.

he purpose of this CD-ROM, as proposed by

NPDP’s Language and Literacy in the Middle

Years of Schooling Coordinating Committee, was
for it to be an ‘expert’ in the school to support teachers in
the area of literacy. The CD-ROM was also to be interac-
tive and motivating and provide professional develop-
ment for teachers on an individual basis or in small
groups.
The CD-ROM is organised around five components.
Much of the CD-ROM is devoted to video footage of
explicit classroom teaching, illustrating effective class-
room practice.

Language for learning is the first component on the
menu bar. It is the component which teachers should
access first because it provides the model upon which the
other components are based. The materials in this compo-
nent are based on the Literacy across the KLAs Years 7 & 8
modules, now developed further to include Years 5 and 6
in the primary school.

The Reading for learning component uses a model of
training and development where the teachers on the CD-
ROM take on new learning and investigate their practice
with the support of a mentor. After using the readings
and the tutorial section (also on the CD-ROM), these
teachers taught reading in a new way. First they describe
their goals on the CD-ROM, then we watch their class-
room practice and hear the reflections of their mentor, Dr
Len Unsworth.

The CD-ROM suggests that teachers may wish to use the
same model in their own professional development. They
may decide to take one of the new learning techniques on

the CD-ROM and investigate it within their classrooms,
and share their results with a mentor or other colleagues.
There is such a lot to learn on the CD-ROM, that this is a
manageable way to take on board the suggested changes
to practice.

The Talking for learning component provides teachers
with examples of explicit and systematic teaching, partic-
ularly detailing the significance of talk in moving stu-
dents from using everyday language to using technical
language in their writing. The section on task setting, and
how to set up group work, emphasises the importance of
establishing processes for effective talk.

The Writing for learning component provides users with
a quick way to understand the structure and language
features of the text types presented in Language for
learning.

The Case studies component contains six of the NPDP
school focused projects undertaken by schools to investi-
gate language and literacy in the middle years.

An insert is provided to assist teachers navigate through
the CD-ROM. It is very user friendly and most users have
no difficulty deciding on a learning pathway. Both
Macintosh and PC platforms are catered for in the pack-
age, as there is a blue disc for Mac users and a red disc
for PC users.

Although one copy was provided to every school, many schools
are seeking to purchase further copies so that they are accessible
to more staff members. It is now possible to purchase the -
CD-ROM from the Training and Development Centre

at Lewisham at a cost of $25. B

Jamie McKenzie is President of the educational
consultancy firm, Network 609, and editor of the
monthly electronic educational technology journal,
From now on. It was Jamie’s work, as the Director
of Libraries, Media and Technology (1993-1997) for
Bellingham Public Schools district in Washington,
USA, which caught the attention of Australian
educators attempting to effectively integrate
information technology in schools. Jamie's
professional experience as classroom teacher, faculty
coordinator, principal, school district
superintendent and professor has enabled him to
address the needs and concerns of each of the
stakeholders in school communities including:
teachers, teacher-librarians; administrators; parents;
and students. Jamie will be presenting at a number
of professional development days in Australia in
May 1998. _

Lyn Hay is a lecturer in teacher-librarianship for
the School of Information Studies at Charles Sturt
University. Lyn is also an administrator of
OZTL_Net (the national electronic listserv for
Australian teacher-librarians), and a member of the
Centre for Studies in Teacher Librarianship. Lyn
conducted this interview with Jamie for Scan in a
highly appropriate manner: via email.

Lyn H ay. Welcome to Scan, Jamie. We appreciate
you taking the time to participate in this cyber interview.
While I ask these questions from my office (overlooking a
very parched Autumn landscape) in Wagga Wagga, NSW,
I am curious as to your current location?

Jamie McKenzie: Right now, as I keyboard, I am
up above the clouds, actually at 36000 feet, flying from
New York to Chicago, on my way to San Antonio for a
national curriculum conference. I spent today doing a
keynote address for a school district about Power learning,
and then worked shoulder to shoulder with teacher-
librarians trying to develop a strategy to make research
on authentic issues, and essential questions, central to the
life of classroom teachers.

LH:1am aware of many Australian enthusiasts who
receive your newsletter, and visit the From now on Web
site for their regular dose of ‘the latest’ from Jamie
McKenzie. What was the motivation behind the creation
of From niow on, and has it met expected outcomes?

JM: After trying the life of a superintendent of schools, I
decided in 1990 that there had to be a better way to live
and support good schooling. I decided to focus on speak-
ing and writing. The idea of starting a ‘zine was actually
an accident. I stumbled onto the possibilities of an elec-
tronic journal while searching for an email address in
AppleLink. Typing in the letter ‘K’ gave me back 2500
addresses of schools in the United States. Curious to see
if T could send a message to all 2500 addresses, I found
that it was a simple matter. From now on was born!

When [ started From now on, I hoped to showcase leading
edge uses of technology to support independent thinking
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and problem-solving by students. I have spent my life
trying to make student questioning and creative thought
a prime focus of schools. I have particular fondness for
different drummers and mavericks and poets. I see too
much spontaneity and originality crushed in too many
places, and I do whatever I can to support those who
would nurture those traits rather than compliance and
uniformity.

While I cannot be sure, the email which comes to me from
all around the world indicates there are thousands of
great, spirited teachers and teacher-librarians who also
care about nurturing those traits, and enjoy reading about
ways to make research central to schools.

LH: One of the strengths of From now on is that it tackles
some of the ‘tougher’ and more controversial issues fac-
ing information technology integration in schools, such
as: acceptable use of the Internet; whole school technolo-
gy planning; managing change; staff development; copy-
right; and assessment. How do you select and prioritise
topics for inclusion in each issue?

I hoped to showcase leading edge uses of
technology to support independent
thinking and problem-solving by
students. | have spent my life trying to
make student quéstioning and creafive

thought a prime focus of schools.

’

JM: Most of the articles and themes arise out of the
change process. They emerge from the actual day-to-day
struggle to make sense of the new technologies, and find-
ing effective ways to support teachers in learning how to
blend their use into classrooms. There is all too much
bandwagon, “full of sound and fury, signifying nothing”,
and not enough model building. I see From now on as a
place where the bandwagon is challenged. If the Emperor
is naked, From now on should be pointing it out.

The advantage of global email, and global travel, is the
kaleidoscopic perspectives I acquire - from Singapore, or
Australia, or Sweden, or Canada - as all of us try to
invent the best ways to use networked information in
concert with more traditional resources such as books. In
my travels, I hear many stories which provoke articles.
Some of them are stories of foolishness. Others are stories
of crass commercialism. I also work with-folks building
models, and learn what is working and what isn’t work-
ing. From these conversations and efforts emerge the
themes of From now on. It is more a matter of passion than
precision.

SCAN Vol 17 No 2 May 1998

LH: While on the subject of controversial issues, over the
past couple of years, Australian schools have been devel-
oping acceptable use policies (AUPs), and they have come
in all shapes and sizes. Based on your experience in
school districts in the United States, how ‘legally binding’
have AUPs been? What advice do you have for schools
developing an effective AUP?

JM: While I prefer to ‘borrow and rework’ Board of
Education policies, rather than start from scratch, I could
find no good models in 1995 when we needed a policy
(for Bellingham Public Schools district), so I began with
all the important questions a policy should address: What
are the roles of teachers and families, as well as the rights of
students?; How does the Internet relate to our curriculum?
The policy served Bellingham schools very well. It called
for responsible use, rather than censorship, and it asked
families and teachers to guide students toward indepen-
dence.

[ think AUPs tend to take too narrow a perspective,
emphasising control and discipline rather than research,
responsibilities and rights. We need to speak to issues of
information literacy and access. We need to draw connec-
tions with the larger issues of curriculum and learning.
Legally binding? In the United States, the rules have been
very strictly enforced in many places. Some would argue
that there is more concern with control than enthusiasm
for access and learning.

LH: Library automation programs are being enhanced to
accommodate the cataloguing of Web resources, allowing
users to spawn directly to selected URLs. Some schools,
however, have preferred to cache Internet resources on
school servers, to be accessed via their own intranet. Can
you recommend some useful references that consider the
legal and educational pros and cons of these approaches?

JM: The inclusion of URLS in library automation sys-
tems is not a common approach that I have seen in prac-
tice. However, with caching, if you respect the work and
intellectual property of others, and if you honour the
International Copyright agreements, you only place other
folks’ Web sites on your network after requesting and
receiving permission. To do otherwise is to steal. I have
clients who have been granted permission by 85% of
those contacted. They sleep well at night.

I'don't think there are many good references which deal
directly with this issue because there is almost no case
law to clarify the points - and the software giants, such as
Microsoft, are encouraging caching, while content
providers are resisting it.

LH: Jamie, while you have not held the position of
teacher-librarian, much of your writing and presentations
focus on the management and use of information
resources and services in schools. Can you identify one
particular person and/or experience that heightened your
awareness of the educational value of teacher-librarians
in schools?

JM:1 always thought that questions were at the heart of
learning, and naturally gravitated toward the library
while teaching social studies and English. We spent half
our time there and were always welcomed.
Unfortunately, not too many other teachers were such

avid visitors. Their disinterest was my gain. If you care
about questions, you care about information. Good
teacher-librarians pave the way for worthwhile investiga-
tions.

LH: How does the teacher-librarian fit into your model
of the “post-modem school’?

JM: Teacher-librarians are Infotects. They work with
teachers to identify great information, and then make
sure the network delivers quality in an organised fashion.
In some respects, they become the antidote to Info-Glut
and Info-Garbage. They help everyone in the school learn
how to: navigate through the new information landscape;
find the reliable information; and filter out the nonsense.
They are key figures in creating organisation and value.

I consider four emerging roles of media specialists to be:
pilots; information mediators; information technology
managers; and curators. I have written an article that
explores the media specialist as a key member of the
teaching staff in Libraries of the future. The media specialist
who sharpens her or his searching skills will prove an
invaluable team member and consultant, as classes ven-
ture out on LANs and WANs and the Internet. This kind
of consulting and piloting may occur remotely, in class-
rooms, or in the space we once called the school library.

LH:1 hope you are as excited about your upcoming
Australian tour as we (the teacher-librarianship commu-
nity) are. While I am confident your hosts will introduce
you to some of the scenic and culinary delights of
Australia, what do you think you will learn from
Australian teacher-librarians?

"McKenzie’s
_Australlan ‘
Tour May 1998)

JM: 1 am reluctant to answer your question because

I wouldn’t want to presume to know. I am currently read-
ing a pile of several dozen Australian novels with the
hope that serendipity will visit and reward me. I feel very
fortunate to be making this visit and expect that there will
be many eye-opening surprises.

LH: Thank you for sharing some cyber time with us,
Jamie. See you in May!

Issues of Jamie McKenzie's e-journal can be found at the
From now on Web site <http://fromnowon.org>, as well as
online resources, books and video reviews. At the Voyage
into cyberspace page <http://fromnowon.org/book.html>,
you will find links to electronic and printed books written
by Jamie, including such titles as: Site-based decision-mak-
ing; Parenting for an age of information; Power learning;
Selecting, managing and marketing technologies; and
Administrators at risk: tools and technologies to
secure your future. Videos and other
resources can be found at the Videos and
cool stuff page at . .
<http:/[fromnowon.org/coolstuff html>. 1 consider v

BIBLIOGRAPHY four emerging

‘Filtering the Web: a tale of fishnet stockings '
and Swiss cheese’. From now on, 5 (6),
Mar/ Apr, 1996 (online). Available at:
<http://fromnowon.org/fnomar96.htmi>

Libraries of the future (online). Available at:
<http:{{fromnowon.org/libraries.html> M
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ALIA School Libraries Se

Contact Andrew Barbér -
' ,Ph‘ (02) 9519 1544, erna" librar

Tasmama DECCD/ASLA (Tasmama), Hobart
Contact Sharron Hewer .
Ph (03) 62337174 emall <sharron hewer@centml tased edu uu>

Catholic Education Offlce, Dlocese of Parramatta .
Secondary KLA Professional Development Day

‘Contact Nicole Spralnger '

- Ph: (02) 9840 5729 emaﬂ <nspramger@ceo parra catholzc edu au>

‘Tuesday 26th May

Methodist Ladles College, Kew, thona
Contact Suzette Boyd ' o
Ph: (03) 92746475 ema11 <boyds@mlc vic. edu au>

- ,‘7Wednesday 27th May

ACT CEO & DSE/ASLA (ACT), Canben-a
Contact Denms Granlund, Catholic Education Offlce
: Ph (02) 6234 9526, email <dgrun101@postoffzce csuedu.au>

k ‘ Frlday 29th May .

Australian Independent Schools (AIS) Secondary TLs

Conference, Sydney

Contact Bronwyn Foxall Kambala Church of England Girls’
-~ School

Ph: (02) 9371 8476, email <blfoxall@azemazl comay> WA
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Developing a whole-schoo
information skills plan in a smal
school

Elizabeth Corbett is teacher-librarian at Bardwell Park
Infants School, a three-teacher school with an enrolment of
75 students, 56% of whom are of NESB (non English
speaking background). Until Elizabeth attended the School
based training course for teacher-librarians, the school
had not fully incorporated information skills in teaching
and learning programs.

Rod Megahey is the Principal of
Bardwell Park Infants School.

Without doubt one of the major influ-
ences on myself as a teacher has been
positive exposure to the power of
teaching information skills. Of course,
it was a teacher-librarian who intro-
duced me to this wonderful strategy
for structuring learning, and con-
vinced me that it was the way to go in developing
appropriate teaching and learning experiences that
would empower students to become independent, life
long learners.

Working alongside a teacher-librarian in 1990, collabora-

tively planning and team teaching with up to three other
staff, drastically influenced the way I now teach and plan
for my students, whether it be Kindergarten, Year 6 or as

a support teacher.

Government schools recently received a new copy of
Information skills in the school, issued along with other
manuals on the effective use of the Internet as a learning
tool. I am glad to see this document being recognised, by
a wider audience, for its relevance to current trends in
information technology and information literacy.

My current role as a teaching Principal has given me the
opportunity to support my teacher-librarian and class-
room teachers to implement information skills across the
school, and to make the library a real resource centre
which is integral to all teaching programs.

At this point I must state that it wasn’t me who initiated
this process at Bardwell Park. Liz Corbett is my school’s
“Jill of all trades”, being our one day per week teacher-
librarian, a one day per week English as a Second
Language (ESL) teacher and covering the part-time
Release from Face-to-Face (RFF) position. Additionally,
Liz runs a successful remedial reading program, funded

_

by the school and our P&C. Liz’s position is unique but,
by virtue of being the whole of my support staff, she is
able to work very closely with the class teachers, and
integrate all of her roles so that the students get maxi-
mum benefit.

Liz was very keen to get involved with training as a
teacher-librarian and was fortunate enough to be accept-
ed into a course in 1997. This input, plus Liz’s attendance
at local teacher-librarian meetings, inspired her to want
to implement information skills across our small school.
Liz asked to present a session on the process to the staff
and began to try cooperative planning, programming
and teaching (CPPT) with the other teachers.

My role was to be supportive, and assist her in working
with the other staff members to show the value of infor-
mation skills, and clarify what we would be trying to
achieve.

The road was not smooth, not even in a small school like
ours. We have a very experienced and closely knit staff,
yet it took two separate presentations to get the other
staff members understanding what we were on about,
then a little more persuasion to try some collaborative
approaches to teaching and learning.

We had already discussed the idea of producing some
whole-school units of work. Liz realised that, by using
information skills as the basis for planning cooperatively
with staff, it would an opportunity to get the process
underway.

What Liz achieved with the staff and students I will
leave up to her to explain. However, I will say that Liz
has become a catalyst in our school for implementing a
shift in the way my staff regard effective teaching and
learning. We have all made significant steps towards
making our library the resource centre of the school, and
have been able to incorporate students’ use of computer
and the Internet into their daily learning.

L
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returned from the residential component of the School based training
course for teacher-librarians charged with the belief that our school need-
ed to cooperatively plan our programs, and make effective use of
resource based units of work. The staff were very interested to hear of

what I had learnt at the course, and seemed quite keen to collaborate on a unit

together. T explained that my role, as teacher-librarian, was to assist them to

incorporate information skills into all key learning areas.

Year 2 students using the Internet fo research Christmas.

The staff agreed to plan a unit of work for each grade,
on Christmas, for Term 4. Due to the nature our small
school situation, and the extra demands we have (such
as daily playground duty, and sharing school organisa-
tional responsibilities between so few teachers), making
time for cooperative planning is always difficult.
Therefore, such planning is very informal, often involv-
ing shared playground duty and jotting down ideas ‘on
the run’ together, or meetings before and after school.

I prepared a staff meeting presentation on information
skills, in which I tried to explain to my colleagues the
importance of the process in our teaching programs.
I endeavoured not to overwhelm them. With the sup-
port of my principal, I did begin to feel more confident
with my own knowledge and understanding.

1 left the staff with a week to ponder on this information
and we returned the following week to collaborate on
our unit. The teachers gave me their ideas on what they
wanted me to cover, and I wrote up the final draft unit
plans over the holidays as the educational portfolio for

my course.

We were then into Term 4 and ready to begin. The extra
time taken to program the unit was worthwhile. Future
planning would be simpler and less time consuming, as
a pro forma had been established. Meanwhile, the staff
were beginning to understand the importance of infor-
mation skills, spurred on in the knowledge that we were
working together for the benefit of our students.
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Teaching/learning

ROD AND LIZ’S
WORDS OF ADVICE

For teacher-librarians wanting
to get support for change from

their Principal or executive:

*  Believe in what you want to

do. Have some idea of how

you want to get there.

* Be prepared fo be flexible,

and include others in your

plan. If you want to work

with others you will need to

be able to let them have a
 say and feel ownership of
the process.

* It takes time. Change won't
happen overnight. Take one

step at a time, find sympa-

 thetic ears among your col-

leagues. Try leading by

4

exa

=

nple: get something

working that-will capture

tention and inspire others

to want to join in.

e . Don'tjust tell your Principal

what you want. Offer some
suggestions as to how it can
be achieved. Give your

Principal and the executive

all the relevant information.

Arrange for them to see

working examples of the

_program, or visit other

principals who have it
working in their schools and

are supportive.

¢ Don't give up. The informa-

tion skills process is too

important an issue to ignore.

It is not just the domain of

the teacher-librarian.

Hopefully, in the future, it

‘will be more widely accept-
ed as a model from which
 all educators will draw

inspiration.

Students working on Bardwell Park Infants School’s information booklet for new students.

For the Year 2 Christmas unit, the class teacher and I had identified the keywords
and steps through the information skills process. We assisted the class with their
research, using the Internet as one of our resources. (This stage actually inspired
one of our student’s topics for his speech entitled “Surfing the Net” in a public
speaking competition.) The unit plan accompanies this article.

The unit was very successful. In terms of outcomes, the children have become
more independent learners. By the end of the unit, they were: beginning to
understand the need to define a task for research; demonstrating that they
could locate, select and organise their information; becoming successful note
makers; and sharing information with other groups. The presentation of their
research was of a very high standard for their age group. The students were

also quite competent in assessing their own work.

Now into a new school year, and due to the success of our previous unit, we
chose a unit for Term 1 related to Coming to school, from the point of view of
introducing a new student to school life. The information the children
research will be presented as a factual text which can be shared with other
classes. It is hoped that later units will have more clearly defined Aboriginal
and Multicultural perspectives. All collaborative unit outlines will be filed on
completion for future teaching programs and altered if necessary.

As a newly trained teacher-librarian, I am so pleased I decided to ‘give it a go’
with information skills. The results at Bardwell Park Infants have certainly
been rewarding, as we experience the students and staff approaching learning
in a whole new way. Our students are ‘on the road’ to becoming independent
learners in an educational environment which is already very different from
the one we experienced as children. W

o

Teaching/learni

Class: __ [Teacher:

_ Objective:

. Outcomes:

 LESSON 6

 LESSON 7

To introduce information skills through a planned and structured process
Task: (eg What are some of the traditions that we observe in Australia at Christmas?)
LESSON 1 DEFINING ;
Steps: What are the key words or ideas of the Task? / What do [ want to find out? / What do I need to do
Outcomes: Can understand and clarify the meaning of the Tasks / Can identify and interpret key words in the Task

_ Teaching / Learning activities Teacher-librarian takes this lesson

¢ Brainstorming (With Teacher guidance) - Questions which set guidelines / Concept mapping ,
¢ Say back to the Teacher what the task is - I need to find out about ... '
Identify key words with the teacher’s help
Identify and define key words - using dictionary, encyclopedia as necessary

LOCATING

_ Steps: Where can I find the information? / What do I already know? / What do I still need to find out?

Can pick out key words / Can locate fiction and non fiction / Can use alphabetical order / Can use a simple dic-
tionary / Can identify and locate, with teacher’s guidance, other possible sources

Outcomes:

Teaching / Learning activities
* Outline our knowledge of topic as class / Decide whether more knowledge is needed
* Brainstorm alternative search words / Respond to Teacher’s questions
» With Teacher’s guidance talk about and draw up on a blackboard a list of places to find information
* Use simple library finding aids eg. subject index, shelf labels / Find and use appropriate equipment

LESSONS 2-3 SELECTING
, Teacher and Teacher-librarian divide children into groups to begin research.
. Steps: What information do I really need to use? / What information can I leave out? / How will I record the informa-
- tion?
- Outcomes: Can recognise fiction and non fiction material / Can orally interpret charts, diagrams, pictures / Can share infor-

mation / Can recall information / Can find the main idea in a sentence or paragraph / Can ask questions to find ,
information / Can answer questions about information either heard, viewed or read / Can group or classify mate- =

rials

~ Teaching / Learning activities Teacher and Teacher-librarian take this lesson

¢ Internet is introduced as a source of information / Use cover to decide on the appropriateness of the resource
* Use simple contents page to select relevant information / Scan/skim using subheadings

s Select appropriate picture / Recognise fact/fiction

¢ Find answers in more than one source/medium / Write/tell teacher key words

¢ Write notes on proforma for note making

LESSONS 4-5 ORGANISING
Steps: How can I use this information? / Have I enough information ? ;
Can recall events or facts / Can arrange events, facts and ideas in a sequence / Can write a first draft / Can edita = ’

first draft / Can help compile class or group charts

. Teaching / Learning activities

¢ Ask question why am I doing this? / Take key words/ideas and combine them into whole thoughts
¢ In small groups compare answers found in sources and refer back to purpose of task
» With teachers guidance, combine answers found in more than one source into sentences/paragraphs.

- PRESENTING
_ Steps: How can I present this information? / With whom will I share this information?
. Outcomes: Can share information / Can publish sentences / Can draw pictures and write captions

 Teaching / Learning activities

* Choose a presentation style most suited to audience and content of material eg information gained presented in outline
of topic researched (eg Information about Santa Claus written inside of coloured Santa outline, etc.)

* With guidance learn how to compile and present a report/talk

ASSESSING
__ Steps: What did I learn from this?
~ Outcomes: Can self-evaluate the result

= 4;{' Teaching / Learning activities

* Children will have oral sharing for five minutes at the end of each session / Respond to questions about what I have learnt
* Consider information process and my own performance at each step / Brainstorm _
¢ Children write three sentences and illustrate something they have learnt about the topic (eg Christmas)

- TEACHER’S ASSESSMENT of students performance in information activities

_ Refer to English information skills outcomes when assessing students’ progress: Early/Later Stage 1 and Stage 2
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hether we call it coopera-

tive planning, collabora-

tion, or whatever other
new terminology arises, there is little
doubt that teacher-librarians do do a
lot of sharing and communicating
about learning. We do this with a
variety of interested people, who
share the learning community of our
schools. While, traditionally, teacher-
librarians concentrate on the planning
we do with teachers, in actual prac-
tice we communicate the library’s
potential for contributing to learning
with a full range of interested parties.

The implementation of a Unitised
Vertical Curriculum (UVC) at 5t Clair
High School over the past two years
has reinforced the importance of col-
laborative efforts. Our UVC is char-
acterized by: multi-aged [vertical]
groupings of students; provision of a
variety of ten week courses [units] at
three levels of difficulty in all cur-
riculum areas; student choice of
courses according to their interests
and abilities whilst still meeting the
requirements of the School
Certificate; and increasing emphasis
on individualized learning programs.
It has involved a complete reworking
of all Year 7-10 courses and added
flexibility and variety to many teach-
ing practices (see Scan vol 16 no 2). It
necessitated significant change in the

junior school and
had a flow on to
approaches in the
senior school, all
of which have
involved a great
deal of planning, communication and
interaction between teachers, stu-
dents, executive, parents and, of
course, the library. The UVC struc-
tures have kept learning firmly in
focus for all concerned.

However, the need for teacher-librar-
ians to collaborate with students,
teachers, executive and parents is
hardly limited to the way the cur-
riculum is packaged, or to the level
of schooling. How it occurs is influ-
enced by individual library organisa-
tion, personalities, interests and
experience of all involved. The obser-
vations below coalesced as a result of
our school’s development of a UVC.

Library organisation

5t Clair High School’s library houses
about 14000 resources, including all
books, videos, and kits which are on
OASIS. About 5000 faculty resources
are also entered on OASIS, so com-
prehensive, tailored bibliographies
are easy to generate.

Technology is still phasing in, and
demand has mushroomed. We cur-

Jackie C. Hawkes, teacher-librarian at St Clair
High School, wrote about her school’s introduction
of a Unitised Vertical Curriculum in Scan vol 16
1o 2. Here Jackie shares some thoughts on successful
collaboration and communication techniques for
teacher-librarians.

rently have a publishing room of five
PCs available for word processing
plus one Internet terminal. Plans to
network the school will allow for the
three networked CD-ROMs in the
library to be linked to the two com-
puter labs across the hall, increasing
access to the Internet and the setting
up of an independent computer lab
for technology and applied studies
(TAS) and science.

Library staffing for 1100 students
stands at one teacher-librarian and
two school assistants, who periodi-
cally help with other school demands
of the UVC. The library team has
developed solid organisational pro-
cedures and included some speciali-
sation of duties amongst library staff.

Teacher-librarian
background

I have had the information process
stuck in my brain for years and thor-
oughly believe in it as an invaluable
structure for learning. My role as
teacher-librarian, plus recent person-
al learning demands and on-going

close liaison with the STLD, help me
retain active interest and involve-
ment with students. Over the years
at my school, I have been involved in
accelerated learning, thinking skills,
literacy development, peer support,
pastoral care, Student Representative
Council and parent programs. All of
these have helped me maintain a
fairly broad perspective on learning.

Sharing learning with
teachers, students,
executive and parents

Any effective planning and learning
involves ongoing communication
and collaboration with teachers, stu-
dents, executive and parents. I don’t
think anyone has all the answers;
each of these parties has a vested
interest in learning, and in how the
library is involved in the learning
that does take place.

Teachers:
TALK, DO, INITIATE

It has been essential for teachers to
have a range of easily accessible and
relevant resources, and to be encour-
aged to use them effectively.
Provision and organization of these
resources can only be developed by
having a firm grasp of the school’s
curriculum which, at St Clair High
School, comes from the UVC course
outlines and senior syllabi.
Supporting and suggesting a variety
of learning activities seems to be use-
ful for staff.

A great deal of planning continues to
be informal, with both sides willing
to develop, refine and follow-up on
what often starts out as an unpol-
ished or half-baked idea from quick
conversations. Curriculum involve-
ment has included: talking with
teachers to know about how certain
learning activities fit their course and
class needs; initiating suggestions
based on experience with lots of indi-
vidual students and their use of the
library; and being actively involved
in cooperative teaching.

Students:
TALK, SHARE, GUIDE

All students are welcome and sup-
ported in our library. This has pro-
vided the means of developing the
individual interaction essential for
the higher level thinking that sec-
ondary school demands. The struc-
tures of the information process have
been used to help ask the right ques-
tions at the right times and thus
guide individual student’s thinking
for effective research.

Students have always been an essen-
tial ingredient in any school library.
The content and outcomes of both
UVC and senior courses have added
a greater mix to the numbers and
groupings of students in the library.
Our library now supports an
increased range of more individu-
alised research topics for students at
all levels. Students assume greater
responsibility for selecting and using
resources for their unique informa-
tion needs. They are involved in con-
ferencing with me about their
research and progress. The students
reciprocate by offering valuable
advice, particularly in regard to tech-
nology.

As teacher-libarians, we seem well
placed to help make learning rele-
vant, whether it is by talking through
what may seem to be an ambiguous
assignment, or by helping plan real-
istic and varied types of assignments
before they are given to classes. It
seems essential to be involved, inter-
ested and available to students as
part of our joint role of teacher and
librarian. We have the perfect chance
to talk through students’ stages of
understanding, to share the progres-
sion of their ideas, and to guide their
efforts.

Executive:
TALK, ORGANISE, DO

I've worked hard to ensure that most
school executive are quite pro-library,
though sometimes I'm not always
sure they know why. It seems essen-
tial to have personal knowledge and
involvement with curriculum initia-
tives, DET priorities, the school man-
agement plan and other emerging
educational and school programs. It
has been crucial to identify, commu-
nicate, implement, and document
procedures and priorities for the
library, and to clarify these with the
school executive (whether for
staffing, finance or involvement in
learning programs). Accountability
for time, staffing, resource manage-
ment and use of the library has also
been of necessary interest to execu-
tive.

Negotiating support to develop the
library and to broaden areas of per-
'sonal expertise and involvement
within the school remain important.
It seems invaluable to organise all
aspects of library management, to
communicate concisely and to be
actively involved in the school’s
overall programs.

Parents:
TALK, SHARE, LIAISE

From sharing my role as coordinator
of parent programs with our STLD, it
is obvious that parents are very inter-
ested in the research and homework
tasks which are a part of their chil-
dren’s studies. Through learning and
curriculum workshops, open nights,
Parents & Citizens’ meetings, the
EPISLL program, School Council and
other ventures, our parents have
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developed active and vocal interest
in-the school’s programs.

As follow-up to these activities, our
parents recently identified a range of
learning approaches which they
wanted to be integrated into the
school’s learning. Some of these sug-
gestions are currently being imple-
mented in courses and teaching
approaches, while others are still
being discussed. Many ideas relate
directly to the library, and to parents’
informed understanding of it.
Parents are happy to talk with first
hand knowledge about how their
children learn, to share knowledge of
the school with the wider communi-

tion process, learning styles, levels of
learning, technology, curriculum
mapping, increasing aspects of tradi-
tional and information literacy and
teach pigs to fly. However, since
there are only 24 hours in the day,
and we're all stuck with being
human, not all collaborative endeav-
ours are destined to be complete or
perfect. Effective cooperative plan-
ning, programming and teaching
(CPPT) does not always occur, nor
does it happen overnight. There are,
however, definite patches of success
that we each build on, and this
encourages us to persevere in our
efforts to initiate, and participate in,

promoting effective learning for our
students. Discussing these with other
teacher-librarians also helps keep our
teaching/learning focus productive
and involved within our own
schools.

ty and to liaise with teachers, chil-
dren and other parents to the benefit
of all our learners.

Implications for the

teacher-librarian Each group described above has

As teacher-librarians, we all know much to share. They bring differing
that we should integrate the informa-  needs, experience, and attitudes to

any aspect of planning and learning.
Teachers, students, executive and
parents have their own areas of
expertise which, through planning
with them, teacher-librarians can
gain a broad and realistic picture of
the overall learning in the school.
The library is in a position to help
coordinate and adapt these ideas for
each individual with which we work.

Our collaborative role has evolved to
acknowledge and necessitate concen-
trated efforts to be involved actively
with a range of individuals, in the
formal and informal curriculum.
Regardless of what acronyms are
used for curriculum packaging, or
for planning about learning, what
seems important is our dedication to
create a positive learning environ-
ment. Teacher-librarians value the

input of all those who are involved in

learning. We excel in adapting these
ideas to our own situations, in ways
that benefit learners. B

In 1997, many groups of educators were invited to
respond to the English K-6 syllabus and
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support documents (revised draft, September
1997). In the November, the NSW School Libraries
Section of the Australian Library and Information
Association (ALIA), compiled teacher-librarians’
responses to the revised draft for the NSW Board of
Studies. Maggie Roche is teacher-librarian at
Burwood Primary School and a committee member
of ALIA School Libraries Section (NSW Group).

' ne of the methods used by ALIA to evaluate the
O English K-6 syllabus and support documents was to

correlate the outcomes and indicators from the
syllabus with the already familiar process from
Information skills in the school. It was found that the full
range of information skills had been integrated and
embedded in the draft syllabus, although there were
reservations about the use of some terminology used to
classify certain indicators (eg “book handling skills,
research skills”).

The Board of Studies released the English K-6 syllabus in
its final form in March 1998. English K-6 outcomes rele-
vant to Information skills in the school remain unchanged.
For example, the information skill Selecting is well
addressed by the reading outcome substrand “Learning
to read: Reading and viewing texts”. The writing outcome
substrand “Learning to write: Producing texts” correlates
with the information skill of Presenting.

With Scan about to go to press, there was just enough
time to revise and update the ALIA subcommittee’s
checklist of indicators against the syllabus. It was pleas-
ing to see that the formal suggestions of teacher-librarians
had had a positive impact. While many of the final docu-
ment’s indicators remain identical to the draft, some are
subtly altered and others are completely revised. For
example, in the new syllabus, “Book handling and
research” indicators are now grouped with others under a
specific heading called “Information skills”.

The exercise was an important one, for the checklist illus-
trates very clearly the extent of direction being given to

classroom teachers in current syllabus writing. It is evi-
dent that researching, and using a variety of information
sources, are integral, vital, accepted parts of the process of
reading, writing, talking and producing texts.

In the following grids, selected English indicators have
been joined with additional relevant skills or learning
experiences from the document’s content overview. The
resulting blend is not verbatim, as words have sometimes
been cut, or changed for simplicity, and to save space.
However the meaning has been retained. Teacher-librari-
ans will be able to work with teachers using the indica-
tors in English K-6 syllabus, alongside similarly useful out-
comes and indicators, such as from Science and technology
K-6 syllabus. The resulting cooperative planning, pro-
gramming, teaching and student assessment will
undoubtedly strengthen integrated information skill
development and resource-based learning.
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Teaching/learning

English K-6

Early STAGE 1

 DEFINING

OCATING

* uses relevant questions to

. ask for specific information.

¢ rephrases statements to increase their clarity

@ reflects on reading, eg What do I want or need to read? !

» asks for books or other
- reading material to be read

- identifies literary and factu-
al texts

¢ listens for and responds to

" information in class

* reads labels accompanying
pictures.

¢ Jocates / finds information from a' varietgf of textsmcludmg CD-ROMs .

 gate hypertext effectively. 11

. ® uses a number of sources for information, including software, pic-
tures, posters, signs, labels, books

* uses different parts of a text to access information, eg title page, con-
tents page, glossary, menu 8!

* listens to a variety of speakers and responds with questions and com-
ments that are relevant to the topic M

* assesses role of visual images accompanying written text, eg provid-

ing additional information / introducing new information

* uses computer software to find information, eg by beginning to navi-

SELECTING

_ ORGANISING

¢ discusses a variety of texts

daily

. * identifies subject matter of

pictures in books, magazines
electronic books, CD-ROMs,

television and video

e talks about the information
found in factual texts

¢ retells information gained

from texts Us!

* begins to recognise points of

view in texts read or viewed.

* contributes to joint con-

struction of texts.

“how to do things and texts that persuade

4

* writes notes from texts

information in texts.

- * has modelled how to select and organise information before writing 1

¢ selects texts that tell stories, texts that have inyfyoyr‘mation, texts that telly

* selects texts related to a topic

¢ listens with focus to select information IL!

* retells ideas from a factual text for beginning readers
¢ recalls incidents and information from texts L1

* participates in class or group brainstorming activities to cluster or cat-
egorise ideas and facts following reading of texts

* makes connections between own knowledge and experience and

¢ uses a framework to make notes, eg matrix, flowchart, semantic map

* uses a pro forma with headings ™, guided questions [ to scaffold text

* participates in organising spoken texts, eg sequencing ideas, events. [Ll

. PRESENTING

* dictates a range of text types
for adults to write

* writes / types single sen-
tence observations and

descriptions

. ® chooses words to label

drawings

* uses computer software to
create fexts.

- text types (]

_ ® uses a prop or visual aid M

e writes a simple statement or short text for different purposes

* engages in joint and independent constructions of a range of

* gives a brief, simple oral information report

* speaks on an expanded range of topics to a wider range of audiences,
eg other classes, assembly, parent and open days (L

* writes elementary descriptive information reports

* uses word processors to create texts
¢ uses heading to indicate topic of text
* uses drawings to accompany text where relevant

* chooses appropriate words to labels things such as drawings.

 Englishk-6

Teaching/Learning

STAGE 2

_ DEFINING

_ LOCATING

¢ talks about reseéréh as a way of building up a topic.

. predicts and lists a range of print and nonprint resources for answering focus questions, eg Internet,

literary and factual films, photographs, charts, people

* locates information from sources such as books, pictures, bookmarked sections of the Internet, data-

. bases, CD-ROMs and media texts 5]

o locates and sorts information on a topic from a variety of sources [S!

* uses knowledge of alphabetical order, first and subsequent letters of a word to locate information in
dictionaries, encyclopedias and glossarjes Ul

* uses the table of contents, menu, index, page numbers, headings, captions, key words U]

¢ skims using headings, subheadings, layout, graphics

¢ relates information in text to accompanying graphics

* uses email to request information, eg to an identified expert

.o conducts brief interviews to obtain information

* seeks an explanation or more information from a speaker.

. SELECTING

* selects texts relevant to the topic under discussion

* acts as reporter for a discussion group, summarising main points

. * identifies key words and phrases

* makes brief relevant notes, recording resources used !

* contributes to class summary after reading or viewing

* makes some inferences about ideas implicit in a text

* interprets maps, charts, diagrams, graphs, photos, graphics
¢ distinguishes between fact and opinion

. * discusses the ways different groups of people are represented in texts; identifies stereotypes

* makes comparisons and identifies differences between text produced in different media.

 ORGANISING

¢ plans spoken descriptions, recounts and reports, identifying main ideas to be presented

* plans structure using pro formas, with guide questions or headings

* uses a range of drafting strategies, eg notetaking, planning, organising headings, writing key words,
revising, final drafting, editing, proofreading !

* uses computers to draft and edit writing.

 PRESENTING

. engages in many structured speaking situations, eg reporting, describing, recounting !
* gives sustained reports on generalised, researched topics, may use notes as prompts
* addresses a school and/or community audience on variety of researched topics related to
curriculum [
» works with a variety of forms, eg projects, letters, diagrams, posters, multimedia !, poster presenta-
tion, slide show
¢ jointly and independently constructs a range of texts for different audiences and purposes:
- writes fuller descriptions of people, animals, objects, places
- writes more extended descriptions of each feature in a report
- writes reports that include information about different parts of things and their components
- writes simple sequential explanations;

¢ uses illustrations and diagrams where relevant.

- ASSESSING

¢ develops criteria for assessing oral presentations, eg content, structure, presentation. [
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* identifies a research topic (! )

O B

¢ states the purpose and intended reader; refines topic.

e
* identifies and locates resources, eg through subject / keyword / author / title searches, encyclopedias,
atlases, yearbooks, databases, CD-ROMs, pamphlets, newspapers, Internet 5!

» listens to more lengthy, challenging spoken texts, gleaning information, listening critically !

* listens to a variety of text types presented by people of different ages, language, culture, roles!"
» reads daily a wider range of text types [F!

* understands and uses various text layouts to access information

* uses email and Internet sources to request and receive information

* uses several strategies for finding information in texts, eg scanning for gist, scanning for specific infor- |
mation, contents, index, glossary

» seeks information from others while on school excursions

¢ interviews a local community member.

-
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* selects relevant and accurate information 151

* takes notes from a range of spoken texts, eg guest speaker, television, videos and CD-ROM

» identifies the main idea and supporting details of a spoken text and summarises it for others
¢ listens in group discussions and records key issues

* records information from a variety of sources

¢ summarises key information

¢ discusses how people from different sociocultural or minority groups or people in particular roles are
represented and whether these representations are accurate, fair, stereotypical

* recognises when an opinion is being offered as opposed to fact (if culturally appropriate)

» evaluates information for currency, point of view and appropriateness for intended audience. ¥
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¢ plans writing through discussion with others and by making notes, lists or drawing diagrams
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¢ produces well-planned, coherent, extended texts by applying knowledge about the writing process, eg
researching, drafting, revising, editing, proofreading, structuring paragraphs !

¢ organises written text to suit a multimedia product.

s
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¢ delivers a variety of oral presentations for more varied audiences ", using te

&
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chnology
» writes and creatively manipulates a range of text types:

- detailed descriptions, researched recounts

- more detailed reports, with increased technicality
- arguments and discussions supported by evidence
- provides a causal explanation;

* uses software and technology to format a variety of texts, in a variety of media, eg video, audio
* combines various channels of communication in multimedia texts I

¢ designs and organises information for a Web page

¢ uses related diagrams, charts, maps, graphs, illustrations

» produces texts with attention to design, layout and graphics. [

N ————— _— — . S —— "
s

* develops criteria to evaluate the effectiveness of spoken texts (1!

* reflects critically on the effectiveness of writing, eg how easy it is to retrieve information. [

Among her many other teaching roles,

Katharine Chauncy is a recently

qualified teacher-librarian in two

small NSW schools: Sutton Forest
Primary School and Bundanoon Primary School.
Katharine and her Principal at Sutton Forest,
Laurie Connery, were eager to introduce technology,
a decision which put the whole school community
on a steep learning curve.

utton Forest Public School is a small, three-teacher primary school, situated in the
Southern Highlands of NSW, near Moss Vale. Our school has an enrolment of 68 stu-
dents in three composite classes. In 1998, there are K/1,2/3 and 4/ 5/6 composite classd
es. The teaching staff includes a teaching Principal, two classroom teachers and myself.
During my 2.5 days per week at Sutton Forest, I provide the relief from face-to-face,
part-time and teacher-librarian components of the school’s total allocation.

- Laurie Connery has been the Principal at Sutton Forest

* Public School since 1990. His role as a teaching principal,
and his strong interest in technology, has enabled a
successful collaboration with the teacher-librarian to
revolutionise a traditional, small school library into a future
driven learning centre.

The transformation of Sutton Forest Primary School’s library, from a two-room
corner of the former principal’s residence to a technologically driven learning
centre, has been an outcome of long term planning, collaborative effort and sheer
hard work.

Memories of sitting with 25 children in an area of twenty square metres, to con-
duct lessons about book etiquette, manual borrowing procedures and the use of
card catalogues, still draw the occasional shake of the head. “How did we ever
do it?” Quickly replacing that thought is the realisation of the ongoing challenge:
that of upskilling our teachers, students and the community to make efficient use
of our automated resource, despite the teacher-librarian not being available every
day of the week.

In a small school, the library can be either a barren desert or a living oasis as a
learning resource. It depends on the school’s priorities as to the value of its con-
tents. While technologies such as satellite receivers, Internet grants and OASIS
Adlib computers are provided by the government, small schools must seek innov-
ative ways of acquiring resources. Over time, the library must continue to be high
on the list for funding and support.

At Sutton Forest, our future goals will include: the continued development of the
role of the teacher-librarian as a facilitator of learning; team teaching and collabo-
ration; and outcomes based programs.

SCAN Vol 17 No 2 May 1998
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Sutton Forest Primary School is ready for the 21% century.

Setting up a school library to provide daily access to teaching and learning resources is
a challenge for teacher-librarians who work in the school for only a few hours a week.
Just a few years ago, the reliable old card system at Sutton Forest was one that could
be managed efficiently, easily and effectively‘by all staff and students. However, the
introduction of OASIS quickly threw established, familiar routines and library pro-
grams into disarray.

Through 1994 and 1995 we not only automated the library, but simultaneously moved
it to a new demountable building, and sifted and sorted our way through an old col-
lection donated to us from another small school that had been closed. Rapid retrospec-
tive, an energetic clerical assistant, a team of willing parent helpers and a supportive
Principal and staff saw this time consuming and seemingly never ending job finally
completed. By the end of 1995, I was excited to announce that I had thrown the card

catalogue away. The concept of automated circulation drew some shocked expressions
from the teaching staff. ‘

The students, however, were immedi-
ately entranced with the new beeping
zapper and thought we’'d turned the
library into a modern supermarket.
Some of us had our dreams set for a
21st century, K-6 Resource and
Learning Centre! While I relished the
thought of never having to write
names on borrowers’ cards, or look
through catalogue drawers again, for
the teachers it was a more difficult
period. They no longer felt confident
to use the library independently and
were completely reliant on me operat-
ing the system (on my on-duty days),
let alone solving immediate problems.
This was, of course, one way to inad-
vertently lock out the school commu-
nity from our valuable resources.
Something that had to be changed
immediately.

Part of one school development day was set aside for me to familiarise the staff with
OASIS library and give them some time to ‘have a go’, not only with using the
Circulation and Enquiry modules, but to locate the power points, turn the two machines
on and access the correct modules using the password procedure. A simple set of step
by step instruction sheets was produced for each teacher to follow. We have one file
server/workstation, and another workstation with a portable barcode reader attached,
50 they had to learn to start up and close down both!

Teachers, just like students, learn by doing. I encouraged the classroom teachers to take
over the circulation roles completely and they now enjoy a relaxed interaction with
their students. They discuss, informally, book choices, likes and dislikes, and steer their

students gently into choosing something that suits their reading ability or general
interest.

My role during this time became one of assisting students at the shelves, and teaching
small groups or individuals to use OASIS enquiry at the point of need. It was also an
opportunity to reinforce the children’s locating skills previously learned or familiaris-
ing the youngest students with a number of simple OASIS functions. Team-teaching
enabled us to have formal lessons in the library, with the classroom teacher and sup-
port teacher interchanging roles regularly depending on the outcomes of the unit.

SPEED BUMPS ON THE INFORMATION SUPER HIGHWAY

1996 saw the first IBM compatible Internet and CD-ROM computer arrive at Sutton
Forest. As this was seen as a resource to be used by the whole school, it was installed
in our Resource and Learning Centre (aka the library). With enthusiasm, we purchased

None of the

teachers
have to wait
for that
allocated
library day
and the
appearance
of the
teacher-
librarian to
unlock the
door to the
information

environment

a number of CD-ROM encyclopedia and reference titles to begin our collection, and I
relocated my copy of The Internet for dummies to the staffroom table. We were on the
information super highway.

Unfortunately, we were unprepared for the many new obstacles to overcome. With large
composite classes in the Library at one time, and just one computer, we couldn’t use the
‘Net and a CD-ROM simultaneously. Also, the students needed guidance and explicit
teaching at every step of the process. Only the Principal and myself had any idea at all of
how to operate the new technology, and thereby gain access to this seemingly boundless
frontier of information.

URLs, WWWs, ROMS, RAMS and megabytes were enough to frighten teachers off.
Ironically, they shook their heads vigorously and retreated quickly to their comfortable
technological zone: the circulation desk!

I've always liked that saying, “Don’t dwell on the past.” I do think it’s more important to
dwell on successes, even if they are only small steps forward, such as how to do some-
thing without having to refer to the manual. It all takes time: time in the seat; time to
experiment; time to surf the Internet; time to talk; time for inservice courses; and time to
ring up Technology Support. A good sense of humour helps when everything seems
insurmountable.

Admittedly one must also be prepared for the usual technological problems and annoy-
ing glitches. I admit to worrying that those patient souls at the other end of my most fre-
quently dialled phone number, Technology Support, will one day become so exasperated
with my litany of mishaps that they will ask me to leave them in peace... forever!

The school reached another turning point in 1997, with the arrival of our second IBM
compatible computer. A kind family also donated their superseded 486 Win 3.1 computer,
s0 it is now possible (with carefully orchestrated and supervised group work) for the stu-
dents to rotate through a number of activities over a period of weeks, allowing them to
learn to use information technology as part of the teaching and learning program in the
library. The classroom teachers are learning with their students. Sometimes, I even find
myself back at Circulation, as the staff feel more and more confident about taking the
active role in the use of both the Internet and CD-ROMs.

We are, at present, networking the library computers and investigating ways to optimise
their use even further. During 1998, we continue to adopt an outcomes based approach to
teaching and learning across each key learning area, including the library program.
Specific information skills outcomes for units of work undertaken in the classrooms have
been targeted for the collaborative approach to our team-teaching efforts. We build on
our familiarity with technology, our developing expertise and positive attitudes to pin-
point the knowledge and skills the students need to acquire at each level. At the same
time, we emphasise a love of literature and literacy. Reading for sheer pleasure has not
been discarded or displaced, but continues to be important across the curriculum.

AN EVER-CHANGING VISION OF THE FUTURE :

The benefits of having information technology thrust upon us have been far reaching.
Our school’s resources can be used five days a week. None of the teachers have to wait
for that allocated library day and the appearance of the teacher-librarian to unlock the
door to the information environment. Literally, everyone now has a set of keys.

Ownership of, and responsibility for, the schools’ resources is shared by all, and collec-
tion development is linked with the real needs of staff and students. The teachers are
actively involved in all aspects of the information skills program, with everyone’s unique
skills being used to the best advantage for student learning. Teachers are learning with
and from each other and the students.

With the arrival of the exciting new innovations from SCIS (such as SCISWeb), I am now
planning how to best use the time I previously spent cataloguing resources manually. My
clerical assistant and I plan to work together at first, mastering the new procedures. Then
I will leave most of that work in her capable hands, while I resume my increasingly
active role, as a teacher-librarian.

At Sutton Forest and, I think, in most small schools, there is still a long way to go and a

lot to learn. Yet there is always a long way to go: the journey never ends... and it’s profes-
sionally rewarding and fulfilling to be on this journey together. B
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The following three articles are practical examples
of the exciting work being done by teacher-librarians
across Australia, as they assist classroom teachers to
incorporate information literacy and technology into
the full range of key learning areas. While these
success stories are from primary schools, the ideas
and methods discussed would be readily adapted

for use with secondary students.

Multimedia slide shouws:

Rdventures with my worst best friend

Jenny Ashby, teacher-librarian and Year 5/6 teacher
at Epsom Primary in Victoria, shares her trials and
triumphs in integrating literacy and technology
through the popular novels of Max Dann.

and computer lessons P—6, as well as teaching Year

5/6 in the afternoon. Combining these roles, I can
integrate technology into the library program quite easily
and, as computing is my main background, I tend to
think of computing activities first rather than pen and
paper activities.

I have a variety of positions in my school. I take library

A major literacy unit with Year 4/5 classes has revolved
around the book Adventures with my worst best friend, writ-
ten by Max Dann in 1982. This is the story of young
Roger Thesaurus, who decides to run away and travel the
world. Poor planning sees him arrive a day and a half
early for the train to Sydney. He visits a friend, Max, for a
few hours and then decides to return home. On the way
back, Roger falls down a ditch outside the house of the
school bully, Peter Dusting. Roger and Dusting continue a
love/hate relationship throughout the book, with Dusting
helping Roger out and the two becoming friends.

Although this book is not new (I related more to the TV
shows and actors mentioned than did the students), it has
so many possibilities for literacy activities. Even the title
intrigues the children, and sharing the book leads to
many discussions about the theme of friendship; a great
way to start the beginning of the year. Other themes/top-
ics in the novel include bullying, multiculturalism, migra-
tion, racism, television, families, travel, mapping, plan-
ning, transport and housing.

The student outcomes for speaking and listening in
English targetted by this unit have included:

¢ Interact for specific purposes with people in the class-
room and school community using a small range of text
types (Level 3).

¢ Recognise that certain types of spoken texts are associ-
ated with particular contexts and purposes (Level 3).

¢ Interact with others in a variety of situations to develop
and present familiar ideas, events and information
(Level 4).

* Consider aspects of context, purpose and audience
when speaking and listening in familiar situations
(Level 4).

(Curriculum and standards framework: English, 1995 Victoria
Board of Studies; the NSW English K-6 syllabus has simi-
lar outcomes at these levels.)

Enter Kid pix studio

One of the students’ favourite activities involves them
making a multimedia slide show of talking postcards,
from the places around the world where fictitious Roger
would have liked to visit. The students put themselves
“in Roger’s shoes” and send a postcard home to another
character in the book.

The software we use to create slide shows on our
Macintosh computers is called Kid pix studio, from
Broderbund. The World Book multimedia encyclopedia CD-
ROM (1996} is used in tandem with Kid pix to take exotic
international “snapshots” for use in the slide show.

Firstly, the students open The World Book CD-ROM and go
to the Picture Gallery. By clicking on the list of places
shown, the children can choose the location they would
like to see. Not all pictures in the CD-ROM can be copied,
so the children soon learn to note whether the “copy”
menu option is available.

The students open the text about the picture, read it and
take down only the keywords. This is an excellent oppor-
tunity to emphasise note-taking skills. If a school has
insufficient computers and software, it is also possible to
print the text and have the students underline their key-
words. Otherwise, the children can practice reading text
on-screen and taking notes.

Once the keywords are decided upon, the children edit
and select their copy. For computers with enough RAM,
both applications can be kept open and it is easy to swap
from one program to the other.

he students put themselves in Roger's

‘ hOes " and send a postcard home to
another character in the book.

Later, within the Kid pix studio program, the students go
to Make a picture. Once the window has opened the chil-
dren can call up their selected picture. When it comes
onto the screen, one inevitably hears a collective “Wow!”
from the children. The mouse is moved to position the
picture. Another click of the mouse pastes the picture into
its desired location. A World Book copyright statement
automatically appears under each picture, demonstrating
to the children the importance of acknowledging source
materials in their own work.

Adding sound

The next task for the children is to use their keywords
and the picture to tell someone about Roger’s trip. The
children record their commentary by selecting Record a
sound from the Goodies menu. This is as easy as using a
tape recorder (does anyone still use audio tapes?), but
getting a high quality recording can be a challenge.
Giggling is very catchy to all involved and the Macintosh
picks up sounds very well. I usually encourage the chil-
dren to come back when the library is empty (but if any-
one has a portable Cone of Silence, it could be handy).

When the sound is complete, the picture needs to be
saved so it can be put into a slide show. The first group of
students select the option Make a slide show and watch
as the Trucks window appears, ready to have pictures
inserted. (One younger child thought the program was all
about trucks when he saw this page and continues to
hound me for the program with the trucks.)

Subsequent groups add their work to the already started
file by selecting Open a slide show. The children quickly
learn to be methodical: naming their sound and picture
files appropriately; remembering to save the slide show
after each picture is added; etc. Otherwise, the files easily
imitate missing socks in the wash (ie two files go in but

only one comes out). There is also an opportunity for the
children to play movie director, trying out the different
“transitions” available (eg fade, wipe, dissolve, etc) to
move from one image to the next.

Presenting and Assessing

We organised a premiere of the slide show with a “Come
as a character from Adventures with my worst best friend
day”. Max's five sisters proved to be a great group dress-
up. After viewing the production, the audience celebrated
“friendship” by awarding each other hand-made tro-
phies. I also use this slide show with other grades as an
extension to reading the book. One of the sequels in
Dann’s Roger Thesaurus series is called Dusting in love and
this has become a very popular request at the Reservation
counter of the library.

The sky is your limit
A multimedia slide show has so many possibilities:
¢ making slides to show the parts of a story in sequence

* book reviews on a continuous loop, by putting several
different slide shows into one. I often take the keyboard
and mouse away to leave the slide show running on a
monitor

* creating a presentation about a particular author and
his/her works, including personal details and book
covers of titles held in the library

* Book Week displays and announcements of new acqui-
sitions in the library

* researching animals for reports and explanations (eg life
cycles; the sound effects of eggs hatching can be very
effective).

The World Book mulitimedia encyclopedia is only one of
many information CD-ROMs that can be used in conjunc-
tion with a slide show program. The “stamps” and draw-
ing tools which accompany Kid pix studio are also useful.
The Internet is another great source of graphics, so long
as the children stay on task and copyright is respected. A
scanner, if available, can convert original artwork into
images for the slide shows.

Last year, I made the announcement of the Children’s
Book Council prize winners at a school assembly via a
multimedia slide show. I used a digital camera to take
snapshots of the front covers of each book. The children
loved it; they seem to be mesmerised by monitors.

Children in Years 5-6 may soon want something a little
more sophisticated and, if they have been surfing the
Internet, they will enjoy the possibilities of programs such
as Hyperstudio. This program allows the making of
numerous “cards” (in “stacks”), interlinked with hyper-
text, similar to Web pages on the Internet. The latest ver-
sion actually facilitates the uploading of such presenta-
tions onto Web sites.

Multimedia slide shows have becomie an effective high-
light of Epsom Primary’s library and computer
programs. W
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Researching the human body

Angela Heuzenroeder is a teacher-librarian at Angaston Primary
School in South Australia, as well as a current Awards
Coordinator of the Children’s Book Council of Australia. Angela
and a class teacher, Geoff Cook, have enjoyed great success with

multimedia slide shows, although they admit to being barely one
step ahead of an enthusiastic group of primary students.

The idea of using multimedjia slide
shows to present student research
actually came from the students
themselves. Quite unexpectedly, a
bright group of upper primary stu-
dents presented some research to their
class using Powerpoint and Harvard
graphics. The way they incorporated
music and diagrams, which they had
found on the Internet, left the class
teacher and me gasping. I decided, at
that moment, that this was the way of
the future. If the students were going
to learn how to do this, there was no
time like the present.

Getting started

The aforementioned class, now in
Year 7 (the final primary year in
South Australia), was our obvious
group to target. There were more

than a few hurdles to overcome:

for one, I had no idea how to use a
slide show presentation. I enrolled in
an inservice course to find out, while
Geoff Cook, their teacher, took
responsibility for learning how to
scan, electronically, hand-drawn
illustrations into computer readable
images.

Geoff and I then sought out a pro-
gram which the school could afford
to download onto the fifteen comput-
ers in our computer room; site
licences can be expensive. Kid pix stu-
dio was colourful and fun to use, and
it was already a part of the package
of programs we had. Pictures and
sound could be imported from exter-
nal sources. Word processing capabil-
ities were limited, but we could get
by. The important thing was to begin.
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The class was familiar with the rou-
tine of short research projects, on
numerous topics, which the two of
us had been setting. Now we could
take those a step further, incorporat-
ing a computer slide show as the
means for presenting their informa-
tion. The science unit we selected
was The human body.

Planning

Our planning sessions consisted of
two 60 minute, after-school discus-
sions, plus many snatched conversa-
tions at the photocopier. With our
initial planning pro forma, we tried
to observe three principles:

¢ The unit of work was to be related
to specific strands and outcomes
from the Statement and profile docu-
ments which are the basis of cur-
riculum in South Australian
schools.

¢ The research process and the
preparation of slide shows were to
be treated as two separate entities,
to be assessed separately. (This was
to ensure we acknowledged the
students’” work before it reached a
computer screen. Also, we were
unsure of how successful the pre-
sentation component would be.)

We would provide ‘scaffolds’ on
which the students could build. All
students had read books on human
organs in class ('knowledge in
advance’ or ‘field knowledge’)
before they began researching.

I also made my own multimedia

separate entities,

slide show presentation on a differ-
ent topic. This was shown to the
class to demonstrate the sorts of
techniques they might emulate.

Defining

The school had multiple copies of
books on the human eye, ear, brain,
skin, heart, muscles, bones, etc.
Students perused these over several
silent reading sessions, then dis-
cussed them informally in groups.
We also had a general whole class
lesson to brainstorm facts about
human organs. Their responses to a
request for “useful pro forma head-
ings” for their factual reports and
explanations turned into a webbing
exercise as we linked similar con-
cepts.

Locating and selecting

As a part of the framework for
preparing their slide shows, the stu-
dents were reminded to follow famil-
iar practice and:

¢ record their sources in a
bibliography

* provide evidence of research done
out of lesson times (we warned
the public librarians!)

* make use of a variety of resources:
CD-ROMs; reference books; charts;
the Internet; and listservs, such as
OZTL_Net.

Organising

The students were expected to record
their information on a working docu-
ment before producing their final

of slide shows w

product. For this unit, the pro forma
was hand drawn, devised ten minutes
before the first research group
arrived at the resource centre. It
makes me smile to think that some of
our most successful teaching aids
have been a delightful combination
of state of the art technology and
things sketched on paper during
moments of spontaneity.

After the factual writing from their
proformas was marked, it was time

to work on
their slide
show presen-
tations. The
students were
paired off,
which gave
the less confi-
dent ones
some moral
support.
Issued with
blank story-
boards, they
had to tran-
scribe their
facts into the
new layout.
Each pair was issued with a disk, on
which their computer data was to be
saved.

Presenting

Isn’t it amazing how the young
adapt to new technology? Like duck-
lings taking to water, most of them
had discovered more tricks and fan-
dangles in the Kid pix studio program
than I had found over several days.
Geoff and I found ourselves relegat-
ed to unsnarling the odd technical
problem, and ensuring that the stu-
dents questioned their own decisions
about design techniques. (It was dif-
ficult to convince one child that little
graphics of daisies, “stamped” all
over the title page, were not really
appropriate for a multimedia presen-
tation on blood and the circulation
system.)

As presentation day drew near, an
amazing thing happened: one
lunchtime,
a handful

coopera-
tive, least
motivated
students
appeared at the resource centre door.
They were wanting to work on their
slide shows! Geoff and I quickly set
them up at the workstations.

Assessing

Despite a limitation we discovered,
whereby there was no way to present
large quantities of written text on Kid
pix, some students gave presenta-
tions which were quite brilliant.

of the least »

Kid pix studio graphics © Broderbund. Courtesy Dataflow Computer Services

Many resorted to adding facts ver-
bally as their slide shows played on
the monitor. Long bibliographies
were also ruled up by hand. Even the
weakest slide shows showed a flair
for clever use of attractive and witty
artwork. (There are many “stamps”
in Kid pix of eyeballs, ears and skulls,
which can be used; we had enough
skulls to fill a charnel house!)

_In front of the Principal (our special

audience member), every student
managed to load his or her disk into
the computer, open the program and
run a slide show. Even the least con-
fident had gained the skills needed
to speak with ease and operate the
computer.

Geoff and I were amazed, one lunch
hour, to see a normally shy girl sit-
ting at a work station with some very
young children, demonstrating how
to draw in Kid pix and convert their
drawings into a slide show.

The future

When our school can afford it, we
intend to upgrade to a more sophisti-
cated program for creating and pre-
senting slide shows to upper primary
classes. Ideally, we would like to
accommodate higher level outcomes
for writing in varying text types.
Meanwhile, multimedia slide shows
remain a wonderful program for
introducing a range of skills. We also
anticipate the day when we can con-
sider purchasing a projection system
for the computer, so that our slide
shows could entertain and inform
larger audiences. I must offer to
address a meeting of the fund-raising
committee. M
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Carol Carlin is
teacher-librarian
and
environmental
coordinator at
Menai Primary
School and the coordinator
of the Sutherland Shire
Teacher-librarian Support
Group. Carol is an
advocate of Murder under
the microscope, an
interactive program where
collaborative teaching,
information skills and
environmental education
are integrated.

ates with a semi-flexible timetable. Some library

sessions are set times as they are part of the
Release from Face-to-Face teaching component, while
remaining time slots are used for booked classes, based
on cooperatively planned units relevant to class pro-
grams.

T he library program at Menai Primary School oper-

The effective use of existing resources reduces the need to
constantly “reinvent the wheel” each time a teaching-
learning program needs to be developed. An excellent
resource available to all Australian schools is Murder under
the microscope. Having assisted students with their research
in a previous interactive game, I used this resource for the
first time in 1997 as the basis for cooperative planning and
teaching. It presented the opportunity to:

* work collaboratively with another teacher, John Selby,
Assistant Principal teaching Year 6

* immerse the students in the information process and
resource based learning

* give students access to a wide range of technology.

What is Murder under the microscope?

Murder under the microscope is an environmental eco-game
where the student outcomes are to increase awareness of
water resource management and environmental issues.
Created by OTEN (Open Training and Education Network)

Murder under
(he microscope
at Menai Primary
School

and the Department of Land and Water Conservation, the
game has attracted sponsorship from Waterwatch Australia
in 1998 and is designed for Years 5-8.

Each year, the game is designed around a different eco-
logical theme. Our experience was in researching a
marine problem, A riddle of remorse on the reef. This year’s
challenge is Mystery on the marsh, a wetlands theme.

The game combines state of the art technology including
interactive satellite television and the Internet. Students
work in teams to discover where the eco-crime happened
and, from the clues, select the villain and the victim.
Additionally, students can design a solution to the identi-
fied crime.

How is it played?

After registering, teams receive a pack of teaching materi-
als and an information kit (approximately three weeks
prior to the commencement of the game). The kit contains
ten resource files of factual information, suggested activi-
ties and experiments. Additionally, a list of ten possible
crime sites is faxed to the school, and posted on the Web
site at <http:/fwww.microscope.aone.net.au>. Teams begin
investigations of the crime sites and their specific envi-
ronmental management issues. Data is collected from a
wide variety of sources, particularly the Murder under the
microscope Web site, which has loads of information.

Information Technology

To start the game, a top secret fax and Web message from
Catchment HQ reveals a list of twenty possible villains
and thirty possible victims. HQ will communicate the
exact time that teams receive a full briefing of the crime
scene during a satellite broadcast or on the Web site. This
is the beginning of the game. Students have three weeks
until “The Big Day”, when a final accusation is made and
the game is complete.

This game resembles the piecing together of a giant jig-
saw. Students will review clues, collect information about
all the sites, villains and victims. Further clues are posted
from HQ from time to time, and opportunities are provid-
ed for the students to design probing questions for the
“experts” to answer on-line. Student investigators also
have three chances to make a “stab in the dark” guess at
the answer. Immediate responses are given indicating
how many parts are correct. The mystery can be solved,
but only when the students identify causes and effects.
They must also discover the interrelationship of the issues
and the complexity of the solution.

Murder and collaborative teaching

John and I found that Murder under the microscope gave us
the opportunity to work together. We did not need to
write the program, as the Teacher’s hand-
book details outcomes for each key learn-
ing area at Levels 3, 4 and 5. Weekly activ-
ities, classroom management, planning
strategies and research outlines are also
included.

We did, however, need to plan when the
library or classroom would be used, and
how both of us would move into the role
of facilitator to enable the students to become increasingly
responsible for their own learning. We also planned class-
room and library displays of time lines, clues, concept
maps of possible scenarios, posters and lists of things to
do. We also collected a wide range of resources that
would assist students to locate relevant information.

The organisation of student groupings was critical
because the children needed to share and cooperate with-
in their own group and with other groups. John’s knowl-
edge of his students was important in the organisation of
student social groups for the duration of the game. We
found that by having ten groups, each group became
experts on a particular site and its environmental issues,
and on two possible villains and three possible victims.

Murder and information skills

Through cooperative planning and teaching and resource-
based learning, students are given opportunities to learn
how to handle information effectively.

Bronwyn Stuckey, OTEN Project Manager for Murder
under the microscope (1997), explained that, “The scenario
allows students to engage very direcily with what they
are learning, rather than be passive observers. They
become catchment and water resource managers. The
problem is urgent. There’s a time frame on it. The sce-
nario encourages them to make the connections between

the content and problem solving strategies and develop
researching skills to solve the problem.”

All steps in the information process were experienced by
all students, although the game facilitates the use of the
first four of the following steps in particular.

DEFINING - As each group is given a site and a resource
file outlining an environmental issue, students soon dis-
cover that, before the search begins, they need to ask
What is my purpose? and What are the key words of the task?
To manage the task, the children identified sub-topics and
worked out who was responsible for each one.

LOCATING - At this step, students quickly learnt how to
log on and off the Internet correctly, how to search the
Web and CD-ROMs, and how to use telephone books,
telephones and faxes to locate other possible sources of
information. Different groups actively sought pertinent
travel maps, weather maps, tables, diagrams and reports
from environmental groups.

SELECTING - Many groups chose to highlight and list

key words from printed material. Students learnt to dis-

card data that was not needed for their task, usually after

discussions and a few heated arguments with peers, the

class teacher and myself. We found that some students

were developing the skill of checking significant data in
more than one source.

ORGANISING - During the game,
most of the organising skills were
developed during class reviews of the
current status of our detective work.
Mind maps were used to visually
explain when relationships between vil-
lains, victims and sites were thought to
be linked. Clues were then checked
against our possible solutions to keep reviewing the pur-
pose of the game.

PRESENTING - Students contributed to whole-class pre-
sentations. John and I found that, at the conclusion of the
game, a short report using a joint class construction
describing the solution to the problem was appropriate.

ASSESSING - The children discussed their thoughts
about the complexity of the task. Because the game
allowed students to be actively engaged with what they
learnt, they found this program to be exciting and chal-
lenging.

Suggestions

We discovered that, during the game, it became difficult
to devote as much time as was needed for research. John
was concerned that other key learning areas would be
neglected if we allowed too much school time for this
game. We concluded that a possible solution was to plan
other KLA units linked to the Murder theme, wherein
more work could contribute to the solving of the mystery.

Teachers need to become familiar with as many environ-
mental issues as possible and how to play the game, its
aims and time frame. It is difficult to become facilitators
without a deep understanding of the program.

Students will need instruction and practise in searching the
Internet, and preparing and sending email and fax mes-
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sages. It is important to negotiate with the Principal proce-
dures for student use of the school’s telephone and fax. .
Internet reviews continues. Sites for a range of Key Learning Areas
ch edition of Scan to help maintain currency, and ensure

h KLA are provided with helpful information to support
earning. Sites are listed alphabetically by title. Those reviews

Looking for a
Specialist Childrens Bookshop
that prides itself on service?

Teachers should also inform parents of the class commit-
ment to the game. Parental encouragement and support
will help students in their quest to solve the problem.

The main benefit of Murder under the microscope is that

ccerand s s i ok colltorstsly | B Gompetive B Bcollnt Range G e L oversites, spcilly s o major partof the e ol e
0 deve ents’ information skills through resource- Discounts m aadaiilon ation time by teacners t0 Verify specific CUrricutum applications
based learning. The technolo tilised is of benefit t CD Rom levant to t | ) 1 [
based t& andgto the techy witﬁ}iilr; itle ed ;fn o ut:z ; ec;i_ M Accurate Searches elevant to their classes. Thg USER LEVEL descriptor, Professional L
, omp:! p Administration Mo er of such issues. Please note that changes happen daily on the
ence, as able students and the teacher-librarian can share ™ Expertise ovrzrsc?as e and go. We cannot guarantee that the following sites are
4 ering

their expertise. Finally Murder under the microscope is
immensely successful because it is exciting and, most of
all, the learning becomes fun!

permanent or are structured as they were when they were reviewed. These and
other Internet site reviews appear on the DET site
<http:/lwww.dse.nsw.edu.au>. Site reviews for a number of HSC syllabuses
are also available on HSC On-Line <http://hsc.csu.edu.au>.
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Glen St Belrose 2085
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RMIT Publishing

Publishers across the media

Australian Family Resources
on CD-ROM

New from the Australian Institute of Family Studies,
CD-ROM containing over 1300 documents, journal
arficles, reports and publications relating to family
and community welfare issues. Specific subjects
covered include: demographic frends, services to
familles, disadvantaged families, homelessness, child

Documents con be viewed on screen and printed
out for use in research. Available May 1998,
Price: Single user $200, Network $400.

Gondwana fo Gold:
A Chronological History of Australia

This Infernet publication enabiles students to gain
Internet experience while covering Society and
Environment outcomes, It fraces Australian history
from the formation of the continent, the arrival of
the Aborigines, European setflement, fo the finding
of gold In the 1850s. A section of Gondwana canbe
browsed for free at: <htip:/fwww.informit.com.au/
gondwana/gondwana.himi>, A schools annuai
subscription price of only $50 allows uniimited access
1o this excelient social history resource by Wendy
Lowenstein. Schools price: $60

Resources

ATSI ROM

A compilation of significant Australian
Databases on Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islonders '

This exclting new product Includes material from
Awstralic's most authoritative sources on Aborigingl
and Torres Strait Islanders. The disc covers land rights
and native fitle, the stolen generation, arls, music &
literature, indigenous languages. deaths in cusfody,
education, health, history & culture, human rights,
law and social justice, the racism debate, society &
economic issues, government policy, employment,
substance abuse, housing, local government, the
environment and eco-fourism.

Updated semi-annually. Available June 1998,
Price: Single disc $165, Subscription 5300

For further product information, or o place your order, please contact:

RMIT Publishing PO Box 12477 A'Beckett Steeet Melbourne VIC 8006

Tel: 0319349 4994 Fax: (03) 9349 4583

http://www.rmitpublishing.com.an Ematl: nfo@rmitpublishing.com.au

Agriculture Western Australia.

http://www.agric.wa.gov.au/

- What do Western Australian farmers produce? Agriculture

students can find out by accessing Farmstay holidays and

ing, and crop types and quality can be found in Industry
development. The protection of agricultural industries is a
primary concern. Students can conduct their own research
into feral animals, disease, and pest control. Detailed infor-
mation is often accompanied by some excellent images eg.
infected plants, feral goats. Students using Search are able
to access a considerable amount of information. Students
can investigate models that farmers might use to predict
long term benefits and costs of changing farming practices
eg. planting trees, managing salt affected land, and con-
trolling surface water. J. Robinson

USER LEVEL: Stage 5 Stage 6

KLA: TAS

SYLLABUS: Agriculture 7-10; 2U Agriculture

SCIS SUBJECTS:  Agriculture - Western Australia
KEYWORDS: Agriculture; Agweb; farm; Western

REVIEW DATE:3/4/98

Alternative Technology Association’s Web page.

http://www.ata.org.au/

Promoting sustainable technology to the community is
billed as the purpose of this site. On selecting Publications
users are able to view some of the online articles contained
in the hardcopy magazine, Renew (formerly Soft technolo-
gy). Interesting articles from past issues can also be viewed
using Adobe acrobat reader. These include: Sydney’s sus-
tainable house; Solar in the suburbs; Making other com-
panies green; Make your own fridge; and many others.
The Bramlea wind generator gives current information on
wind farms, sustainable energy, and the wind generator
near Bell's Beach in Victoria. Commercial information ‘is
also available on obtaining other books and publications
relevant to green technology. A. Barton

USER LEVEL: Stage 4 Stage 5 Stage 6 Professional
KLA: TAS

SYLLABUS:  Design & Technology 7-10; 2U/3U

Design & Technology

SCIS SUBJECTS:  Alternative technologies;
Technology - Environmental aspects

KEYWORDS: Green technology, sustainable technolo-

Vick;;i;c;.gI;"Zzlz’ii:hingfg:tnzship{ t:fzcher-flimrtiaﬁs. ugd }feuclhers BOO K SELLE R S matching the enterprise to a map showing climatic zones gy, solar energy
r. Library Association of Australia Schoo i i i - : i iati
Libraries Section (NSW Growp), 1985, M Glenrose Shopping Centre of Western Australia. Further information about market- PUBLISHER: ig::g?itéllve Technology Association,

REVIEW DATE:3/4/98

Amazing insects.

http://www.minnetonka.k12.mn.us/groveland/insect.proj
/insects.html

A well planned student centred site, this guides teachers
and students through an integrated unit on insects. Classes
are encouraged to gather information and email to the host
site where their report is recorded. The site includes an
interesting list of insect related links (exploration time
required to verify curriculum relevance), together with
instructions for a variety of activities across subject areas.
What is most impressive are the lesson plans, which
include: objectives (eg observation, identification, record-
ing, communicating); skills list (eg data collection; commu-

protection, work and family, issues affecting youn i

people and isues affecting e aged. - - for secondary schools s e . nication; using technology); vocabulary; materials; proce
The CD-ROM Is easy to use aliowing students fo PUBLISHER:  Agriculture Western Australia, WA dure; recording sheets; and extension activities. Suitable
search for areas of interest via a database. Government for Years 3, 4, or 5, this site could form the basis of any

insect unit and could be used for developing skills in pro-
cedural text writing. P. Williamson

USER LEVEL: Stage 2 Stage 3

KLA: ST

SYLLABUS:  English K-6; Science & Technology K-6
SCIS SUBJECTS:  Insects

KEYWORDS: Classroom projects; insects

PUBLISHER: Goveland Elementary School, USA
REVIEW DATE:3/4/98

ArtScape: painting/mixed
medialoil/papermaking/lithograph/monotype/
Beverly Reordan.

http://www.artscape.com/Artists/reordan/

A small but definitive site, American artist Beverly
Reordan gives her artist’s statement, which includes her
philosophy, ideas, inspiration, methods, and media.
Within this statement there is an emphasis on signs and
symbols, relating directly to the focus area, Art and culture,
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in 2 Unit Visual Arts. There are examples of Reordan’s art-
work, covering a diversity of media, and an extensive bio-
graphical list of exhibitions, educational background,
mediums, and other activities she has been involved in.
There is also a link to Ariscape, a more extensive home site
of artists and resources, which could be explored for mate-
rial relevant to the curriculum. A. Whyte
USER LEVEL: Stage 5 Stage 6
KLA: CA
SYLLABUS: Visual Arts 7-10; 2U Visual Arts
SCIS SUBJECTS:  Art- Study and teaching; Artists
KEYWORDS: Artist’s statement; Artscape; Beverly

~ Reordan
PUBLISHER:  Axtscape, USA
REVIEW DATE:3/4/98

ArtSite - Blue Mountains, City of the arts.

hitp://artsite. bluemountains.net.au

Although there is useful local information provided, for
students and teachers across the state the most valuable
area of this site is the section devoted to the work of indi-
vidual Artists resident in the Blue Mountains. Fach one
includes: images of work from the artist in expandable
thumbnails; lists of achievements; and an artist’s state-
ment, allowing the sharing of experience. The site is clear-
ly and logically organised, enabling easy navigation, with
design and colour not competing with the works.
Sculptors, painters, photographers, musicians, textile,
glass, and performance artists are included, with new
artists added regularly. There is an extensive links site list-
ing Australian and international art-related sites which
could be a professional starting point for further Internet
exploration. R. Buchanan

USER LEVEL: Stage 5 Stage 6

KLA: CA

SYLLABUS: 2U Music; Visual Arts 7-10; 2U Visual
Arts
SCIS SUBJECTS:  Artists, Australian; Musicians,
Australian

KEYWORDS: Arts; artworks; Blue Mountains
PUBLISHER: Blue Mountains artSite (co-operative of
artists)

REVIEW DATE: 3/4/98

Australian Bureau of Statistics World Wide Web
information service.

http://www.abs.gov.au/websitedbs/d3310114.nsf/
Homepage

Four main sections are easily accessed from this home
page: Statistics; ABS news; Products; About ABS. By far
the most useful is Statistics. Here one can link to Key
national indicators which locks at Australia’s current key
economic and social indicators, including: CPL GDP; the
unemployment rate; and company profits. Also offered
here are: 1996 census of population and housing; and
Australia in brief, with tables which provide a broad sta-
tistical picture of Australia’s economic and social environ-
ment. This current information is an essential supplement
to other print resources which date quickly in this field,
and is a good source for both classroom exercises and stu-
dent research across a range of syllabuses. Teacher guid-
ance may be required for student users. S. Dent -

USER LEVEL: Stage 6 Professional

KLA: HSIE; Mathematics; PDHPE; Science

SYLLABUS:  2U Agriculture; 2U Business Studies; 2U

Economics; 2U Geography; 2U Legal

Studies; 2U Mathematics; 2U PDHPE;

2U Society & Culture

SCIS SUBJECTS:  Australia - Statistics; Censuses

KEYWORDS: . Australian Bureau of Statistics; census;
CPIL economic; GDP; statistics

PUBLISHER: Commonwealth of Australia

REVIEW DATE:3/4/98

Australian parliamentary information links.

http://www.mnps.act.edu.au/ austgovt.html
Those teaching government and the federal parliament
would find this informative site worth bookmarking. This
school has created a site which links to eight others. The
first, authored by the Parliamentary Education Office, is
particularly useful for both primary and secondary stu-
dents; it is written in appropriate language for each group.
Teachers are catered for with some innovative strategies
and lesson plans for teaching government. Other links con-
tain: information on senators, and members of the House
of Representatives; access to Hansard and other parlia-
mentary publications; details on various government
departments; and a copy of the Australian Constitution. It
would support Civics and Citizenship. N. Paull
USER LEVEL: Stage 3 Stage 4 Stage 5 Stage 6
KLA: HSIE ‘
SYLLABUS:  Geography 9-10; History 9-10; HSIE K-6
SCIS SUBJECTS:  Australia - Politics and government;
Federal government
KEYWORDS: Government; parliamentary
PUBLISHER: Mount Neighbour Primary School,
Canberra
REVIEW DATE:3/4/98

Big room, dance and technology.

http://www.bigroom.co.uk/index.htm]

A number of sites on the Internet are attempting to come to
grips with the relationship between the art of dance and
the medium of technology. This site deals with these issues
and is continually being updated to reflect technological
advance. Three Web dances are on offer for potential audi-
ences. Brownian motion is interactive, allowing users to
manipulate floating figures and armchairs on a cyberstage.
Lifeblood is a virtual dance: the dance does not actually
exist, but a description of it allows the audience to imagine
it. Other features include a description of a live perfor-
mance (Hamsters in mirrorshades) influenced by modern
technology and cyberpunk literature, and links to the
London Contemporary Dance School. D. Wauchop
USER LEVEL: Professional

KLA: CA

SYLLABUS: Dance 7-10; 2U Dance

SCIS SUBJECTS:  Dancing

KEYWORDS: Dance; technology

PUBLISHER: Big Room, London

AUTHOR: LORD, Richard

REVIEW DATE:3/4/98

Brain teasers.

hitp://www.eduplace.com/math/brain/index.html

Teachers or parents looking for a source of mathematical
problems will find this site useful. The teasers are broken
into three sections, for: Grades 3-4; Grades 5-6; and

Grades 7+. Bach week a new set with solutions is pub-

lished. Previous problems and solutions are archived for

each grade section. The problems are presented in a most-

ly text form, as are the solutions. The questions are based

on practical situations or stories. Hints are also provided.

Some teacher guidance may be necessary as the situations

are varied and often unfamiliar. Some non metric units are

involved. Navigation is easy and fast. Teachers would

examine the problems before deciding on appropriateness.

G. Donaldson

USER LEVEL: Stage 3 Stage 4 Stage 5 Community
Professional

KLA: Mathematics

SYLLABUS: Mathematics K-6; Mathematics 7-10

SCIS SUBJECTS:  Mathematics - Study and teaching

KEYWORDS: Math; question; teasers

PUBLISHER:  Education Place, Houghton Mifflin
Company. USA

REVIEW DATE:3/4/98

Business planning and resources: create your
marketing plan.

http://www.americanexpress.com/smallbusiness/
resources/expanding/mkiplan/

A practical guide for developing a marketing plan for a
business is linked here as part of the American Express
Small Business Services site. Mirroring areas of study in
the Business Studies syllabus, six sections on marketing are
available: The purpose; Your target customer; The bene-
fits of your product or service; Your positioning; Your
marketing tactics; Your market budget. Each article is eas-
ily accessed and is useful for information and as a guide-
line for students who undertake a marketing plan for a
specific business. 5. Dent

USER LEVEL: Stage6

KLA: HSIE

SYLLABUS:  2U Business Studies

SCIS SUBJECTS:  Business; Marketing

KEYWORDS: Business planning; marketing plan
PUBLISHER: American Express Company

REVIEW DATE:3/4/98

EVAL: Highly recommended

Children’s storybooks online.

hittp//www.magickeys.com/books/

A selection of books for children, apparently written for the
site with a number by the site author, are available here.
They range in difficulty and some contain sounds and ani-
mations. Bright, simple graphics and buttons make it easy
for young students to navigate their way around the site.
When they have finished reading the books they can choose
to answer some riddles, attempt a maze, or select pictures
to colour in later. All extra activities are based on particular
books from the site. The site contains a link to other chil-
dren’s stories and writers/illustrators, but their relevance
would need to be verified. While not outstanding, it is a
simple site which young readers may enjoy. N. Cooper
USER LEVEL: Stage 1 Stage 2 Stage 3

KLA: English

SYLLABUS: English K-6

SCIS SUBJECTS: - Children’s literature

KEYWORDS: Children; storybook

PUBLISHER: Magic Keys, USA

AUTHOR: MOORE, Carol

REVIEW DATE:3/4/98

Comptines, chansons et poesies numeros.

hitp://www.momes.net/comptines/comptines-
numeriques.himl

An interesting site, this is useful for primary teachers(Years
1-4) and secondary teachers{Years 7-8). There are 24 songs
and short poems in French about numbers from one to
twelve. They are well presented as short poems/songs of
one or two lines (suitable for primary classes), or poems of
a few lines for more advanced students. The vocabulary is
easy and simple making the poems easy to remember. This
is a valuable site for teachers looking for ideas for an inter-
esting lesson about how to teach numbers in French, with
some short sentences about how much, and some ordinal
numbers such as the first, the second etc. K. Nowacki

USER LEVEL: Stage 2 Stage 3 Stage 4

KLA: LOTE
SYLLABUS: French K-6; French 7-10
SCIS SUBJECTS:  Counting; French language - Study
and teaching
KEYWORDS: Chansons; comptines; numbers;
NUMEros

PUBLISHER: Imaginet, France
REVIEW DATE:3/4/98

Create-a~-saurus.

http://www.adventure.com/kids/dinosaurs/cre-
ateasaurus/

Students studying dinosaurs are able to design a hundred
variations of ten different dinosaurs at this site by sam-
pling various skin textures. While the on screen results are
effective, the site is just a sample of what is available on the
CD-ROM titled 3D dinosaur adventure from Knowledge
Adventure Inc. Create-a-saurus is one of eleven interactive
games available to K-6 children at the site. Playing the
games online can be slow at times; but Create-a-saurus is
ore of the best in the group in terms of its effects and suit-
ability for younger classroom users. G. Fitzgerald

USER LEVEL: Stage 1 Stage 2

KLA: 5T

SYLLABUS:  Science & Technology K-6

SCIS SUBJECTS:  Dinosaurs

KEYWORDS: Create; dinosaur

PUBLISHER: Knowledge Adventure, Inc. USA
REVIEW DATE:3/4/98

Dancing teacher’s resource guide.

hitp://www.pbs.org/dancing/dancinghome.html

Designed as a series of lesson plans to accompany the tele-
vision program Dancing, this site provides a wide range of
resource material for a cultural and historical study of
dance. The program has been shown on ABCTV; the video
is also available through this Public Broadcasting Service
site. Each lesson is presented in the same format and pro-
vides: a program overview; teaching strategies to focus
viewing of the video resource; discussion questions; and a
glossary of relevant key words. Not all tasks match dance
syllabus outcomes, so discerning use, particularly in the
use of practical tasks outlined, is recommended. D.

Wauchop :

USER LEVEL: Professional

KLA: CA

SYLLABUS: Dance 7-10; 2U Dance

SCIS SUBJECTS:  Dancing - Study and teaching
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KEYWORDS: Dance history; dance and culture;
dancing

PUBLISHER:  Public Broadcasting Service, USA

REVIEW DATE:3/4/98

Death of a salesman.

http://www.lfpress.com/Special/Stage/R7-0604. HTM

Although this is an advertisement for a production of the

play at the Avon Theatre, the site does provide a clear pho-

tograph of Al Waxman as Willy Loman, and would allow

students to obtain an understanding of some staging

aspects, particularly body language and male dress of the

late forties. It poses some interesting views about the time-

lessness of Miller’s play, and calls this particular produc-

tion ‘remarkable’. Included is a synopsis of the main con-

cerns of the play, which would be ideal for promoting

classroom discussion. Because of the brevity of the site it

could readily be used as a model for theatre reviews for

students of English. K. Underhill

USER LEVEL: Stage 6 Professional

KLA: English

SYLLABUS: 2U General English

SCIS SUBJECTS:  Miller, Arthur. Death of a salesman

KEYWORDS: Death of a salesman

PUBLISHER: The London Free Press (Sun Media
Corp.)

AUTHOR: GILLESPIE, Ian

REVIEW DATE:3/4/98

Deutsches Museum. (The German Museum)

http://www.DEUTSCHES-MUSEUM.DE/

Located in Munich, this museum is a treasure trove for

those seeking information on mining, as exhibits within

the museum are amongst the country’s largest and cover:

ore; open-cast; salt; coal; and modern mining. The history

of motor vehicles exhibits provide information which

would well support programs looking for resources on

transport and distribution, with an excellent array of visu-

als to supplement the text. There is also information on

current research projects, and tourist information regard-

ing opening hours, location, news, and archival informa-

tion for those lucky enough to be planning a visit. The

German version would provide good source material for

LOTE studies. E. Maxwell

USER LEVEL: Stage 3 Stage 4 Stage 5 Stage 6

KLA: HSIE; LOTE; Science; TAS

SYLLABUS:  Design & Technology 7-10; 2U Design &
Technology; German 7-10; HSIE K-6;
History 7-10; Science & Technology K-6;
Science 7-10

SCIS SUBJECTS:  Germany - Galleries and museums;

Transport; Mines and mineral
resources

KEYWORDS: Deutsches Museum

PUBLISHER: Deutsches Museum, Germany

REVIEW DATE:3/4/98

The Dickens page.

http://lang.nagoya-u.ac.jp/~matsuoka/Dickens.html

A comprehensive list of background information about
Charles Dickens is readily accessed at this site. It seeks to
collect all Internet materials related to the life and works of
Charles Dickens and invites interactions. An attractive por-
trait is provided with links to: Chronology; biographical
details; Bibliography; a Victorian Web; even to the Japan

Branch of the Dickens Fellowship. Another useful feature
is the What's New? section which links current pages
about this author and his contemporaries, including
Thomas Carlyle and Hans Christian Anderson. This is a
most useful site for commencing any study of Charles
Dickens and supporting those studying the HSC text, Great
expectations. Exploration time would be required to verify
curriculum relevance of external links. K. Underhill
USER LEVEL: Stage 4 Stage 5 Stage 6 Professional
KLA: English

SYLLABUS:  English 7-10; 2/3U English

SCIS SUBJECTS:  English literature; Dickens, Charles
KEYWORDS: Charles Dickens; English literature
PUBLISHER: Nagoya University, Japan

AUTHOR: Mitsuharu Matsuoka
REVIEW DATE:3/4/98

EVAL: Highly recommended
Dragonfly.

hitp://www.muohio.edu/dragonfly/index.htmlx

Rather than just providing science activities for children to
duplicate, this program, developed in association with the
National Science Teachers Association (USA), aims to fos-
ter problem solving. It supports Dragonfly magazine.
Questions requiring predictions are offered in the seven
interactive topics: Webs of life (spiders); Hide and seek
(camouflage); Animal communication; Flight; Trees;
Skeletons; and Ice and snow. One activity, for example,
allows the user to design a tree that must survive in a par-
ticular environment. There is some factual information.
The site is colourful and attractive, and opens with an
opportunity to randomly select activities. S. Leslie

USER LEVEL: Stage 3 Stage 4

KLA: Science; ST

SYLLABUS:  Science & Technology K-6; Science 7-10
5CIS SUBJECTS:  Science-Study and teaching
KEYWORDS: Dragonfly; science

PUBLISHER: Miami University, Ohio

REVIEW DATE:3/4/98

Education world (tm) - lesson planning.
(Forecasters fear El Nino year)

hitp://www.education-
world.com/a_lesson/lesson047.shtml

Content of this site is informed by questions such as: what

is El Nino? and, why does it affect weather? There are two

pages of clear explanation of El Nino, with some hypertext

links embedded within the text allowing users to seek fur-

ther detail. The following pages contain an excellent series

of cross curriculum activities, which help students under-

stand the global and local implications of El Nino.

Activities are arranged under headings such as:

Vocabulary; Science; Map skills; Current events; ESL; and

Environment. Related sources and sites (exploration time

required) are also listed, which completes a most useful

site if a unit on weather is being planned. P. Williamson

USER LEVEL: Stage 3 Stage 4

KLA: HSIE; Science; ST

SYLLABUS:  Geography 7-10; Science & Technology
K-6; Science 7-10

SCIS SUBJECTS:  Climate; Weather

KEYWORDS: El Nino; weather

PUBLISHER: Education World, USA

AUTHOR: STAR, Linda

REVIEW DATE:3/4/98

Education world (tm) - lesson planning.
(Timelines: timeless teaching tools)

hitp://www.education-
world.com/a_lesson/lesson044.shtml

The primary feature of this section (found in the Archives
of Lesson planning at this site) is the number of creative
ideas for the construction of timelines which could be
adapted across grades (Years 3 - 6) and curriculum areas.
The ideas include starting points for timelines using a vari-
ety of resources including: the Internet; Almanacs;
Encyclopedias; and Newspapers. A general list of relevant
and potentially useful timeline Internet sites are described
by the author, followed by a focus on sites of specific value
with detailed teaching ideas (exploration time would be
required to verify the curriculum relevance of these). The
ideas demonstrate quite explicitly how timelines can be
integrated across curriculum areas. Although the examples
are primarily American, the ideas are excellent and
Australian examples could be substituted. P. Williamson
USER LEVEL: Stage 2 Stage 3

KLA: Mathematics; ST

SYLLABUS:  Mathematics K-6; Science & Technology
K-6

SCIS SUBJECTS:  Time

KEYWORDS: Lesson planning; timelines
PUBLISHER: Education World, USA

AUTHOR: HOPKINS, Gary

REVIEW DATE:3/4/98

EE113.htm. (EE113 engineering concepts)

http://minyos.its.rmit.edu.au/~reetb/ee113.htm
The introductory page giving access to the text of three
excellent lectures (lectures 1, 2 and 3), part of the EE113
Engineering concepts course, is found here. The informa-
tion covers electricity and robots, from power generation
and transmission to the many types of industrial robots.
These are explained in full using simple language and
excellent photographs. There are twelve lectures in all,
along with twelve tutorials, careers advice, and the oppor-
tunity to contact the faculty. It is well presented and useful
information relevant to industrial technology today.
Lecture 12, about project management, is worth consider-
ing for HSC candidates. Lecture 9 may also be relevant to
computing studies students. P. Thompson
USER LEVEL: Stage 5 Stage 6 Professional
KLA: TAS
SYLLABUS: Computing Studies 7-10; 2U Computing
Studies; Design & Technology 7-10; 2U
Design & Technology; 2U Electronics
Technology; 2U Industrial Technology
SCIS SUBJECTS:  Cybernetics; Electronics; Industrial
arts education
KEYWORDS: Electric; engineering concepts; robotics
PUBLISHER: Dept. of Electrical Engineering, Royal
Melbourne Institute of Technology

AUTHOR: BERGIN, Tom
REVIEW DATE: 3/4/98
EVAL: Highly recommended

The endangered animals of the world.

http://www1.tip.nl/~t232053

Subtitled, International research project, this site is an
attempt to gather global information about endangered
animals. Students are invited to study endangered animals

from their local area, and then link their report to the site
or email it for posting by the publishers. Classes are sup-
ported in their research with a significant number of ques-

tions, research ideas, and suggested links to endangered

animals and other earth friendly sites (exploration time
required to verify curriculum relevance). Two menus (top
and side), contribute to easy navigation for young users
who, will also find the soft colours and animal graphics
appealing. This could be a very motivating site for Years 2
to 6 who are engaged in a unit on endangered animals. P.
Williamson

USER LEVEL: Stage 2 Stage 3

KLA: . ST
SYLLABUS: Science & Technology K-6
SCIS SUBJECTS:  Endangered species; Wildlife con-

servation
KEYWORDS: Endangered animals
PUBLISHER: Primary School De Wadden, The
Netherlands/Cannelton Elementary
School, USA
REVIEW DATE:3/4/98

Endangered species.

http://www.nceet.snre.umich.edwEndSpp/Endangered.h
tml
Any teacher who has an interest in the conservation of
fauna that is threatened or extinct will find a wealth of
facts and images related to all forms of wildlife at this site.
While there is readily accessible information, eg fact sheets
and lesson ideas, much of the site consists of links to other
sites, which could be a good professional starting point for
lesson preparation. The site has a heavy bias towards
information on wildlife in the USA though, with explo-
ration time to verify curriculum relevance, teachers can fol-
low external links to some potentially worthwhile infor-
mation on rare and vulnerable Australian animals. The
Currumbin Sanctuary link, for example, provides useful
fact sheets. G. Fitzgerald
USER LEVEL: Professional
KLA: Science; ST
SYLLABUS:  Science and Technology K-6;
Science 7-10
SCIS SUBJECTS:  Endangered species
KEYWORDS: Conservation; endangered species;
extinct
PUBLISHER: National Consortium for Environmental
Education & Training, USA
REVIEW DATE:3/4/98

Encyberpedia (tm) by Bob Kerstein.
(Encyberpedia - the living encyclopedia from
cyberspace)

hitp://www.encyberpedia.com/ency.htm

It is difficult to limit discussion on a site that is so extensive
in its content. It is possible to investigate global news in the
world of art: threats of forgeries; court developments
regarding the export of previously designated treasures; or
significant art discoveries. Searching the American Civil
War brings up Encarta online with some extensive informa-
tion regarding battles and issues. Preselected subjects high-
light topics including The environment, which has links to
the Erin home page when Australia is chosen. There is live
weather and aviation information, virtual news, and a host
of other possibilities. It is well worth a visit. E. Maxwell
USER LEVEL: Stage 3 Stage 4 Stage 5 Stage 6
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KLA: CA; English; HSIE; LOTE; PDHPE;
Science; TAS
SCIS SUBJECTS:  Art - Study and teaching;
Encyclopaedias; Environmental pol-
icy; United States - History - 1861-

1865, Civil war
KEYWORDS: Encyclopedia; encyberpedia
PUBLISHER: Encyberpedia, USA

REVIEW DATE:3/4/98

Eric’s treasure trove of Mathematics.

http://www.astro.virginia.edu/~ewwén/math/math0.html

For teachers or students looking for specific mathematical

information, this site should holds many answers. It pro-

vides a valuable insight into the vastness of mathematics.

The site combines extensive lists of reference books with

plainly presented notes and diagrams. There is a short list

of specific topics such as: Numbers; Functions; Problems;

and Recreational mathematics. The main body of the site

is reached through an alphabetical listing. Definitions

range from the basic to the complex and obscure, so stu-

dents will require guidance, as much is aimed at a tertiary

level. Attached is a huge collection of links to other mater-

ial, demonstrating the diversity of mathematics. These

require exploration time to verify curriculum relevance

and would be a good professional starting point. G.

Donaldson

USER LEVEL: Stage 5 Stage 6 Professional

KLA: Mathematics

SYLLABUS: Mathematics 7-10; 2U Mathematics; 3U
Mathematics; 4U Mathematics

SCIS SUBJECTS:  Mathematics - Study and teaching

KEYWORDS: Eric; function; mathematics; number the-
ory; treasure

PUBLISHER:  University of Virginia. USA

AUTHOR: WEISSTEIN, Eric

REVIEW DATE:3/4/98

FineArt forum - art + technology netnews.

http://www.gu.edu.au/gart/Fineart_Online/

Originating in Queensland this site represents the ASTN:
the news service on the Internet of the Art, Science and
Technology Network. This includes a monthly magazine
with: up to date news; reviews and features; a resource
link to associated and related sites (exploration time
required to verify curriculum relevance); and an online
gallery (g in top frame). The gallery covers a diverse field
of disciplines, styles and themes. There is also: visual
examples of work; extensive biographical information; and
artist statements. In particular, this gallery is a great source
for rural and distance education students who may lack
the input of direct experience of the art world. A. Whyte
USER LEVEL: Stage 5 Stage 6 Professional
KLA: CA
SYLLABUS: Visual Arts 7-10; 2U Visual Arts
SCIS SUBJECTS:  Art - Study and teaching
KEYWORDS: Art; artists statements; gallery;
technology

PUBLISHER:  Griffith University, QLD
REVIEW DATE:3/4/98
EVAL: Highly recommended

First Nations: Inuit, Arctic peoples.

http://indy4.fdl.cc.mn.us/~isk/canada/can_arct.html

The complexities of the Inuit peoples of Canada and

Greenland are explained here. Articles cover the tradition-

al ways, and the contemporary expressions of culture and

education indigenous people are adapting to modern tech-

nology so their voices can be heard. Like all indigenous

peoples, the continual encroachment of European tradi-

tions and technologies have forced many changes on the

Inuit peoples. This well designed site provides: an

overview of Inuit history since 1945; specifics of Inuit land

claims; impact of urbanisation on Inuit women; modern

Inuit economics; and art. The site has a searchable database

of Inuit information and would be very useful for compar-

ative studies. C. Dorbis

USER LEVEL: Stage 5 Stage 6 Professional

KLA: HSIE

SYLLABUS:  Aboriginal Studies 7-10; 2U Aboriginal
Studies

SCIS SUBJECTS:  Indigenous peoples

KEYWORDS: Canada; Greenland; First Nations;
Indigenous studies; Inuit

PUBLISHER: First Nations, Canada

REVIEW DATE:3/4/98

Graphismes.

http://www.momes.net/education/ecriture/
graphismes.html

Through this site, primary teachers will find valuable ideas
about how French Kindergarten students are taught how
to trace lines and form letters. There are several ready
made lessons with very interesting and appropriate graph-
ics, eg when teaching students to trace dots, teachers will
find a drawing of 5 champignons; or after tracing broken
lines, a page with 2 crocodiles to be completed by students
is available. These graphics are attractive and handy for
colouring and reinforcing numbers. Some easy French
words can be taught simultaneously, especially common
nouns eg. escargots, crocodiles, etc. It is a must for a class
of very young students. K. Nowacki

USER LEVEL: Stage 1 Professional

KLA: LOTE

SYLLABUS: French K-6

SCIS SUBJECTS:  French language - Study and
teaching

KEYWORDS: Ecriture; French writing;

French education
PUBLISHER: Imaginet, France
REVIEW DATE:3/4/98

Guggenheim Museum home page.

http://www.guggenheim.org/index.html

Links to four Guggenheim Museums (Spain, Italy, Soho,
and the well-known Solomon R. Guggenheim Museum
on Fifth Ave, New York) are featured here. Of particular
use for teachers and students are the pages that contain
exhibition information. In the case of the Solomon R.
Guggenheim Museum, detailed fact sheets are available
for current and travelling exhibitions, and also for exhibits
dating back eighteen months. What’s new? posts informa-
tion about current exhibitions; and Public programs
details tours, lectures and performances. Chalkboard is a
forum for visitors’ views about art issues, but is problem-
atic to navigate successfully. D. Wauchop

USER LEVEL: Stage 5 Stage 6 Professional

KLA: CA

SYLLABUS: Visual arts 7-10; 2U Visual Arts

SCIS SUBJECTS:  Art - Galleries and museums
KEYWORDS: Art gallery; exhibitions; Guggenheim;

modernism

PUBLISHER: Solomon R. Guggenheim Foundation,
NY

REVIEW DATE:3/4/98

EVAL: Highly recommended

Gundungurra Tribal Council Aboriginal
Corporation.

http://www.lisp.com.au/gundungurra/index.html

The Gundungurra site is an navigated homepage which

focuses on their Land centred around the Blue Mountains

of NSW. It provides an Image map of their traditional

country; a philosophical statement; a Spiritual Dreaming

story; Land Rights discussion; and a brief outline of their

contact with Europeans. Additionally, there are numerous

links to sites on such issues as Aboriginal health;

Education; Writers; Conservation (allow exploration time

for these). The homepage also allows users to register with

the Gundungurra people for regular update announce-

ments. For the secondary student it is a good and simple

introduction to one NSW Aboriginal nation’s culture. For

those sitting for 2 Unit Aboriginal Studies it gives a start-

ing point for local area study. C. Dorbis

USER LEVEL: Stage 4 Stage 5 Stage 6 Professional

KLA: English; HSIE

SYLLABUS:  Aboriginal Studies 7-10; 2U Aboriginal
Studies; English 7-10; Geography 7-10;
History 7-10

SCIS SUBJECTS:  Aborigines - Land Rights;

Aborigines - New South Wales

KEYWORDS: Aborigines; Aboriginal culture;

Aboriginal nation

Gundungurra Tribal Council Aboriginal

Corporation, Katoomba, NSW

REVIEW DATE: 3/4/98

EVAL: Highly recommended

PUBLISHER:

High Court of Australia.

http://www.hcourt.gov.au/

Searchable full text databases of more than 6500 court deci-

sions, case transcripts and recent speeches by judges are

offered by this site. There are also sitting lists and calen-

dars, guidance for practitioners and litigants, relevant Acts

of Parliament, and links to related sites, including interna-

tional courts. Much will be of special value for Legal

Studies. More general school interest will focus on About

the Court, which includes: background on the justices; the

building; and court operations; and history. It is a simple,

effective and information-rich site relevant to Civics and

Citizenship. G. Spindler

USER LEVEL: Stage 3 Stage 4 Stage 5 Stage 6

Community Professional

KLA: HSIE

SYLLABUS: 2/3U Business Studies; Commerce 7-10;
2/3U Economics; 2U General Studies;
HSIE K-6; 2/3U Legal Studies; 2/3U
Modern History; 2U People & Events;
2/3U Society and Culture

SCIS SUBJECTS:  Australia - Law and legislation;
Citizenship; Courts - Australia;
Law - Australia

KEYWORDS: Australia; High Court; justice; law
PUBLISHER: The High Court of Australia
REVIEW DATE:3/4/98

EVAL: Highly recommended

History of metals.

http:/meon.mems.cmu.edu/cramb/Processing/history.ht
ml
As the title suggests, this text based site presents a com-
prehensive history of all metals. It is a thorough and com-
plete, yet easily understood historical study. Suitable to all
students, each description includes uses for, origins of, and
discoverers of all of the metals on the periodic table. A
chronological history is also given showing a time line of
discovery. Metals can be searched for in alphabetic,
chronological, or periodic table order. An introduction to
process metallurgy is also included within the introduc-
tion. Each metal has a details page that includes, atomic
number, atomic symbol, weight and electron configura-
tion. P. Thompson
USER LEVEL: Stage 3 Stage 4 Stage 5 Stage 6
Professional
KLA: TAS
SYLLABUS:  2U Design & Technology; 2U Industrial

Technology; Science & Technology K-6;

Technics 7-10 '
SCIS SUBJECTS:  Design - Study and teaching;

* Industrial arts education

KEYWORDS: History; metals
PUBLISHER: Carnegie Mellon University, USA
AUTHOR: CRAMB, Alan W
REVIEW DATE:3/4/98

Kinetic sculpture - materials and construction.

http://www.omsi.edu/sln/kinetic/page4/home.html

An interesting and interactive site, this covers and relates
various disciplines, such as visual art, music, technology,
science and history. Materials and construction is visually
well constructed, easy to follow and navigate. The visual
elements, extensive verbal instructions, and background
material are complemented by photographs of various
aspects of the topics, as well as the project developments
and ideas covered. Safety issues are discussed, as are prac-
tical, historical and aesthetic issues. There are download-
able Quicktime movies, sounds, and lesson plans. A. Whyte
USER LEVEL: Stage 5 Stage 6 Professional

KLA: CA; HSIE; Science; TAS

SYLLABUS: Visual Arts 7-10; 2U Visual Arts

SCIS SUBJECTS:  Kinetic sculpture; Sculpture
KEYWORDS: Kinetic sculpture

PUBLISHER: Oregon Museum of Science & Industry,
USA
REVIEW DATE:3/4/98

Mandelbrot exhibition.

http://www.comlab.ox.ac.uk/archive/other/museums/com
puting/mandelbrot/

Some hyperlinks to material on Mandelbrot sets and relat-
ed fractals are provided at this exhibition. It is a compre-
hensive and good starting point to several areas on
Mandelbrot fractals, including: historical background; an
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introduction to Julia and Mandelbrot sets; large, colourful
images of Mandelbrot sets which can be obtained locally;
pictures and animations of Mandelbrot and other fractals;
access to an interactive utility, the Mandelbrot and Julia
set explorer; the Geometry of the Mandelbrot set;
Mandelbrot movies and animations; and a fractal gallery.
A bibliography is also included, with an option to search
for further related materials. L. Arena

USER LEVEL: Stage 5 Professional

KLA: Mathematics

SYLLABUS: Mathematics 7-10

SCIS SUBJECTS:  Mathematics

KEYWORDS: Fractals; Mandelbrot; mathematics;

resources

PUBLISHER: Oxford University Computing
Laboratory, UK

REVIEW DATE:3/4/98

EVAL: Highly recommended

Mitre 10.

http://www.mitre10.com.au/index.htm

A comprehensive advice centre from one of Australia’s

largest hardware chains, this offers accurate and compre-

hensive information. Relevant sections include: Handy

hints, including advice and plans (in Mitreplans); and Ask

Toolman online, where users can email questions, and

receive an answer. Some excellent information is available

in Mitreplans and New project inspirations. Fix-it advice

includes step by step instructions to do such things as fix-

ing fuses, removing rust, maintenance of lawnmowers,

and changing the oil in a car. These print out very well and

can provide quality reference material in appropriate class-

es. As a marketing methodology, the site is worth analysis

by Design and Technology students. R. Thompson

USER LEVEL: Stage 4 Stage 6 Professional

KLA: TAS

SYLLABUS:  2U Design & Technology; 2U Industrial
Technology; Technics 7-10

SCIS SUBJECTS:  Design - Study and teaching;

Industrial arts education

KEYWORDS: Mitre 10

PUBLISHER: Mitre 10, Australia

REVIEW DATE:3/4/98

EVAL: Highly recommended

Mots-crois s.

http://www.ac-rouen.fr/ecoles/henouville/pagel17b.htm
Here there are nineteen crossword puzzles in French pre-
pared by French primary school children of Henouville,
France. These puzzles are classed in different themes, such
as: sports; nature; animals; house; children; and various
French departments. Some puzzles are easier than the oth-
ers but, overall, they are not difficult and are enjoyable to
do. This is a handy page for primary teachers with a com-
posite class. Secondary teachers of Years 7 and 8 will also
find this page useful, as students will enjoy learning new
words or doing revisions of their already learned vocabu-
lary through these puzzles. K. Nowacki
USER LEVEL: Stage 2 Stage 3 Stage 4
KLA: LOTE
SYLLABUS: French K-6; French 7-10
SCIS SUBJECTS:  French language - Vocabulary
KEYWORDS: French puzzles
PUBLISHER: Acad mie de Rouen, France/l’ecole de

- Henouville

REVIEW DATE:3/4/98

New South Wales Law Reform Commission.

http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/other/nswlrc/home_nswl-
rc.html

Although still under construction, the scope of this text site
already provides much discussion and material that is of
use to senior students and staff. One can search for partic-
ular Australian judgements or read a nominated list of dis-
cussion papers and reports on a range of issues relevant to
Legal or General Studies, and Civics and Citizenship. For
example, the newly listed paper on Sentencing provides
details on the background to the commission’s brief, its
terms of reference, their scope, and the purposes and prin-
ciples in sentencing law and imprisonment. Other topics
include: Defamation; people with disability; adoption
information; Blasphemy; and joint tenancy. E. Maxwell
USER LEVEL: Stage 6
KLA: HSIE
SYLLABUS:  2U General Studies; 2U Legal Studies
SCIS SUBJECTS:  Australia - Law and legislation;
Citizenship; Law reform - Australia
KEYWORDS: New South Wales Law Reform
Commission
PUBLISHER:  AustLII (Faculties of Law, University of
Technology Sydney & University of
NSW)
REVIEW DATE: 3/4/98

Off to a flying start online project.

http://k12unix.larc.nasa.gov/flyingstart/

Although the closing date for entries for this collaborative
Internet project was last May, the information available
would support the Stage 3 science topic, Sailing, sinking,
soaring, and could be used to develop skills such as: pre-
dicting outcomes; and testing and trialing ideas.
Templates, a materials list, and instructions are given to
build a model aircraft. The instructions are clear and com-
prehensive, although measurements are imperial. After
construction, students are to collect and record data
regarding the aircraft’s flight. Teaching suggestions show
how students can vary construction and analyse the data,
and enrichment ideas are also provided. S. Leslie

USER LEVEL: Stage 3

KLA: ST

SYLLABUS: Science & Technology K-6

SCIS SUBJECTS:  Aeronautics; Flight

KEYWORDS: Aeronautics; flight; flying start; project
PUBLISHER: NASA

REVIEW DATE:3/4/98

ParentConnection. (Creating a classroom

‘newspaper)

http://www. calgaryherald.com/educa/CACINTRO.html

Providing the steps necessary to teach and complete a
newspaper, this is a thorough site. The material is organ-
ised as a step by step guide for the teacher, supplying all
the lesson plans and forms that would be useful. In addi-
tion, there is equally manageable access to Newspaper
writing styles; Newspaper glossary; and ParentConnec-

tion. These have further useful links such as Art: from

medium to message (in ParentConnection). The activities

touch on nearly all areas of the curriculum, and offer ideas

for using the local community and expertise external to the

school. ]. Whyte

USER LEVEL: Professional

KLA: CA; English; HSIE; Science; TAS

SYLLABUS: English K-6; English 7-10; Visual Arts K-
6; Visual Arts 7-10

PUBLISHER: Calgary Herald, USA

AUTHOR: BECHER, Nancy A.
REVIEW DATE:3/4/98
EVAL: Highly recommended

PEC: Physical Education Central (PE Central).

http://www.chre.vt.edu/~/PE.Central/
This multi award winning site was conceived by doctoral
students in the Health and Physical Education Program at
Virginia Tech. Although some of the content is not relevant
to the Australian context, there is a refreshing amount of
material that is pertinent. This material includes: quick
Weekly activities; developmentally appropriate Lesson
ideas for PE and health; and Assessment ideas. Of partic-
ular interest are the integrated across-curricular ideas that
incorporate lessons from various KLAs combined with
physical movement. There are hypertext links to some
potentially associated sites involving sports, fitness,
health, nutrition and dance, but exploration time would be
required to verify curriculum relevance of these. N. Paull
USER LEVEL: Professional
KLA: PDHPE
SYLLABUS:  PDHPE K-6; PDHPE 7-10; 2U PDHPE
SCIS SUBJECTS:  Physical education
KEYWORDS: Fitness; physical education
PUBLISHER: College of Human Resources &
Education, Virginia Tech, USA
REVIEW DATE:3/4/98

Physics demonstrations - introduction.

hitp://sprott.physics.wisc.edu/demobook/intro.htm

This preliminary, partial manuscript of Physics demonstra-

tions: a sourcebook for teachers of physics, which is part of The

wonders of physics program, has been placed on the World

Wide Web for the benefit of physicists and physics teachers

who want to improve their use of demonstrations in teach-

ing and popularising physics. There are over 20 demon-

strations in each of the areas of: Motion; Heat; Sound;

Electricity; Magnetism; and Light. There is also a bibliog-

raphy of other books on physics demonstrations. The

author has included: historical anecdotes and other com-

mentary to add to the interest; brief explanations of those

facets of the demonstrations that may not be obvious to a

trained physicist or physics teacher; and an emphasis on

safety. J. A. Robinson

USER LEVEL: Professional

KLA: Science; ST

SYLLABUS:  Science & Technology K-6; Science 7-10;
2U Physics; 2U General Science; 2U
Science for Life

SCIS SUBJECTS:  Physics - Study and teaching

KEYWORDS: Electricity; heat; light; magnetism;
physics demonstrations

PUBLISHER: University of Wisconsin, Madison, USA

AUTHOR: SPROTT, Julien C.

REVIEW DATE:3/4/98

EVAL: Highly Recommended

Plans on the Web.
http://théoak.com/gary/index.html

Abroad range of project plans and jigs and accessories are

provided here. Links to sites offering other free plans are

also available but exploration time is required to verify

curriculum relevance. Main headings include: Outdoor

stuff; Shop projects; Toys and children’s plans; Furniture;

and Odds and ends. Plans are varied in quality, but there

are plenty to choose from to provide inspiration for stu-

dents looking for designs to modify, or researching for

their own creations. Most plans include step by step

instructions and materials lists. Imperial measurements

used need to be converted. Jigs, tips and tools includes

details for constructing jigs and methods needed for a

quality finish. The range and quality of the information is

worthwhile. R. Thompson

USER LEVEL: Stage 4 Stage 5 Stage 6 Professional

KLA: TAS

SYLLABUS: 2U Design & Technology; 2U Industrial
Téchnology; Technics 7-10

SCIS SUBJECTS:  Design - Study and teaching;

Industrial arts education

KEYWORDS: Furniture; jigs; plans; tools

PUBLISHER: The Oak factory, USA

AUTHOR: DAVIS, Gary M.

REVIEW DATE:3/4/98

EVAL: Highly recommended

Sea and sky: the sky.

http://www.seasky.org/sky.html

A major feature of this site is the depth of information that
is displayed in a most aesthetically pleasing manner. On
the first page there are links to a number of areas within
the site including: Sky gallery; Sky lab; Sky games; Space
exploration; and a Tour of the solar system. Whilst the
information in each section is comprehensive, it is so clev-
erly designed that it would not be overwhelming for stu-
dents from Year 3 to 6. Further, the quick loading, clear
images add significantly to the learning potential and
appeal. This is a valuable site which could be integrated
into any upper primary unit on space. P. Williamson
USER LEVEL: Stage 3

KLA: ST

SYLLABUS: Science & Technology K-6

SCIS SUBJECTS:  Solar system; Space - Exploration
KEYWORDS: Sky; solar system; space

PUBLISHER: . D. Knight, USA

REVIEW DATE:3/4/98

EVAL: Highly recommended
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Sea and sky: the sea.

http://www.seasky.org/sea.html

A plethora of information on marine life forms the content
of this site, which uses graphic and button menus to link to
relevant areas. These include: Sea gallery; Reef life; Sea
lab; Aquarium resources; Ocean exploration; and a per-
sonal account from the author. Each of the areas is well
organised, and contains attractively presented informa-
tion. In some sections, for example Sea lab, the links are
graded from beginner to advanced. The excellent design,
together with high quality information, make this site out-
standing value for students studying any aspect of the sea,
but it would be most useful for Years 2 to 6. P. Williamson

USER LEVEL: Stage 1 Stage 2 Stage 3

KLA: ST

SYLLABUS:  Science & Technology K-6

SCIS SUBJECTS: Aquariums; Marine animals; Marine
biology; Ocean

KEYWORDS: Aquariums; ocean; sea; reef
PUBLISHER: ]. D. Knight, USA
REVIEW DATE:3/4/98

EVAL: Highly recommended

SITE9. (Tim Johnson art site)

http://www.ozemail.com.au/~tmjohnsn

Tim Johnson is a contemporary Australian artist who,

through the Internet, hopes to reach a wider audience for

his work. The opening page provides access to three main

groupings of the artist’s work: Mixed media; Visual arts;

and Multi media. There are also links to news from the

artist, and a useful Contents table. The range of material

on the site is diverse, covering many aspects of Johnson’s

career, including excerpts from the artist’s films, videos,

slide shows of paintings, and music. The site provides a

unique insight into Tim Johnson’s continuing art practice.

M. Beare

USER LEVEL: Stage 5 Stage 6 Professional

KLA: CA

SYLLABUS: Visual Arts 7-10; 2U Visual Arts; 3U
Visual Arts

SCIS SUBJECTS:  Art, Australian; Johnson, Tim

KEYWORDS: Australian art; Tim Johnson

PUBLISHER: JOHNSON, Tim

REVIEW DATE:3/4/98

EVAL: Highly recommended

Technical drawing program.

http://www4.district125.k12.il.us/Faculty/dj ohanns/Tech
EdHomePage/TDProgram.html

Prepared by a teacher of technology education, this site
contains a complete technical drawing program relevant to
Stage 5 and Stage 6 students. It includes such items as:
Introductory letter; expectations of students; software
used; Study guides; Topics; and clean up procedures, all of
which are covered in depth. The grading system used is
fully described, including an accelerated student grading
system. The program is fully hypertext and allows the user
to jump easily from place to place. Teaching programs for
eleven courses are presented with ten subsections (units of
work) typical within each program. Objectives, written as
student outcomes, are given as an introduction to each pro-
gram. P. Thompson

USER LEVEL: Professional

KLA: TAS

SYLLABUS: 2U Industrial Technology; Technical

Drawing 7-10

SCIS SUBJECTS:  Design - Study and teaching;
Industrial arts education; Technical
drawing

KEYWORDS: . Technical drawing

PUBLISHER: Dept. of Technology, Stevenson High

School, USA
AUTHOR: JOHANNSEN, Richard
REVIEW DATE:3/4/98

EVAL: Highly recommended

The teddy bear project.

http://www.ne.com.au/~gwps/teddybear.htm]

The aim of this Australian project is to team pairs of
schools and have them exchange a teddy bear via email.
The bear has a diary and sends home a description of its
adventures. Bears have been exchanged between many
countries including Argentina, Canada, Equador, England,
Russia, United States and Australia. This is an invaluable
site for all primary classes since it can potentially develop
many skills across the curriculum in a creative and stimu-
lating manner. Some examples are: technology (emailing
skills, on-line conferencing); English (recounts); and LOTE
(there is a Spanish section); together with developing
broad cultural and environmental understandings. The
use of this site as an integration tool for all curriculum
areas in limitless. P. Williamson
USER LEVEL: Stage 1 Stage 2 Stage 3
KLA: English; HSIE; LOTE; ST
SYLLABUS:  English K-6; HSIE K-6; Science &
Technology K-6
SCIS SUBJECTS: Communication; Electronic commu-
nication
KEYWORDS: IPEARN; Teddy bear project
PUBLISHER:  Grovedale West Primary School,

Australia/I*EARN
REVIEW DATE:3/4/98
EVAL: Highly recommended

UPJ CMSE: Mathematics resources.

http://www.pitt.edu/~sosmos/mathematics_resources/

Hypertext links to 46 other locations provide science and
mathematics resources suitable for teachers and students
from both primary and secondary schools. Most of the
hypertext links have a brief summary of the location’s con-
tent for quick selection with a view to checking the site for
curriculum relevance. Some sites also have relevant soft-
ware available to download. This comprehensive list
includes some of the well known sites for mathematics
resources and also sites which provide lesson plans for
teachers. Educators are provided with ready access to a
vast array of available resources. Teachers could find this a
good starting point in Internet exploration when seeking to
support their work in science, mathematics and technolo-

gy. L. Arena

USER LEVEL: Professional

KLA: Mathematics; Science; ST; TAS
SYLLABUS: Mathematics K-6; Mathematics 7-10; 2U

Mathematics; Science & Technology K-6;
Science 7-10
SCIS SUBJECTS:  Mathematics - Study and teaching
KEYWORDS: Mathematics; resources; science
PUBLISHER: Centre for Mathematics & Science
Education, University of Pittsburgh,
UsA

REVIEW DATE:3/4/98
EVAL: Highly recommended

Welcome to the National Museum of Australia -

home page.

http://WWW .nma.gov.au/

An attractive site, this is still being developed and is not

yet extensive in its information, but there are useful links

to the research library and to other Australian museums.

The National Museum of Australia’s role is defined under

the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Heritage Act 1987.

Besides an educational role, it has the task of returning

artefacts and Aboriginal remains from the past. The

Collection has three central themes: Aboriginal and

Torres Strait Islander people and culture; Australian soci-

ety and history; and People’s interaction with the envi-

ronment. All three sections are inclusive of Aboriginal peo-

ples, and in relation to Abeoriginal and Torres Strait

Islander people and culture it is specifically stated that

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people will be con-

sulted and have control. Travelling exhibition locations

and dates are also given. C. Dorbis

USER LEVEL: Stage 5 Stage 6 Professional

KLA: English; HSIE; Science

SYLLABUS: Aboriginal Studies 7-10; 2U Aboriginal
Studies; 2U Contemporary English; 2U
General English; Geography 7-10;
History 7-10; 2/3U Legal Studies;
Science 7-10

SCIS SUBJECTS:  Aborigines; Australia - Galleries and

museums

KEYWORDS: Aboriginal culture; Aboriginal people;
National Museum of Australia; Torres
Strait Islander people

PUBLISHER: National Museum of Australia

REVIEW DATE:3/4/98

EVAL: Highly recommended

Wool home.

http://www.woolmark.com/

For students who are studying the processing and market-

ing of wool, this site provides a vast array of information.

The International Wool Secretariat is a global organisation,

bringing together in partnership the wool promotion and

marketing organisations of Ausiralia, South Africa and

Uruguay. Topics include: Fibre to fashion (in All about

wool); Fun facts; reports on the fashion industry; and

information on the International Wool Secretariat. There is

a comprehensive Glossary (All about wool) which pro-

vides definitions for all terms that are involved in the mar-

keting of wool. Linked information about coming wool

promotional events is also available. K. Heap

USER LEVEL: Stage 5 Stage 6

KLA: TAS

SYLLABUS: Agriculture 7-10; Textiles & Design 7-10

SCIS SUBJECTS:  Wool; Wool industry

KEYWORDS: Fibre; packaging; wool; Woolmark

PUBLISHER: Woolmark/International Wool
Secretariat

REVIEW DATE:3/4/98

WorkCover NSW homepage.

http://www.workcover.nsw.gov.au/

Students investigating the world of work would benefit by
visiting this site. It covers preventing accidents and injuries
in the workplace. Probably the best feature for students are
the Workout comics which outline ways to make work

environments safe, comic style. Vocational education stu-
dents can find information about: awards; acts and legisla-
tion; unions; government departments; reading labels; and

‘'safety data sheets and case studies. Statistics for different

occupations, industries, injuries, body parts, lost time, and

costs could be handy for maths students also. There is a lot

of information about hazardous chemicals ég sulfuric acid,

synthetic fibres, toxic gases, dust and plastics which can

fire the imagination of chemistry students. J. Robinson

USER LEVEL: Stage 6 Professional

KLA: HSIE; Science; TAS; VOC ED

SYLLABUS: 2U Agriculture; 2U Business Studies; 2U
Chemistry; 2U Rural Technology; 2U
General Science

SCIS SUBJECTS:  Industrial health and safety

KEYWORDS: BackWatch; rehabilitation; safety; work;
WorkCover; workers compensation

PUBLISHER: WorkCover Authority of NSW

REVIEW DATE:3/4/98

World art treasures.

http://sgwww.epfl.ch/ BERGER/index.html

Established by the Jacques-Edouard Berger Foundation to

promote the joy and discovery of art, this site is supported

by the former art curator’s own vast collection of slides

depicting treasures of major art civilisations such as Egypt,

China, Japan, India and Europe. The slides are of a good

quality and range (models, stone statues, bronzes, paint-

ings, etc) and are supplemented by Berger’s lecture notes

which present a perceptive and enlightening commentary

on the collection. There are excellent and extensive visual

representations of -Vermeer, Angkor, Titian, and art from

Cambodia, Thailand, Laos and Burma. It is a wonderfully

rewarding site to visit. E. Maxwell

USER LEVEL: Stage 4 Stage 5 Stage 6

KLA: CA; HSIE

SYLLABUS: Geography 7-10; History 7-10; Visual Art
7-10; 2U Visual Art

SCIS SUBJECTS:  Art, Ancient; Art appreciation; Art -

Study and teaching

KEYWORDS:  Art treasures

PUBLISHER: Swiss Federal Institute of Technology,
Lausanne

REVIEW DATE:3/4/98

World heritage list.

http://www.unesco.org/whc/heritage.htm

A simply constructed page, this offers the entire World

Heritage List: Linked heritage sites are grouped chrono-

logically under the relevant country or geographic area,

which is listed alphabetically. At the last update in

December 1997, 418 significant cultural and 114 natural

sites were included. Text information for each site includes:

location; how and/or why it was built or formed; and a

general overview of its significance. Not all have a thumb-

nail photograph. The simple technology of text and image

means the page is accessible for all surfers. It may be used

effectively from Stage 3 upwards. C. Dorbis

USER LEVEL: Stage 3 Stage 4 Stage 5 Stage 6
Professional

KLA: HSIE; Science; ST

SYLLABUS: Aboriginal Studies 7-10; 2U Aboriginal
Studies; Geography 7-10; HSIE K-6;
History 7-10; Science & Technology K-6

SCIS SUBJECTS:  Historic buildings, sites, etc.

KEYWORDS: Buildings; world heritage; UNESCO

PUBLISHER: UNESCO

REVIEW DATE:3/4/98
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SHEARER’S BOOKSHOPS

CHILDREN’S BOOKSHOP
MULTIMEDIA CENTRE

DON'T MISS OUT ON THIS YEAR'S
CBC SHORTLIST TITLES

Picture Books, Younger Readers
Older Readers
Eve Pownall Award for Information Books

Call us now to place your order and beat the rush.
Receive a 15% discount off the RRP
if you order in a set of any category
Shortlist is announced on 14" April

CHILDREN'S BOOKSHOP
& MULTIMEDIA CENTRE
790 Pacific Highway
Gordon 2072

Phone 9498 3433

OPEN 7 DAYS

OUR FAX NUMBER IS 9498 8109

FreeCall 1800 44 2935
Email: shearer@att.net.au
A.C.N. 003 086 655

Downloading using the
SCIS products

When ordering from SCISWeb you
can restrict the total numbers of
records to ten per disk. This will
allow most records to load success-
fully without errors occurring. It is
not necessary to apply the same prin-
ciple to SCISCD, although it is advis-
able to create small orders initially.
Larger orders can be produced once
users are more familiar with the soft-
ware.

Multiple order disks might be con-
sidered as one way of managing the
download process. For example, an
order disk may have been created
from the CD-ROM, with a further
disk of newer resources downloaded
from the Web.

If multiple order disks have been
produced they can be downloaded
into OASIS consecutively. Follow the
normal instructions to do the B4 N1
Rebuild and K1 Data Backup. Then
follow the download process using
the flowchart Loading Marc records
from SCISWeb or SCISCD. This
option can be selected several times
until all order disks have been down-
loaded. Produce reports as normal
and follow with a full Data Backup.

Instructions to set ASP
portable barcode reader
to read ISBN barcodes

1. Check with Function 00 to ensure
that the reader is Model 258 or

greater. (If it is less, speak to the
manufacturer to arrange an upgrade.
ASP Barcodes can be contacted by
phoning 1800 061 642.)

2. If it is the BCR 258 model or
greater, select Function 04. At each of
the following, press <Enter>:

Send codabar start[stop codesN
CB stop codes in same set Y
CB start/stop in upper case Y
UPC output as 12 digit? Y
Expand UPC-E to UPC-A? N

At the next prompt,
Convert “978” EAN-13 to ISBN
Change NtoY

At the final prompt,
Slow scan? N, then press <Enter>

The reader should now scan OASIS
barcodes and ISBN barcodes.

Beryl Buist, Fairfield Public
School (Enrolment: 740
students)

We are allocated one ancillary day
per week for the library, so it is
essential that time management be
efficient and effective. Our ancillary
staff have embraced the new SCIS
products: downloading records from
SCISWeb and importing them into
OASIS. The SCISCD CD-ROM seems
to working perfectly on our Novell
network. SCISWeb works well on the

acher-librarians need to be aware that problems downloading SCISWeb records into
ASIS may be a result of some schools not having completed essential OASIS Rapid
trospective Updates for USMARC.DAT. Software updates were supplied to all schools
bruary 1995 (Installation set, 7 disks); Term 4 1995 (5 disks); March 1996 (2 disks);
Dctober 1996 (1 disk). Please contact School Technology Support on (ph) 13 2348 if
equire assistance to run the update disks.

ools that have never utilised the Rapid Retrospective facility on OASIS before, it
important to go into H1 C1 System Parameters and check the field labelled
e/Directory containing SCIS files. It should read OASIS\SCS only. Press <Enter>
this is correct and <Esc> back to the Rapid Retrospective menu. Run a H1 C2
ebuild. Quit out of this module (this is important!) to archive these changes before you
commence work with SCISWeb or SCISCD CD-ROM.

You can now find SCISWeb Frequently Asked Questions via SCIS Products at the
Curriculum Corporation Web page <http:/fwww.curriculum.edu.au>. SCISCD Frequently
Asked Questions to follow soon.

network computers, too. (The only
‘glitch’ we have found, so far, is the
need to use the right-hand mouse
button to bring up the Save As

~ option after clicking on USMARC.)

The products really do save time.
We've found them to be very user
friendly and we appreciate the
instant results; no more waiting three
to four weeks for the return of our
machine-readable records. SCIS pro-
vides a consistency in cataloguing;

I would like to think that if I left this
library, another teacher-librarian
could pick up and continue using
the SCIS database.

Elizabeth Rowe, Rozelle Public
School (Enrolment: 180
students)

Having mastered SCIS online last
year, I was initially apprehensive
about having to change the proce-
dures I had put into place and learn
to use SCISWeb instead. However,
using the Online help manual, and
the wonderful people at Curriculum
Corporation, I successfully created
my first order. This was very exciting
because, in a matter of twenty min-
utes, I had ordered 48 records on my
Macintosh Internet computer, copied
them onto an IBM compatible DS HD
disk, placed it in my OASIS worksta-
tion computer and downloaded the
records. The whole procedure
seemed too simple, and almost too
fast; I was certain I had done some-
thing wrong, but I hadn’t! Because
one is unable to view titles being
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ordered on SCISWeb (unlike SCIS
online), accuracy in entering ISBNs
is important. Reconfigured ASP bar-
code readers won’t work on
Macintosh machines, so we bought
a new barcode zapper for $350.
Teacher-librarians have an opportu-
nity to become proficient in yet
another area of advanced technolo-
gy. If you haven’t used the new
SCIS products yet, I urge you to
have a go.

Jenny Gay, Bigga Primary
School (Enrolment: 32
students) and Laggan
Primary School (Enrolment:
55 students)

As I work as teacher-librarian only
three hours per week at one school,
and four hours at the other, I get
very little time for cataloguing
resources. We farm out the process-
ing tasks to parents we have inser-
viced, and used SCISLink and
SCISRecon to catalogue up until this
year. Thanks to the statewide dis-
count that was negotiated for
SCISWeb and SCISCD CD-ROM
subscriptions, tiny schools like ours
can make effective use of our
teacher-librarian entitlement.
Without the possibility of a 47% dis-
count, we could never have afford-
ed these new SCIS products. With
the time saved, I hope to improve
teachers’ access to cooperative plan-
ning, programming and teaching,
which is another ongoing challenge
in small schools.

Vicki Chiplin, Fort Street
High School (Enrolment: 930
students)

In my quest to gain greater produc-
tivity, I am gradually refining the
way in which I use SCISCD CD-
ROM, a very user friendly package.
I have found that using the key-
board to execute commands, wher-
ever possible, enables me to work
faster. I divide resources into two
piles before commencing work:
those items with ISBNs and those
without. My ASP portable barcode
reader has been upgraded and
reprogrammed to read publishers’
ISBN codes from the book covers.
Call number etc, are jotted on slips
of paper ard inserted into the
resources for ease of processing. I
ensure I do an OASIS Rebuild and
full Data Backup at the end of a
day, so that I can download my new
SCIS data first thing in the morning.
Records in General Resources can
then be edited (shelf location, key-
words, etc) at any time.

Deb Sharpe, Moama Public
School (Enrolment: 250
students)

I've been creating orders online
with SCISWeb but, to save time, I
wanted to try preparing my work
offline on a disk. We bought a 3.5”
disk drive for the OASIS machine;
this becomes known as the B Drive
for OASIS. Technology Support
guided me through the steps
required to enable me to save data
on this new B Drive, rather than the
A Drive (ie OASIS hard disk). My
PowerMac doesn’t have Word perfect
installed, so I use OASIS word. 1 -
now type in my data and save it as
a ‘text’ file (not a ‘document’ file) to
a 3.5” disk. OASIS does insist that I
am saving to a hard disk even
though it’s a floppy, but then it is a
just simple matter of uploading the
data to SCISWeb, then downloading
to a new floppy. We were success-
ful! I catalogued 90 new resources
in the first short session and our
management operation is running
smoothly.

Jan Eade, Turramurra Public
School (Enroiment: 290
students)

When I first tried out the new
SCISWeb and SCISCD CD-ROM
and realised how easy they were to
use, [ knew I was on a winner. I
search on the CD-ROM first for
resources that are not too recent,
then use SCISWeb for those not
found and very new resources. The
Internet site is more up-to-date and
provides more hits. It is clearly pos-
sible to prepare and download a
disk or disks every week. However,
this also presents a management
problem (I'm only at my school
three days per week), and time is
limited. I decided it would be best
to complete the B4 N1 Rebuild on a
Monday afternoon, then set the sys-
tem to perform a timed back-up
that evening. The Rebuild is very
important as it tidies up all the files
so that the system is at its best for
the download. The next morning,
the system is ready for the down-
load. Once this is completed, I
always check General Resources to
make sure that everything is in
order. I print out an B4 G2 Barcode-
Accessn Xref report and then back-
up the data with a CTR (Colour
Transaction Register). My clerical
assistant is then able to edit each
record for copy details and process
the resources with spine labels, bar-
codes, etc. B
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Ye's Knowledge can be defined as information
transformed into meaning... Understanding
is knowledge integrated with a world view

and a personal perspective and exists entirely within the

human mind, as does wisdom, understanding made
whole and generative.” (Walt Crawford, 1998, p 7.)

This quotation has captured my attention in recent weeks,
and it forms the underpinning belief of this short paper.
Stated another way, it conveys to me that the primary and
pivotal role of teacher-librarians in schools is connecting
students with the world of information, and helping them
interact purposefully with this information so that they
can find meaning, develop understanding, and utilise this
information to construct their own futures. It is all about
information connectivity and information interactivity. A
noble, unreachable ideal? Together, information connec-
tivity and information interactivity is what learning is,
and is what teaching is.

Against this big picture, I want to identify and discuss
some key concerns and directions I perceive about the
day-by-day practices in schools. At this point, some of
you may have already decided, “What would he know...?
Here is another academic out of touch with the real world
and pontificating from his ivory tower.”

Yes, that has been said, and I don’t mind. My concerns
are based on the many occasions I've have had over the
last couple of years to visit many schools across the coun-
try, engage in discussions with principals, teachers and
teacher-librarians, and review library and information
services in schools.

All things technological

I am greatly encouraged by the enormous contribution
made by teacher-librarians in establishing electronic
information networks in schools, and providing access to
a range of electronic information services. There is com-

Dr Ross J. Todd is Head of Department of Information Studies,
University of Technology, Sydney, a regular contributor to Scan
and the referee of our Research columns. In this article, Ross
discusses some key points for pro-active teacher-librarians to
consider as we ready ourselves for the future.

mitment, steep learning curves, and enormous progress
being made.

However, several issues concern me. Some teacher-librari-
ans are required to fund this technological infrastructure
from already meagre budgets allocated to information
resources. The hardware, its ongoing maintenance and
upgrades are part of the whole-school learning infrastruc-
ture, a whole-school capital expenditure, and should be
funded separately to the information resources them-
selves. Likewise, it is of concern to me that budget expen-
diture for developing staff’s technical and pedagogical
competency with information technology is often being
borne by library budgets. Teacher-librarians need to be
vigorously arguing and lobbying their funding allocations
from this perspective, and identifying and arguing the
whole-school learning benefits, rather than library
benefits.

One of the reasons why this is not happening is the
absence of a whole-school vision and strategic plan for
information technology, and sometimes the absence of a
pro-active teacher-librarian being a source of expertise in
this committee, and who is able to argue the case from a
“learning” perspective rather than a “library” perspec-
tive. Another reason is that, in some schools, teacher-
librarians do not have the evidence to support their case
from a learning perspective - specifically being able to
demonstrate the positive learning outcomes across the
school from information literacy programs that involve
the use of information technology. I have seen evidence
that such approaches help establish a community owner-
ship, and sharing of infrastructure and resources, rather
than faculty ownership. In some cases, the tensions
between computer co-ordinators and teacher-librarians
remain unresolved as the territorial battle of ownership
goes on. Strategic leadership here points to the establish-
ment of a long-term, school-wide technology plan, with
extensive input from all key stakeholders.
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Print versus electronic information

Let me assert, firstly, my belief that access to digital infor-
mation will be fundamental in the learning process. The
march of the information technology revolution means
that this is no longer a matter of choice. It is the reality.
What is of concern is not only the misconceptions about
the balance between an electronic information collection
and a paper-based collection, but also the view that
school libraries will and must convert to only digital
information as a more effective way to carry out their
teaching and learning missions. Some principals and
teacher-librarians have the view that within the immedi-
ate future (like two or three years) all information will be
available digitally through the Internet and interactive
multimedia, and that a paper-based collection is no
longer necessary. Let me suggest - even urge - all to read
a recent paper by Walt Crawford titled Paper persists: why
physical library collections still matter, available on the
World Wide Web. (1)

This paper presents a strong argument that, in the move
to construct digital library collections, books and print
magazines will continue to matter for any plausible
future. He argues that the clarion call for libraries to rein-
vent themselves for the all-digital future should decline
into the oblivion it deserves. Crawford claims that this
scenario will take place only: when reading digital infor-
mation is as comfortable, effective and as fast as reading
from print; when digital reading and storage devices are
omnipresent; when digital is cheaper, faster and better;
when all library resources are converted to digital form;
and when digital communications facilities are so fast,
and inexpensive, that transmission of publication equiva-
lents is essentially instantaneous and free. This is not the
immediate future.

[ have seen, in a number of cases, that the consequence of
this viewpoint is that budget allocation for print informa-
tion is being substantially reduced, without the actual
increase in access to digital information. What this means
essentially is that, until multiple access points are avail-
able and stable, students are having less access to infor-
mation they need. The vitality and richness of a print-
based collection must be maintained, and for many years
to come. There is strong evidence available that a variety
of information forms and formats is essential to develop-
ing effective information competencies.

Development of critical literacies

Teacher-librarians have championed, for a decade now,
the value of information skills as a core competency of
learning. The announcement of the Literacy strategy for
NSW strongly suggests to me that, as a profession, we
explore the interrelationship of information literacy and
critical literacies more carefully. Situating our endeavours
in a broader “critical literacies” framework makes a lot of
sense to me; for one thing it creates a perception of own-
ership that is wider than the school library. Teacher-librar-
ians have a great deal to offer this wider discussion
already going on in schools.

The integration of electronic information into learning is
the most pressing challenge facing teacher-librarians
today. The hype and seductiveness of this medium that is
already perceived to have all the answers at the click of a
button; the blurred boundaries between what is consid-

” o

ered “information”, “misinformation”, “malinformation”,
“messed up information” and “useless information”; the
absence of information in a functional context; the
absence of the traditional indicators to signify the quality
and validity of the information; the sheer volume of infor-
mation: all these create an urgency in the development of
critical literacies of both students and teachers.

My research (See Research Column 4 in vol 15 no 4 of
Scan) has shown that developing young students as infor-
mation seekers, rather than information surfers, in this
flood of information, highlights the essential require-
ments: developing in children highly refined questioning
and interrogating skills; the ability to construct complex
search strings in an environment where ‘net English is not
necessarily classroom English; an understanding of
boolean and logical operators; an understanding of the
capabilities and limitations of a range of search engines;
higher-order critical and analytical thinking skills to make
judgments about the quality and utility of information
found at Web sites for a given learning purpose; skills to
verify the authenticity and reliability of the information;
and analytical and evaluative skills to use this informa-
tion in constructing their own answers required by the
task, rather than the cut-and-paste syndrome.

The outcome of such a sustained program will be the suc-
cessful provision of an integrated print and electronic col-
lection, and one that is used
purposefully and meaningfully
by all students. This should be a
whole-school commitment, and
I believe that the technological
revolution, and its accompany-
ing groundswell of enthusiasm,
provides unparalleled opportu-
nities for teacher-librarians to
make inroads, where in the past
they have been unable to do.

Information versus

misinformation infrastructure,

Of concern to me is the informa-
tion base that is used to guide
the planning and installation of
networked, information tech-
nology infrastructures in
schools. Who is making the
decision? What information is
use to make the decision? How
much information is sought to
make the best decision? What I
am highlighting here is the
notion of having the right kind
of advice, and complete advice,
to install such technology infra-
structures. This means moving
beyond the powerplays and
internal school politics, where
various personnel feel they are the technology knowledge
brokers, or founts of all-knowing, and resent others who
may appear to have some knowledge as well. I have wit-
nessed some very costly mistakes!

and should be

At other times, I have seen schools keen to copy the struc-
ture of another school’s information technology network,
without understanding clearly and specifically what the

The hardware, its
ongoing maintenance
and upgrades are
part of the whole

school learning

a whole school

capital expenditure,

funded separately to
the information

resources themselves.

school wants to achieve in terms of learning outcomes
and learning processes. It is important for planning teams
to recognise their own knowledge limitations: seek expert
technical advice outside the school, even if this may seem
initially costly. One outcome of not taking this approach
for schools has been the budget blow out in implement-
ing a network because essential elements were over-
looked, basically because of the lack of knowledge. The
need to have an integrated, collaborative and long term
plan, formulated on what the learning outcomes are to be
from this infrastructure, must be coupled with appropri-
ate, detailed, expert technical advice if the
desired outcomes are to be achieved.

Strategic leadership... points to the establishment of ¢

Issues of copyright, licences,
contracts, and intellectual

property

These issues are alive and well; however, the
provision of access to electronic information sources
brings them into sharper focus. These are issues that can-
not be fudged or swept under the carpet. Often they are
unpleasant issues, that some teacher-librarians steer clear
of, because of the potential conflict they generate in the
school. I have been made aware of practices such as:
breach of site licences; installing personal software on
school networks because school budgets are insufficient
to cover these essential items; providing copies of soft-
ware to students for home use; mass production of digital
information; and the copying of information onto school
servers.

The Australian Copyright Council is a vital source of
legal information and advice on these issues, and where
there is doubt, such advice should be sought.
Teacher-librarians have an important, albeit often diffi-
cult, contribution to make to ensure that the school com-
munity understands these issues when it is establishing a
school-wide policy that respects the fair-dealing and
access principles.

Knowledge management: a key direction
for the future

Now here I will be getting a little futuristic.
Teacher-librarians who scan the professional literature
beyond teacher-librarianship will have encountered the
buzzword “knowledge management”. It seems to be on
everyone’s lips in the information industry. Well, on most.
1t is important that teacher-librarians tap into this bigger
discussion and debate because it does raise some impor-
tant considerations for the management and provision of
information services in school, particularly in times of
reduced budgets.

Knowledge management refers to the synergies of organi-
sational and personal practices that enable individuals in
organisations to interact with, utilise and add value to all
the information, knowledge and wisdom that an organi-
sation possesses. Knowledge management is particularly
about making the most of the implicit human knowledge
- the organisational /corporate memory - as well as the
recorded information that an organisation has, and can
access, to empower the stakeholders.

People in any organisation represent a vast knowledge
and competence network to exploit. In practice, this

means enabling the implicit in-house knowledge held by
the individuals in the school (not traditionally considered
as a key information resource, and not formally integrat-
ed into library services) to be captured, shared and used
to produce creative and innovative information services
and products. Research evidence that is emerging indi-
cates that the volume and richness of this in-house
implicit knowledge is huge!

This suggests that important strategies be developed to
tap into and map the existing skills, implicit knowledge
and experiences of, for example, the school staff and par-

from all key stakeholders.

ent communities, and to develop ways in which this
knowledge can be shared to be used as a part of the
school’s information base. The teacher-librarian has a key
role in bringing together the human capital and informa-
tion capital in a school in creative and flexible ways, to
add value to this knowledge and information. This might
result in the creation of a Yellow pages type directory of
staff knowledge and experiences - making explicit and
available what is implicit and hidden. For example, the
outcome of creating a knowledge map of staff and stu-
dent expertise with software packages and the Internet
will probably surprise you. This provides an immediate
bank of people for sharing the load of developing the
school’s technical competence with information technolo-
gy and searching the ‘net.

Creating a larger knowledge bank linked to experiences
of teachers can serve the curriculum in many ways. It is
not a matter of dumping ‘everything’ into knowledge
databases, but the selective matching of available knowl-
edge to curriculum information needs. For example, stu-
dents researching dinosaurs may consequently have
access to a teacher’s experience, knowledge and collection
of holiday photographs (which reside as a fading memo-
ry in a now little-opened photograph album) of dinosaurs
from the Carnegie Museum of Natural History in
Pittsburgh, USA.

This role demands a certain number of qualities: creative
ability to find better ways to perform; leadership skills to
work together as a whole-school team and to break down
barriers which restrict the flow of and access to this infor-
mation; entrepreneurial skills to add value to this infor-
mation so that the school community gains maximum
advantage from the information available; and ability to
negotiate imaginative information partnerships and
alliances in and outside the school. This means that the
teacher-librarian is, simultaneously: a knowledge and
information expert; an information analyst; an informa-
tion policy maker; and a creative networker in the provi-
sion of information services. In essence, the teacher-librar-
ian of the future, in creating a whole-school information
environment, is one who understands the human capital
of the school and can convert it into accessible informa-
tion to enhance learning.

For many teacher-librarians, this implies quite a philo-
sophical shift in what their view of information collec-

term, school wide technology plan, with extensive i

g
=g
o]
=
o
Q
=
~
S
z
T
o
A




o]
o3
o
>
o]
=
o
o
=
r~
=
=z
T
g
A

tions is, and a cultural shift in their view of what informa-
tion services are. Creating and providing knowledge
repositories, developing mechanisms for tapping onto the
knowledge capital; creating a climate to support the shar-
ing and valuing of each individual’s knowledge in the
school - the opportunities are exciting and open.

Immediately apparent are a number of advantages in
integrating the knowledge capital of a school into the
existing information infrastructure. Apart from expanding
the available pool of information in a school, this
approach also: encourages school-wide ownership of
information available in the school; breaks down percep-
tions of library ownership and builds a greater sense of
team playing; provides a ‘free’ information bank when
existing resources are already stretched; and can establish
a vibrant information culture in the school. Indeed, a
school organisation that can achieve this is a mature

Only one thing is certain: change. The easiest thing to do
is to sit back and create the arguments for not changing,
particularly when blame for the lack of change is per-
ceived to be in someone else’s court. Being an assertive
contributor to the agenda-setting scene in the school in all
its facets, and having the evidence and information to
back up arguments, are essential ingredients to effectively
working as a transformational change agent. Teacher-
librarians must think sharply, creatively and laterally, and
utilise all appropriate sources in decision making.
Remember, there is no second chance at making a first
impression.

REFERENCE
(1) Crawford, W. (1998) ‘Paper persists: why physical library
collections still matter’. Online, available at:

learning organisation indeed.

<http:/fwww.onlineinc.comfonlinemag/JanOL98/crawford]l html>
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If you have just finished reading Ross Todd's preceding article on Knowledge management, here
is an opportunity to try it out. Teacher-librarians are in a unigque position to help their schools to
access and incorporate departmental documents effectively, especially since so many (such as the
ones descibed below), are now available via Network for education, the DET Internet Web site.

Jennie Doyle, of Multicultural
Programs Unit, reports on the
variety of translated policies and
documents, provided by the NSW
Department of Education and
Training to strengthen
communication between schools
and non English speaking
background (NESB) communities.

{0 assist schools to implement

| strategies which keep parents
and caregivers informed and involved
in all aspects of schooling, a range of
departmental policies and documents
has been translated.

Translated information is available on
many subjects. Pamphlets such as
Reading with your child at home provide
NESB parents and caregivers with
information on how they are best able
to assist with their child’s learning.
Materials such as Procedures for resolv-
ing complaints about discrimination
against students explain departmental
procedures and guidelines. A number
of the translations are working pro
formas (such as Excursion: parent or
guardian information and consent form),

.
|@

which enable the exchange of infor-
mation between schools, parent and
caregivers so that students are better

able to be involved in school activities.

Translated materials on the
World Wide Web

As a result of the growing number of
Internet users, and to ensure greater
accessibility for both school personnel
and NESB communities, many of the
above mentioned resources are avail-
able on Nefwork for education, the
DET Web site. In conjunction with
Information Technology Bureau,
Multicultural Programs Unit has been
uploading translated materials since
mid 1997. The documents can be
found under either the Staff strand
<http:ffwwwdse.nswedu.au/staff[F3.0
findex.him> and / or the Community strand
<http:/furww.dse nsw.edu.aujcommunity/C1.0
Jindex.htm> of the Web site.

To date, the following documents

available via the Internet include:

¢ Child protection education: parent or
caregiver invitation to a meeting and
Permission note (Staff)

® Permission for students to be assessed
by the School Counsellor (Staff)

® Make links - use interpreters
(Staff & Community)

e A parent’s guide to work experience
(Staff & Community)

* NSW charter of principles for a cultur-
ally diverse society (Community)

* School attendance: information for par-
ents and caregivers (Community)

Most school computers are unable to
read non Latin scripts. A program
known as Adobe acrobat reader version
3.0 needs to be downloaded, and
saved onto the hard drive, the first
time the information is accessed. This
software is available free from the
World Wide Web and enables the doc-
uments to be read and printed as
required.

Multicultural Programs Unit will con-
tinue to upload other documents, with
A parent’s guide to schools
(Community) and Starting school
(Community) to be available on the
Web site soon. For further information
on available translated departmental
materials, contact Jennie Doyle,
Multicultural Programs Unit, on (tel)
02 9234 4620 or (fax) 02 9223 7080. B

infocus

linking people and information

- Niki Kallenberger and Jane Little are part of the Infocus team at
the State Library of New South Wales. Niki, a teacher-librarian
seconded from the NSW Department of Education and Training, is
the Library’s Education Programs Coordinator; Jane worked in the State

STATE LIBRARY OF
NEW SOUTH WALES

State Library of New South Wales at your fingertips,

no matter where you live. Imagine, even better, that
someone else has done the hard work and sifted through
that vast collection of information to find what’s most rel-
evant to you! Infocus: linking people and information,
an innovative service of the State Library, aims to do just
that for senior secondary students.

I magine having the vast information resources of the

Infocus provides these students with timely, relevant
information for their study of the NSW Higher School
Certificate (HSC) curriculum. Developed in collaboration
with personnel from school and public libraries, Infocus
expands the range of resources available to these students
by providing reproductions of resources held by the State
Library. These reproductions include journal, magazine
and newspaper articles, as well as some of the Library’s
unique heritage materials such as photographs, ephernera
and diaries. With a collection of more than four million
items, the Library has much to offer students, as well as
their teachers. ’

With nearly 800 items now available, Infocus resources
support more than 25 syllabus areas including: English;
Modern & Ancient History; Geography; Business Studies;
Economics; Agriculture; Biology; Legal Studies; Drama;
Dance; Food Technology; Life Management; Society &
Culture; and Visual Arts. The list of available resources
grows each term.

Infocus staff select resources to assist where demand for
resources is greatest, as well as in those curriculum areas
that schools find notoriously difficult to resource.
Resources are chosen not only because their content is rel-
evant, but also because they are appropriate to the stu-
dents who will be using them. Our resources reflect the
collection strengths of the State Library and are an easy
way to gain access to some of the ‘one of a kind’ heritage
materials the Library holds in trust for the people of New
South Wales.

Resources for HSC English

English resources cover all courses, from 2 Unit
Contemporary English to 3 Unit. Many of the resources
are from journals specialising in literary criticism, and

Reference Library prior to her appointment as an Education Officer.

may analyse a given text’s major themes, motivations,
characterisation or plot. Interviews with authors are also
available and have been selected for the insight they con-
vey into both the creative process of writing and inspira-
tions behind particular pieces of work. Supplementary
materials cover topic areas such as: growing up; sport;
crossing boundaries; and cultural identity. They include
magazine and journal articles and reproductions of pho-
tographs. Audio recordings of authors and poets dis-
cussing their works are also available.

Resources on Australian and international novelists, poets
and dramatists are available. Currently, Infocus offers
resources on the following Australian texts: Peter
Goldsworthy’s Maestro; Marele Day’s Life and crimes of
Harry Lavender; Melina Marchetta’s Looking for Alibrandi;
Baz Luhrmann’s Strictly ballroom; Ruth Park’s A fence
around the cuckoo; Paperbark: a collection of Black Australian
writings; Louis Nowra’s Cosi; Summer of the aliens;
Katherine Thomson’s Diving for pearls; Sally Morgan’s My
place; and the poetry of Kenneth Slessor, Judith Wright,
Robert Gray, John Tranter, Christopher Brennan, Les
Murray, Bruce Dawe and Joanne Burns.

International authors include: William Shakespeare’s The
tempest; Macbeth; Hamlet; Twelfth night; Measure for measure;
Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein; Tom Stoppard’s Rosencrantz
and Guildenstern are dead; Arthur Miller’s Death of a sales-
man; Michael Ondaatje’s In the skin of a lion; Margaret
Atwood’s The handmaid’s tale; and Beryl Markham’s West
with the night.

Resources for Human Society and its
Environment (HSIE) syllabus areas

History resources comprise magazine and journal articles,
as well as reproductions of original materials held in the
heritage collections of the Mitchell Library. Inciuded are
articles written from a long-term historical perspective as
well as contemporaneous ones. The World War I: women at
home and abroad kit includes articles, from 1916, on the
Red Cross Voluntary Aid Detachments (VADs). These are
supplemented by a 1993 article that gives an historical
perspective on the work of the VADs. Also included in
the kit are diary extracts of a Australian nurse working in
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a field hospital on the Western Front and reproductions
of photographs of women involved in war work.

Other history kits include reproductions of handbills,
leaflets and information flyers (Australian attitudes to the
Vietnam War); maps (World War I maps); and the letters
written home by a soldier at the Western Front (Western
Front: World War ).

Modern History topics covered by Infocus also include
articles on: modern China during the time of the Long
March; Pol Pot and Cambodia; Hitler and World War II.
Ancient History topics cover: Roman Britain; the Lindow
Man and other bog bodies; social life in Pompeii; rituals
and customs of the Celts; and the Chinese terracotta war-
riors.

Legal Studies is another area of strength. Legal Studies
items that are included in Infocus are chosen by specialist
staff from the State Library’s Legal Information Access
Centre (LIAQ). Topics covered include: the Wik debate
and Native Title; euthanasia; endangered species and
conservation law; domestic violence; human rights; copy-
right; privacy; and computer fraud. LIAC’s very popular
Hot topics series, which discusses changes to NSW and
Australian law in plain language, is also available.

Resources on rainforests, sand dunes, genetically engi-
neered food, designer soft drinks, dairy farming, and the
hotel industry (both international and Australian) relate
to a number of syllabus areas including Geography,
Business Studies, Food Technology and Biology.

How Infocus works

Infocus is a membership based service. Currently, over
400 schools, public libraries, TAFE colleges and other
organisations can subscribe and, as members, purchase
resources from the ever-growing list of professionally
selected, copyright-cleared resources. A credit deposit
system ensures paperwork is kept to a minimum and
orders are filled quickly, usually the same day they are
received. Membership is $75 a year. An initial credit
deposit of $100 is required, but there are no minimum
annual purchase requirements.

Because all items reproduced by Infocus have been copy-
right cleared, member schools can add the resources to
their library collections. This feature gives Infocus a valu-
able edge over inter-library loan document supply
schemes.

Infocus members are entitled to reduced charges on
selected State Library products and services, including
the Library’s catalogue on CD-ROM. Members have the
opportunity to participate in special seminars and inter-
library loans from the State Library’s collection are also
available.

Infocus is a cost-effective, convenient way to expand your
school’s resource base. With planning for a fully electron-
ic service well underway, using Infocus is set to become
even easier in the near future. If you would like to know
more, contact the State Library of New South Wales by
telephone on (02) 9273 1519, by fax on (02) 9273 1248 or
by email on <infocus@ilanet.slnsw.gov.au> A
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GUIDELINES FOR
AUTHORS

Scan Research columns seeks to build a
valuing of research as a process for build-
ing a strong theoretical basis for the prac-
tice of teacher-librarianship. It gives partic-
ular emphasis to showing how research
can inform practice by the application of
findings, questioning of assumptions, and
identification and analysis of practical
problems. Papers with a strong information
literacy focus are encouraged.

Papers should be approximately 3000
words in length, and based on systematic
research methodologies. Research columns
is refereed, and papers are subject to formal
peer review.

The paper should include the following
components:

* what is the practice-based problem that
forms the research question(s)?

e what does the professional/research liter-
ature tell us already about the problem?
(Literature review)

¢ aims/context/participants

» methodology and procedures for gather-
ing data

e findings/conclusions

* applications/implications for practice.

Please send manuscript in electronic form to:
Dr Ross Todd,

Department of Information Studies,
University of Technology, Sydney,

P O Box 123, Broadway, NSW 2007.

Tel: (02) 95142722 Fax: (02) 95142723
Email: <Ross.Todd@uts.edu.au>

Dr Ross J. Todd is Head of Department
of Information Studies, University of
Technology, Sydney.

t has been a belief of mine for a number of
years that a key factor contributing to the
slow uptake of integrating information litera-
¢y into everyday classroom practices by class-

room teachers is the limited evidence available to con-

vince them that the planning, effort, and energy involved,
are worth it.

This is not just referring to evidence provided in the day-
by-day success stories of effective integration strategies
and significant learning outcomes. These are very impor-
tant, and contribute substantially to the teacher-librarian’s
profile in the school as a key player in learning initiatives.
I am also referring to the availability of research evidence,
and in relation to this, I believe that teacher-librarians
have an important role to play in disseminating such evi-
dence to classroom teachers.

This issue Research columns features the research of
Vivien Grant. Grant is Assistant Principal at Lincoln High
School, a coeducational school of just over 1100 students
south of Christchurch, New Zealand. Prior to her
appointment as Assistant Principal, she was a Teacher
with Library Responsibility (TLR), the designation for
teacher-librarians in many New Zealand schools. She
teaches English and an information skills module, which
provides opportunities and time to work with many stu-
dents and their class teachers on whatever research topic
requires information skills.

During her study in the Diploma of Information Studies
at Auckland College of Education, Grant became aware
that, although information skills was one of the essential
skills in the New Zealand curriculum framework, there
was very little statistical evidence to support their being
there. Her friends on the same course persuaded her to
undertake such research! The right kind of friends, I say.
Readers of this column should be encouraged by Grant’s
findings, and indeed investigate opportunities for pre-
senting such findings to school staff.

According to Postman (1990), “we are glutted with infor-
mation, drowning in information, have no control over it,
don’t know what to do with it”. He believes that the age
of information began not with computer technology, but
with the invention of the printing press, and that what
began as a “liberating stream” which would make infor-
mation available to all, instead of the privileged, “has
turned into a deluge of chaos”.

Grant, in her research, asserts that if this is true, then teach-
ers need to change roles from being information providers
to that of being coaches of learning. Central to this role is
giving students the skills to enable them to understand the
meaning of information as it comes to them, and the key
role of the teacher-librarian in enabling this.

Postman, N. Informing ourselves to death. Address at
German Informatics Society, Stuttgart, 1990, p 6.
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BACKGROUND

The introduction of information skills into national cur-
riculums around the world has signalled a change in
direction for education: from teacher-centred learning to
student-centred learning; from learning centred on trans-
mission of information to learning centred on effectively
using information. In New Zealand, the National curricu-
[um (1993) has introduced information skills as one of
eight “essential skills” considered to be pivotal to stu-
dents’ achievement of potential and ability to participate
fully and effectively in the work force and in everyday
life. Schools in New Zealand are now obliged to give stu-
dents the opportunity to develop information skills. In
order to commit teachers to this key learning process,
there needs to be evidence that the teaching of these skills
will achieve the desired outcomes. It is acknowledged
that there is a growing body of literature that supports
the need for an information process which students can
use to manage the increasing quantity of information
they confront in their learning, and which will give them
the necessary skills to cope with the demands of the work
force (Moore, 1995; Todd, 1995). However, comprehensive
statistical evidence to support the introduction of these
skills is lacking, and particularly so in New Zealand.

RESEARCH AIMS

This research sought to investigate the impact of an inte-
grated information skills approach on the levels of
achievement in a Year 9 science class in a coeducational
government school in New Zealand. Specifically, it
sought to compare the learning outcomes of two classes,
one using an information skills approach while the other
was taught using a teacher-centred approach.

The information process model underpinning this

research was Gawith’s “Action learning” model (1991).

This model has six stages:

* Deciding; the task is defined and planned and the
questions to be answered found

¢ Finding: locating the appropriate sources of
information

¢ Using: evaluating the worth of the resources

* Recording: making appropriate notes

* Presenting: answering the research questions in the
way required

* Evaluating: looking at the researcher’s achievements
and areas for improvement.

SAMPLE

Two Year 9 science classes in the same streaming band
were chosen. These two classes had the same teacher,
who had not been trained to use the information skills
process. The class receiving integrated information skills
instruction formed the experimental group, and the class
receiving normal teacher-centred instruction formed the
control group. The experimental group was decided on
by a toss of a coin.

The classes had been banded mainly on their Test of
Scholastic Ability (TOSCA) scores at the beginning of the
year but social factors such as friendship groupings, and
parental wishes were also considered in some cases.
Based on TOSCA scores, the classes were considered to be
academically equivalent (Experimental group: TOSCA
score of 25.45; Control group: TOSCA score of 25.05).

Both classes worked on an astronomy module which was
part of the Year 9 science curriculum. All students took
part in the learning and, while all were invited to take
part in the project, not all chose to make their results
available for this research. At the commencement of the
learning period, the research methodology was explained
to the classes, and students were invited to take part in
the project by filling in a consent form. Out of an original
class of 25 students in the experimental group, 21 chose
to take part, while 20 from 27 of the control group com-
mitted themselves to the project. The learning took place
over a four week period at the end of Term 2, 1997.

PROCEDURE

Experimental group:

A collaborative team approach to teaching and learning
was used in the experimental group. The researcher
taught the information skill processes while the class
teacher provided the essential astronomy knowledge to
maintain student focus on the topic to be covered.

The information skill process was based on Gawith’s
Action learning and a series of learning activities were
designed to develop these. The students were given an
outline of the material to be covered during the module,
and they were told they would have to prepare their own
“Own name’s” guide to the galaxy. During the learning, the
class was required to fill out learning logs. At times they

were asked to comment on specific questions such as

“Explain to another Year 9 student how to use a data
chart”, while at other times they commented on the
progress they felt they were making, both with the con-
tent and the information skills.

The learning took place over a four week period during
which the students were assisted to use the strategies
involved in the information skills process. Students fol-
lowed the format given to them for presentation of their
information and, after the final test, evaluated their
achievements in the post test questionnaire.

Control Group:

The control group, taught by the same teacher, did not
have the information skills component integrated into the
day-by-day classwork. The class had the requirements of
the unit explained to them, and were informed of an oral
presentation they were required to give to the class, based
on their research. This presentation was to be two to three
minutes long, had to have a visual aid, and the speaker
had to prepare four questions to ask the class. The stu-
dents were required to write down four facts from the
presentation. The class was given only a rudimentary
explanation on where to look for information in the
library and how to structure their information (ie have an
introduction, middle and conclusion) for their presenta-
tions. The remainder of their work was based on working
from handouts, whole class teaching, drawing time lines
and discussions.

DATA COLLECTION

A number of data collection measures were used to
develop the comparisons of the two classes:

(a) As a pretest measure, both classes filled out a ques-
tionnaire on their confidence and ability to complete a
series of research based tasks.

(b) Both classes were given a short pretest to establish
their levels of astronomy knowledge. This test was
repeated at the end of the unit.

(c) During the teaching program, students undertook two
quizzes, which were given to them without their having

had a chance to study, to test their short term memory. At
the end of the unit, both groups sat a unit test involving
multiple choice, recall and higher thinking questions, as
well as made presentations.

(d) At the end of the unit, students were post tested on:
their satisfaction with their results; their study methods
and times; which information they remembered best;
their confidence with the research tasks; difficulties they
had; what they had gained from the unit; and how to go
about an imaginary assignment. The experimental group
were also asked to reflect on their feelings about, and atti-
tudes to, the information skills they had used during
their learning.

(e) Throughout the unit for both classes, the teacher and
the researcher kept learning logs in which reflections
were recorded on: the progress being made; the skills
being learnt; and any concerns we had about any part of
the process.

The data produced was both qualitative and quantitative.
The tests enabled a statistical comparison of the classes’
results using means and standard deviations. Graphs
were used where appropriate. The questionnaires provid-
ed insights into the students’ feelings about the process
and their results. Information from the questionnaires
was collated, frequencies calculated and conclusions
drawn from the students” comments.

FINDINGS

1. Achievement measures

Table 1 sets out the means, standard deviation and signif-
icance tests for the achievement measures held during the
project. The gain score reflects the gains made by both
classes on the post test. (See Table 1.)

The results show that the control group had a significant-
ly higher score on the pretest than the experimental
group ( t=2.07, p<.05 ). However, there was no statistical
difference between the groups on the post test, although
the difference between the groups was less. A test of the
significance of the gains made by students in the two

Table 1

Means, standard deviations and significance tests for achievement measures

Experimental Group

Control Group

Achijevement
measures N Mean Std

N Mean Std

Pretest 20 445 1.56

15 6.23 3.42

Post test 19 784 3.04

20 838 227

Gain 18 347 252

15 240 449

Unit Test 20 19.67 6.67

20 21.33 421

Quiz 1 20 6.75 2.02

19 516 1.21

Quiz 2 18 622 2.29

19 6.21 244

*p <.05; % p <.01




groups showed that there was no statistically significant
difference, although the experimental group had made a
slightly larger gain than the control group. In all but a
few cases, the experimental group made larger gains in
the post test than the control group.

In the first of the short quizzes, the experimental group
scored significantly higher than the control group

(t= -2.96, p<.01) but this difference was not reflected in
the second quiz.

2. Questionnaires

In the pre-learning questionnaire, both groups selected
“good marks” as being the most desired outcome for
their participation in the learning. In the post test ques-
tionnaire, the experimental group showed a higher level
of satisfaction with their marks than the control group,
but the difference was not statistically significant.
Approximately one third of the students said that they
had studied for less than an hour, while another third felt
they had spent between one and four hours. There was
no difference in choice of study methods between the
groups, although nearly two thirds of the experimental
group reported finding it easier to study after they had
found their own information, compared to half of the
control group. Students in the experimental group found
that they more effectively retained information through
applying their information skills than the control group.

There were modest gains in the levels of confidence
expressed by the experimental group in their ability to
use a range of information skills to effectively complete

their research tasks. After the module, the control group
expressed less confidence in their ability to find informa-
tion that was useful to them, and which was easily
understood, and in knowing where to look for informa-
tion. However, they expressed greater confidence about
organising their notes even though they had no assistance
with this skill.

The groups were then asked to indicate which of the
research tasks they had found difficult, and to explain
what the difficulties were. They could select as many of
the skills as they wished. The small numbers of responses
may indicate that many students did not have difficulty
with the tasks.

In both groups, some students reported having difficulty
finding information which could be easily understood,
and was useful, and with scientific language. Three stu-
dents in the experimental group also had difficulty with
taking their own notes. Students in the experimental
group commented on not being able to get the resources
they wanted, that some of the information was muddled
up, or that “a lot of the books had a lot of trash”. The
control group noted that they didn’t know whether
things were important, that it was hard to find good
information, or that “I had to read through information
before deciding what to use which would probably take
the longest”. The control group had problems with find-
ing key words, and knowing where to look for informa-
tion. A student in the control group was concerned that
no single resource on its own had “all the information on
meteorites”. Some found it hard to summarise informa-

tion, and one said that “thinking about what to put down
is hard when you don’t know much about the subject”.

3. Observations during the research

It was very apparent from the observations of both class-
es by the researcher, that the experimental group knew
what they were looking for and were very focussed on
the task. Finding information which was on the topic
caused some difficulty, as students realised that no one
resource would provide all the answers. The sheer weight
of information available concerned a few students. The
reading level of certain resources was a problem for some
students, but some gained the confidence to reject a
resource which was beyond their reading level and look
for something more suitable, instead of opting for the
easy solution of simply copying down material which
was incomprehensible. Generally, the less organised
and/or less motivated students had the most difficulty
with the process. The experimental group conveyed a
willingness to try the new process, and it was clear that,
at times, they struggled to learn new skills when their old
habits were deeply ingrained. For example, one of the
students was worried about completing the work in time
but, on questioning, it became obvious that the real con-
cern was that the finished work had not been decorated!

The control group, in contrast, had real difficulty decid-
ing what was important and they talked about the diffi-
culty of summarising information. The presentations they
delivered to the class showed that most had simply
copied what they wanted from the resources. The stu-
dents wanted one resource which would give them all the
answers. The difficulties of presenting their work includ-
ed a lack of confidence and concerns about “not being
neat enough”. They were unconcerned about the value of
the material they were presenting.

4. Additional benefits

The study revealed a number of additional benefits for
students engaged in the information skills process.
Benefits mentioned by students (N = number of students)
included: understanding data charts (8); trash-and-trea-
sure approach to information analysis (6); how to take
notes (2); how to put information together (2); how to
present information (2); how to plan information (2); how
to organise time (1); how to use key words (1); creating
mind maps (1); brainstorming (1); and how to set out
questions (1). The students in the experimental group
referred to the information skills they had learned in
some detail, and were able to use the appropriate vocabu-
lary to discuss them. The use of the data chart and the
‘trash and treasure’ exercise were the most prominent,
probably because they were in use for a good deal of the
time.

Students were told that their teacher had given them a
homework assignment in which they were to find out
information on the topic “Healthy eating and food fads”.
They were asked to explain, in detail, how they would go
about this process. A record was made of the number of
times each part of the information skills process was
mentioned by each of the students in their explanations
of how they would carry out the task. The majority of
students in the experimental group were able to mention

many of the steps. The data chart was mentioned by 43%
of the experimental group as a means of taking and
organising notes. The experimental group was able to
give strategies for carrying out the skills mentioned,
rather than just talking about “taking notes”.

5. Feelings about the process

The experimental group was asked to indicate on a scale,
of 1 (disliked) to 5 (liked), their feelings and attitudes to
taking the responsibility for their own learning that the
various parts of the information skills process gave them,
and to explain why they felt that way. The findings, over-
all, showed that students enjoyed being able to work at
their own pace, and being able to record information easi-
ly and clearly through applying the skills they had devel-
oped. The concept of ‘ownership’ for what was being
learned was also very apparent in the comments.

Comments about finding their own resources were fairly
evenly divided. Students appeared to be learning to trust
their own judgments as they had to work out for them-
selves which resource would give them the information
they needed. Some students found the sheer range of
resources quite daunting. Some liked the independence,
but those who did not like having to find their own
resources mentioned “it was hard” finding the right
information.

The “trash and treasure’ exercise (or “cosmic junk and
treasure”) designed to help students analyse information,
gave students a tool to decide what information was
essential for their purposes. One student mentioned that
“before I would have put in information in our study that
wasn’t relevant”; others talked about how easy it was to
get sidetracked by interesting, but unnecessary, informa-
tion, but concluded “we don’t end up with a lot of junk”.
Most students responded well to being able to organise
and plan their own work schedules. They liked being
able to work out what they had to do, when they would
do it, and not being told they had to do it.

The experimental group were shown how to use data
charts as a way of organising their information easily. The
data chart was too small to allow for copying and fitted
very well with the ‘trash and treasure’ idea. Students
reported that their notes: were easy to read; were easy to
write up after; and enabled them to write information
they could understand. Several students talked about the
chart’s usefulness for other subjects.

6. Comparison of final projects

It needs to be noted that the final products for each group
were not strictly comparable, in that the experimental
group was asked to do a project, and the control group a
presentation. However, the analysis of the process, learn-
ing dilemmas, and outcomes identifies some consistent
patterns.

The projects submitted by the experimental group were
very well organised, in that almost all stated the aim of
the project at the beginning, and had achieved that aim
by the end. The students followed the format easily. The
projects began with an introduction, which set out the
points the students intended to cover, contained a struc-
tured explanation of each point and finished with a con-
clusion. Writing the conclusions gave the most difficulty,
because students had to find a common thread through

the information. In almost all the completed projects,
there was an absence of plagiarism. This could be because
the space in the data charts was too small for large scale
copying, or that students were asking questions of the
information they were reading and putting down the
answers in their own words. Students also used a greater
variety and number of resources from which to get their
information than was observed with the control class.

The student data charts showed that most students had
extracted the appropriate information to answer the ques-
tions fully. Synthesis of the information collected under
each heading had been modelled for the students and an
exemplar provided for the most difficult question. In
spite of this, some students did not include all their
recorded information, and those who had not completed
enough work were unable to fully answer their questions.

In the control group presentations, some dilemmas were
evident. During their library search, comments such as
“What do I do with this?” were common. Students had
little idea of what they needed to find out. Note taking
skills were minimal in many cases. Some students were
concerned about not having “enough space to put this
down”, while others happily copied information from
their resources. When delivering the presentations many
of the students either read the material they had copied,
or had memorised it verbatim. The plagiarism was appar-
ent from the complicated sentence structures, and level of
non-technical vocabulary used. Few presentations con-
tained an introduction or a conclusion, although most
contained a good deal of useful, but unstructured, infor-
mation.

The log books also identified a number of problems, such
as: finding enough information; difficulty sorting infor-
mation into an appropriate order; not being able to take
the books out of the library; and finding information in
different places. Students had no plan of what sorts of
information they were looking for. They made indiscrimi-
nate choices as to what information was relevant, on the
basis of: things that they thought were interesting; what
they thought was important; what they could under-
stand; what was not the “boring stuff”, or what “felt
right”. Their ideas on note taking were quite limited, and
ranged from copying down information, and just writing
things down, to writing ideas in own words.
CONCLUSION
It is important to remember that this study took place in
one unit of work, and over a short period of time. The
variable gains in improvement of knowledge about
astronomy, as shown in the test scores, must not be inter-
preted as a failure of information skills. It is unlikely that
differences in test scores in such a short period would be
dramatic; indeed, the positive trends are encouraging.
The analysis of the qualitative data shows that the devel-
opment of information handling skills considerably
helped students in their process of identifying and
manipulating information, and structuring it in a mean-
ingful way for presentation, as well as confidence with
their learning. This is a noteworthy result and, with ongo-
ing skills development, it is likely that the benefit is
expressed in test scores. The study also clearly identifies a
range of learning dilemmas that students face in working
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with information. Knowledge of these dilemmas provides
an important starting point for the integration of informa-
tion skills into units of work.

REFERENCES:

Abbott, J. ‘Learning makes sense: recreating education for a
changing future’. Education 2000, Letchworth, Herts, 1994.

Breivik, P. S. Information literacy: what's it all about. Opening
address to NZLIA Conference, Queenstown, 1996.

Bruce, C. S. ‘Information literacy: a framework for higher
education’. The Australian Library Journal, 1995, p. 158-170.

Gawith, G. ‘Education today: bandaid, bandwagon or beacon?’
Curriculum: core or corset?: community and business views,
New Zealand Planning Council, Wellington, 1991.

Moore, P. ‘The dynamics of problem solving’. SET, 1995, no. 2,
item 3.

The New Zealand curriculum framework, Learning Media,
Wellington, 1993.

Todd, R. J. ‘Integrated information skills instruction: does it
make a difference?’. School Library Media Quarterly, 23 (2),
1995 p. 133-139.

ABSTRACT

Kafai, Y. & Bates, M. ‘Internet Web-searching instruction
in the elementary classroom: building a foundation for
information literacy’. School Library Media Quarterly.
Winter, 1997, p. 103-111.

There has been considerable discussion in recent months
relating to the critical and information literacies needed
by children to access the Internet, and the instructional

role of teacher-librarians in this process. The purpose of
this research was to investigate how primary school chil-
dren develop an understanding of what the Intenet and
Web searching are, and how the students develop their
critical-thinking skills by evaluating the information gath-
ered from various sites. Five classrooms from Grade 1 to
Grade 6, in four different schools (a total of 196 students)
formed the sample for the research.

In relation to Web site content, the researchers found:
children preferred Web sites with high visual content and
short, simple textual content; they were inspired to talk
about their social views and surroundings when they
viewed Internet sites featuring children’s artwork and
photographs from other places; they would like to see
more animation and interactivity on the Internet; and
they had a low tolerance for download times.

In relation to critical thinking skills, the researchers
found: children were quick to assume everything they
found about their topic on the Internet was correct; they
had great difficulty in evaluating sites and articulating
the bases for their judgments; once they had experienced
frustrations in searching, they were more receptive about
learning appropriate critical skills such as the differences
between search engines; they found that visiting too
many uninvolving or irrelevant sites retarded the value of
their learning experiences; and they were more enthusias-
tic when their evaluations of Web sites were actually
placed on the Web. B

THE HISTORY

Earlier this century, Dorothea

It was hoped to ignite a spirit of
patriotism amongst Australia’s
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Mackellar (1885-1968), famous
Australian poet of My country, lived
with her family in Sydney. In 1905,
Sir Charles Mackellar (Dorothea’s
father) purchased four properties in
the Gunnedah District. Dorothea vis-
ited the country as much as possible
and it is from these visits that she
received her inspiration to write
much of her poetry and prose.

In 1983, Mrs Mikie Maas OAM PHE,
orchestrated the foundation of the
Dorothea Mackellar Memorial
Society Inc., to recognise the contri-
bution Dorothea made to Australian
literature. To raise funds for a bronze
statue of Dorothea Mackellar, a poet-
ry competition was announced, for
which a small entry fee was charged.

youth, similar to that felt by thou-
sands of adults who recalled My
country. The competition grew from
strength to strength until a full-time
coordinator was employed to con-
duct it in 1995.

Now in its 15th year, with over 7500
entries received in 1997, the competi-
tion has a major sponsor in QBE
Insurance, receives endorsement
from the National Australia Day
Council, and was adopted by Rotary
under the banner of Programs for new
generations. Other sponsors and sup-
porters for 1998 include: Gunnedah
Shire Council; Yanda Airlines;
Colonial State Bank (Gunnedah);
Microsoft; Australia Post; Penguin
Australia; Jacaranda Wiley; KFC and
the Sydney Morning Herald.

The topic for this year’s competition
is “Journeys”. Maurice Saxby AM, an
internationally respected authority
on children’s literature, and a poetry
competition judge for three years,
believes that the current theme is
open to a wide interpretation. “We
are all engaged in a journey - life
itself,” Mr Saxby said. “That is the

most important journey of all.”

Children of all ages are invited to latch
onto this topic and explore it creatively.
and enthusiastically. Entry forms and
further information are available from
Rachel Frend on phone (02) 6742 4669
or fax (02) 6742 4057. Entries close on
Monday 15th June 1998. 1

The following resources have been reviewed by a panel of
teacher-librarians and teachers throughout the state.
Reviews of some less recent publications are occasionally
included where they have not been previously available in
Australia, or have not been reviewed before, and address
a significant priority area. Information about reviewers
for this issue can be found at the end of the review sec-
tion. Classification given in Scan for non-fiction materi-
al is the 12th Abridged Dewey, although when ordering
SCIS cataloguing records, the 12th or 21st may be speci-
fied. Many more reviews than we publish in Scan go
onto the DET Web site <http://www.dsensw.edu.au>.

USER LEVELS are now given in stages as follows:
Early Stage 1  (for Preschool/Early Childhood)

Stage 1 (for Lower primary)

Stage 2 (for Middle primary)

Stage 3 (for Upper primary)

Stage 4 (for Lower secondary)

Stage 5 (for Middle secondary)

Stage 6 (for Upper secondary)
Community  (for Community/Parent{Adult)
Professional

Picture books

Picture books are arranged alphabetically by author.
Some books in this section are non-fiction or have rele-
vance to a particular KLA.

ALLEN, Pamela

The bear’s lunch.

Viking, 1997

ISBN 0670874973

Pamela Allen’s ability to tap the emotional world of young
children is well demonstrated in this picture book. She pro-
vides the experience of suspense, danger, threat and reso-
lution in a beautifully simple story. Wendy and Oliver have
a picnic lunch, unaware of a prowling bear. The bear is truly
scary (although a surprisingly delicate eater) and the chil-
dren face its jaws with courage. The skilful combination of
fairy tale style magic and realism is carried by both the text
and the wonderful illustrations. The small children within
the forest landscape and the fierce bear are beautifully
depicted in this polished work. J. Buckley

USER LEVEL: Early Stage 1 Stage 1 Stage 2

AVAIL: $19.95

EVAL: Highly recommended SCIS 909169

BAILLIE, Allan & HARRIS, Wayne

Star navigator.

ABC Books, 1997

ISBN 0733305652

Children intrigued with the possibilities of alien life forms
and interplanetary travel will love this imaginative picture
book. The reader joins young Star Navigator Bryan Han-
rahan, and his alien offsider Styg, on a perilous journey
into outer space, racing against time to rescue the crew of
a crippled space freighter that has come to grief as it
approached the ancient, mythical planet of Seraman. Dra-
matic text combines with appropriately dark and eerie illus-
trations, in which Harris employs varied spatial, perspec-

tive and framing devices to capture the eye and keep the
reader involved, an active participant in the quest. This is
a fascinating space adventure that rewards close, repeat-
ed readings. B. Richardson

USER LEVEL: Stage 1 Stage 2

AVAIL: $19.95

EVAL: Highly recommended SCIS 913359

BLAKE, Quentin

Mrs Armitage and the big wave.

Cape, 1997

ISBN 0224046292

The redoubtable Mrs Armitage and her intrepid dog Break-
spear make a welcome return in this rollicking picture book.
Readers familiar with the pair will be prepared for the
uniqueness of their surfing experience. The gradual acqui-
sition of ever more items (inflatable island, shade, snacks,
drinks) to add comfort to the wait for the big wave is inter-
rupted by the wave itself, as well as the need to rescue small
Miranda, out of her depth. Blake’s lively, brisk black line
and watercolour pictures are deceptively simple, perfectly
suited to the individual nature of his character. Never before
has waiting for a wave, or a surf rescue, been so distinctively
portrayed. This is a useful resource for discussions on sun
and water safety, as well as gender and age stereotypes or
issues. W. Smith

USER LEVEL: Stage 1 Stage 2

KLA: PDHPE

SYLLABUS: PDHPEK-6

AVAIL: $19.95

EVAL: Highly recommended SCIS 905508

BROWNE, Anthony
Willy the dreamer.
Walker, 1997

ISBN (744549728

Browne’s artistic mastery is evident in this large format pic-
ture book. Willy the modest chimpanzee wanders through
the landscapes, and inhabits varied characters, of his dreams.
Rock singer, superhero, beggar or king, Willy’s situations
encompass many areas of interest to young readers. From
endpapers and title page to the detail of each gorgeous illus-
tration, the artwork is intriguing and exciting. References
to famous paintings, including those of Dali and Magritte, as
well as Browne’s previous work, abound. A fine sense of
humour characterises this book. The text is simple and pol-
ished, although it lists situations which offer immense illus-
trative possibilities, rather than provides a strongly devel-
oping story. J. Buckley
USER LEVEL: Stage 1 Stage 2 Stage 3 Stage 4
KLA: CA; English
SYLLABUS: English K-6; Visual Arts K-6;

Visual Arts 7-10
AVAIL: $22.95

EVAL: Highly recommended SCIS 915384

CHENG, Christopher & WOOLMAN, Steven
One child.

Era, 1997

ISBN 1863743219

With a cover so colourful and inviting,
it is a shock that the first few pages of
this picture book are sad and blue in
tone. This tactic is highly successful, as
witnessed by the transformation into
full colour when the one child realises
how she can have a small, yet positive,
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impact on the world around her. The environmental mes-
Sagc?s to students are presented succinctly. Woolman's illus-
trations, inspired by stained glass windows, are spectacu-
lar apd highly detailed. Look for extinct and endangered
Species, represented as stuffed toys in the child’s bedroom.
This book is excellent to use as a springboard for a unit on
conservation of natural resources. . McLean

USER LEVEL: Stage 2 Stage 3 Stage 4

KLA: HSIE

SYLLABUS: HSIE K-6

AVAIL: $19.95

EVAL: Highly recommended SCIS 917622
COLE, Babette

Two of everything.

Cape, 1997

ISBN 0224046527

The Ogglebutts, seriously problematic parents who cannot
agree on anything, follow the advice of their children and
get “unmarried”. After individual “unhoneymoons” they
set themselves up in separate houses, but a connecting tun-
nel allows the children to enjoy the advantages of both par-
ents without the disadvantage of their constant fighting. On
the surface, this picture book presents as a light hearted
romp injected with Babette Cole’s usual sly, wicked humour
in both spare text and delightful watercolour illustrations.
Ur}demeath, however, are important messages to relieve
Chll.d‘ren of oft-felt guilt and give hope that divorce can be a
positive option for some families. This work has application
for child protection. B. Richardson

USER LEVEL: Stage 1 Stage 2

KLA: PDHPE

SYLLABUS: PDHPE K-6

AVATL: $19.95 SCIS 916623
CREW, Gary & TAN, Shaun

The viewer.

Lothian, 1997

ISBN 0850918286

Gary Crew’s writing is outstanding
in this fantastic view of history past,
present and future. The writing is
eloquent and crafted around tight-
ly constructed descriptions, which
are a particular delight to read
aloud. As good as the writing is, it
almost pales in comparison to
Shaun Tan’s breathtaking visual
texts. A curious student could pore
over them for hours. This is an outstanding combination of
author and illustrator, that results in a picture book that
lingers in the mind and demands to be returned to, and pon-
dered over, numerous times. B. Spence
USER LEVEL: Stage 3 Stage 4 Stage 5
KLA: CPA; English
SYLLABUS: English K-6; English 7-10;
Visual Arts K-6; Visual Arts 7-10
AVAIL: $19.95

EVAL: Highly recommended SCIS 918171

DENTON, Terry

Zapt!

Penguin, 1997 (Puffin Books)

ISBN 0140560904

A fa§t moving picture book, this is an adventure for fans of
f:he fiendish fish, who quite literally took their breaths away,
in Gasp! Our intrepid, yet foolhardy, friend is determined,

again, to have his way: with shocking consequences! A
humorous, yet sobering, tale for those among us who always
seem to know best. The comic book semblance of this work
is fostered by the size of the publication, combined with the
use of white backgrounds and variety of font styles. Den-
ton’s unique, expressive drawings add to the impact,
humour and characterisation. This is a book to enjoy alone,
or with friends. N. Chaffey

USER LEVEL: Stage 1 Stage 2 Stage 3

KLA: CA; English

SYLLABUS: English K-6; Visual Arts K-6

AVAIL: Paper $8.95

EVAL: Highly recommended SCIS 905585

DUMBLETON, Mike & GAMBLE, Kim

Let’s escape.

Scholastic, 1997

ISBN 1863887024 [A821]
Simple rhyming text, enhanced by distinctive watercolour
illustrations, tells this story. Reading in bed on a bright
moonlit night, a small boy dreams, stimulated by his books
and toys, posters and mobiles. Creatures and places con-
jured from his imagination come alive as, accompanied by
a small pink toy companion, he bravely rows, creeps, rides,
leaps, slides, runs and climbs past them, at last gliding safe-
ly home to the warmth and security of his own room. Read-
ers will enjoy identifying familiar characters, as well as ele-
ments from Gamble’s earlier work. Use this picture book as
a discussion starter, for reading response, or simply enjoy
sharing its warmth and satisfaction with children. W. Smith
USER LEVEL: Stage 1 Stage 2

KLA: English

SYLLABUS: English K-6

AVAIL: Paper $9.95

EVAL: Highly recommended SCIS 909036

FOX, Mem & STRAUB, Leslie
Whoever you are.

Hodder Children’s, 1998

ISBN 0733608590

With lyrical, rhythmic, deceptive-
ly simple text and lush, bright,
almost iconic illustrations, this
original and distinctive picture
book from an esteemed Australian
author and US illustrator offers an
international perspective on a uni-
versal message of love and inclu-
sion. Important ideas repeat and
accumulate, in text and illustration,
but no didacticism is evident. Gilded handmade plaster bor-
ders frame the vivid illustrations, in which an embracing,
godlike figure shows the world and its children to the read-
er. The illustrations include fascinating symbolism, and por-
tray a wide range of cultures. Wide scope is offered for dis-
cussion of multiculturalism between readers of all ages, as
well as opportunities for students of visual arts. W. Smith
USER LEVEL: Stage 2 Stage 3 Stage 4

KLA: CA; HSIE; PDHPE

SYLLABUS: HSIE K-6; PDHPE K-6; Visual Arts K-6;
Visual Arts 7-10
Paper $12.95

Highly recommended

[305.23]

AVAIL:

EVAL: SCIS 928070
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HARRIS, Christine & SMITH, Craig

Sleeping in.

Random House, 1997 (A Mark Macleod book)

ISBN 0091832896

Many children will recognise the situation explored here,
being the one member of the family who is out of step with
everyone else’s energetic morning activities. Spare, rhyth-
mic, cumulative, onomatopoeic text is enlarged and
enhanced by Smith’s characteristically bold, colourful, ener-
getic, child-focused illustrations, whose interesting per-
spectives, visual clues and a slightly ambiguous ending chal-
lenge the reader to move beyond a superficial look. This pic-
ture book is well suited to sharing with young children, who
will enjoy recognising the situations and imitating the
sounds, identifying the items in Sam’s room and in the rest
of the house, as well as finding the clues hidden in the pic-
tures. W. Smith

USER LEVEL: Stage 1

AVAIL: $19.95 SCIS 914161

HILTON, Nette & SMITH, Craig

Tough Lester.

Omnibus, 1997

ISBN 1862913102

The combination of bravado, skill, physical prowess and
emotional strength needed for rugby union is explored in
this humorous picture book. Lester is seen as the toughest
member of the team, although the illustrations tell the tale:
he is not aggressive, just very big. When faced with the
Bombers, a truly tough team with their own fierce looking
bus, everyone is scared, Lester included. Wonderful action
packed illustrations of the players, with their range of facial
expressions, contribute greatly to the impact of the story.
Some real lessons about team spirit are learned by the con-
clusion of this perceptive work. J. Buckley

USER LEVEL: Stage 2 Stage 3

KLA: PDHPE

SYLLABUS: PDHPE K-6

AVAIL: $19.95

EVAL: Highly recommended SCIS 918172
LEGGE, David

Rise & shine.

Random Australia, 1997 (A Mark Macleod book)
ISBIN 0091834589

In this curious tale, the natural

cycles of the sun and moon are

disturbed, so Mother Nature

and Father Time investigate.

The boastful, petulant sun

needs encouragement to get

out of bed. He is jealous of the

moon's coloured suit. These

personified celestial bodies are depicted as comic, middle
aged, masculine figures. Young readers may find them scary.
This is an unsatisfying story, with a lengthy text and a puz-
zling conclusion. Although the cycles of the sun and moon
are indirectly explained, and the illustrations are lively and
well balanced, this picture book is not a cohesive or clear
work. J. Buckley

USER LEVEL: Stage 1 Stage 2

KLA: CA; English

SYLLABUS: English K-6; Visual Arts K-6

AVAIL: $22.95 SCIS 917536

MILLER, David

What's for lunch?

Hodder Children’s, 1997

ISBN 0733604889

3D paper sculptures form the basis

of the whole page artworks in this

delightfully simple, yet scientifically

accurate, picture book. Each Aus-

tralian animal or bird is depicted in

its environment. The question with

which the book is titled is posed for

an echidna, koala, magpie and platy-

pus, among others; the fauna give descriptive one sentence
answers, with adjectives and punctuation effectively used.
Bold fonts, repetition, and a reflective conclusion provide
excellent opportunities for children to respond to the work
with expression and understanding. This resource has many
curriculum applications. It is particularly relevant for stu-
dents from non-English speaking backgrounds. S, Rasaiah
USER LEVEL: Early Stage 1 Stage 1 Stage 2

KLA: English; 5T

SYLLABUS: English K-6; Science & Technology K-6
AVAIL: $24.95

EVAL: Highly recommended SCIS 905512

MORIMOTO, Junko

The two bullies.

/ translated from an original Japanese story by Isao
Morimoto. Random Australia, 1997
ISBN 0091832934
Not so much a story of two bullies as a circular tale of two
competitive strong men who out bluff each other, this picture
book offers many discussion points on the meanings of
strength, fear, pride, and winning. The subtle, evocative
water colour illustrations on the beige background comple-
ment textual images and plot, simultaneously adding a sense
of movement, size, and power. Gentle humour underlies the
trick that allows a resolution where both men are winners,
telling tales of mutual respect and admiration. This is a
thought provoking retelling of the original Japanese story,
offering support also for muticultural studies. C. Foley

USER LEVEL: Stage 1 Stage 2 Stage 3

AVAIL: $22.95 5CIS 900922
MORGAN, Sally & BANCROFT, Bronwyn

In your dreams.

Sandcastle, 1997

ISBN 1863682015

Here is an exciting and stimulating story for young readers.
It is a beautiful story about Susie and her Gran. Susie is try-
ing to write an essay on what she will do when she grows
up. Her mind is not on her school work, it is on her dreams.
What do these dreams really mean? Susie is searching for
the meanings behind her dreams, and Gran in her wisdom
gently guides her in the right direction. This picture book
emphasises the importance of Aboriginal kinship. Bancroft’s
vibrant and distinctive art style works well with the text, to
produce a brilliant combination of traditional Aboriginal
and contemporary elements. T. Rudd

USER LEVEL: Stage 1 Stage 2 Stage 3

KLA: CPA; English

SYLLABUS: English K-6; Visual Arts K-6

AVAIL: Paper $9.95

EVAL: SCIS 913136

Highly recommended
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OTTLEY, Matthew

Mrs Millie’s painting.

Hodder Children’s, 1997

ISBN 073360188X

Visually stunning, this picture

book is a delightful journey for the

reader. Each page provides a

wealth of stimulation for exciting

picture talks, as Mrs Millie, and

her cat Socrates, set out on an

adventurous voyage through the

gardens of Matthew Ottley’s very

fertile imagination. There is a lot

of illustrative humour blended

with a suggestion of mystery, which will have instant appeal
for young readers. The text is suitably large to assist the stu-
dent reader and blends occasionally into the artwork. At
heart, this is a charming glimpse into the hidden but happy
life of an elderly person living alone. L. Ward

USER LEVEL: Stage 1 Stage 2

AVAIL: $22.95 SCIS 913379

REES, Lesley & WILSON, Margaret
The seagull who liked cricket.
Cygnet, 1997

ISBN 1875560602

Silver the outcast seagull is befriended by Vic, a popular
human cricket hero, during the youth’s weekend fishing
trips. It is Vic who witnesses the traumatic loss of the gull’s
foot. Later, he is horrified when a ball from his partner’s bat
slams into the same bird, jeopardising the match, Vic's career
and Silver’s life. The creators obviously know their seag-
ulls, and the book is beautifully designed, with a rope motif
recurring to provide continuity. Several illustrations are
shown from the bird’s eye view. The format is misleading, as
the graphic storyline of this text-dense picture book for inde-
pendent readers may cause distress for younger readers. L.
McLean

USER LEVEL: Stage 3 Stage 4

AVAIL: $19.95 SCIS 915337
ROWE, John A.
Smudge.

North-South, 1997 (A Michael Neugebauer Book)
ISBN 1558587888

Smudge, an elderly, somewhat tattered rat, narrates the
adventures which followed his kidnapping when a baby.
He tells how he moved from one family of creatures to
another, fitting in, but always left behind when the families
moved on because he lacked the necessary, specialised skill
to follow, for example flying. The simple, circular story is
repetitive in structure lending itself to prediction. Text is
printed in thick, black type on the left hand pages facing
large framed illustrations featuring dramatically posed and
angled subjects. Overall art and design is striking, but very
young readers may find some of the illustrations in this pic-
ture book a little dark and sombre. B. Richardson

USER LEVEL: Early Stage 1 Stage 1

AVAIL: $22.95 SCIS 916004

WOLFE, Richard & WOLFE, Pamela
Midnight at the museum.

Scholastic, 1997

ISBN 1869433416

A midnight romp in which animals come to life is not novel,
but set this scene in a museum and watch the imagination
fly! The rich, double page illustrations wrap around the

boxes of text in this picture book, providing many discussion
points and learning experiences. Children will enjoy the
visual stimulation, the surprises on every page, and the
rhythm of the rollicking verse. The vocabulary is familiar,
and pitched at the interest and ability level of young inde-
pendent readers. Parents and teachers will find this resource
useful as a springboard, or follow up, to a museum excur-
sion. S. Rasaiah

USER LEVEL: Stage 1 Stage 2

KLA: English; ST

SYLLABUS: English K-6; Science & Technology K-6
AVAIL: $9.95

EVAL: Highly recommended SCIS 913387

Fiction for younger readers

Resources are arranged alphabetically by author. Some of
these books are also suitable for lower secondary stu-
dents.

BATES, Dianne

Desert Dan the dunnyman.

Hodder Children’s, 1997 (Bushrangers)
ISBN 0733605095

Dan Dunbear is descended from a long

line of dunny makers. And so begins a

tale of dunnies and bushrangers set in

colonial Australia. Bates is an expert in

the craft of writing humorous, and often

irreverent, stories. She uses the type of

humour that causes some adults to

cringe, and children to smirk and gig-

gle uproariously. The story displays

good humorous writing, using tech-

niques such as: play on words; unusual

place names; rhymes; and alliteration.

However, some of the humour and terminology may be too
subtle for the age of the intended audience. Stephen
Axelsen’s black and white illustrations are well suited to
this funny short story. B. Spence

USER LEVEL: Stage 2

KLA: English

SYLLABUS: English K-6

AVAIL: Paper $7.95 each SCIS 915397
Titles in this series include:

Billy Fishbone: king of the kids SCIS 913424

Hairy Hannah and the Grandad gang  SCIS 913421

BLACKER, Terence

Ms Wiz, supermodel.

Macmillan, 1997 (Ms Wiz series 11)

ISBN 0333711173

The eleventh story about the magical Ms Wiz concerns a
modelling show in which some students become involved.
Ms Wiz has promised to give up magic. However, she can’t
resist taking part in the action and adds her special touch
to events. Young readers may puzzle over the exaggerated
false French speech of the fashion show organiser, which
reads aloud well but looks difficult on the page. Illustrations
by Tony Ross, particularly the eye catching cover, add to the
story’s impact. Large print and short text make the work
accessible to young readers, although the world of modelling
from which the situation is drawn is likely to be unfamiliar.
J. Buckley

USER LEVEL: Stage 2 Stage 3

AVAIL: . $24.95 SCIS 913833

BURKE, Janine

The doll.

Lothian, 1997 (After dark)

ISBN 085091860X

The cover illustration is a hint to this story’s macabre nature.
La Petite, an inherited doll, appears to be responsible for
bizarre happenings. Claudine’s mother suddenly becomes
critically ill, and the doll seems to savour the mother’s
predicament. Fear grips Claudine. Does La Petite possess
demonic powers? Will she unleash her powers when Clau-
dine is left to babysit her sister, Adele? What is the mystery
of the doll’s past? The distorted black and white illustra-
tions complement the eerie atmosphere. Each chapter is
short, and the simple to follow story line makes it a good
choice for reluctant readers. Snippets of French would excite
beginning students of that language. D. Doust

USER LEVEL: Stage 2 Stage 3 Stage 4

AVAIL: Paper $8.95 each SCIS 913412
Other titles in this series include:
The cannibal virus SCIS 927926

The lie SCIS 914133
The silver eyes SCIS 920902

CLARK, Margaret

Lucky last Luke.

Longman, 1997 (Supa doopers)

ISBN 0582811414

For all those students whose interest in the things around
them make them late for lines or miss the bus, this is a won-
derful book. The reader’s interest is captured by having Luke
experience things that all children find interesting, including:
soggy toast; difficult siblings; and throwing up. Only then do
Luke’s real adventures at the zoo, and the lucky rewards
which follow, begin. This is a good book for students who
may be worried about being different, as it would help them
feel less alone. It has adequately large text, an interesting
story, and humorous illustrations by Bettina Guthridge. L.
Ward

USER LEVEL: Stage 1 Stage 2

AVAIL: Paper $7.95 SCIS 918079

COWLEY, Joy

The great bamboozle.

Scholastic, 1997

ISBN 1869433904

Captain Griselda is a female pirate. Because she is so clever,
she always beats the men in the great bamboozle treasure
hunt. This exciting story, which boys and girls will both
enjoy, is about what happens when the male pirates try to
trick her and win the treasure for themselves. Griselda pro-
vides an assertive role model for teachers to utilise in pro-
moting effective gender equity strategies. The work blends
a vitally humorous text and Phillip Webb's delightful draw-
ings with sufficient skill to tickle the most timid funny bone.
Teachers could use its fresh approach to revitalise tired units
on the topic of the sea. L. Ward

USER LEVEL: Stage 1 Stage 2

AVAIL: Paper $7.95 SCIS 914478

ELISHA, Ron

Too big. ‘

Random House, 1997 (A Mark Macleod book)
ISBN 0091831598

These four short tales capture some pressing dilemmas in a
child’s day: why am I too little to button my coat but too big
for a dummy?; and why can’t Gran do all the things I can

do? The answers to these, and other
questions related to self perception, are
cleverly addressed, supported by Cathy
Netherwood’s black and white sketch-
es of a multicultural family. The humour
in the situations, the large print, and
short sentences are appealing to the
younger listener or reader. This is excel-
lent material for readers’ theatre.

S. Rasaiah

USER LEVEL: Stage 2 Stage 3

KLA: English; PDHPE

SYLLABUS: English K-6; PDHPE K-6

AVAIL: Paper $10.95

EVAL: Highly recommended SCIS 916582
FORRESTAL, Elaine

Someone like me.

Penguin, 1996

ISBN 0140380922

Tas seems an ordinary kid, fighting at school, doing chores,
romping with his dog, running along the river bank. Enya,
new at school, is not ordinary: she relives the terror of North-
ern Ireland. In befriending her, Tas confronts extremism and
danger beyond his everyday fears. It gradually emerges that
in some undisclosed way Tas is not ordinary either, but tal-
ented and handicapped. His blindness is disclosed in the
last paragraph, allowing readers to understand and relate
to him without stereotypical limitations that may have been
imposed by prior knowledge of his disability. The convinc-
ing plot, well-crafted atmosphere, and finely developed char-
acters and relationships ensure an enjoyable read. H. Gordon

USER LEVEL: Stage 3 Stage 4

AVAIL: Paper $11.95 SCIS 894776

FREEMAN, Pamela

Victor’s quest. [sound recording]

ABC, 1997

ISBN 0642178305

Victor, Prince of Serendipity (although not very smart),
proves his worth in this delightful story. Capably assisted
by his horse, Quince, Prince Victor experiences a great deal,
meets Valerian, and resolves some problems. The story has
a fairy tale like happy ending. The dramatisation is most
effective, true to the text and well paced. Sound effects and
music are carefully used throughout the narration to enhance
and extend the voices. Cast members, including Judy Dick
and Anna Steen, warmly present the adventures along the
way. The imaginative possibilities of Freeman’s story are
well suited to repackaging into this format. J. Buckley
USER LEVEL: Stage 2 Stage 3

KLA: English

SYLLABUS: English K-6

AVAIL: $16.95 SCIS 912047
FRENCH, Jackie

Tadpoles. [series]

Koala, 1997

Based on the author’s direct experience
and observation of native animals near
her home, the first titles in this new
series are simply and directly told.
Without inappropriate anthropomor-
phism or resentment of animals’ nat-
ural behaviour, each small story shows
pleasure and appreciation of the nature
of the animal subject, as well as a sen-
sitivity to the difference between wild
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animals living unmolested beside humans, and wild ani-
mals as pets. The design of the books is equally simple and
direct: the narrative is complemented by loosely boxed
chunks of information on facing pages, the whole illustrat-
ed by black and white drawings. The use of different illus-
trators (Bettina Guthridge and David Stanley) adds indi-
viduality to each title. W. Smith

USER LEVEL: Stage 2 Stage 3

KLA: English; ST

SYLLABUS: English K-6; Science & Technology K-6
AVAIL: Paper $7.95 each

EVAL: Highly recommended

Titles in this series:
There’s an echidna at the bottom of my garden

SCIS 913400
There’s a wallaby at the bottom of my garden

SCIS 913406
HAMLEY, Dennis
The ghosts who waited.
Scholastic, 1997 (Hippo ghost)
ISBN 0590193678

Set in post-industrial England, this short novel in which a
family moves to the country in search of a simpler, more
self-sufficient life, has implications and resonances for Aus-
tralian readers. The issues it raises: family disruption result-
ing from a parent’s redundancy; adoption; identity and fam-
ily relationships; and the seeming continuity of past events
into the present, are universal. Great cruelty and suffering in
the past are implied; reflected in Rosy’s temporary rejection
by her adoptive family. The conflict is resolved satisfactori-
ly, if too simply to be wholly convincing. An exciting ghost
story, it has particular appeal for girls, although adopted
children may be made anxious by some of its implications.
W. Smith

USER LEVEL: Stage 3

AVAIL: Paper $7.95 SCIS 911497

HARRIS, Christine
Slime time.

Hodder Children’s, 1997
ISBN 0733604870

Of appeal to horror enthusiasts who are jaded with Goose-
bumps, the author spins an intriguing tale of headstrong
Paige, during her time staying with relatives. Paige, who is
known to have been loose with the truth before, is the only
person to notice the sinister, black ooze which inhabits drains
in a camping site and her aunt’s house. The characters and
interrelationships are well constructed and the plot has
numerous unexpected twists. The solution to defeating the
carnivorous slime is clever. However, for a story set in Aus-
tralia, the tragic disappearance of a school’s pet hamster
stretches believability, as they are not legally kept here. I.
McLean

USER LEVEL: Stage 3 Stage 4

AVAIL: Paper $7.95 SCIS 906156

JENSEN, Jo

The Gyro kids.

Greater Glider, 1997

ISBN 0947304312

Mark, Jon and Rebecca Gyro have special powers, caused
by some strange machinery in the local rainforest. They work
out how to control their magic just in time to save the local
rainforest from being bulldozed to make way for a factory.
Fun prevails, and the unpleasant neighbours are overcome,

as Mark learns how to morph into other creatures, Jon jumps
high, and Rebecca spins. This is an appealing story with a
good balance of realism and improbability. Clear page
design, large type and illustrations by Margie Chellew add
to the work’s appeal for newly independent readers. J. Buck-
ley .

USER LEVEL: Stage 2 Stage 3

AVAIL: Paper $9.95 SCIS 913340

JINKS, Catherine

The secret of Hermitage Isle.

ABC Books, 1997 (The bone quest saga)

ISBN 0733305660

Catherine Jinks” obvious love for and interest in medieval
history, as displayed in her award winning novels, is reflect-
ed in this different style of picture book. Using a cartoon
format, Jinks relates the story of two monks and their servant
who set out on a quest to find the bones of St Ethelwine.
What results is a tale of mistakes and misadventures with
a variety of interesting characters encountered on the way.
The book is presumably the beginning of a series that will
relate the whole saga. The author’s own illustrations are
colourful and well drawn, but perhaps a little simplistic for
sophisticated young viewers of visual imagery. B. Spence
USER LEVEL: Stage 2 Stage 3

KLA: English

SYLLABUS: English K-6

AVAIL: Paper $14.95 SCIS 913240

KILLEEN, Gretel

My sister’s a yoyo.

Random House, 1997 (A Mark Macleod book)
ISBN 0091834791

Fast paced, almost breathlessly narrat-

ed, and funny, this short novel abounds

with absurd situations. Zeke’s sister

Eppie manages to be squashed to the size

of a strawberry, then hopelessly tangled

in the string of his yoyo. This is a situa-

tion full of comic possibilities as Zeke

gets through a day at school: he copes

with horrible teachers; gets stuck in the

garbage; and escapes from the nurse and

the school bully. [llustrations by Leigh

Hobbs exactly capture the life of the story and contribute
greatly to the fun. No chapter breaks are provided in the
continuous narrative. This is a very entertaining story, well
suited to young readers. J. Buckley

USER LEVEL: Stage 2 Stage 3

AVAIL: Paper $9.95 SCIS 916576

LINDSAY, Elizabeth

A dream come true.

Scholastic, 1997 (Hippo/Magic pony)
ISBN 0590194437

How do you keep a magic pony secret from your family?
Natty finds herself in trouble, time and time again, once she
discovers that dreams can come true. A poster of Ned, a
handsome chestnut pony, comes alive and the adventures
begin. The large font size and inclusion of short chapters are
ideal for reluctant readers, or for the transition from picture
books to chapter books. The simple illustrations, which
appear constantly throughout, help to break up the text. The
natural and everyday dialogue adds to the sense that all of
Natty’s pretending could in fact be reality. R. Murray
USER LEVEL: Stage 2

AVAIL: Paper $7.95 SCIS 915717
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LOVES, June

My guardian angel.

Angus & Robertson/HarperCollins, 1997 (Young
bluegum)

ISBN 0207191638

A serious and important message for

children lies at the heart of this little

story: bullying does not have to be tol-

erated, but can be stood up to, and, with

the right help from teachers and par-

ents, defeated. The setting of home and

school, family and friends, bullies and

teachers will be familiar to young read-

ers, and the idea of an off-beat guardian

angel responsible for a nine year old

boy will appeal. Curiously little emo-

tion is evident in the first person narra-

tive, and the characters are merely sketched, but the novel
offers opportunities for class discussion on child protection
issues, particularly if read aloud. W. Smith

USER LEVEL: Stage 2

MCcSKIMMING, Geoffrey

Cairo Jim and the quest for the Quetzal Queen: a
Mayan tale of marvels.

Hodder Children’s, 1997

ISBN 0733602932

Colourful and vividly-realised charac-

ters, exotic and romantic locations, a

plot which moves at breakneck speed to

an exciting, improbable and hilarious

climax, as well as wisecracks, puns and

wordplay identify this as another over-

the-top archaeological adventure for

Cairo Jim, Brenda the Wonder Camel

and Doris the macaw. They are engaged

in a race across time and space to pre-

vent their villainous arch-enemy Nep-

tune F. Bone from realising his dastard-

ly purpose. Young readers with an interest in history will
enjoy tracing the journey across Mexico, using the map pro-
vided, as well as investigating the sites and their cultures.
Familiarity with previous Cairo Jim adventures is useful,

KLA: PDHPE but not necessary. W. Smith

SYLLABUS: PDHPE K-6 USER LEVEL: Stage 3 Stage 4

AVAIL: Paper $9.95 SCIS 906133  AVAIL: Paper $9.95 SCIS 915427
LOWE, Pat & PIKE, Jimmy MASTERS, Anthony

Desert dog. The haunted lighthouse.

Magabala, 1997

ISBN 1875641351

An interesting true tale, this is set in the late 1940s and early
1950s in the Great Sandy Desert. Jimmy Pike has told his
story about Spinifex, a dingo pup who was part of his fam-
ily, to Pat Lowe, who has written the story. Spinifex could
have been killed and eaten, but after gentle persuasion from
Yinti she is kept. Mala trains Spinifex as a hunting dog. She
is an excellent hunter and friend, well respected and admired
by all. Spinifex heads off on a journey with Yinti and Lilil
to a station. Afraid of her new surroundings, Spinifex dis-
appears. Where does she go? Pike’s illustrations add to the
power and authenticity of the story. T. Rudd

USER LEVEL: Stage 3 Stage 4

KLA: English

SYLLABUS: English K-6

AVAIL: Paper $14.95 SCIS 918166
LURIE, Morris

Boy in a storm at sea.

Margaret Hamilton, 1997

ISBN 0947241949

The movement between real, imagined and dream worlds,
and lack of a strong linear storyline result in a blurring of
reality and fantasy in this short novel. Readers may won-
der whether Peter’s dramatic story of bringing the good ship
Esmeralda safely home through a raging storm actually hap-
pened, or was only imagined. Lurie’s writing style is unusu-
al, very close to poetry in its heavy use of rthythmic, repeti-
tive phrases, one line paragraphing and repeated rhetorical
questions, which are interrupted occasionally by a more con-
ventional prose passage. Initially effective, the pattern does
get wearisome and the young emergent reader who would
seem to be the target audience may find it difficult to remain
involved. B. Richardson

USER LEVEL: Stage 2 Stage 3
Paper $12.95

AVAIL: SCIS 918143

Macdonald, 1997 (Tremors/Storybooks)

ISBN 0750022124

Hauntingly illustrated in both colour and black and white by
Alan Marks, this bridging book is a mildly scary adventure
story for those students beginning to read independently.
Phillip and his father live in a non functioning lighthouse,
high above an eerie seal colony (within which, the local peo-
ple believe, dwell the spirits of drowned souls). During a
storm, a ghostly humanoid presence urges Phillip to help
him to light the beacon and thus save a ship from being
destroyed on the rocks below. For a book in simple language,
the tale is quite sophisticated, akin to The Twilight Zone. L.
McLean

USER LEVEL: Stage 2 Stage 3

AVAIL: $22.95 SCIS 915434

ORR, Wendy

Sally’s painting room.

Koala, 1997

ISBN 0864611102

Sally finds a wonderful, secret attic space in her busy house,
away from the annoyance of siblings. Here she creates her
own private studio where she can paint the pictures that
dance and sing in her head. This is another very perceptive
story from an author who evidences deep understanding of
family life and the special needs and behaviour of young
children. The text is told simply but eloquently, in well cho-
sen language suited to the targeted audience of early inde-
pendent readers. It is generously illustrated with Ilight heart-
ed line drawings by Janice Bowles which complement and
extend the text, adding considerably to the appeal of the
book. B. Richardson

USER LEVEL: Stage 1 Stage 2

AVAIL: Paper $7.95 SCIS 913402
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RODGERS, Frank

Gorilla granny.

Macdonald Young, 1997 (Storybooks)
ISBN 0750023570

A well constructed plot is the strength of this chapter book,
which belies the simplicity of the vocabulary and enhances
the book’s appeal for young independent readers. Rela-
tionships between animals and humans is the theme of this
story, in particular the exposure of animal cruelty, with
attempts at a solution being provided by a single, caring
child. The text wraps around the light hearted illustrations
(alternating between colour and black and white), which
relieve the seriousness of the theme. Humour is also well
used, especially when Suzie disguises an escaped gorilla
from the zoo in her grandmother’s clothes. This book lends
itself to being read aloud. S. Rasaiah
USER LEVEL: Stage 1 Stage 2
KLA: HSIE

SYLLABUS: HSIE K-6

AVAIL: Paper $10.95

EVAL: Highly recommended SCIS 911504

STEELE, Mary
Tenterhooks.
Hyland, 1997
ISBN 1864470151

Rarely has the subject of childbirth been so entertainingly
and deftly presented for young readers as in this short novel.
Auntie Lou and Uncle Harry look after Jasmine while her
mother is back in the city, having a baby. The masterly
description of the Australian countryside adds atmosphere
to Jaz’s heightened emotions. There is also a teasing cousin,
Jeff, to contend with, an outside toilet, and the big drought,
adding to her distress as she is unable to take a decent show-
er. Chapter headings (named for days of the week) help to
build suspense. Readers find themselves involved in a grip-
ping story about dangers and tensions that can make peo-
ple’s lives extraordinary. R. Murray

USER LEVEIL: Stage 3 Stage 4

AVAIL: Paper $9.95 SCIS 911905

STRONG, Jeremy

Aliens in school.

Macdonald Young, 1997 (Storybooks)
ISBN 0750023597

Life is very difficult indeed when your father is a wacky
inventor of useless devices, and your drum-playing moth-
er makes you wear a shabby, old Santa Claus costume to the
school fancy dress party. In fact, the only thing that could
possibly turn around poor Max’s embarrassing day would
be if he could do something heroic. Saving his school from
invading alien Gobbs (on the hunt for jelly and party food)
might just do it. David Mostyn’s colour and black and white
illustrations are bright and humorous, complementing the
wackiness of each amusing chapter. This bridging book is
ideal for students gaining confidence with independent read-

mary School. Her name definitely reflects her impact. Pirates
rein as she brings real changes in teaching style, and upsets
the established patterns of authority of Miss Earwigger, the
school’s deputy. Year 5 students even discover that school
and learning can be fun. Humorous illustrations accompa-
ny the text, and add depth to the reader’s ability to visu-
alise the characters and events. An entertaining, thought
provoking text, this will challenge the reader’s perceptions
about power and authority. J. Stratford

USER LEVEL: Stage 2 Stage 3

AVAIL: $19.95 SCIS 905625

URE, Jean

Whistle and I'll come.
Scholastic, 1997

ISBN 0590542966

Be prepared to cry and search your own soul when you read
this story about Beth, a border collie, and Sally, a young girl
with the ability to meet life head-on. The novel reveals how
most people protect themselves from the pain and emotion
surrounding death. This story strikes at the very core of all
emotion, human and animal. It explores why people and
animals act the way they do; and how many people avoid
emotional involvement. The way some animals are dis-
carded or treated badly, and the resulting anguish for those
left to deal with the unwanted creatures is also treated. R.
Bodlay

USER LEVEL: Stage 2 Stage 3 Stage 4

KLA: PDHPE

SYLLABUS: PDHPE K-6; PDHPE 7-10

AVAIL: Paper $10.95

EVAL: Highly recommended SCIS 911551

Fiction for older readers

Resources are arranged alphabetically by author. Some of
these items are also suitable for upper primary students.

ANG, Chin Geok

Wind and water.

Random House, 1997

ISBN 1863306358

Set in Singapore, this novel spans four generations of a Chi-
nese family. It is a saga of long-suffering women, each of
whom must cope with the family hongsui, or fate. This is
an important element in this chronicle of tragedy, migration
and blighted fortune. The story, narrated by three women
of the Ong family, provides an intimate insight into the
restricted lives of Chinese women in the turbulent years of
colonial rule, Japanese occupation and through to the pre-
sent. It offers the reader a chance to vicariously experience
the cultural, religious and traditional values of a Chinese
family. This is an excellent resource to support the English
topic area Crossing Boundaries, and multicultural education.
M. Brooks

USER LEVEL: Stage 5 Stage 6

ing. I. McLean KLA: English

USER LEVEL: Stage 2 Stage 3 SYLLABUS: 2U English

AVAIL: Paper $10.95 SCIS 915678  AVAIL: Paper $16.95 SCIS 919223
STRONG, Jeremy. ASTLEY, Thea

Pirate pandemonium. Collected stories.

Black, 1997 University of Queensland Press, 1997

ISBN 0713646055 ISBN 0702229512

Violet Pandemonium, a casual supply teacher, certainly
leaves her mark on the students and staff at Witts End Pri-

Astley here provides a selection of tales spanning thirty
years, which capture Queensland’s harsh and rich land-

scape. The early stories transport the
reader into lives and relationships span-
ning two decades from the 1960s; the
later stories build pictures of contem-
porary settings and society in the 1980s.
The work provides opportunities to
study, in context, language, environment
and social organisational change. Sto-
ries suitable for Stages 5-6 illustrating
social change are Coming of age, Ladies
only need apply, Getting there and Not quite
the same. Astley’s style is definitive in its witty exposition of
social hypocrisy. F. Plummer

USER LEVEL: Stage 5 Stage 6 Professional

KLA: English

SYLLABUS: 2U/3U English

AVAIL: Paper $17.95 SCIS 915300
BAILLIE, Allan

Wreck!

Penguin, 1997 (Puffin)

ISBN 014038796X

Narrative tension grips the reader from the beginning in this
thrilling adventure. Left alone, Reene and Ian face a devas-
tating cyclone. How will they survive? Terrifying experi-
ences continue when an abandoned freighter appears on the
beach. Will the storm ever end? Is there something else on
board in the dark reaches of the vessel? Despite their terror,
Reene and Ian each show individual bravery. Will they be
safe again? What realisations do they make about other fears
and family relations? Some annoying repetition of shipping
terminology in one section does not detract from the well
constructed plot, realistic characterisation and clever inter-
play of the protagonists. It’s a satisfyingly exciting read. C.
Foley

USER LEVEL: Stage 3 Stage 4 Stage 5

AVAIL: Paper $11.95
EVAL: Highly recommended SCIS 913384
CARMODY, Isobelle

Darkfall: book one of the legendsong.

Penguin Books Australia/Viking, 1997
(Legendsong v1)

ISBN 0670866482

A powerful fantasy, this has many chal-

lenges and visions. Carmody’s adeptness

in portraying the complexities of human

relations, power, social organisation, and

outcasts is highlighted. Issues such as sui-

cide, drugs, and treatment of those who

are different, are subtly probed and prod-

ded with skilful nuance of language, sym-

bol and imagery. The richly woven plot

involves complex ideas and links, as inter-

woven parallel stories of different worlds and perspectives.
Having passed through the Void to a strange world of ama-
zons, soulweavers, windwalkers, conflict and intrigue,
Ember and Glynn are separated. Will they find each other?
What adventures and life and death threats befall them?
This book holds the reader firmly in its spell and appeals to
all that is deeply human. C. Foley

USER LEVEL: Stage 6

AVAIL: Paper $24.95

EVAL: Highly recommended SCIS 915722

Crew’s 13 classic tales of the macabre and
fantastic.

/ compiled by Gary Crew. ABC Books, 1977
ISBN (733305644
A contemporary author acclaimed for his own contribution
to the macabre has selected thirteen grim tales for this pub-
lication. It is a fascinating collection that includes classic sto-
ries from such notable writers as: Edgar Allen Poe; Eliza-
beth Gaskell; H. G. Wells; Guy de Maupassant; and W. W.
Jacobs. Their spine-chilling narratives focus on the darker
side of human nature. Ominous black and white illustra-
tions enhance the sense of foreboding cultivated by the text.
Such eerie tales of mystery and horror offer an excellent
introduction to some of the more skilful authors of this
thrilling and imaginative genre. C. Sly

USER LEVEL: Stage 4 Stage 5

AVAIL: Paper $14.95 SCIS 913235

D’AGUIAR, Fred

Feeding the ghosts.

Chatto & Windus, 1997

ISBN 0701166681

The brutal action of the captain of a slave trader, in dispos-
ing of over a hundred sick African slaves by throwing them
overboard, is challenged when one of the victims succeeds
in climbing back onto the ship. Through the ensuing events,
the author offers different readings of the nature of justice
and forms of exploitation, and questions our uncritical accep-
tance of the historical record. These are issues highly rele-
vant to our times, and the writing illuminates them. But the
prose is dense, and the imagery can be obscure and over
extended. This powerful novel will reward the confident
reader. J. Nisbet

USER LEVEL: Stage 6

KLA: HSIE

AVAIL: $29.95 SCIS 917569

EDWARDS, Hazel & ALEXANDER, Goldie
E-mail murder mystery.

Addison Wesley Longman Australia, 1997

ISBN 0733901026

By the time readers have delved only

ten pages into this snappy little novel,

they are hooked. Ben is a long term

hospital patient. In emotional flash-

backs, we realise that: he has suspected

brain damage; his elder, gregarious

brother was killed a car accident; and

his father blames Ben for Jamie’s death.

The darker plot elements are buoyed

by cheery characters, such as the hos-

pital staff and Ben’s quirky teenage sis-

ter, Zoe. She introduces him to email,

and the Internet, in an effort to get him exercising his injured
brain. Chapters concerning Ben’s attempts to write narra-
tives and create believable fictional characters, would pro-

vide numerous motivational examples for classroom use. L.
McLean

USER LEVEL: Stage 4 Stage 5

KLA: English

SYLLABUS: English 7-10

AVAIL: Paper $ 9.95

EVAL: Highly recommended SCIS 917684
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FRENCH, Jackie

Soldier on the hill.

Angus & Robertson/HarperCollins, 1997 (Bluegum)
ISBN 0207196370

Using a combination of narrative and his-

torical newspaper reports, the author

weaves an exciting tale of life in country

Australia during World War II. After

falling down an abandoned mine shaft,

Joey is rescued by a Japanese man, a sol-

dier. Nobody believes him, so Joey

decides he must find the soldier himself.

The use of actual newspaper extracts at

the beginning of each chapter gives the

reader an accurate picture of life at that

time. This is a good historical novel, with a number of well-
drawn characters and interesting sub-plots. B. Spence

USER LEVEL: Stage 3 Stage 4

KLA: English

SYLLABUS: English K-6; English 7-10

AVAIL: Paper $12.95 SCIS 906602
HATHORN, Libby

Chrysalis.

Mammoth, 1997

ISBN 1863307796

In this sequel to Thunderwith, some years have lapsed and we
find Lara in another compelling struggle, coming to terms
with herself and those around her. Generally the story moves
at a thoughtful pace, though there is also some tense action.
What troubles Marnie? Why is she so secretive about her
family? Life is more settled now for Lara, but significant
issues remain to be resolved. Friendship, love, first
boyfriend, family relations, personal and sibling aspirations
are skilfully and movingly interwoven. The symbolism of
the chrysalis is pertinent to more than one character: each
carefully and sensitively drawn, unravelling subtly, with
some suspense along the way. It is also relevant to child pro-
tection, in role modelling seeking the help of supportive
adults. C. Foley

USER LEVEL: Stage 4 Stage 5 Stage 6

KLA: PDHPE

SYLLABUS: PDHPE 7-10

AVAIL: Paper $12.95 SCIS 917539
HENDRY, Frances Mary

Atlantis.

Oxford University Press, 1997

ISBN 01972717510

Atlantis is a model society; self sufficient and structured.
The gods are kind and the people thrive until a giant crash-
es into this perfect world. Havoc reigns as the community is
instantly polarised between those accepting his ideas and
abilities, and those who find him abhorrent. While the plot
races to a tumultuous conclusion, there is still time for a
delightful relationship to develop between the main char-
acters, and for a skilful analysis of human nature. This book
has action, romance, fantasy and an exceptionally clever
insight into our reaction to people different to ourselves. It
is a terrific read, but also a wonderful jumping off point for
discussions on tolerance and racism. L. Monticone

USER LEVEL: Stage 3 Stage 4 Stage 5

AVAIL: Paper $13.95 SCIS 914272

Internet site reviewers, especially primary, urgently needed
Contact Colleen Foley oIIeen@ozemall .com.au :

Influence: Australian voices.
/edited by P. Skrzynecki. Anchor, 1997
ISBN 086824709X

The editor has gone one better than his earlier anthology of
multicultural writing, Joseph’s coat, this time providing a
greater representation of writers with Asian backgrounds.
Writers have been chosen from a variety of: ethnicity; expe-
rience as authors; and responses to the focus theme, influ-
ence. This blend builds a coherent sense of the universality
of Australian writing because the topic allows all contribu-
tors to explore dramatically the nature of influence in the
act of discovery of self, of others, and of the future. This is an
excellent resource for topic area and contemporary issues
study in 2U General and 2U Contemporary English. W.
Bowie

USER LEVEL: Stage 5 Stage 6
KLA: English; HSIE

SYLLABUS: English 7-10;
2U Contemporary English;
2U General English
AVAIL: Paper $18.95
EVAL: Highly recommended SCIS 915728
JOLLEY, Elizabeth

Fellow passengers: collected stories.
Penguin, 1997
ISBN 0140270809

The editor of this collection, Barbara Milech, aims to reflect
Jolley’s growth as a writer through her stories. There are
three chronological sections, each introduced by quotes from
Jolley on the subject of writing, and each being a mix of well-
known and previously unpublished work. Milech’s intro-
duction provides biographical information and an analysis
of Jolley’s work. The later stories, being more convention-
ally structured, would be accessible to senior students. Jol-
ley examines the worlds inside people’s heads, rich and sur-
prising, yet unseen and unguessed by the outside world.
She is a masterful writer, always compassionate, but con-
stantly varied in her themes and ways of telling. M. Lobban
USER LEVEL: Stage 6 Professional

KLA: English

AVAIL: Paper $16.95 SCIS 915714

KLEMM, Barry

The tenth hero.

Addison Wesley Longman, 1997
ISBN 0733901999

The reader’s interest is grabbed in the first chapter of this
tale of a boy’s adventure, and is held right to the end. After
Lee’s parents separate, he is left by his father in a boarding
school in England, but his mother is in Melbourne and des-
perately needs him. Lee runs away from school and, with
the help of a variety of interesting characters, undertakes a
journey halfway around the world to reach his mother.
Although some of the minor characters are stereotypically
portrayed, the main characters are well developed. This is an
exciting tale that should particularly hold the attention of
teenage boys. B. Spence

USER LEVEL: Stage 3 Stage 4 Stage 5
KLA: English

SYLLABUS: English K-6; English 7-10
AVAIL: Paper $9.95

5CIS 917724

i

KROLL, Jeri

Better than blue.

Addison Wesley Longman, 1997 (Rave)

ISBN 0733900828

A variation on the pony club genre, this story chronicles the
developing passion of a New York teenager who is trans-
planted to Adelaide and discovers riding. Adjustment is
made more difficult for Felice with the discovery of her
dyslexia, and she struggles to fit in, keep up, and maintain
contact with Nancy, her closest friend in New York. Appeal-
ing to horse lovers, the book reflects upon the difficulties
encountered with language, custom and lifestyle by Amer-
icans living in Australia. Major characters are depicted
strongly, language flows easily, and the threads of the story
all come together most satisfactorily. J. Watts

USER LEVEL: Stage 3 Stage 4

AVAIL: Paper $9.95 SCIS 917720

MACKAY, Hugh

Houseguest.

Picador, 1997

ISBN 0330360000

In this novel we dive in at the deep end of the emotional
breakdown of Alice and emerge, wonderfully enlightened
about the regenerative process in all its psychological detail.
Written in diary form, the events cover a weekend in the life
of Alice. Itis, on one level, an abduction thriller. On succes-
sively revealed levels it is also a wondrously crafted essay on
human frailty and hidden strengths. For accomplished read-
ers, it is a worthwhile extended reading to accompany such
books as So much to tell you, Letters from the inside or even
Henry and Voula. W. Bowie

USER LEVEL: Stage 5 Stage 6

KLA: English

SYLLABUS: English 7-10

AVAIL: Paper $16.95

EVAL: Highly recommended SCIS 911870

MCcQUEEN, James

Night of the crocodile.

Addison Wesley Longman, 1997 (Rave)

ISBN 0733900364

The menace which permeates this story is as oppressive as
the heat on Thursday Island, where it is set. Tom and Aman-
da travel with their mother to Thursday Island, to stay with
the old army buddy of their recently dead father. But Harry
has his own sorrow to cope with, the taking of his wife by a
crocodile, and he has become obsessed with hunting and
killing crocodiles. On a fishing expedition to another island,

© sorcery and revenge culminate in a night of terror which

has a tragic outcome. A touch of romance, attractive format
and focussed writing contribute to a high interest short
novel, which would also be appropriate for reluctant read-
ers. M. Lobban

USER LEVEL: Stage 3 Stage 4 Stage 5

AVAIL: Paper $9.95 SCIS 917900
MCVEITY, Jen
You choose.

Angus & Robertson/HarperCollins, 1998 (Bluegum)
ISBN 0207191883

At just one hundred pages, this novel will appeal to reluctant
readers, and its themes should provide good material for
class discussions. Rachel is progressing to high school, her
best friend is moving to Sydney, and her great grandmoth-
er must leave her home and go into a hostel. The cleverly

woven links between such endings and
beginnings give depth to what otherwise
might seem a superficial treatment of these
issues. If the conclusion appears overly
optimistic, it is balanced by the picture of
Rachel’s growth as she struggles to deal
with the complexities of friendship and
the unpredictability of age. J. Nisbet

USER LEVEL: Stage 3 Stage 4

AVAIL: Paper $9.95 SCIS 923940

MARSDEN, John

Burning for revenge.

Macmillan, 1997 (Tomorrow, when the war began
v5)

ISBN 0732908973

The action adventure continues in this compelling fifth vol-
ume. Tension and drama are successfully sustained. How
much longer can our heroes survive? What further dilemmas
do they face? Can they still fight back? Could Lee possibly
betray them? Has the war destroyed Kevin? What other
impacts does war have? Interesting developments in plot,
characters, and their personal issues highlight the ongoing
costs and struggles associated with war, and provide much
social comment and many discussion starters. Exploration of
a range of issues such as individual courage, facing adver-
sity, friendship, relationships, love, and sex could be encour-
aged after reading this powerful work. C. Foley

USER LEVEL: Stage 5 Stage 6

AVAIL: $22.95 SCIS 915355

MORRIS, Dave

The sword of life.

Hodder Children’s, 1997 (The chronicles of the
Magi)

ISBN 0340672986

A prophetic card reading, and a dying

man’s request, leads a young warrior

monk, Altor, to undertake a dangerous

quest. In order to return the gem stone

from the pommel of the sword of life, and

thus defeat the powers of the Magi, he

must survive many endurance tests in

the battlepits. This first tale in a trilogy

is action-packed and true to the bizarre

characters, and terrifying ordeals, of the

fantasy genre. Simply written, with a fast

moving narrative and graphic descriptions, it is sure to cap-
ture the imagination of young readers. C. Sly

USER LEVEL: Stage 3 Stage 4

AVAIL: Paper $9.95 SCIS 909100
Titles in this series include:

The kingdom of dreams SCIS 909102
The city of stars SCIS 909105

Penguin readers. [series]

Penguin, London, 1996

The aim of this extensive series is to reproduce well-known
literary texts for students who are experiencing difficulties
with reading. The novels have been retold in six levels of
difficulty. Level 1 texts contain 300 words and level 6 texts
have 3000 words, with the grammar increasing in complex-
ity at each level. The titles chosen include many classics, as
well as many contemporary works. This presents some
potential problems, if teachers use these texts as alternatives
to the originals for their reluctant or non-achieving students.
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The condensed plots make many of the novels almost non-
sensical and the controlled vocabulary and grammar make
language study difficult. Teachers could well use their dis-
cretion in selecting these texts for parallel literature study,
and only select those titles which will be motivating for their
students. P. Hutton

USER LEVEL: Stage 2 Stage 3 Stage 4 Stage 5 Stage 6
KLA: English
AVAIL: $5.95 each

Examples of titles in this series are:
Dracula '

The sheep-pig

Flour babies

The turn of the screw
Wuthering Heights

SCIS 898112
SCIS 906983
SCIS 898142
SCIS 898110
SCIS 898114

REES, Celia

Midnight hour.

Macmillan Children’s, 1997

ISBN 0330344293

Although this looks like a stereotypical horror title, it is actu-
ally a plausible and scary young adult detective story. Blair
Paige is a celebrated teenage actress, and when she returns
home from Hollywood to England she is harassed by an
unknown stalker. She engages a young female detective to
protect her and try to track down the stalker. The author
employs many conventions of the genre: complicating sub-
plots; ambiguous characters; unsettling glimpses into the
mind of the villain; and a final tense race against the clock to
prevent Blair’s murder. An absorbing read, this is also an
excellent bridge into the work of adult writers such as Marele
Day. M. Lobban

USER LEVEL: Stage 4 Stage 5

AVAIL: Paper $9.95 SCIS 909316

ROBERTSON, Deborah
Proudflesh.

Fremantle Arts Centre Press, 1997
ISBN 1863682058

A collection of short stories that entraps
the reader from the first story, through to
the last, is a rare commodity. Deborah
Robertson’s short stories do this. Some
are amusing, moving, full of sorrow or
surprise; or a combination of these. How-
ever, they all share one thing in common:
immaculately structured writing, that
reflects the human experience in many of
its manifestations. For example, readers
will be moved by The Crossing, a tightly written story of only
seven pages in length. B. Spence

USER LEVEL: Stage 5 Stage 6

KLA: English

SYLLABUS: English 7-10; 2U English
AVAIL: Paper $16.95

EVAL: Highly recommended SCIS 917881

SALIBA, Sue

Watching seagulls.

Addison Wesley Longman, 1997

ISBN 0733900399

A desperately sad story with an occasionally sinister atmos-
phere, this novel tells a tale of tormented childhood and
adolescence, with a truly tragic young character for whom
you feel aching sympathy. The story of Leamy and her fam-
ily is told with great sensitivity, restraint and a fine obser-

vation of their plight, its tragedy managing to retain digni-
ty even at its most squalid. The narrative strives to be poet-
ic, with lots of disjointed statements that are not proper sen-
tences. This becomes an irritating device when it's overused,
but the compelling power of the plot transcends its telling.
J. Donovan

USER LEVEL: Stage 4 Stage 5
KLA: English

AVAIL: Paper $9.95 SCIS 913160

SCHEMBRI, Jim
In it up to here!
Addison Wesley Longman, 1997 (Rave)
ISBN 0733900372

Alex and Nigel are best friends, fourteen year old larrikins,
always testing the limits of their parents’ tolerance. When
Alex wangles a week at home alone with a fake sprained
ankle, the stage is set for a breathless set of adult free, boy’s
own adventures. They are ripped off by a crooked cop, wit-
ness a murder, uncover a plot to discredit Alex’s mother’s
career in local politics, and finally construct a satisfactory
moral blackmail which will ensure that her environmental
concerns prevail. The style is pacy and funny, and while the
plot strains credulity by the end, it is consistent and neatly
resolved. M. Lobban

USER LEVEL: Stage 3 Stage 4 Stage 5

AVAIL: Paper $9.95 SCIS 913170

STUBBS, Roy

The Buddha head.
Scholastic, 1997 (ID-AD)
ISBN 1863887431

Students who pick up this book will recognise at once that
they are in the familiar territory of intrepid boy detectives.
In this case the locale is Bangkok, and there is a genuine
attempt to set the action within the context of Thai customs
and culture, which adds interest and a multicultural per-
spective to the narrative. Solving the mystery of the Bud-
dha head inevitably brings the boys into danger, and
although their eventual success is never in doubt, there are
some tense and even humorous moments along the way.
This book stays well within the conventions of the genre,
while providing entertaining and undemanding fare which
would suit reluctant readers. J. Nisbet

USER LEVEL: Stage 3 Stage 4

AVAIL: Paper $7.95 SCIS 912050

THOMPSON, Peter

Winter with Susan.

Addison Wesley Longman, 1997 (Rave)
ISBN 0733900801

Melbourne schoolgirls, Jeni and Lin, idolise their friend
Susan and persuade her to enter a magazine model contest,
which has disastrous results. The novel explores their
intense, exclusive friendship, and chronicles its joys and its
despair. As well as friendship, the novel deals with subjects
of great interest to teenagers: fashion models; problems with
parents; and peer group pressure. Although the characteri-
sation is rather superficial, the novelist has captured the
idiom and concerns of young people. This would also be
useful to recommend to reluctant readers, because while the
plot is fast paced the language and length of the novel are
not demanding. M. Brooks

USER LEVEL: Stage 3 Stage 4

AVAIL: Paper $9.95 SCIS 913165

TUCKER, Mary

A life of my own.
Hodder Children’s, 1997
ISBN 0733604579

Nobody, it seems to Charlotte, really cares about her. Just
before her fifteenth birthday her mother left to establish a
new life with a male friend. Her father’s new partner is mov-
ing in, and her older sister is too preoccupied with her
boyfriend to be of much company or comfort. This story of
a teenager’s disconnection from family and familiar lifestyle
and her struggle to become reconnected, to establish her
own identity, is relevant and meaningful for many teens.
They will find this an honest, but hopeful, short novel with
credible characters and an eventful, fast paced storyline. B.
Richardson

USER LEVEL: Stage 4 Stage 5

KLA: PDHPE

SYLLABUS: PDHPE 7-10

AVAIL: Paper $11.95 SCIS 914250
WINTON, Tim

Blueback.

Pan Macmillian, 1997

ISBN 0330360388

More than a story about a boy and a fish, this a story of life
long loves: love for a fish; love for the sea; love for one’s
mother; love for a special place in the world; love of nature;
and in conclusion love for a wife and a new child. Yetitisa
story which will strongly appeal to boys. Young Abel, who
lives near the sea and is passionate about diving, is a strong,
sensitive character. It is a perceptive portrayal of young man
growing, moving and facing the adventures and challenges
of life. L. Bowring

USER LEVEL: Stage 3 Stage 4
AVAIL: Paper $12.95

EVAL: Highly recommended SCIS 918116

ZURBO, Matt
Idiot pride.
Penguin, 1997
ISBN 0140383344

A series of bleak vignettes recounted as a first-person nar-
rative, this is a powerful text with a lingering impact.
Described in frank, expletive-ridden language, the exposition
of pastimes of poor, migrant teenagers in inner city Mel-
bourne will not be to the taste of some. It reveals very casu-
al attitudes to sex, drugs, violence, and life. It is also witty,
stylistically original, and often moving in its racy depiction
of the minor tragedies of these textured characters. Themes
range from alienation and rebellion, to identity and the
nature of passion. This is a worthwhile read, but likely to
be too confronting to be a choice for a class text. ]. Donovan

USER LEVEL: Stage 6
AVAIL: Paper $11.95
KLA: English; PDHPE

Information, poetry and drama

SCIS 899205

Resources are in Dewey order. The category KLA is
intended to provide a guide as to which Key Learning
Area the resource supports. These, and the USER
LEVEL, should only be used as a guide, as many
resources transcend age and subject barriers.

The following symbols indicate the Key Learning Areas
used by the NSW Board of Studies:

CA Creative Arts (primary & secondary);
English English (primary & secondary);

HSIE Human Society & its Environment;
LOTE Languages other than English;

Mathematics Mathematics (primary & secondary);
PDHPE Personal Development/Health/Physical

Education;
Science Science (secondary);
ST Science & Technology (primary);
TAS Technology & Applied Studies (secondary);
and
VOCED Vocational Education.

The Internet: how to get connected and explore
the World Wide Web, exchange news.

Dorling Kindersley, 1996

ISBN 0751304255 [004.61]

Visual colour representations of screens encountered, and
concise explanations of the processes involved in using the
Internet render this text user friendly and a good reference
tool. Sections on the World Wide Web, downloading files or
accessing newsgroups, for example, are given in small
sequential information packages that can be easily used inde-
pendently of other sections of the text. Diagrams are clear-
ly labelled and the appendices include a glossary and handy
information for the novice or more seasoned surfer. Discus-
sion on choosing the right tool or search engine for a search
is well examined, and operators necessary for completing
advanced searches are also a feature. E. Maxwell

USER LEVEL: Stage 4 Stage 5 Stage 6 Professional

KLA: English; HSIE; Science; TAS
SYLLABUS: Computing studies 7-10
AVAIL: Paper $19.95 SCIS 914589

Encarta 98 encyclopedia [computer software]
Deluxe edition. Microsoft, 1997

ISBN 1572317515 [030]
The standard Encarta 98 encyclopedia is designed for users
who wish to seek specific information. This deluxe edition
caters for those who wish to browse. Both versions include
access to related articles, yearbook updates and Web links
(where users may seek online related sites, monthly updates
to Web sites and the yearbook articles). Exploration time is
required to verify curriculum relevance of these. The two
CD-ROM deluxe package includes, additional to the basic
version, interactive virtual tours of ten destinations with
interesting panoramas, associated articles and video clips
to enhance the text of the location, and multimedia collages
on specific topics. InterActivities involves users in solving
problems. A Research Organizer allows users to take notes,
copy and paste selected texts and images (recording cita-
tions at the same time) that enhance search strategies, and,
for some, are easier than copying to a clipboard. Working
across two CD-ROMs was at times frustrating, but worth
the effort. E. Maxwell

Minimum requirements

Windows 95/Windows NT version 4.0: 486DX; 8MB RAM
(16MB RAM for Windows NT); 50MHz; 30MB hard disk;
256 colours; local bus video with IMB VRAM

USER LEVEL: Stage 3 Stage 4 Stage 5 Stage 6

KLA: CA; English; HSIE; LOTE;
Mathematics; PDHPE; Science; TAS
AVAIL: $119.00 Microsoft ($30 Rebate for previ-

ous Encarta purchasers)  SCIS 915483
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BALLARD, Carol

How our bodies work. [series]

Wayland, 1997

Although designed for younger stu-

dents, this series provides an infor-

mative coverage of the senses and

other areas of the human body. Each

topic is overviewed and presented

in the light of everyday experiences.

The health difficulties which some

people experience are highlighted,

and prevention and alternative med-

icine are introduced where appro-

priate. Large, clearly labelled pho-

tographs, drawings and diagrams contribute to the clarity of
the text. Practical, simple activities, which assist under-
standing of the concepts developed, are included. The con-
versational text is appropriate for newly competent read-
ers. A surprising amount of information is presented in a
deceptively simple style. J. Anderson

USER LEVEL: Stage 1 Stage 2 Stage 3

KLA: English; PDHPE
SYLLABUS: English K-6; PDHPE K-6
AVAIL: $26.95 each

Titles in this series include:
How do we taste and smell?
How do we feel and touch?

SCIS 916047
SCIS 916065

MAXWELL-STUART, P. G.

Chronicle of the Popes: the reign-by-reign record

of the papacy from St Peter to the present.

Thames & Hudson, 1997

ISBN 0500017980 [262]

Although a scholarly work, this accessible text with frequent

illustrations is a fascinating introduction to an ancient and

enduring institution. The changing role of the papacy as

both a secular and a religious power is examined from its

inception. The chronology is broken into five sections, each

of which sets the papacy in historical perspective and exam-

ines the popes of the period one by one. Timelines, diagrams,

reproductions of art works and geo-political maps amplify

and illustrate the lucid text. It is an excellent reference for

. modern history and studies of religion. M. Lobban

USER LEVEL: Stage 5 Stage 6

AVAIL: $49.95

KLA: HSIE

SYLLABUS: History 7-10; 2U Modern History;
Studies of Religion 7-10;

2U Studies of Religion
EVAL: Highly recommended SCIS 918267
MARSDEN, John

Prayer for the twenty-first century.
Lothian, 1997
ISBN 0850918146 [291.4]

John Marsden reflects the thoughts and hopes of many when
he prays for peace, freedom, mutual understanding, safety,
and the protection and conservation of our natural world.
His prayer is carried in rhyming verse which occasionally
seems forced and contrived. However, it is difficult to be too
critical of a picture book that carries such noble, heartfelt
and important sentiments, particularly when it is so well
packaged and so stunningly illustrated with works from
ArtExpress and art by other young Australians. This is a
book best shared for appreciation. It has potential for raising
consciousness and provoking thought and discussion on

very important issues: world; local and personal.
B. Richardson

USER LEVEL: Stage 3 Stage 4 Stage 5 Stage 6

KLA: HSIE; PDHPE; CA

SYLLABUS: HSIE K-6; PDHPE K-6; 2U/3U Visual
Arts

AVAIL: $19.95 SCIS 914252

TREZISE, Percy

Land of the Magpie Goose people.

Angus & Robertson/HarperCollins, 1997 (Journey
of the great lake; 3)

ISBN 0207190631 [298]

The third in an excellent series,

this is a magnificent retelling of

a Dreaming story. Trezise has

brought to life the journey of

three children, Jadianta, Lande

and Jalmor from the Kadimakara

people. From the friendly Dingo

People, their adventure takes

them through uncertainty in the

Land of the Magpie Goose People. The children must fol-
low the Dream Road around a vast area of water created by
the Anta Moola sisters to find their way home. The book is
beautifully illustrated, with the illustrations telling Dream-
ing story without the text. Included is a map of the chil-
dren’s journey and a glossary. T. Rudd

USER LEVEL: Stage 1 Stage 2 Stage 3
KLA: CPA; English; HSIE
SYLLABUS: English K-6; HSIE K-6; Visual Arts K-6

AVAIL: $19.95 SCIS 911033
FRENCH, Fiona

Lord of the animals: a native American creation
myth.

Lincoln, 1997

ISBN 0711211078 [299]

The animals, as storytellers, expose their strengths and weak-
nesses, much as humans do, in this retelling of a creation
myth from the Miwok Indians. This tale is one of the last
surviving vestiges of an elaborate culture that once existed
in the area now known as California. The text in the book
seems to play a much smaller part than the powerful, dec-
orative illustrations. The bold patterning (suggesting North
American weaving designs) is used to portray the physical
characteristics of the animals: coyote; bear and mountain
lion. The text is clear and simple, but it is the illustrations
that will excite the reader. K. Ashley

USER LEVEL: Stage 1 Stage 2 Stage 3

KLA: CA; English

SYLLABUS: English K-6; Visual Arts K-6

AVAIL: $19.95 Peribo SCIS 909475

STEWART, Colin

Media: new ways and meanings.

Jacaranda Wiley, 1997

ISBN 0701633255 [302.23]
A large book crammed with texts, graphics and pho-
tographs, reflecting the quantity and diversity of contem-
porary media, this work is impressively broad-ranging and
challenging. The text examines traditional print and elec-
tronic media, and computer based media (there is a com-
prehensive section on the genre and context of computer
games, for example), and includes a range of written and
practical activities and assignments. Aimed at English and
media students, and aware of the requirements of the vari-
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ous media courses in all states, the text deals with media
language, theory and practice, and is designed to develop
skills of analysis and critical literacy in students. J. Dono-
van

USER LEVEL: Stage 4 Stage 5 Stage 6

KLA: English

SYLLABUS: English 7-10; 2U English

AVAIL: Paper $39.95

EVAL: Highly recommended SCIS 906750

FRAME, Jennifer & ROSENBLATT, Jay

Period piece. [videorecording]

Ronin, 1996 (30 min.)

ISBN none [305.23]

Personal accounts from women about menstruation make
this a powerful resource, creatively edited to reflect gener-
ational differences. The women reflect upon first menstrua-
tion, myths and fallacies about menstruating, parental
responses, and using pads and tampons. Some quaint black
and white historical footage is used effectively to highlight
these personal experiences. The accompanying teaching
material is excellent. It provides opportunities for focussed
discussion. The video is most appropriate for senior girls.
A certain prudery and negativity regarding some aspects of
these women’s experiences comes through the reflections,
nevertheless this is a bold and remarkable work. Consider-
ation could be given to having a girls only viewing and dis-
cussion session, as this is a highly personal, reflective and
contemplative piece. K. Gardner

USER LEVEL: Stage 5 Stage 6

KLA: PDHPE

SYLLABUS: 2U PDHPE

AVAIL: $60.00 Ronin Films SCIS 906741
MCKAY, Fiona

War-torn: ordinary lives behind the battle zone.
Allen & Unwin, 1997 (True stories)
ISBN 1864483792 [305.9]

War, its social aspects, and its victims, are explored in these
moving, but simply presented stories of ordinary people.
Included are: a Dutch resistance fighter from World War
Two; a ballet dancer involved in the Cambodian conflict;
and Serbian refugees in Australia. The short chapters pro-
vide: background information about each conflict (War
notes); in-text glossaries (Weapon notes); tables; and Did
you know facts. Hence, a clear and factual context is given
for each personal story. The stories, about people, their feel-
ings, fears and hopes, encourage empathic responses. It is
a useful resource for teachers of junior history, 2 Unit Con-
temporary English and 2 Unit General Studies. B. Hull
USER LEVEL: Stage 4 Stage 5 Stage 6
KLA: English; HSIE
SYLLABUS: 2U Contemporary English;

2U General Studies; History 7-10
AVAIL: Paper $9.95 SCIS 905282

CHIARELLI, Brunetto

The people atlas: peoples and cultures around
the world.

Macdonald Young, 1997

ISBN 0750022167 [306]
Much effort has been invested in the visual impact of this
atlas. The most fascinating aspects of the cultures of the
world’s regions are depicted in a collage format of coloured
illustrations and brief annotations that provide an overall
image of each group. Whilst there is not a lot of depth to the
information, regional costumes, religions, architecture,

lifestyles and history are featured in the
various accounts. There are also individ-
ual pages devoted to global perspectives
on: language and writing; religions; food
and culture; art; dance and song; which
make this an interesting source for leisure
reading or generalist information. E.

Maxwell
USER LEVEL: Stage 3 Stage 4 Stage 5
KLA: CA; HSIE
SYLLABUS: Geography 7-10; HSIE K-6;
Visual Arts K-6
AVAIL: $29.95 SCIS 908277

The computer age.
Spinney, 1997 (Issues for the nineties)
ISBN 1875682945 [306.4]

Articles in this book, covering topics on personal computer
use in Australia, telecommuting and young people and the
Internet, are well selected and produce a disparity in opin-
ion and presentation that encourage lively debate. Once
again this Issues for the nineties series has provided access to
an excellent range of sources and issues, such as the domi-
nation of computers in our lifestyles and classrooms, tech-
nological development in Australia, our national propensi-
ty to grasp new technologies with a fervour and the conflict
between benefits and drawbacks of our computer-based
society. Cartoons help to reinforce the issues and provide
additional material for students to analyse. E. Maxwell

USER LEVEL: Stage 4 Stage 5 Stage 6

KLA: English; HSIE; TAS

SYLLABUS: English 7-10; Computing studies 7-10;
2U General studies

AVAIL: Paper $14.50 each SCIS 915052

Also in this series:

Smoking SCIS 914978

STANFIELD, Jeff

See for yourself. [series]

Wayland, 1997

Coloured photographs and bold head-

ings create a strong visual impact in this

excellent series dealing with urban life.

Factual statements accompanying the

images of transport, homes and other

familiar themes, are followed by ques-

tions designed to stimulate the reader to

seek further information. Bloom’s Tax-

onomy forms the basis for the detective ,

style activities, and all of the components needed to teach
information skills to young students are contained in each
book. The contents pages, indexes, and further reading lists
are appropriate for the audience. Cross curricula links make
this an economical resource for school libraries. This series
has much to offer Australian children. S. Rasaiah

USER LEVEL: Stage 1 Stage 2 Stage 3

KLA: HSIE

SYLLABUS: HSIEK-6

AVAIL: $26.95 each

EVAL: Highly recommended

Titles in this series are:

Homes SCIS 903732
School SCIS 907754
Shops SCIS 907753
The street SCIS 903733
Transport SCIS 907751
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BIESTY, Stephen
Stephen Biesty’s incredible everything.
Viking, 1997 (A Dorling Kindersley book)
ISBN 0670871222 [338]
Fans of Biesty’s other extraordinarily detailed works of anno-
tated drawings will not be disappointed in this boldly titled
exploration of how a myriad of things are made. Chocolate
bars, soap, Formula 1 racing cars, a daily newspaper, drink-
ing water, and the space shuttle are among the 37 objects
and processes painstakingly illustrated and explained, with
explanations often enlivened by humorous asides. Although
at times necessarily simplified and generalised, it could
prove useful for some Science for Life investigations. This
is an idiosyncratic collection of a wide variety of technolo-
gies, and besides its curriculum applications in technology
studies, it is an irresistible book for browsing and dipping
into. M. Lobban
USER LEVEL: Stage 2 Stage 3 Stage 4 Stage 5
KLA: Science; ST; TAS
SYLLABUS: Design & Technology 7-10;

Science & Technology K-6; Science 7-10
AVAIL: $29.95 SCIS 914979

Your body your baby: women'’s legal rights from
conception to birth.

Redfern Legal Centre, 1996

ISBN 0947205314 [346.9401]
Here is important information about women’s legal rights
during pregnancy and childbirth. This text is intelligent with-
out being difficult to access: there is practical information,
provided complete with a history of any given issue and a
description of the associated legal precedents. For the legal
studies classroom this is an invaluable text. It is conscien-
tious about being up to date, provides comparisons of leg-
islation between states and internationally, includes legal
precedents and case studies for exemplification, and con-
cludes with a list of further contacts. This is a comprehensive
and accessible work for the classroom and the community.
J. Donovan

USER LEVEL: Stage 6 Professional Community

KLA: HSIE; PDHPE

SYLLABUS: 2U Legal Studies; 2U PDHPE

AVAIL: Paper $24.95

EVAL: Highly recommended SCIS 910888
LOVES, June

Australians at work. [series]

Macmillan Education Australia, 1997

Postal workers seems to be more about letters than posties,
but the series generally presents a realistic overview of par-
ticular occupations. The colour photographs illustrate the
jobs effectively and represent Australia beyond Sydney and
Melbourne (although they tend to dominate). The text is
brief and generally simple, although some more difficult
terms and concepts are used, which the short glossary does
not always illuminate. This series provides an useful insight
into some contemporary Australian workplaces. G. Spindler

USER LEVEL: Stage 2

KLA: HSIE; ST; VOC ED

SYLLABUS: HSIE K-6; Science & Technology K-6
AVAIL: $16.95 each

Titles in this series include:

Firefighters SCIS 912607
Postal workers SCIS 908367
Train drivers SCIS 912819

PALMER, Martin

Boys will be boys. [videorecording]

Canadian Broadcasting Corporation, 1996 (25 min.)
ISBN none [370.19]
Sexual harassment is a pervasive experience for many stu-
dents, and a challenge for schools to address. This Canadi-
an documentary is in two sections. The first defines sexual
harassment and gathers information about attitudes and
experiences in secondary schools. A group of girls discuss
how language based harassment affects their schooling. The
boys are interviewed and asked why they do it. The second
stronger and more informative section on sex based harass-
ment is an interview with three educationalists: a writer, a
lecturer, and a teacher. This fifteen minute section would be
an excellent discussion starter for school training and devel-
opment sessions on sex-based harassment. K. Gardner
USER LEVEL: Stage 4 Stage 5 Stage 6

KLA: PDHPE

SYLLABUS: PDHPE 7-10; 2U PDHPE

AVAIL: $19.95 Martin & Rosenthal SCIS 906775

Identifying and supporting students at risk.
Induction materials.

Dept. for Education and Children’s Services SA,
1997

ISBN 0730851192 [371.96]
Any primary or secondary school concerned with address-
ing the complex issues confronting students at risk will
appreciate the worth of this practical resource. All material
in the booklet is reproduced on disk, making it readily
acceptable to the needs of individual schools, as well as eas-
ily accessible for training and development purposes. Suc-
cinct information is provided about a range of factors which
affect the attendance and participation of students at risk,
including teaching and learning practices and support struc-
tures. The inclusion of a number of relevant, well designed
proformas, which can be modified to suit all stages, further
adds to the resource’s usefulness. A. Gates

USER LEVEL: Professional

AVAIL: Paper $14.95 SCIS 896982
CHAPMAN, Jean & WU, Di

Ali Baba and the forty thieves.

Margaret Hamilton, 1997

ISBN 094724199X [398.20939]

A beautiful retelling of this exciting

story is presented in this strong pic-

ture book. Rhythmic and fluid text

is presented on each left hand page,

with sections matched to facing

colour illustrations which are beau-

tifully detailed and composed. Char-

acters in the tale, particularly the

astute servant Marjanah, are well

developed. A meaningful preface

places this tale in context. The well designed pages have
wide pastel borders, which add emphasis to the illustra-
tions. Strong and effective, the illustrations underscore the
danger and deception of the story. This is a fine version of the
old tale. J. Buckley

USER LEVEL: Stage 2 Stage 3

KLA: English

SYLLABUS: English K-6

AVAIL: $19.95

EVAL: Highly recommended SCIS 913378
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RAY, Jane

Hansel and Gretel.

Walker Books, 1997

ISBN 0744537878 [398.20943]
Fine design and beautifully executed, gold embellished art-
work combine with a faithful retelling in this picture book
version of the famous Grimm brothers’ tale. The powerful
story of the cruel abandonment of children in a forest by
their father and stepmother, and their subsequent entrap-
ment by an horrific child eating witch, is one that engen-
ders considerable debate among children’s book guardians
concerned about the theme’s suitability for child consump-
tion. This work offers children a memorable, aesthetic and
emotional art experience. Ray’s imaginative interpretation
should not be missed. B. Richardson

USER LEVEL: Stage 2 Stage 3

AVAIL: $22.95

EVAL: Highly recommended SCIS 917915

The MegaLex Macquarie concise dictionary.
[computer software]

2nd rev. ed. Eurofield Information Systems, 1997
ISBN 1875810099 [423]

Having for some time been a reluctant user of electronic dic-
tionaries, the ease of installation and access as both a dic-
tionary and quasi thesaurus/reverse dictionary make this
software a most useful addition to one’s word processing
tools. Improved technology compresses the information so
that only five megabytes of hard disk space is used. Opera-
tion is from the hard disk and accessed via an icon on the
tool bar. With very little delay, searching may be conduct-
ed by any word, including truncated searches, or defini-
tions. This is a particularly practical application when word
processing and looking for synonyms or clarification of def-
initions and usage. This software has wider uses than a spell
check. The facility to search by definition rather than by syn-
onyms only, or to customise searches by headword only,
matching entries or extended headwords, render this a real
bonus to writers of all ages. E. Maxwell
Minimum requirements
Windows 3.1: 386; 5MB hard disk
USER LEVEL: Stage 2 Stage 3 Stage 4 Stage 5 Stage 6
KLA: CA; English; HSIE; LOTE;
Mathematics; PDHPE; Science; TAS
$69.95 Eurofield Information Systems
SCIS 913917

AVAIL:

Unterwegs. [computer software]

Yorkshire International Thomson Multimedia, 1996
ISBN 0172100194 [438.007]
Subtitled Beginners’ Germarn, this commendable CD-ROM
presents a language learning program and accompanying
assessment program. The multimedia package also contains:
a scrapbook program on disk; a user’s guide; and a teacher’s
guide with worksheet proformas. The German course
includes ten Einheiten at three levels, each including three
Lernziele: sets of carefully graded, interactive video and
other audio-visual exercises involving all four language
skills. For instance, Einheit 5, Mein Alltag includes the fol-
lowing Lernziele: Wie spiit ist es?; Tagesroutine; and Daten
und Feiertage. Navigating the many components of this
program is intuitive, with the understandable qualification
that all on screen instructions, buttons and icons are in Ger-
man. The target language, clearly spoken and authentic, is
used exclusively in all main activity sequences, but English
equivalents and German usage examples of any German
word are just a mouse click away when needed. The ever
present record and playback buttons encourage speaking. A

slick and pedagogically sound product, it is recommended
for any junior German or 2 Unit Z program. R.Mildenhall
Minimum requirements

Windows 3.1/Windows 95: 486; MS-DOS 5.0; 4MB RAM;
256 colours; microphone

USER LEVEL: Stage 4 Stage 5 Stage 6

KLA: LOTE

SYLLABUS: German 7-10; 2U Z German

AVAIL: $200.00 Nelson ITP

The French experience 1. [kit]

BBC, 1994

ISBN none . [448.3]

Aimed at adult beginners of French, this is a fast-paced
multi-media course of video and audio cassettes from which
Stage 6 students can greatly benefit. It emphasises the devel-
opment of aural and oral skills via a variety of stimulating
support material that includes authentic documents and
realistic audio and video interviews. The material demands
a consistent involvement from the learner in producing oral
responses. The topics, relevant to both preliminary and HSC
courses, steer away from stereotypical formulae to present
up to date, and informative, aspects of the French lifestyle.
Numerous other high quality features, including a compre-
hensive tutor’s guide, make this an attractive support pack-
age. G. Barbe

USER LEVEL: Stage 6

KLA: LOTE

SYLLABUS: 2U French

AVAIL: $750.00 each BBC

EVAL: Highly recommended SCIS 832907
Also auailable: -

Deutsch plus SCIS 925857

Chinese character tutor. [computer software]
Eye of the Tiger (Sydney?), 1993
ISBN 0733413927 [495.1]
An interactive CD-ROM, this provides students with the
opportunity to put their Chinese language skills to the test
using vocabulary, writing (stroke order), and pronunciation
tutorials. Students can choose units of work, starting with
simple greeting words and phrases, and progress to more
complicated characters and vocabulary. The Pinyin font is
excellent, enabling spelling and tone practice, and providing
the opportunity for self tests. Similar functions are available
for correct stroke order of characters and character recogni-
tion. There is also a section on radicals. The CD-ROM is user
friendly, with each section set out clearly and colourfully in
the main menu. The acoustics are also an excellent means
of practising and testing pronuciation, especially the use of
tones. R. Hughes
Minimum requirements
Macintosh: system 7.1; 68030; SMB RAM; double speed CD-
ROM drive
Windows 3.1: 486; 8MB RAM; 25MHz; double speed CD-
ROM drive
USER LEVEL: Stage 3 Stage 4 Stage 5
KLA: LOTE
SYLLABUS: Chinese K-6; Chinese 7-10;

2U Z Chinese; 2U Chinese; 3U Chinese

AVAIL: $149.00 Roadshow Interactive

Learn Japanese. [computer software]
Euro Talk, 1997 (Talk now!)

ISBN 1862210209 [495.6]

While aiming to teach vocabulary based on a limited num-
ber of themes, this CD-ROM differs from others in its genre
as it displays attractive graphics and uses much humour.
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The nine themes are syllabus based and, predictably, include:

food; colours; body parts; and time; along with other top-

ics. They are presented and drilled by clearly audible Japan-

ese male and female voices. Unfortunately, as the program

is designed to be re-utilised in other languages, it offers lit-

tle in terms of cultural authenticity. Yet, as a listening com-

prehension device, it captivates both beginners and inter-

mediate learners, as it provides various levels of games in

which correct answers are positively reinforced with humor-

ous graphics and dramatised cries of celebration. Individ-

ual progress is monitored and can be printed, as can awards

for those who have achieved higher scores. Many addition-

al features and easy navigability make this a valuable intro-

ductory tool which can also be used for consohdatlon and

extension work. G. Barbe

Minimum requirements

Macintosh: 68030; SMB RAM

Windows: 486; S8MB RAM; 256 colours

USER LEVEL: Stage 2 Stage 3 Stage 4 Stage 5

KLA: LOTE

SYLLABUS: Japanese K-6; Japanese 7-10; 2U Z
Japanese

AVAIL: $59.95 IBS InfoTech SCIS 920699

BOND, Royce

The case of the smelly armpit: (and other

scientific mysteries).

Red Fox, 1997 (A Mark Macleod book)

ISBN 0091829801 [500]

Designed in paperback fiction format

and size, this novel presentation intro-

duces competent readers to the impact

of science in our everyday lives. Using

examples that students can relate to, it

imparts information in an informal, chat-

ty style and makes constant use of ques-

tions. Text is interspersed with humor-

ous black and white, comic book type

drawings by Gus Gordon, which rein-

force the fascinating, and sometimes

bizarre, information and activities. An enjoyable read, espe-

cially for casual browsers, it provides an hilarious and help-

ful look at everyday science. J. Anderson

USER LEVEL: Stage 3 Stage 4

KLA: English; Science; ST

SYLLABUS: English K-6; Science & Technology K-6;
Science 7-10

AVAIL: Paper $9.95 SCIS 904085
TURNER, Gwenda

Australian 123.

Penguin, 1997 (Picture Puffins)

ISBN 0140561056 [513.2]

An interesting combination of strategies is used in this
resource to help readers learning to count and recognise
numerals. Upon each double page, each numeral is in turn
highlighted from a list of all the names and numerals, from
one to ten. As well, smiling children, from a range of cul-
tures and genders, are pictured holding up that same num-
ber of fingers. A group of Australian animals, fish, birds or
insects is shown, so that the reader can count them up to
that same number. The numerals presented are bold and
clear. The text is appropriately lower case. Bright colours
highlight the stimulating illustrations. L. Ward

USER LEVEL: Early Stage 1 Stage 1

KLA: Mathematics
SYLLABUS: Mathematics K-6
AVAIL: Paper $8.95 SCIS 915118

Space: the new interactive encyclopedia.
[computer software]

Andromeda Interactive, 1997

ISBN 1898137285 [523]

Don'’t be put off, by the purple space creature that greets
users in the initial stages of this interactive CD-ROM.

Although entertaining, this resource encourages students -

to explore all facets of space, and it may galvanise some stu-
dents to develop a deep interest in the topic. Besides grab-
bing the attention of students, this is also a solid reference
tool. It utilises a combination of articles, animation, spec-
tacular video footage, tutorials, a timeline of space explo-
ration, and narration by the British astronomer Patrick
Moore. The information presented is succinct and readily
understood by the target audience. This latest edition is eas-
ily navigable and includes such recent events as the Hub-
ble telescope, and the revised Russian space program. Stu-
dents will become so immersed in this CD-ROM you may
have to put a time limit on its use. N. Paull

Minimum requirements

Windows 3.1/95: 486; 1MB hard disk; 4MB RAM for 3. 1,
8MB for 95; 256 colours

USER LEVEL: Stage 2 Stage 3 Stage 4 Stage 5

KLA: Science; ST
SYLLABUS: Science & Technology K-6; Science 7-10
AVAIL: $49.95 Scholastic SCIS 913294

Earth quest. [computer software]

DK Multimedia, 1997

ISBN 0751315540 [551]
Explore the forces and forms of

our dynamic planet through this

CD-ROM. Activate an earth-

quake, build a volcano, study the

qualities of many gemstones, or

observe the formation of various

crystals and minerals. Support-

ed by videos, animation, images

and audio, the user can become

more actively involved in the study of geology. Internet
access is provided to science and nature online sites. These
links expand this software to help integrate technology into
the science curriculum, although exploration time is required
to verify the curriculum relevance of sites. There is very lit-
tle Australian content. An audio glossary is available through
highlighted text. Some onscreen tools are difficult to read
because of red print on a patterned background. Earth-
builder allows users to answer questions, collect samples,
and receive rewards as they build the earth. Navigation
through this program is a little complicated and often
unclear. It is not designed for quick access to small amounts
of information, but rather, to take the user on an exploration
of the mysteries of the earth. For many students, this inter-
active journey could make learning more mterestmg, rele-
vant and fun. K. Wellham

Minimum requirements

Macintosh: 68LC040; System 7; 8MB RAM; 9MB hard disk,
256 colours

Windows 3.1: 486DX; 8MB RAM; 13MB hard disk, 256
colours

USER LEVEL: Stage 3 Stage 4 Stage 5

KLA: Science
SYLLABUS: Science K-6, Science 7-10
AVAIL: $89.95 Roadshow SCIS 908080

Internet site reviewers, especially pnmary,
_urgently needed. Contact Colleen Foley
co Ieen@ozemall com.au .

FAULKNER, Keith

Grow seed grow.

Koala, 1997 (A giant surprise flap book)

ISBN 0864610416 [581.3]
Very young students will love this pop up style picture book,
but will need help negotiating the various lift up and open
out flaps. The language is simple, the print clear and the
large illustrations support the text well. Especially note-
worthy is the way the words in bold face type grow larger
as the plants in the story grow bigger. It is a suitable book for
use as an early procedural text type, as each step is explained
simply and sequentially. With its wonderful conclusion, this
book will be a great favourite. R. Elston

USER LEVEL: Stage 1

KLA: HSIE; Science

SYLLABUS: HSIE K-6; Science & Technology K-6
AVAIL: $16.95 SCIS 908424

The animal world of Professor Oz and Izze.
[videorecording]

Down Under Video, 1996? (30 min.)

ISBN none [591]
An informative video with high quality coloured photog-
raphy, this introduces young students to the animal king-
dom. Using two puppets (Professor Oz and Izze) to provide
interaction with viewers, the video focuses on a brief
overview of mammals, marsupials, birds and reptiles. While
the major emphasis is on Australian animals, the focus is
world wide and most animals are introduced in their nat-
ural habitats. An accompanying booklet provides a wide
range of activities which complement the video. While the
activities are graded into four levels, the video is most suit-
ed to younger students. Set out in simple terms, it provides
a valuable resource for developing knowledge and under-
standing of the animal world. J. Anderson

USER LEVEL: Stage 1 Stage 2 Stage 3

KLA: HSIE

SYLLABUS: HSIE K-6

AVAIL: $55.00 SCIS 901392
MAYNARD, Christopher

Sharks.

Walker, 1997 (Informania)

ISBN 0744528771 [597]

With its bright and attractive design, stout cover, spiral bind-
ing and tabbed section dividers, this title is clearly aimed at
adolescents. Varied styles of presentation, in four main sec-
tions, (plus a reference section) include a report, magazine
articles, a cartoon story, and a computer program. All are
supported and enhanced by copious and varied illustra-
tions, which are bright, clear and appropriate, and include
photographs, line drawings, diagrams and maps. Informa-
tion is accurate and detailed, arranged into easily locatable
and clearly labelled chunks. It emphasises the realities of
shark behaviour, threats to shark populations, and their
unique place in the ecosystem. W. Smith

USER LEVEL: Stage 2 Stage 3 Stage 4

KLA: Science; ST

SYLLABUS: Science & Technology K-6; Science 7-10
AVAIL: $19.95

EVAL: Highly recommended SCIS 915800

SILKSTONE, Barry

Australian reptiles. [series]

Macmillan Education Australia, 1997

These books communicate clearly. Pages are well designed
and not too crowded. Colour photographs and diagrams
are used very effectively to convey information. Each group
of reptiles is defined, and its location, habitat, physical char-
acteristics and behaviour described. The text is simply writ-
ten, yet manages to provide lot of information, and convey
a sense of wonder at and appreciation of the diversity of the
reptiles. This makes the series appealing to browsing read-
ers, as well as those in search of answers to particular
research queries. Discussion of the interaction of reptiles
with humans recognises both the relationship of Aboriginal
peoples to reptiles, and issues of conservation. J. Buckley

USER LEVEL: Stage 1 Stage 2 Stage 3

KLA: ST

SYLLABUS: Science and Technology K-6

AVAIL: $19.95 each

Titles in this series

Crocodiles SCIS 912612
Lizards SCIS 912613
Snakes SCIS 912609
Turtles SCIS 906836
GREENAWAY, Frank

The snake book.

Dorling Kindersley, 1997

ISBN 0751355658 [597.96]

Visually exciting and arresting, this book invites superla-
tives. Layout and design are excellent. Each of the twelve
snakes depicted is coiled around a brief informational text on
a double page spread, an exception being a stunning six-
page centre foldout featuring the python. Photography is
superb: the snakes are dynamic. Each tiny scale is clearly
delineated, the metallic glow or soft velvety sheen of each
snakeskin begging the reader’s touch. Information is basic,
focussing on each snake’s most distinguishing characteris-
tics. Unusual variation in type size (which some may find off
putting) adds emphasis. A fact sheet at the back provides
additional information. This is a wonderful introduction to
an often maligned species. B. Richardson

USER LEVEL: Stage 2 Stage 3

KLA: ST

SYLLABUS: Science K-6

AVAIL: $14.95

EVAL: Highly recommended SCIS 919189
ROLLAND, Will

The Tasmanian tiger: the elusive thylacine.
Kangaroo, 1997 (Picture roo books)

ISBN 0864178662 [599.2]
Bound to capture the imag-

ination, this resource on an

extinct Australian marsu-

pial includes the early

Dutch explorers’ reports of

the thylacine, or Tasmanian

tiger. The variety of illus-

trations includes pho-

tographs, coloured illustra-

tions, maps, and a labelled diagram of the animal. The eas-
ily accessible facts in the book carry with them an
environmental message: a warning that Australians should
ensure the preservation of the natural habitats of all our
fauna, especially the increasing number of endangered
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species. This book also discusses species extinction in gen-
eral, comparing the plight of the thylacines to dodos, quag-
gas, and aurochs. An extensive bibliography provides many
starting points for further research. R. Murray

USER LEVEL: Stage 2 Stage 3

KLA: HSIE; ST

SYLLABUS: HSIE K-6; Science and Technology K-6
AVAIL: Paper $7.95 SCIS 913322
JANULEWICZ, Mike

Yikes!: your body, up close.

Cardigan Street, 1997

ISBN 186391871X [612]

Guaranteed to arouse curiosity

about human biology, this picture

book with highly magnified,

coloured photographs of the hair,

skin, blood, bone, stomach and

parasites, is presented as a series

of riddles. Each double page

spread contains a fold over page

of funny puzzles, with the facts

revealed under the flap. Thereis a

cumulative quiz at the end. The bold abstract pictures will

claim attention, especially from primary and junior sec-

ondary students. The humorous text will help them to

remember the information. This approach to some facts

about the human body is good class stimulus material. M.

Hamlyn

USER LEVEL: Stage 2 Stage 3 Stage 4

KLA: PDHPE; Science; ST

SYLLABUS: PDHPE K-6; Science & Technology K-6;
Science 7-10

AVAIL: $21.95 SCIS 904160

How your body works: the interactive
encyclopedia of the human body. [computer
software]
Mindscape, 1995
ISBN 0791118479 [613.03]
Hot spots within a laboratory enable CD-ROM users to
explore the main topics of this medical encyclopedia, which
aims to provide a knowledge of the human body, and a more
informed use of health services and products. The level of
presentation and scope of information varies. The dictio-
nary of medical terms; the uses and side effects of various
prescription drugs; and some health issues; would suit an
adult user. However, the bulk of the program is more suit-
ed to a younger audience. Sexuality topics may be made
inaccessible at the time of installation. Access points for infor-
mation are not labelled until the cursor moves over them;
this makes finding topics somewhat hit and miss, although
the browser function and the accompanying notes assist
navigation. Features include: clear diagrams of the body sys-
tems; first aid instruction; and particularly fascinating are
videos of the body’s internal functions. The extensive list of
sources for obtaining further information is American. S.
Leslie
Minimum requirements
Windows 3.1: 486; 8MB RAM; 4MB hard disk; Super VGA
640x480; 256 colours
USER LEVEL: Stage 3 Stage 4
KLA: PDHPE; ST
SYLLABUS: PDHPE K-6; PDHPE 7-10;

Science and Technology K-6;

Science 7-10

AVAIL: $79.95 Scholastic SCIS 860326

MiniCAD 7. [computer software]
Diehl Graphsoft, 1997
ISBN none [620]

The need for powerful CAD software in technology pro-
grams is satisfied by this CD-ROM package. A comprehen-
sive range of features enable users to produce drawings of
virtually any object in any position. This level of capability
utilises a complex array of menu items, icons and production
sequences, all of which ensure a steep learning curve. A sig-
nificant feature of this package is the integrated approach
to creating 3D drawings, these being developed out of ini-
tial 2D views. Switching between 2D and 3D views is
straightforward and modifications need to be made only
once. Cross platform compatibility is a valuable feature for
schools with dual platform computer facilities, as it allows
the transfer of files in both directions. Also, both versions
use virtually identical interfaces, which are easy to navigate
once the software is understood. As an American package,
some of the default settings need alteration, but do not
appear to hinder its usefulness in schools. D. Wilson
Minimum requirements

Macintosh 68020: System 7.1; 8MB RAM; 12MB hard disk
Windows 3.1/95: 486; 16MB RAM; 12MB hard disk; 256
colours

USER LEVEL: Stage 5 Stage 6 Professional
KLA: TAS.
SYLLABUS: Technical Drawing 7-10;

2U Design & Technology;
2U Industrial Technology
AVAIL: $3200.00 (30 user site licence)
Australian Design & Drafting Pty Ltd
EVAL: Highly recommended
TOOLEY, Mike

The parts gallery and electronic circuits and
components. [computer software]
Matrix Multimedia, 1997

ISBN none [621.3815]

Two complementing packages create a resource featuring
high quality graphics, text and audio commentary covering
all aspects of electronic theory on this CD-ROM. An order-
ly and easily navigated menu and page numbering system
breaks the information into logical sections, guiding the user
from basic principles through to advanced electronic con-
cepts, whilst an index system enables experienced users
direct access to information. Animated graphics, pho-
tographs, symbols and audio narration are used in a vari-
ety of ways to explain electronic fundamentals clearly. In
addition to printable theory notes, a number of multiple
choice quizzes, editable worksheets, sample problems and
interactive laboratories are included to reinforce learning.
Extended use in the form of simulation experiments is also
possible via links to add-on Electronics workbench soft-
ware. Overall, the versatile structure and comprehensive
nature of this resource enable it to be utilised in a wide vari-
ety of situations such as a workshop ready reference, or as
a key resource in self-directed learning programs. D. Wil-
son

Minimum requirements

Windows 3.1: 486; 8MB RAM; 256 colours

USER LEVEL: Stage 5 Stage 6 Professional

KLA: Science; TAS; VOC ED

SYLLABUS: 2U Industrial Technology; Science 7-10;
Technics 7-10

AVAIL: $279.00 Emona Instruments

EVAL: Highly recommended

WYLIE, Peter

Profitable land care: sustainable farming in
summer rainfall areas.

Department of Primary Industries, Qld, 1996

ISBN 0724259147 [630.9943]
All aspects of soil management are treated in this book. Each
chapter is prefaced with a list of key concepts which pro-
vides a good summary for students. Whereas some of the
information is only applicable to the cropping areas of north-
eastern Australia, all students studying the land manage-
ment elective in 2 Unit Agriculture will find this book a valu-
able resource. The text is well supported with tables and
pictures and presented in an easy to read format. Thereis a
comprehensive list of references at the back of the book for
those needing further study. K. Heap

USER LEVEL: Stage 6 Professional

BOOTHBY, Dennis

Artificial breeding of cattle: a practical guide.
Agmedia, 1995

ISBN 0730664279 [636.2]
The information contained in this book is very detailed. This
makes it an excellent resource for teachers and senior agri-
culture students studying animal production. All aspects of
artificial breeding are covered, including the anatomy and
physiology of the bull and cow, and artificial insemination.
The text is well supported by black and white pictures and
labelled diagrams. Some of the terms used may be a little
difficult for students to understand, but to overcome this
there is a comprehensive glossary in the back of the book.
There is a detailed contents list to make up for the lack of
index to help find information. K. Heap

USER LEVEL: Stage 6 Professional

KLA: TAS KLA: TAS

SYLLABUS: 2U Agriculture SYLLABUS: 2U Agriculture

AVAIL: Paper $25.00 SCIS 894150 ~ AVAIL: Paper $24.95 SCIS 857819
TAYLOR, Nicol CLARKE, Ross

Cotton. Feedlotting notes: a collection of farm notes.
Kondinin, 1997 (The workboot series) Department of Primary Industries, Qld, 1995

ISBN 1876068043 [633.5] ISBN 072425918X [636.2]

The cotton industry is well represented in this book. The
book is very colourful and visually pleasing. The text is
straight forward and well supported with colour pictures.
All aspects of the cotton industry are covered, from sowing
to the supermarket. There is also a chapter on the environ-
ment. The book deals with the export of cotton and the
domestic sales of the product. The glossary and index make
it very simple to locate information. Students studying cot-
ton will find this book easy to read. K. Heap
USER LEVEL: Stage 3 Stage 4 Stage 5
AVAIL: $15.95
KLA: TAS
SYLLABUS: Science & Technology K-6;

Agriculture 7-10

EVAL: Highly recommended SCIS 909083
GIBSON, Ray

What shall I grow?

Usborne, 1997

ISBN 074602715X [635.9]

A book that is filled with many practical ideas, this is ideal
for providing students with experiences in growing many
types of plants. It contains instructions for straight forward
plant cultivation, such as growing tomatoes, as well as
instructions for creating unusual handicraft objects such as
green-haired creatures. Its bright format makes the pages
captivating and the ideas very inviting. The instructions are
very clear, easy to follow, and supported by diagrams. All
activities are easy to complete, both in the classroom and at
home. K. Heap
USER LEVEL: Stage 2 Stage 3 Stage 4 Community

Professional
KLA: Science; TAS
SYLLABUS: Agriculture 7-10;

Science & Technology K-6;

Science 7-10
AVAIL: Paper $10.95

EVAL: Highly recommended SCIS 915017

~_Internet S|te rewewers, espeaally prlmary, urgently needed.
Contact Colleen Foley colleen@ozemall com.au

Here is an excellent resource for senior agriculture students,
particularly those studying beef for their product study.
Within the collection, the notes cover all aspects of the inten-
sive beef industry from production to marketing. It is pre-
sented in an easy to read format with each topic covering
several pages. Each note is clearly set out and well supported
with graphs, tables and illustrations. Although it is not pro-
duced specifically for schools, teachers will find this a valu-
able source of information, particularly in areas such as esti-
mated breeding values and marketing options. K. Heap
USER LEVEL: Stage 5 Stage 6 Professional

KLA: TAS

SYLLABUS: Agriculture 7-10; 2U Agriculture
AVAIL: Paper $25.00

EVAL: Highly recommended SCIS 860205

Australian pig housing series. [series]

NSW Agriculture, 1995

For those studying the pig industry, this series of books is a
valuable resource. Each book provides information on
aspects of managing a piggery. Effluent at work gives an
overview of the environmental sustainability of piggery
development. This book, in particular, provides information
on other aspects of agricultural production such as soils. All
three books in the series are easy to read, with the text well
supported by diagrams. It is a useful series for schools
intending to build a piggery. All specific references for names
of suppliers are applicable only to Queensland. K. Heap
USER LEVEL: Stage 5 Stage 6 Professional

KLA: TAS

SYLLABUS: 2U Agriculture

AVAIL: $60.00, $50.00, $18.00 National Mailing
Titles in this series are:

Plan it-build it SCIS 826821
Effluent at work SCIS 908028
Summer cooling SCIS 833797
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My giant activity book: lots of things to do and
learn.

Hodder Headline, 1997

ISBN 0733605133 [649]
Stickers, a clock with moving hands, a

zipper, a button and button hole, a vel-

cro tab and a press stud are just some of

the activities included in this text. These

hands on activities provide students with

opportunities to practice a range of fine

motor skills, as well as develop concepts

about: getting dressed; word and alpha-

bet recognition; spelling; addition; telling

the time; and one to one correspondence.

Plastic alphabet letters are also included. These will enable
students to complete extension activities not included in the
text. An excellent, stimulating text for pre schoolers and
kindergarten students, this will provide hours of fun and
enhance learning. J. Stratford

USER LEVEL: Early Stage 1

KLA: English; Mathematics; PDHPE
SYLLABUS: English K-6; Mathematics K-6;

PDHPE K-6
AVAIL: $29.95 SCIS 909532
POPPER, Frank

Art of the electronic age.

Thames & Hudson, 1997

ISBN 0500279187 [700.285]
An exciting journey through the world of electronic art is
offered to senior students by this resource. There is a con-
cise gathering of information suggesting the roots of this art
form and, more importantly, an account of the relationship
between technical and aesthetic factors in this field. Prob-
ing commentary leads the reader to explore laser, holo-
graphs, video, computer and copy art, primarily from Amer-
ican and European sources. Challenges abound in the chap-
ter dealing with the union of the arts and the sciences. This
is a timely book, given the developing interest in interactive
electronic education. K. Ashley.

USER LEVEL: Stage 6 Professional

KLA: CA

SYLLABUS: 2U Visual Arts

AVAIL: Paper $49.95

EVAL: Highly recommended. SCIS 909354
REMER, Abby

Pioneering spirits: the lives and times of
remarkable women artists in Western history.
Davis, 1997

ISBN 0871923173 [704]
After a brief introduction to the contribution of women
artists from prehistoric times to the 1800s, Remer, an Amer-
ican, looks more closely at artists from her country. The basics
of women’s art, moving through phases from domestic crafts
to political feminist statements, are discussed. The examples
illustrated are predominantly American, however the themes
addressed are universal, and would have relevance to senior
and tertiary students studying women in art. The develop-
ment of the style of the artists is not given priority, howev-
er, we are treated to historical information that places them
in a cultural context. The text’s approach is informal, and
easily digested by the targeted audience. K. Ashley

USER LEVEL: Stage 5 Stage 6 Professional

KLA: CA

SYLLABUS: Visual Arts 7-10; 2U Visual Arts
AVAIL: $39.95 MMA SCIS 906050

BARLOW, Alex

Aboriginal art. [series]

Macmillan, 1997

In this thoroughly comprehensive and well

produced series on Aboriginal art, informa-

tion is provided on all aspects of the subject.

It is a visually impressive series which uses

photographs, maps and reproductions of art-

works very effectively. The works highlight different art

styles and art as a means of communication. This offers

insight into Aboriginal culture and history. Use of traditional

elements in contemporary art forms is included. The easily

read text is well supported with visual material. T. Rudd

USER LEVEL: Stage 2 Stage 3 Stage 4

KLA: CA,; HSIE

SYLLABUS: HSIE K-6; History 7-10; Visual Arts
K-6; Visual Arts 7-10

AVAIL: $24.95 each

Titles in the series include:

A first look at Aboriginal art SCIS 913942
Art of Arnhem land SCIS 913947
Art of the desert SCIS 913959

CLOUGH, Peter

Clay in the classroom.

Davis, 1996

ISBN 0871923092 [731.4]
Primary and infants teachers who have avoided a clay expe-
rience in the classroom, because of being unsure where to
start will find this book a great resource! It discusses mate-
rials, tools, and how to organise the classroom to give stu-
dents a practical lesson. All the major techniques for creat-
ing hand-built forms, using modelling, coils, punching and
slaps, are explained. A charming addition to the book are
the photographs of young children’s works, alongside his-
torical examples. For the truly enthusiastic, there are instruc-
tions on building a variety of kilns from sawdust to pit, in
order to fire your clay works at school! K. Ashley

USER LEVEL: Stage 2 Stage 3 Stage 4 Professional
KLA: CA

SYLLABUS: Visual Arts K-6; Visual Arts 7-10
AVAIL: Paper $29.95 MMA Books

EVAL: Highly recommended SCIS 906028

LAYTON, Peter

Glass art.

Craftsman House, 1996

ISBN 9057031817 [748.29]
After a glance at the origins of glass, this book moves quick-
ly into the flowering of the studio glass movement in the
USA during the 1960s. This movement’s influence is traced
throughout most European countries, and a few from the
Pacific Rim. Australia is dealt with in a page. The gallery
section is devoted to works from different countries. Stu-
dents of glass will be able to appreciate the strong aesthetic
basis shown by many glass artists, who explore sculptural
elements in a fresh, dynamic way. The techniques and mate-
rials section is given depth by an international collection of
highly original works. K. Ashley.

USER LEVEL: Stage 5 Stage 6 Professional

KLA: CA; TAS
SYLLABUS: Design & Technology 7-10;
2U Design & Technology;
Visual Arts 7-10; 2U Visual Arts
AVAIL: $85.00 Fine Arts Press
EVAL: Highly recommended SCIS 903498

A s T

CREE, Laura Murray

Wendy Stavrianos.

Craftsman House, 1996

ISBN 9057032112 [759.994]

Wendy Stavrianos’ journeys, in both written form and in
her art works, are powerfully sensuous. Her sculptures and
mixed media paintings suggest dreams past, or mysteries
about to be revealed. We can read about Stavrianos’ world,
but it is through the rich, beautifully photographed works
that we experience her journey. The striking images reveal
the richness of surface, the delight in materials and the dar-
ing of an innovative experimentalist. This most evocative
book would provide senior students with a great resource
tool, and assist students wanting to increase their knowl-
edge of an outstanding Australian artist. K. Ashley

USER LEVEL: Stage 5 Stage 6 Professional
KLA: CA
SYLLABUS: 2U Visual Arts

AVAIL: $80.00 Fine Arts Press
EVAL: Highly recommended SCIS 895417
GOODING, Janda

Chasing shadows: the art of Kathleen O’Connor.
Craftsman House, 1996
ISBN 9057040115 [759.994]

Abiographical account of an emigre Australian painter liv-
ing in Paris, whose life paralleled that of Cassatt, Dufy, and
Bonnard, is recorded in this book. Her explorations of Mod-
ernism and her subject matter—Parisian life, domestic inte-
riors and still life—provide her with opportunities to explore
colour, texture, light and pattern. Each stage of O’Connor’s
life is described, providing information on her techniques,
subject matter and influences. The reproductions of her work
are of a high quality. They are an excellent reference for stu-
dents wishing to explore structural and personal investiga-
tions, particularly of still life works. This book contributes to
a broader awareness of the work of women artists working
both in Australia and overseas. H. Wyatt

USER LEVEL: Stage 5 Stage 6
KLA: CA
SYLLABUS: Visual Arts 7-10; 2U Visual Arts

AVAIL: $65.00 SCIS 879949
JOHNSON, Vivien

Michael Jagamara Nelson.

Craftsman House, 1997

ISBN 9766410135 [759.994]

This book brings to life the brilliant career of Michael Nelson,
who is a Warlpiri man. It is an excellent resource for any-
one interested in Aboriginal art. Nelson is a well known and
respected Aboriginal artist. His work is widely displayed,
for example the mosaic work in Parliament House in Can-
berra. Michael takes the reader on a remarkable journey of
his Dreaming sites, depicted in his paintings. His artwork
displayed in this book is brilliant and colourful. Included
are annotations for the paintings, and a list of exhibitions.
T. Rudd

USER LEVEL: Stage 4 Stage 5 Stage 6 Professional
KLA: CA; HSIE
SYLLABUS: 2U Aboriginal Studies;
Visual Arts 7-10; 2U Visual Arts
AVAIL: $80.00 SCIS 892849

COSTAIN, Meredith

Rock raps: five decades of popular music.

Allen & Unwin, 1997 (True stories)

ISBN 1864484411 [781.66]
The Australian focus of the text is a strength of this attractive
book. Generously illustrated, the book provides informa-
tion in manageable bites sure to appeal to its likely reader-
ship. The slightness of the volume belies the surprisingly
large amount of solid information contained therein. A his-
tory of rock music is given, tracing the pedigree through
jazz, thythm and blues, swing and doo wop. Great stars,
past and present, are featured. Chapters on the personnel
of a rock show, instruments commonly used, and life on the
road give added weight to the practicality of the text. The
book is rounded out by information for those seeking to
enter the industry. M. Steinberger

USER LEVEL: Stage 4 Stage 5

KLA: CA

SYLLABUS: Music 7-10

AVAIL: Paper $9.95 SCIS 906208
NEWMAN, Barbara

The illustrated book of ballet stories.
Dorling Kindersley, 1997
ISBN 0751356158 [792.8]
Sleeping Beauty, Giselle, Coppelia, Swan Lake and The Nut-
cracker, all well loved classic ballets, feature in this useful
resource. Each story is told in captivating narrative form,
but the book is also a wonderful reference. Gill Tomblin’s
exquisite illustrations pay particular attention to the tech-
nical accuracy of perfermance, featuring the principal move-
ments and steps for which each ballet is famous. Although
the text suits competent readers, it will have strong appeal
to a wide range of abilities and ages. Brief citations of musi-
cal scores, makeup and costumes, plus famous dancers from
the world of ballet, expand the scope of the work. R. Murray
USER LEVEL: Stage 3 Stage 4 Stage 5
KLA: CA; English; PDHPE
SYLLABUS: English K-6; PDHPE K-6;

Visual Arts K-6

AVAIL: $19.95 SCIS 920464

Australian sport through time: the history of
sport in Australia.
Random, 1997.
ISBN 009183371X

Australian sporting events, from 1870
to 1996, are here set out, in year by year
sections which include colour pho- E
tographs, a timeline summary and a
graph plotting record breaking athlet-
ic and swimming times. The brief
information is written in the form of
news items. Apart from the double
page spreads on notable sports per-
sonalities, for biographies it is neces-
sary to trace a series of references from
the index. There is an essay by Dale Spender on women’s
place in sport, which would be good discussion starter. The
book is useful for research in sport, and as source material
for computer studies students setting up data bases. M.
Hamlyn

USER LEVEL: Stage 4 Stage 5 Stage 6

[796.0994]

KLA: PDHPE
SYLLABUS: PDHPE 7-10; 2U PDHPE
AVAIL: $49.95 SCIS 911516
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HOOKE, James & PHILIPS, Jeremy

Getting your message across: the seven steps to
communicating successfully in every situation.
Simon & Schuster Australia, 1996

ISBN 073180550X [808.5]

The authors are world debating champions, and the elegant
simplicity of this text for communication is testament to their
ability. All five faculties of classical rhetoric (invention,
arrangement, memory, delivery and style) feature in this
very effective guide, yet their treatment is very contempo-
rary: style is stressed as being at least as significant as con-
tent; and personal responsibility is emphasised as a useful
attitude to develop. Layout is very logical and clear. Every
point made has a good exemplum taken from a wide range
of sources with universal applicability. Public speakers,
debaters and students making oral presentations will find
this an extremely useful guide. W. Bowie

USER LEVEL: Stage 4 Stage 5 Stage 6 Professional

KLA: English; VOC ED
SYLLABUS: English 7-10; 2U English; 2U
: Contemporary English;
2U General English
AVAIL: Paper $19.95
EVAL: Highly recommended SCIS 900460
TULLOCH, Nicholas

Alphabet spook! spine-tingling verse.
Oxford University Press, 1997
ISBN 0192761560 [821]

Nicholas Tulloch uses quirky verse and has a light-hearted
view of being frightened; both make this book appealing.
The author’s sense of humour, combined with Chris Mould’s
cartoon type black and white illustrations, gives readers,
young and old, a humorous but off beat look at those things
that go bump in the night. This is a useful text to support
an English or creative arts theme. The book can be used for
appreciation, enjoyment and as a stimulus for poetry writ-
ing among young poets. The poems, arranged alphabeti-
cally, are a fresh look at a well-worn topic. D. Roberts

USER LEVEL: Stage 2 Stage 3

KLA: CA; English

SYLLABUS: English K-6; Visual Arts K-6

AVAIL: Paper $8.95

EVAL: Highly recommended SCIS 916677

Excuses, excuses: poems about school.

/ compiled by John Foster. Oxford University
Press, 1997.

ISBN 019276151X [821.008]

What a gem of a book! This delightful anthology offers a
range of poems from the absurd and humorous to the
poignant and profound. The poems are written in a variety
of poetic forms from haiku to rap, by a diverse group of
poets including Elizabeth Honey, Spike Milligan, Berlie
Doherty and Jack Prelutsky. Some poems lend themselves to
choral reading, some to multivoice performances, and oth-
ers to quiet reflection. Many aspects of school life are dis-
cussed. The illustrations enhance the text and contribute to
the appeal of the book. This anthology will strike a familiar
chord with every reader and it is sure to generate some live-
ly class discussions. M. Brooks

USER LEVEL: Stage 2 Stage 3 Stage 4 Stage 5
KLA: English
SYLLABUS: English K-6; English 7-10

AVAIL: Paper $9.95 SCIS 915266

Magic poems.

/selected by J. Foster. Oxford University Press, 1997
ISBN 0192761536 [821.008]
Imagination abounds in this resource, which is sure to stim-
ulate language and readers’ theatre in the classroom. The
theme of magic; ever popular, enhances this book’s value
as an addition to any poetry collection. The wonderful visu-
al presentation of hobgoblins, wizards, witches, magicians
and genies, through Korky Paul’s cartoon type illustrations,
is designed to entice emergent readers. For those who are
reluctant, the inclusion of rthythm and rhyme in most of the
poems is an added drawcard. With a little creativity, these
poems could be easily adapted to entertain any audience
from young to old. R. Murray

USER LEVEL: Stage 2 Stage 3

KLA: CA; English

SYLLABUS: English K-6; Visual Arts K-6

AVAIL: Paper $9.95 SCIS 914284

Australian mosaic: an anthology of
multicultural writing.

/ edited by S. Mycak and C. Baker. Reed, 1997
ISBN 0858599449 [A820.8]
With an abundance of thoroughly appropriate activities and
well chosen texts, this excellent collection makes a useful
class teaching text. Definitions of terms to know, for exam-
ple, introduce, at need, pertinent literary devices in the focus
text, ranging from personification through to repetition and
imagery. Pre and post reading activities are comprehensive
and appropriate. This anthology has an outstanding range
of texts and topics gathered in one book. Texts are carefully
grouped for easy comparison and contrast in text, style and
similarity of theme. It is a pleasure to wander through this
mosaic of text types and teaching possibilities. W. Bowie

USER LEVEL: Stage 5 Stage 6 Professional
KLA: English; PDHPE

SYLLABUS: English 7-10; 2U Contemporary
English; 2U General English;
PDHPE 7-10 2U PDHPE
AVAIL: Paper $21.95
EVAL: Highly recommended SCIS 917475
FLEMING, Garry

The waterdragon and the magpie-goose.
Hodder Children’s, 1997

ISBN 0733604897

The creator of the delightful Bol-

lygum returns with this rather whim-

sical fable, told in verse, of a melan-

choly, naive Australian waterdragon

and flock of pompous waterfowl.

One bird determines to teach the rep-

tile a lesson, simply for daring to

have the desire to fly. Fleming’s mas-

tery of the photo realism style in his

paintings is as stunning as ever: up

close, highly detailed textures of

native flora and fauna are combined

with blurred, backgrounds to give an almost three dimen-
sional effect. While the poetic text is quite ordinary, and the
magpie-goose never receives a comeuppance, it is the illus-
trations in this picture book which will capture young imag-
inations. I. McLean

USER LEVEL: Stage 2 Stage 3

[A821]

KLA: English
SYLLABUS: English K-6
AVAIL: $24.95 SCIS 913813

HOLDEN, Robert & ZAK, Drahos
The Pied Piper of Hamelin.
Angus & Robertson/HarperCollins, 1997

ISBN 0207196214 [A821]

- Stylish and elegant, this picture book

offers a sophisticated retelling of the old

tale of greed and broken promises. Pre-

sentation is excellent, making use of a

large, narrow page format. Illustrations

are an intriguing mixture of detail, with

a strong historical focus. Zak's illustra-

tions repay close scrutiny. They combine

delicate colour with uncoloured areas,

which add emphasis to each composi-

tion. Both text and illustrations focus on

human emotion, and brilliantly capture the greed and
pompous cupidity of the townspeople. Very simple and skil-
ful, this is a very powerful version of the story. J. Buckley

USER LEVEL: Stage 2 Stage 3 Stage 4

KLA: CA; English
SYLLABUS: English K-6; Visual Arts K-6;
Visual Arts 7-10
AVAIL: $22.95 SCIS 908078
TIBBALLS, Geoff

The Titanic: the extraordinary story of the
unsinkable ship.

Readers Digest, 1997

ISBN 086449100X [910.91]
Beautifully presented, this is a comprehensive investigation
into all aspects of the Titanic. Facts about the ship, from con-
struction to destruction, and attempts at salvage are clearly
explained. Amongst the facts are intriguing mysteries, pre-
monitions and coincidences. Through a multitude of con-
temporary photographs, paintings, posters, and eyewitness
accounts, a strong image of the time and place is developed.
The scale and the luxury of the situation is impressed upon
the reader. For both curriculum use and wide reading, this
book is a valuable resource. L. Bowring

USER LEVEL: Stage 3 Stage 4 Stage 5

KLA: HSIE

SYLLABUS: HSIE K-6; History 7-10

AVAIL: Paper $24.95 SCIS 908283

Jacaranda primary atlas. [map]

Jacaranda Wiley, 1997

ISBN 0701633530 [912]
An excellent atlas for primary students, this resource is
thoughtfully presented and sturdy. There are three main sec-
tions: skills (including the site of Sydney Olympic Games
2000); Australia; and world. Each map is accompanied by
thematic activities: a settlement map of Australian Capital
Territory is opposite an aerial photograph of Canberra; Tas-
mania faces an Aboriginal perspectives page about Great
Dog Island; and Africa is accompanied by flags of African
nations. A clever, illustrated glossary of geographic terms
is featured on the front endpaper. I. McLean

USER LEVEL: Stage 3

KLA: HSIE

SYLLABUS: HSIE K-6

AVAIL: Paper $22.95

EVAL: Highly recommended SCIS 908208

A New Holland mini series. [series]
New Holland, 1997

Each book in this compact and informative series promotes
a different aspect of Australia. Whether it is a capital city, a

state or the geographical heartland, these books provide
beautiful photographs with detailed captions. Simple and
descriptive headings are expanded in the accompanying
text to provide some factual details about each photograph.
The usual well known and popular destinations are evident
as well as some less significant attractions. This series would
be a good resource for HSIE and related work, and provides
students with a neat, guide book style learning resource.
This is a useful series for classroom discussion. D. Roberts

USER LEVEL: Stage 2 Stage 3

KLA: HSIE

SYLLABUS: HSIEK-6

AVAIL: Paper $4.95 each

Titles in this series include:

Perth SCIS 916087
Red Centre SCIS 916076
Victoria SCIS 916068
WALKER, Susan

Ancient faces: mummy portraits from Roman
Egypt.

British Museum Press, 1997

ISBN 07141098%4 [932]

Great works of art and important his-

torical and cultural sources, the items

catalogued in this scholarly collection

are breathtaking. The Roman period

in Egypt witnessed a decline in the

complex funerary practices for which

the ancient Egyptians are renowned.

A persistent custom, however, was the

creation of a portrait, painted on

wooden panels, and inserted over the

mummy wrappings of the deceased.

The careful analysis of the portraits offered in this elegant
volume gives valuable insight into many aspects of life in
Roman Egypt, and reflects on the cultural significance of the
works too. Although of limited relevance in terms of syl-
labuses, this is nevertheless a beautiful demonstration of the
usefulness of primary evidence. J. Donovan

USER LEVEL: Stage 6

KLA: CA; HSIE
SYLLABUS: 2U/3U Ancient History; 2U Visual Arts
AVAIL: Paper $52.00 SCIS 906197
MACDONALD, Fiona

The ancient Greek facts of life.

Macdonald Young, 1997 (Facts of life)

ISBN 0750022469 [938]
Designed for younger readers, this is a simple but effective
introduction to ancient Greece. The stylised presentations
offer effective methods of history teaching for primary edu-
cation. With one error to be corrected, (Aphrodite is called
Venus) students can gain a broad understanding of aspects
of ancient Greek culture, and basic knowledge through the
facts, via a number of key events or domestic life. The draw-
ings are accurate and augment the text. Teachers may use
this book most effectively as part of a wide study of Greek
city-states, as it shows change over time and differences
across political boundaries. C. Dorbis

USER LEVEL: Stage 2 Stage 3 Stage 4

KLA: HSIE

SYLLABUS: HSIE K-6 History 7-10

AVAIL: $26.95 SCIS 907743
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New perspectives. [series]

Wayland, 1997

Each title in this series deals with a land-

mark episode in modern history. Each

book follows the same format, a neutral

treatment of the background to the event,

detail of the event itself and finally, its con-

sequences. The events are distressing, but

the commentary is detached, with numer-

ous photographs and quotations provid-

ing realism without sensationalism. Infor-

mation is presented in sufficient depth to allow a clear
understanding of the event and is enhanced by photographs,
reproductions of propaganda posters, appropriate maps,
and a time line. This is a series of quality. L. Monticone
USER LEVEL: Stage 3 Stage 4 Stage 5

KLA: HSIE

SYLLABUS: HSIE K-6; History 7-10

AVAIL: $26.95 each

Titles in this series include:
Hiroshima and Nagasaki
The war in former Yugoslavia

SCIS 914775
SCIS 914779

WOODING, Jonathan

The Vikings.

Lansdowne, 1997

ISBN 1863025235 [948]

The reputation of the Vikings as a barbaric cultural group
is challenged in this fresh approach to a stereotyped peo-
ple. Based as firmly in fact as possible, and revealing aspects
of culture and contributions to other European culture oth-
erwise overlooked, this book presents evidence of and gives
recognition to the political and social structures, arts and
maritime skills of the Vikings. Reference is also made to their
rich mythology and its place in explaining the character of
the race. This is a well researched and attractively present-
ed book, with a wealth of photographs of primary source
material validated by the listing of the source of each pic-
ture. L. Bowring

USER LEVEL: Stage 4 Stage 5

KLA: HSIE

SYLLABUS: History 7-10

AVAIL: $24.95 SCIS 908109
MARSHALL, Kathryn

Indira Gandhi.

Exley, 1997 (Women achievers in politics)

ISBN 1850154775 [954.04]
An informative and user friendly guide to the life and times
of Indira Gandhi, this focuses on the influences which
shaped her rise to power and her impact on the politics of
her country, India. Although not set out in chapter format,
the information is consistently organised into short blocks
with bolded headings. Photographs, most in colour, feature
on each page, and blue columns down the side of each page
highlight specific information. A detailed timeline and glos-
sary ensure easy accessibility to the information. The depth
of information and reading level required make it more
suited to secondary students, although competent senior
primary students would also find it a useful resource. J.
Anderson

USER LEVEL: Stage 3 Stage 4

KLA: HSIE
SYLLABUS: HSIE K-6; History 7-10
AVAIL: $16.95 SCIS 915265

Voyages of discovery. [series]

Macdonald Young, 1997

Beautifully designed and illustrated, these well researched
books on exploration and explorers (both famous and less-

er known) are engaging and fascinating. Each title, witha .

clarity of text, takes an historical perspective, following the
various quests by adventurous humans to demystify the
continents and their resources. Maps

marked with exploratory routes, a time

line, labelled colour illustrations and

detailed captions are also included.

There is sensitivity evident in the han-

dling of issues concerning: recognition

of the rights of the world’s indigenous

peoples; modern attitudes to slavery;

artefacts; and use of current preferred

terms, for example Inuit rather than

Eskimo. I. McLean

USER LEVEL: Stage 3 Stage 4 Stage 5
KLA: HSIE

SYLLABUS: HSIE K-6; History 7-10
AVAIL: $26.95 each

EVAL: Highly recommended
Titles in this series include:

Exploring Africa

Exploring the polar regions

SCIS 917668
SCIS 917666

MCQUEEN, Humphrey

Suspect history.

Wakefield, 1997

ISBN 1962544107 [994]
How should history be told? What constitutes a valid his-
torical argument? Or how do revisionists change the mean-
ing of the evidence? Some of the core questions which make
up the discipline of historiography are raised by this work.
McQueen presents powerful arguments about how the polit-
ical debates between Labor and Liberal of the 1990s are jus-
tified by differing historical interpretations. The arguments
are against the conservative position, and have an eye on
the history of the future as much as the past. The links
between past, present and future are given academic analy-
sis and conclude with a broad understanding that we have
to face our past, which is both horrific and heroic, to go for-
ward as a nation. C. Dorbis

USER LEVEL: Stage 6 Professional

KLA: HSIE

SYLLABUS: 2U/3U Modern History

AVAIL: Paper $16.95

EVAL: Highly recommended SCIS 909009
DUGAN, Michael

Australia’s children. [series]

Macmillan, 1997

An attractive series, these works develop a comprehensive,
well-researched and accessible social history of Australian
children. Objective and honest in tone, though often
restrained, they are not particularly class-based. However,
some groups are looked at separately where appropriate: Abo-
riginal children; migrants; orphans; contemporary street kids;
and others. There are recurring themes: work; health; food;
entertainment; clothes; and education. In these, the series
demonstrates an enormous change over time, implying, rather
than specifying, changing social attitudes towards childhood.
Each book is thoroughly illustrated with photographs and
occasional drawings, although the appropriateness of a few

captions to the illustrations is arguable. The text is authorita-

tive and information rich, and provides useful material for

discussion of child protection issues. G. Spindler

USER LEVEL: Stage 3 Stage 4

KLA: HSIE; PDHPE

SYLLABUS: 2U Aboriginal Studies; HSIE K-6;
History 7-10; PDHPE K-6

AVAIL: $24.95 each

Titles in this series are:

The convict years 1788-1830 SCIS 907328
The spread of settlement SCIS 913021
The golden years 1850-1890 SCIS 908795
A century turns 1890-1914 SCIS 908794
Children in wartime SCIS 913933
The population boom 1946-1970 SCIS 913957
The recent past 1970- SCIS 913673

Karijini Mirimirli: Aboriginal histories from the
Pilbara.

/ edited by Noel Olive. Fremantle Arts Centre
Press, 1997

ISBN 186368204X [994.1]

Noel Olive is a non-Aboriginal person who has collected
and edited this collection of living narratives with the per-
mission of the Karijini people living in the Pilbara region of
Western Australia. He has compiled these interviews with
dignity and sensitivity. The interviews take the reader from
the 1920s to the present day, from displacement to determi-
nation, as people return to the country and nurture their
culture. The interviews delve into the impact of colonisa-
tion and the government policies forced upon Aboriginal
people. As the struggle continues for survival, the Karijini
people are determined to build a better future for themselves
and their children. T. Rudd

USER LEVEL: Stage 5 Stage 6 Professional

KLA: HSIE

SYLLABUS: 2U Aboriginal Studies

AVAIL: Paper $19.95 SCIS 915252

NICHOLSON, John
Kimberley warrior: the story of Jandamurra.
Allen & Unwin (True stories/A little ark book)
ISBN 1863738614 [994.103]
The story of Jandamarra as told in the oral histories of the
Bunuba peoples is presented in this resource. A collaboration
between the Bunuba Elders and Nicholson, it shows the Rec-
onciliation process at the grass roots. Nicholson is able to
maintain Jandamarra’s spirit, his Aboriginality, and fight for
justice in the way the book is structured, which reflects the
lines of the telling. Broken into segments which are mini sto-
ries in themselves, the struggle of the late nineteenth cen-
tury of the Bunuba peoples is brought alive. With good
maps, and lists of key events and people, this work can be
used in the classroom in many ways. C. Dorbis
USER LEVEL: Stage 3 Stage 4 Stage 5 Stage 6
Professional
KLA: English; HSIE
SYLLABUS: Aboriginal Studies 7-10;
2U Aboriginal Studies; English 7-10;

HSIE K-6
AVAIL: Paper $9.95
EVAL: Highly recommended SCIS 897330

KIDD, Rosali
The way we civilise: Ab
untold story. o

University of Queensland Press, 1997 (UQP paper-
backs) e

ISBN 070222961X [994.304]

Through Queensland government documents, the history
of colonialism in Queensland is revealed by this resource.
Kidd has used records of the Queensland ‘Department of
Aboriginal and Islander Affairs to validate the arguments
that Australia does have a black history. For example, a quote
from The Queenslander of May 1880, which endorses exter-
mination of Aboriginal people, reflected the policies and
practices of many if not all Queensland governments. Kidd
uses the evidence to promote knowledge and understanding
of how the past injustices impact on contemporary Australia.
Marcia Langton provides a personal view of how the poli-
cies and practices affected her people. C. Dorbis

USER LEVEL: Stage 6 Professional

1al affairs, the

KLA: HSIE
SYLLABUS: 2U Aboriginal Studies,
2U/3U Legal Studies
AVAIL: Paper $19.95
EVAL: Highly recommended SCIS 906128

Attenborough’s Antarctic. [computer software]
BBC Multimedia, 1997
ISBN 0563559055 [998]

There are no disappointments with this CD-ROM. The pho-
tography is superb, shown to great advantage in both snap-
shots and video sequences filmed to enable the user to inves-
tigate this harsh environment during each selected season of
the year. Guided tours by Attenborough provide an excellent
depth of information on the Frozen continent; Lifestyle;
Breeding; Feeding; Survival; and Migration patterns of the
many animals and plant life species (both on land and in
the water) included in the previews. The Antarctic map, one
of the main icons, allows the user to select locations on the
mainland or surrounding islands and then investigate spe-
cific species. A visit to the research centre provides card
indexes on species, quests to challenge one’s knowledge of
the history, geography or biology of the area, a visual
overview of explorers’ notes on the region and a camera
option to create your own slide show. This is a comprehen-
sive resource that would suit units on the Antarctic.
E. Maxwell

Minimum requirements

Windows 95/3.1: SMB RAM

USER LEVEL: Stage 3 Stage 4 Stage 5 Stage 6

KLA: HSIE; Science

SYLLABUS: Geography 7-10; 2U Geography;
HSIE K-6; Science & Technology K-6;
Science 7-10; 2U Science

AVAIL: $65.00 Roadshow SCIS 908165
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Professional reading

Resources are in Dewey order.

RASSMUSSEN, Greta

Are they thinking? a thinking-skills program for
the primary years. -

Hawker Brownlow, 1997

ISBN 1864015853 [153.4]

An easy to implement program of short

thinking skills exercises, which are

interesting and motivating, is present-

ed in this resource. It contains analyti-

cal, problem solving tasks which

demonstrate variety and originality.

Each activity includes a one page

reproducible sheet, which could also

be used as an overhead. The activities

are humorous and thought provoking,

and are introduced by short lesson

scripts for the teacher. The book is a useful curriculum sup-
port for a variety of KLAs. Challenge your Stage 2 and Stage
3 students with this simply presented and easy to use ref-
erence, and promote the processes of thinking within your
class. D. Roberts

USER LEVEL: Professional

KLA: English; Mathematics; ST

SYLLABUS: English K-6; Mathematics K-6;
Science and Technology K-6

AVAIL: Paper $49.95
EVAL: Highly recommended SCIS 919312
ATHANASOU, James A.

Introduction to educational testing.

Social Science Press, 1997

ISBN 1876033487 [371.2]
The chapters in this text offer brief but basic introductions to
arange of topics in testing, aimed at a wider audience than
school-based educators. It contains a glossary and review
questions at the end of each chapter, and has a personal,
easy to read tone. However, the back cover states that read-
ers will gain an introduction to item response theory which
is used in the Basic Skills Tests, but the text itself tells us that
this is beyond the scope of this book. This is then unfortu-
nately a misleading claim, which may draw an audience to
the book who will be disappointed. Another omission, if the
text is to have much practical use, is a chapter on test design.
J. Donovan

USER LEVEL: Professional

AVAIL: Paper $29.95 SCIS 913126

ZAMMIT, Katina

The PETA guide to homework: a handbook for
parents and teachers.

Primary English Teaching Association, 1997
ISBN 187562225X [371.3028]
Beginning with the recognition that

most primary school children will be

given homework at some point, this

handbook provides advice and sug-

gestions for parents, carers and teach-

ers about ways of managing home-

work. The first section deals with the

purposes of homework, making the

point that most homework reinforces

what is going on in class. The next sec-

tion, for parents, deals with the ways

parents can make different types of homework easier. The
final section, for teachers, discusses such issues as home-
work contracts and alternatives to routine homework.
Homework can be difficult for both parents and teachers,
but this book is full of ideas to make it more effective. A.
Soutter

USER LEVEL: Community Professional

AVAIL: Paper $9.00 PETA members $12.00 non-

members :
EVAL: Highly recommended SCIS 913944
HALL, Deryn

Assessing the needs of bilingual learners: living
in two languages.

Fulton, 1995 (Resource material for teachers)

ISBN 1853463329 [371.97]

The relationship between learning difficulties issues and
second language learning issues, their differences and
apparent areas of overlap, is the main focus of this resource.
The materials reflect a British educational setting; however,
many of the areas addressed are relevant to the Australian
context. The research and theoretical underpinnings relat-
ed to assessing the needs of bilingual learners are presented
succinctly, with a references and further readings section for
those wanting more detail and depth. The author suggests
some practical ways to put theory into practice, both in
assessment and design of classroom activities, for students
in early primary to middle secondary classrooms. S. Brem-
ner

USER LEVEL: Professional
KLA: LOTE

SYLLABUS: LOTEK-6
AVAIL: Paper $34.95 Global Language Books
EVAL: Highly recommended SCIS 907636

FIELD, Carol & LALLY, Margaret

Planning for progress: an early years curriculum
framework.

Learning Design, 1996

ISBN 187392836X [372]
Developed within the context of the British school system,
this very practical publication aims to support practitioners
in developing more detailed curriculum frameworks to meet
the needs of students between three and five years of age.
Clearly based on the premise that the early years of school-
ing constitute a distinctive phase of education requiring a
specialised, developmentally appropriate approach to cur-
riculum planning, this resource provides specific teaching
and learning support in order to achieve this end. The pub-
lication can be easily accessed, as it is presented in a well
organised ring binder with each section separated by lami-
nated pages with labelled tabs indicating the six curriculum
areas. L. Rowles

USER LEVEL: Professional

KLA: CA; English; HSIE; Mathematics;
PDHPE; ST
AVAIL: $39.95 Global Language Books
SCIS 913358
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SEARLE, Rick & MARKLAND, Jason

Searching for excellence: profiles of quality and
innovation in Australian schools.
[videorecording]

A joint initiative of Queensland University of
Technology, Edward de Bono, Visual Learning and
EDNET Consulting, 1997 (43min.)

ISBN none [379.1]

Focusing on quality teaching and learning, with particular
emphasis on middle schooling and lifelong learning, this
professional development resource provides practical and
well constructed strategies for reflecting on and changing
classroom practice. Case studies are relevant to Australian
curriculum initiatives and emerging educational issues for
Australian teachers including: negotiated curriculum; inte-
grating information technology; and curriculum and authen-
tic assessment. The video is divided into segments ideal for
constructing focus sessions for professional development
for individual teachers, small groups or whole school com-
munities. The case studies could be used by teams of teach-
ers, as a basis for action research, by adapting the ideas and
processes to their own classroom to improve student learn-
ing outcomes. F. Plummer

USER LEVEL: Professional

AVAIL: $65.00 Queensland University of
Technology
EVAL: Highly recommended SCIS 918004

Early literacy: practices and possibilities. [series]
Dept. for Education and Children’s Services, SA 1997
ISBN none [428.007]

A comprehensive early literacy package, these South Aus-
tralian resource books support students, particularly those
from low socio-economic backgrounds. Its excellent balance
of research and practice and its emphasis on the socio-cul-
tural context of language learning, explicit teaching and crit-
ical reflection make the contents easily transferable to the
current literacy focus in NSW schools. The materials pro-
vide in-depth treatment of some of the key literacy chal-
lenges for schools: understanding the nature of literacy,
selecting and adapting strategies; assessing literacy; aligning
whole school practices; and training and development. This
resource would prove invaluable for whole schools, leaders
or classroom teachers to access flexibly in response to the
dynamic literacy needs of their schools. L. Rowles

USER LEVEL: Early Stage 1 Stage 1 Stage 2 Stage 3
Professional

KLA: English

SYLLABUS: English K-6

AVAIL: $95.00 Curriculum resources SA

EVAL: Highly recommended SCIS 901292

Titles in this series are:

Understanding and planning for literacy

SCIS 901287
Selecting and adapting teaching strategies

SCIS 901288
Literacy assessment and achievement

SCIS 901289
Working together: examples of whole school practice

SCIS 901290
Training and development

SCIS 901291

McFARLANE, Katherine

Sequential spelling strategies in context.

Pascal, 1997 (Spelling works! Year 3)

ISBN 1864412615 [428.1076]

The focus of this book is on developing strategies for assist-
ing students to spell new words, within the context of a vari-
ety of reading and writing activities. This is done through a
series of texts which, over four sets of eight units, tell sto-
ries or relate factual information. The words to be studied are
taken from the texts. There are a variety of activities, but no
real attempt to explicitly teach spelling strategies. The book
supplies grammar activities which are related to the texts
but not contextualised within them. Assessment is addressed
by a review at the end of eight units. Some terminology used
is not consistent with the English K-6 Syllabus. B. Spence

USER LEVEL: Professional

KLA: English

SYLLABUS: English K-6

AVAIL: Paper $7.95 SCIS 916069
BUXTON, Cecile

Language activities for bi-lingual learners.
Tower Hamlets Language Support System, 1994
ISBN 1873928122 [428.2]

A small portion of this user friendly British resource is not
relevant to the Australian context, but the book is most
worthwhile for the support it does offer busy teachers. Prac-
tical strategies for meeting the language learning needs of
bilingual students are suggested, with links made to why
these activities are beneficial for the learner’s language
development. There are some examples provided, as well
as guidelines for teachers to consider when designing activ-
ities. The lack of any comprehensive reference section might
be a deterrent to those teachers who are interested in the
research and theory behind the materials. S. Bremner

USER LEVEL: Stage 1 Stage 2 Stage 3 Professional
KLA: LOTE

SYLLABUS: LOTEK-6

AVAILABLE: Paper $19.95 Global Language Books
EVAL: Highly recommended SCIS 907669

SHELL, Robin

Language works: language and literacy
development in the multi-lingual classroom.

Learning by Design, 1992
ISBN 1873928793 [428.2]

For those teachers wanting more detailed information about
how to use activities such as shared reading and shared writ-
ing in the primary classroom, this English publication will
be a welcome resource. The target audience is teachers of
bilingual students; the practical suggestions are accompa-
nied by concise rationales as to how each particular class-
room practice supports the language development of stu-
dents in English and their first language. Photographs and
illustrated examples complement the easily accessed text.
The definition of core books, and their suggested uses will
be a helpful guide for building up a collection which meets
the needs of students from various linguistic backgrounds.
S. Bremner

USER LEVEL: Stage 1 Stage 2 Stage 3 Professional

KLA: English; ST; HSIE
AVAILABLE: Paper $34.95 Global Language Books
EVAL: Highly recommended SCIS 907635
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SHELL, Robyn

Language works 2: strategies for effective

learning.

LBTH Learning Design, 1997

ISBN 1873928505 [428.2]

This book was compiled from notes taken from lectures,

workshops and seminars at a two day conference on the

teaching of spelling, grammar and standard English in Eng-

land in 1992. The ideas presented could be incorporated in

any classroom writing program where spelling and gram-

mar are explicitly taught, and not left to chance. The book

would be particularly useful for teachers of Stage 1 students

who have English as a second language, as the ideas and

strategies were developed with bilingual students. B. Spence

USER LEVEL: Professional

KLA: English

SYLLABUS: English K-6

AVAIL: Paper $24.95 Global Language Books
SCIS 913366

Wild Daisies early readers. Frog series.
Wild daisies, 1996
ISBN 1877155004 [428.6].

The twenty four texts in this series, with Zip the frog as the
delightful, central character, are designed to develop reading
skills in non-readers. They are Reading Recovery levelled
at emergent level, slightly graded, and sequenced. Twenty
three high frequency basic words are introduced and rein-
forced. These words, and the total number of words per text,
are identified on the back cover. Each page contains only
one interest word, clearly represented in the accompanying
illustration. Beginning readers will be very well supported
by the repetitive, highly predictable text patterns and the
colourful, humorous illustrations. The teacher’s manual is
filled with a diverse range of practical activities. J. Stratford
USER LEVEL: Early Stage 1 Stage 1
KLA: English
SYLLABUS: English K-6
AVAIL: Paper 24 books $94.80 Teacher’s manu-
al $19. Blake
EVAL: Highly recommended

Also available:
Teacher’s manual

SCIS 906254

SCIS 905399

WILSON, Belinda
Wheat resource kit. [kit]
Kondinin, 1997 (The workboot series)
ISBN 187606806X [633.1]
An excellent resource, this kit is com-
prised of an information book on wheat,
lesson notes and activity pages, games
and a wheat sample. The book is delight-
fully illustrated and covers all aspects of
wheat production—from the farm to the
market place. The lesson notes and activ-
ity pages are cross referenced, which
makes them easy to incorporate into pro-
grams across key learning areas. Whilst primarily a resource
directed at junior students, the worksheets are easily adapt-
ed to any stage of education. The activities are fun and imag-
inative and very easy to understand. K. Heap
USER LEVEL: Stage 3 Stage 4 Stage 5 Professional
KLA: ST; TAS -
SYLLABUS: Science & Technology K-6;
Agriculture 7-10
AVAIL: $49.00

EVAL: Highly recommended SCIS 914240
SIMON, Elizabeth

Writing in the right direction: explicit teaching
of written genres.

Macmillan Education, 1997

ISBN 0732941199 [808]

Teaching about genres is integral to language and literacy
teaching. This book demonstrates one teacher’s program in
a Stage 1 classroom. The book addresses the genres of poet-
1y, letter writing, recount, narrative and descriptive report.
Specific skills, for example using descriptive words and edit-
ing, are developed in each unit. This book deals only with
limited forms of poetry, and the letter as a personal recount.
Teachers in NSW need to be aware that in the context of the
revised English K-6 syllabus, the writing forms of poetry
and letters can achieve a range of purposes, and therefore
take on the language features of a number of text types. The
scope and sequence of text types within the English K-6 syl-
labus does not require students to independently write nar-
ratives at Stage 1. P. Hutton

USER LEVEL: Professional

KLA: English

SYLLABUS: English K-6

AVAIL: Paper $19.95 SCIS 913981
DAHLBERG, Moira

Stories unlimited: an imaginative writing game.
Wizard, 1996
ISBN 1875739556 [808.3]

This kit of 120 stimulus cards and instruction booklet aims
to assist students to write more effective narratives. The
cards are clearly presented and cover the essential compo-
nents of a narrative, character, setting and event. Another
set is labelled genre, and suggests the different kinds of nar-
rative, for example fairy tale, science fiction or thriller, that
students might write. The final set suggests special condi-
tions which might apply to the text. Whilst titled a game,
this set would provide a useful stimulus for students’ writ-
ing. The suggested group and class activities address par-
ticular aspects of narrative writing in ways which will
engage students. P. Hutton

USER LEVEL: Stage 2 Stage 3 Stage 4 Professional

KLA: English

SYLLABUS: English K-6; English 7-10

AVAIL: $29.95 SCIS 903747
BERRIDGE, Beth

Investigating fiction: literature-based activity
cards.

Prim-Ed, 1997

ISBN 1864003030 [808.307]

The activities in this book, aimed at primary students, are
collected around a series of student work cards based on
Bloom’s Taxonomy. There are twelve cards for each of
Bloom’s six levels. Each card details generic tasks for inde-
pendent readers to undertake using whatever literary text
they are reading. It is this generic nature of the tasks that
would make them unsuitable to stand alone as independent
reading activities. Not all tasks are suitable for all books.
Teachers would need knowledge about which books their
students are reading to help them select a suitable card. B.
Spence

USER LEVEL: Professional

KLA: English
SYLLABUS: English K-6
AVAIL: Paper $19.50 SCIS 906206
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SIMON, Elizabeth

Critical literacy in the primary classroom.
Macmillan Education, 1997

ISBN 0732941202 [808.8]
Developing critical literacy skills is an

essential part of any literacy program,

and this book aims to assist teachers of

Stage 1 and Stage 2 students to imple-

ment a critical literacy program. It is par-

ticularly useful for teachers who have not

previously considered this aspect of their

reading program. Strategies to develop

students’ questioning skills as an essential

ingredient of critical literacy are highlighted. A detailed pro-
gram including links to other curriculum areas and student
work samples provides teachers with a high level of sup-
port. P. Hutton

USER LEVEL: Professional

KLA: English; PDHPE
SYLLABUS: English K-6; PDHPE K-6
AVAIL: Paper $21.95 SCIS 913975

Who reviews?

Reviewers for Scan and the DET Web site are selected
from teachers and teacher-librarians across the state. In
this issue, they included the following, who are teacher-
librarians unless otherwise indicated:

Judith Anderson, North Sydney Primary
Kristin Ashley, VA, Newcastle High
Ghislaine Barbe, LOTE, Cherrybrook Technology High
Rosemary Bodlay, Telopea Primary

Bill Bowie, English, Dulwich High

Liz Bowring, secondary teacher librarian
Sue Bremner, SEO2, ESL

Megan Brooks, secondary teacher-librarian
Meredith Brooks, AP, Martins Gully Primary
Jill Buckley, SEO1, Training & Development
Nell Chaffey, Tamworth Primary

Katharine Chauncy, Sutton Forest Primary
Jenny Donovan, SEO1, Literacy Assessment
Chris Dorbis, SEO1, Aboriginal Studies
Diana Doust, STLD, Lismore High

Jan Eade, Turramurra North Primary

Ruth Elston, Lane Cove Primary

Colleen Foley, SCIS Review Coordinator

Kevin Gardner, Coordinator, State Equity Centre

Anne Gates, SEO2, Drug Education

Marion Hamlyn, Wollongong High

Karen Heap, Science/TAS, Muirfield Technology High
Rachael Hughes, LOTE, Berkeley Vale Community High
Bronwyn Hull, Goulburn High

Penny Hutton, SEO2, Middle Years/Literacy

Suzanne Leslie, Lindfield Primary

Marjorie Lobban, Peter Board High

Daniel Low, TAS, Epping Boys’ High

Elizabeth Maxwell, Cherrybrook Technology High

Ian McLean, Scan editor

Ross Mildenhall, LOTE, Newcastle High

Lea Monticone, secondary teacher-librarian

Rebecca Murray, Blacktown South Primary

Jennifer Nisbet, Sydney Secondary Distance Ed.

Nigel Paull, Grafton South Primary

Frances Plummer, Social Science/SEQO1, Training &
Development

Sally Rasaiah, Waitara Primary

Beverley Richardson, teacher-librarian/literature specialist
Darryl Roberts, South Grafton Primary

Lorraine Rowles, Project Officer, Literacy

Thelmerie Rudd, SEO1, Student Services

Cathy Sly, English/Drama, Barrenjoey High

Wendy Smith, Tamworth Primary

Alison Soutter, Project Officer, Student Welfare

Bill Spence, SEO2, English

Graham Spindler, Parliamentary Education Liaison
Officer

Margaret Steinberger, secondary teacher-librarian
Jenny Stratford, Literacy Consultant

Laurence Ward, DP, Carlton Primary

Jenny Watts, secondary teacher-librarian

Kerry Wellham, Norfolk Island Central

Daniel Wilson, TAS, Plumpton High

Helen Wyatt, SEO2, VA, BOS

What teacher-librarians say about Scan
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COLUMNS

District Network News

ASLA NSW

EEE

Publications’

Children’s Book Council of Australia

Aboriginal art. [series] 76

Ali Baba and the forty thieves. 70

Aliens in school. 62

Alphabet spook! spine-tingling verse. 78

Ancient faces: mummy portraits from
Roman Egypt. 79

ancient Greek facts of life., The 79

animal world of Professor Oz and |zze.
[videorecording] , The 73

Are they thinking? a thinking-skills pro-
gram for the primary years. 82

Art of the electronic age. 76

Artificial breeding of cattle: a practical
guide. 75

Assessing the needs of bilingual learners:

living in two languages. 82
Atlantis. 64

Attenborough’s Antarctic. [computer soft-
ware] 81

Australia’s children. [series] 80
Australian 123. 72

Australian mosaic: an anthology of multi-
cultural writing. 78

Australian pig housing series. [series] 75

Australian reptiles. [series] 73

Australian sport through time: the history
of sport in Australia. 77

Australians at work. [series] 70

bear's lunch., The 55

Better than blue. 65

Blueback. 67

Boy in a storm at sea. 61

Boys will be boys. [videorecording] 70

Buddha head. , The 66

Burning for revenge. 65

Cairo Jim and the quest for the Quetzal
Queen: a Mayan tale of marvels. 61
case of the smelly armpit: (and other sci-

entific mysteries). , The 72

Chasing shadows: the art of Kathleen
O’Connor. 77

Chinese character tutor. [computer soft-
ware] 71

Chronicle of the Popes: the reign-by-reign
record of the papacy from St Peter to
the present. 68

Chrysalis. 64

Clay in the classroom. 76
Collected stories. 62
computer age. , The 69
Cotton. 75

Crew'’s 13 classic tales of the macabre
and fantastic. 63

Critical literacy in the primary
classroom. 85
Darkfall: book one of the legendsong. 63
Desert Dan the dunnyman. 58
Desert dog. 61
doll., The 59

B RESOURCES 17/2: TITLE

dream come true., A 60

E-mail murder mystery. 63

Early literacy: practices and possibilities.
[series] 83

Earth quest. [computer software] 72

Encarta 98 encyclopedia [computer soft-
ware] 67

Excuses, excuses: poems about
school. 78

Feeding the ghosts. 63

Feedlotting notes: a collection of farm
notes. 75

Fellow passengers: collected stories. 64
French experience 1. [kit] , The 71

Getting your message across: the seven
steps to communicating successfully in
every situation. 78

ghosts who waited. , The 60

Glass art. 76

Gorilla granny. 62

great bamboozle. , The 59

Grow seed grow. 73

Gyro kids. , The 60

Hansel and Gretel. 71

haunted lighthouse. , The 61

Houseguest. 65

How our bodies work. [series] 68

How your body works: the interactive

encyclopedia of the human body. [com-
puter software] 74

Identifying and supporting students at risk.
Induction materials. 70

Idiot pride. 67

illustrated book of ballet stories. , The 77
In it up fo here! 66

In your dreams. 57

Indira Gandhi. 80

Influence: Australian voices. 64

Internet: how to get connected and explore
the World Wide Web, exchange news. ,
The 67

Introduction to educational testing. 82

Investigating fiction: literature-based activi-
ty cards. 84

Jacaranda primary atlas. [map] 79

Karijini Mirimirli: Aboriginal histories from
the Pilbara. 81

Kimberley warrior: the story of
Jandamurra. 81

Land of the Magpie Goose people. 68

Language activities for bi-lingual
learners. 83

Language works 2: strategies for effective
learning. 84

Language works: language and literacy
development in the multi-lingual class-
room. 83

Learn Japanese. [computer software] 71
Let's escape. 56

life of my own., A 67..... . .
Lord of the animals: a.native American
creation myth. 68 .. -
Lucky last Luke, 59, ., .
Magic poems. 78 , |
Media: new ways and meanings. 68
Megal.ex Macquarie concise.dictionary.
[computer software] , The 71
Michael Jagamara Nelson. 77
Midnight at the museum. 58
Midnight hour. 66 o
MiniCAD 7. [computer software] 74
Mrs Armitage and the big wave. 55
Mrs Millie’s painting. 58
Ms Wiz, supermodel. 58

My giant activity book: lots of things to do
and learn. 76

My guardian angel. 61

My sister’s a yoyo. 60

New Holland mini series. [series] , A 79
New perspectives. [series] 80

Night of the crocodile. 65

One child. 55

parts gallery and electronic circuits and

components. [computer software] ,
-The 74

Penguin readers. [series] 65

people atlas: peoples and cultures around
the world. , The 69

Period piece. {videorecording] 69

PETA guide to homework: a handbook for
parents and teachers. , The 82

Pied Piper of Hamelin. , The 79

Pioneering spirits: the lives and times of
remarkable women artists in Western
history. 76

Pirate pandemonium. 62

Planning for progress: an early years cur-
riculum framework. 82

Prayer for the twenty-first century. 68

Profitable land care: sustainable farming in
summer rainfall areas. 75

Proudflesh. 66
Rise & shine. 57

Rock raps: five decades of popular
music. 77
Sally’s painting room. 61

seagull who liked cricket. , The 58

Searching for excellence: profiles of quality
and innovation in Australian schools.
[videorecording] 83

secret of Hermitage Isle. , The 60

See for yourself. [series] 69

Sequential spelling strategies in con-
text. 83

Sharks. 73
Sleeping in. 57
Slime time. 60
Smudge. 58
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snake book. , The 73
~ Soldier on the hill. 64
Someone like me. 59

Space: the new interactive encyclopedia.
[computer software] 72

Star navigator. 55

Stephen Biesty's incredible everything. 70

Stories unlimited: an imaginative writing
game. 84

Suspect history. 80
sword of life., The 65
Tadpoles. [series] 59

Tasmanian tiger: the elusive thylacine. ,
The 73

Tenterhooks. 62
tenth hero., The 64

Titanic: the extraordinary story of the
unsinkable ship., The 79

Too big. 59

Tough Lester. 57

two bullies. , The 57

Two of everything. 56

Unterwegs. [computer software] 71
Victor's quest. [sound recording] 59
viewer. , The 56

Vikings. , The 80

Voyages of discovery. [series] 80

War-torn: ordinary lives behind the batile
zone. 69

Watching seagulls. 66

waterdragon and the magpie-goose. ,.
The 78

way we civilise: Aboriginal affairs, the
untold story., The 81

Wendy Stavrianos. 77

What's for lunch? 57

What shall | grow? 75

Wheat resource kit. [kit] 84

Whistle and I'll come. 62
Whoever you are. 56

Wild Daisies early readers. Frog
series. 84

Willy the dreamer. 55

Wind and water. 62

Winter with Susan. 66

Wreck! 63

Writing in the right direction: explicit teach-
ing of written genres. 84

Yikes!: your body, up close. 74

You choose. 65

Your body your baby: women'’s legal rights
from conception to birth. 70

Zapt! 56

B RESOURCES 17/2: AUTHOR

Alexander, Goldie 63
Allen, Pamela 55
Ang, Chin Geok 62
Astley, Thea 62
Athanasou, James A. 82
Baillie, Allan 55, 63
Ballard, Carol 68
Bancroft, Bronwyn 57
Bariow, Alex 76
Bates, Dianne 58
Berridge, Beth 84
Biesty, Stephen 70
Blacker, Terence 58
Blake, Quentin 55
Bond, Royce 72
Boothby, Dennis 75
Browne, Anthony 55
Burke, Janine 59
Buxton, Cecile 83
Carmody, Isobelle 63
Chapman, Jean 70
Cheng, Christopher 55
Chiarelli, Brunetto 69
Clark, Margaret 59
Clarke, Ross 75
Clough, Peter 76
Cole, Babette 56
Costain, Meredith 77
Cowley, Joy 59
Cree, Laura Murray 77
Crew, Gary 56
D’aguiar, Fred 63
Dahlberg, Moira 84
Denton, Terry 56
Dugan, Michael 80
Dumbleton, Mike 56
Edwards, Hazel 63
Elisha, Ron 59
Faulkner, Keith 73

Field, Carol 82
Fleming, Garry 78
Forrestal, Elaine 59
Fox, Mem 56

Frame, Jennifer 69
Freeman, Pamela 59
French, Fiona 68
French, Jackie 59, 64
Gamble, Kim 56
Gibson, Ray 75
Gooding, Janda 77
Greenaway, Frank 73
Hall, Deryn 82
Hamley, Dennis 60
Harris, Christine 57, 60
Harris, Wayne 55
Hathorn, Libby 64
Hendry, Frances Mary 64
Hilton, Nette 57
Holden, Robert 79
Hooke, James 78
Janulewicz, Mike 74
Jensen, Jo 60

Jinks, Catherine 60
Johnson, Vivien 77
Jolley, Elizabeth 64
Kidd, Rosalind 81
Killeen, Gretel 60
Klemm, Barry 64

~ Kroll, Jeri 65

Lally, Margaret 82
Layton, Peter 76
Legge, David 57
Lindsay, Elizabeth 60
Loves, June 61, 70
Lowe, Pat 61

Lurie, Morris 61
Macdonald, Fiona 79
Mackay, Hugh 65

Markland, Jason 83
Marsden, John 65, 68
Marshall, Kathryn 80
Masters, Anthony 61
Maxwell-Stuart, P. G. 68
Maynard, Christopher 73
Mcfarlane, Katherine 83
Mckay, Fiona 69
Mcqueen, Humphrey 80
Mcqueen, James 65
Mcskimming, Geoffrey 61
Mcveity, Jen 65

Miller, David 57
Morgan, Sally 57
Morimoto, Junko 57
Morris, Dave 65
Newman, Barbara 77
Nicholson, John 81
Orr, Wendy 61

Ottley, Matthew 58
Palmer, Martin 70
Philips, Jeremy 78
Pike, Jimmy 61

Popper, Frank 76
Rassmussen, Greta 82
Ray, Jane 71

Rees, Celia 66

Rees, Lesley 58
Remer, Abby 76
Robertson, Deborah 66
Rodgers, Frank 62
Rolland, Will 73
Rosenblatt, Jay 69
Rowe, John A. 58
Saliba, Sue 66
Schembri, Jim 66
Searle, Rick 83

Shell, Robin 83, 84
Silkstone, Barry 73

Simon, Elizabeth 84, 85
Smith, Craig 57
Stanfield, Jeff 69
Steele, Mary 62
Stewart, Colin 68
Straub, Leslie 56
Strong, Jeremy 62
Stubbs, Roy 66
Tan, Shaun 56
Taylor, Nicol 75
Thompson, Peter 66
Tibballs, Geoff 79
Tooley, Mike 74
Trezise, Percy 68
Tucker, Mary 67
Tulloch, Nicholas 78
Turner, Gwenda 72
Ure, Jean 62
Walker, Susan 79
Wilson, Belinda 84
Wilson, Margaret 58
Winton, Tim 67
Wolfe, Pamela 58
Wolfe, Richard 58
Wooding, Jonathan 80
Woolman, Steven 55
Wu, Di 70

Wylie, Peter 75
Zak, Drahos 79
Zammit, Katina 82
Zurbo, Mait 67
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