





elcome to the final edition of Scan for 1997. It has been a big year with Scan
officially growing from 80 to 88 pages, primarily to take account of the intro-
duction of the Internet reviews. The reviews have been so successful that they
have become a regular feature of Scan and have increased in number.

Feedback is a crucial element for keeping us on track with your professional needs. We
would like to know more about you, your professional needs and any comments you may
have about Scan. This information will assist us to produce a better and more relevant
magazine for you. So please take some time to fill in the enclosed survey.

To finish up the year we have a bumper edition focusing on information technology.

As we approach the new millennium, technology is becoming an integral part of our
daily and professional life. The increased use of information technology in schools has
meant that teacher-librarians need to understand the different applications and implica-
tions of technology for their work. This edition of Scan focuses on these areas.

We are very fortunate to have an article by Jennifer Aduckiewcz which discusses some
of the results of the Value In Information Technology and Learning (VITAL) project. She
highlights the importance of developing values in information technology and some of the
issues raised by the project: equitable access to information, the nature of reality, environ-
mental sustainability, computer dependency, intellectual property and societal impact.

Intellectual property, and particularly plagiarism, are real issues when it comes to stu-
dent’s research assignments. The Internet’s access to a wide range of international informa-
tion, makes it easy for technically-abled students to down load information for their
assignments and claim it as their own. Lorraine Bruce provides some strategies to deal with
this problem based on Blooms Taxonomy and different learning styles.

But how do we find the information we want on the Internet? Ross Todd has the
answers with an accessible article about how to effectively use search engines.

The use of the Internet opens up a range of applications for teaching and learning. Di
Wilson discusses some very interesting strategies for developing the library’s information
skills program using Internet resources and research. Wendy Chapman writes about her
experiences of using the Internet to set up an international book discussion between her
school and others via email. Liz Maxwell reminds us not to forget about using other useful
forms of technology, such as phones and faxes, for student research,

On the management front, the regular OASIS support article concentrates on the
important topic of stocktaking.

Besides technology we also have feature articles on the CBCA awards which includes
an interview with James Moloney, the winner of the Older Reader section and reviews by
schools of some of the award winners. For those of you who couldn’t go to the IASL confer-
ence in Canada, Ross Todd and Lorraine Bruce will provide you with a round up of ideas.

The final best practice series has been written by Chris Knight and Anne Walker. They

focus on an alternative approach to information literacy and developing a collaborative cul-

ture, respectively.
On behalf of all of us at Scan, I wish you seasons greetings and a very relaxing break.

Louise Melov
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Michelle Ellis is Senior Curriculum Adviser, Libraries and Information literacy

Agenda 98

The Departmental priorities for 1998 were announced in
Education Week. All schools have received a copy of the
wall chart which lists the priorities for 1998. The release
of the priorities allows schools and the school library pro-
gram to incorporate the system priorities into their plan-
ning for the coming year. Teacher-librarians and school
library programs can contribute a great deal to the
achievement of these priorities.

Priorities which have specific relevance to school libraries

include:

¢ the focus on literacy, numeracy and the development of
technology skills

* participation in the implementation of the new Higher
School Certificate

» promotion of civic responsibility and community

*» support for students through child protection education
and procedures

* development of environmental awareness, understand-
ing and action in students

* support for the effective use of computers to improve
learning

* advancement of Aboriginal education and reconcilia-
tion programs.

School library planning will need to support teaching and

learning programs, and student and staff information

needs in these areas. The response in each area will not be

the same, but will reflect the nature of each priority. In the

case of the implementation of the new Higher School

Certificate, the response may initially consist of a watch-

ing brief on developments to ensure that the process of

planning for resource support of HSC courses matches

the syllabus development.

Literacy is again a major priarity. The information skills

process provides a scaffold on which teaching and learn-

ing programs in the Key Learning Areas can be linked to

the teaching and learning of literacy. Planning is well

under way in the Library and Information Literacy team

to ensure that the connections between literacy, technolo-

gy and information skills will be elucidated in Scan and

other programs. Scan will provide articles in 1998 that

clearly reflect the State Literacy Strategy, for example the

issues involved in the levelling of text. The SCIS review

_ program will provide reviews for many of the plethora of

literacy resources currently being produced by publishers.

Curriculum mapping

Scan has carried a series of articles over the last twelve
months about curriculum mapping. The unit has recently
used the process to map the last three years of Scan V
(1995-7). It has provided the Library and Information
Literacy team with an overview of all that has been cov-
ered in Scan, and a tool for planning in 1998. The map

links articles to the Agenda for each year and shows the
ways in which Scan has supported the Agenda for that
year. It tracks the number of articles that provide a prima-
ry or secondary focus, those that relate to technology,
those that relate to best practice in teaching and learning,
and those that relate to information skills to nominate a
small number of areas we are able to monitor.

As an exercise it mirrors the way in which curriculum
mapping can be a significant tool in showing what the
school library program has achieved in the teaching and
learning program of the school, and what needs to be
planned in the future. In the same way that Scan has
mapped what it is doing in relation to the priorities of the
Department such as Literacy, Technology, Information
skills, and the Agenda for the year, the school library can
show the same involvement in the teaching and learning
program of the school.

SCIS products and services in 1998

Suzette Boyd in the Scan 16/1 article Choosing a revolu-
tion: the role of the information service professional into the
21st century, makes the point that outsourcing cataloguing
results “in the chance for teacher-librarians to develop
new and revolutionary programs”. In order to meet the
demands of Agenda ‘98 some things need to go.
Cataloguing by the teacher-librarian is one thing which
can be dispensed with, without a loss in quality. SCIS
products are a most effective way of outsourcing cata-
loguing, and allowing the teacher-librarian, to develop
“new and revolutionary programs” in relation to
Departmental priorities and the teaching and learning
program of the school.

The new products for 1998, the SCIS Web and the down-
loading CD-ROM will mean that new resources can be
fully catalogued and available for students and teachers
very quickly. The problems of waiting for the ISBN
update will be eliminated by the Web product, since
something cataloguied by the NSW Agency or any other
state agency will be available on the web as soon as the
record is completed.

The OASIS School Technology Support Unit, in conjunc-
tion with the Library and Information Literacy team, is
currently testing the new products to ensure compatibili-
ty with OASIS, and identifying hardware and training
and development needs for schools. Rapid Retrospective
will continue for one more year to ensure that schools
have the hardware necessary for use of the new products.
The Department is currently negotiating with the
Curriculum Corporation on the new products and infor-
mation will be supplied to schools as soon as possible.

This is the last Scan for 1997 so I want to take the oppor-
tunity to wish everyone the best for the remainder of the
year and for the holiday season. I look forward to hearing
from all of you in 1998. M
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“The temptation is to simply dismiss them as completely
ill-disciplined, but we work hard with them at this school.
You let them know just what they can and can’t do and
treat them with a bit of patience, then they are really good
kids. That's what I wanted to do with Harley - the boy’s
just wild because he has never really been disciplined - he
has never been given the boundaries nor the care that he
needed. I thought if he was given some love and attention
by Joy, and supported by Carl who always felt he didn’t
know how to handle him properly, that he would be an
good kid. I have seen a few come through here that have
been helped to turn around.”

READER APPEAL

When James started writing Crossfire , he was inspired to
write a book that would appeal to boys. “ I wasn’t the
slightest bit interested in whether it would appeal to
girls. The difficulties I was having promoting literature
were specific to boys in school. I have got away from that
now and no longer write specifically for boys. A bridge to
Wiseman's Cove isn't directed at boys. In fact I think girls
may enjoy this story more than boys.”

BRIDGING THE GAP

James is passionate about the continuing need for chil-
dren’s literature. “Sometimes I laugh (or cry, I don’t know
which you should do) when an academic gets up or
writes an article saying why children’s literature is a com-
plete farce and shouldn’t exist. If they (the readers) have
gone beyond ‘kiddie’s’ books they should be reading the
great classics.

“1 think these people are out of touch with the need for
some kind of bridging literature for adolescents. I see
myself as a writer for a specific target audience. If I was
writing the same story for an adult audience I would do
things very differently.

“The language I use, the sentence structures, the kind of
symbolism, the length of story and the time I take, are
part of ‘shoe-horning’ the story into a certain space. You
don’t have the luxury of taking three or four pages to
introduce your readers to a particular scene. Sir Walter
Scott would take fifteen pages to introduce a crossroads
in a story where his characters were going to pass by in a
couple of minutes. I'm dealing with a different audience
and you do have to keep that in mind.”

In regard to the future, James will be writing more novels
with male adolescent protagonists.

“1 see a teenage boy finding his first really serious rela-
tionship with a girl breaking up. He has never experi-
enced this before and doesn’t know what to do about it.
He is finding his peer group, football friends, mates just
aren’t up to it. Also, at the same time, I thought I'd coun~
terpoint it with difficulties the boy’s father would have
with his emotions over the impending death of his own
father. From that you will probably gather I have the
story half mapped out in my head. All I need now is time
to write it”. W

Scan asked readers from Koonawarra Public School,
Fairy Meadow Demonstration School and Corrimal
High School what they thought of the 1997 Book of
the Year winners.

Picture book of the year

Not a Nibble.
by Elizabeth Honey

This review was written as a joint construction by
classes 2K and 1/2P with critical comment by three
students from Koonawarra Public School.

Susie, her parents and two brothers and cousin went on a
week’s camping holiday near the beach. Dad and the
boys caught fish every time they went fishing, but Susie
only caught a fish made out of seaweed. Susie was disap-
pointed, depressed and angry, but she didn’t give up, she
kept trying.

At the very last moment of the holiday Susie spotted a
mother whale with her calf. At first no one believed her.

Then the crowd raced down to the pier and were amazed
to see the mother whale leap out of the water.

We liked how Susie was happy and excited because she
spotted the two whales and also the way she danced as
she told everyone her news. She had not caught a fish.
She had a lovely surprise that was even better. When she
returned home we think she probably told her teacher,
friends and family all about her holiday.

The text has funny bits, like Dad’s wake-up call each
morning. Elizabeth Honey's illustrations are colourful
and soft. They are realistic but not 3D.

All children would like this book. We think most second
graders could read it for themselves.

Book of the year: younger readers

Hannah Plus One

~ written by Libby Gleeson, illustrated by Ann James,

Reviewed by the children of 1/2.4, Fairy Meadow
Demonstration School.

1/2.4 have just finished reading Hannah Plus One. We
enjoyed the book because it was fun and made us laugh.
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It also gave us things to talk about. We talked about feel-
ing worried and how it feels when we worry abut things
in our imagination that might not happen, like when
Hannah thought her mother might have twins again.

We enjoyed the happy parts like when the baby was born
and Hannah called her Megan like her imaginary friends.
It was a good story.

We decided to vote on our favourite part. It was when
the rat poo rolled down Mr Claymore’s cheek and on to
his shoe. When we read that bit we cracked up laughing.

Thank you Libby Gleeson for writing this book for us to
enjoy.

Book of the year: older readers

A Bridge to Wiseman’s Cove

by James Moloney

Reviewed by a YR 11 student, Corrimal High School.

One can only feel sorry for the ‘short-changed’ Carl Matt.
He bears the responsibility at a young age and must
always work to keep his family and his life together.
Forced to find his way in the world Carl struggles, but
manages to succeed, not only against his present troubles,
but also against his sad past, and the history and reputa-
tion of his family.

Moloney’s writing is easy going, his description of Carl,
right down to his conscious hand movements, is believ-
able. Moloney’s subject of ‘broken’ families is so often
tragically told in stories such as this, it is a relief to find
that not all have to end badly for the characters, that
maybe some of them will be all right.

I enjoyed the book. It was a thought provoking look into
the sad past of Carl Matt and his family, while at the
same time it delved into the community of Wattle Beach
and Wiseman’s Cove. However, it is Carl’s coming-of-age
and his revealing of the truth at last, which make this
novel something special.

Eve Pownall award for information
books

Killer Plants and How to Grow Them
written by Gordon Cheers and Julie Silk,

illustrated by Marjorie Crosby-Fairall

Reviewed by two YR 10 students, Corrimal High School.

A fun, brightly coloured information book, this would
make a wonderful addition to any school library. The
book is set out in an easy-to-read format which makes it
helpful for general information or school projects.

SCAN Vol 16 No 4 NOVEMBER 1997

FEATURES
The attractive illustrations are labelled, with the key
points of interest and history of each plant in easy-to-read
circles. To help understand the appearance and size of
each plant included is a handy scale and geographical
map to show the plant’s locations around the world.

Simple language is used and difficult words are shown in
bold and further explained in the glossary. Throughout
the book there are many helpful tips for children interest-
ed in growing their own killer plants.

The back pages contain further references for other books
on this subject and the botanical and common names are
given which would be helpful for projects.

An easily understood and entertaining information book
that would be great for schools. H

Encouraging creative
and”talented chlldren ,

. Success thmugh .
a eammg envumﬂment

Aaron Hughes the szxteen-year—old reviewer of
Wiseman’s Cove, has recently won the student
section of the CBCA Mentor Award for Frustrated
Writers 1997 with his short novel for young
adolescents titled Bessie. Aaron is an enthusiastic
and committed writer; one of the success stories to
emerge from the creative writing sessions offered as
part of the literacy programme conducted through
the Learning Centre in the library at Corrimal High
School. In this article Kerry Limon,
teacher-librarian at Corrimal High and Beverley
Richardson, teacher|writer|reviewer currently
working as a facilitator of creative writing, talk
about the programs offered at the learning centre
and its impact on the students.

The Learning Centre was established in 1994. A compre-
hensive secondary school, Corrimal High prides itself on
providing a caring and stimulating school climate. As a
DSP school, the staff were concerned that more should be
done to identify, accelerate and enrich the educational
potential of students with special talents and interests; and
to identify and target with special programmes those who
were experiencing learning difficulties.

It was thought that the Learning Centre would provide an
ideal creative environment. Being part of the library, the
centre would give students access to a wide variety and
level of resources including computers and the Internet, as
well as the services of the STLD teacher, and the librarian
who would be there to assist at all times.

With the cooperation of the staff it was possible to give
small group and individual assistance on the one hand,
and at the same time provide a well resourced study facil-
ity for students at both ends of the spectrum to pursue
work at their own pace with minimal supervision.
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The Learning Centre Co-ordinator liaised with all faculties,
organising extension and remediation programs to best
suit individual student needs, interests and talents.
Contracts, a system of rewards, evaluations and a cross-
referenced data bank of work covering all KLAs formed
part of the organisation.

Through a mentor program, students undertaking courses
outside the school received school-funded assistance. The
mentor program ran for several years with outstanding
success, and a Young Achiever’s Day became an annual
event. Included in the extra-curricular courses have been
writing enrichment programs at Charles Sturt University,
singing, public speaking, art, music and television work.
Funding, staffing and needs will always dictate what the
Learning Centre can offer, but its viability has never been
in question.

To maintain the momentum of creative learning a RAGE
session: Read and Get Educated, was re-introduced in
1995. Students and staff read in silence for 15 minutes fol-
lowing morning roll call. In the junior school it is compul-
sory that the reading material be fiction and “Miss, I need
another RAGE book” has become part of the school ver-
nacular. It has been most rewarding to witness what start-
ed as ‘compulsion’ for some turn into a genuine enjoyment
of reading, and some hitherto hidden ‘readers’ emerge.

To further promote literacy, Year 7 classes are timetabled
into the library not only for a period to learn research and
study techniques, but also for what we term a ‘Reading
Period’. In this time students are introduced to the latest
fiction, are encouraged to pass on their own recommenda-
tions, and to engage in a variety of language work. The
success of this session with Year 7 led us to extend it to Year
8. Each term the classes are withdrawn from a different fac-
ulty area on a fortnightly basis. These periods are all taken
by the teacher-librarian, but the presence of the subject
teacher adds credence to the vital role that literacy plays
right across the curricula, being as important to mathemat-
ics, the sciences, creative arts, PDHPE, as to English. It has
also resulted in more frequent visiting to the library and
more interest by teachers from all KLAs. The ‘trickle-
down’ effect of these periods has become apparent not
only in the increased usage of the library, but also the
Learning Centre.

As a further promotion of our literacy creativity drive we
were able in 1996 to gain the services of a teacher/author
for one, then (as funding became available) two days per
week, and one of our most successful ventures took shape.
Students were given the opportunity to participate in
group creative writing workshops. Their response was
enthusiastic and their output has been most encouraging.
As a result the sessions have achieved a high profile
among staff and students.

At first the writing workshops were conducted with small
groups of interested and talented students in the Learning
Centre, but with student and staff stimulation growing
beyond expectation, sessions have extended into the class-
room with whole class and teacher participation. The phi-
losophy that writing is as natural as talking, and that
everyone can write, is becoming contagious, and as stu-
dents become interested in writing, and the process of
writing, they have become more interested in reading.

Literature is a very important stimulus employed during
the creative writing sessions. Examples shared are drawn
from a wide variety of sources: classical, traditional and
contemporary; and cover many forms and genres includ-
ing picture books and poetry. It has been fascinating to
watch students, sometimes gradually, sometimes in one
gigantic leap, making changes in their reading choices. We
know we must be doing something right when Sonya
Hartnett, Isobel Carmody, Gillian Rubinstein, Catherine
Jinks, John Marsden, James Moloney, Robert Cormier to
name but a few, replace R. L. Stine, Christopher Pike and
Stephen King in the students’ reading diets.

As our creative writing facilitator also wore the cap of
1996-1997 NSW Judge for the CBCA Book of the Year
Awards there have been additional spin-offs. Our students
(along with students from many other schools in the
region) have been part of her ‘child-appeal’ trialing and
testing team for the books entered into the awards. Also
our students have learnt about the judging process first
hand through talks given to all Year 7 and Year 8 classes
during our ‘Reading Periods’. Readings from books
entered for the judging and from the ultimate winners and
Notables List has created much interest in the awards and
in current literature being produced in Australia.

If we are to continue the proud children’s literature tradi-
tion that has been established in Australia, our students
need to be turned on and tuned in to literature and writing.
Our future writers will be drawn from our present youth
and they need every encouragement that we can provide.
We are very proud of Aaron Hughes and his achievements,
but we hope that he is only the first of many of our stu-
dents who will distinguish themselves in the literary field.
He is not the only writer to be identified through our cre-
ative writing program. Other talent has, and continues to,
emerge: our other awards reviewers are just two more of

Bev Richardson with creative writing students

those who are developing as keen writers through the cre-
ative writing program.

Our latest initiative is a writing/reading project targeting
our Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander students. We
have contracted an established Aboriginal artist/teacher to
work with them and the creative writer teacher for two
periods a week. The aim is to enthuse these students about
storying and writing; to share with them stories from their
Dreaming and contemporary writing from Aboriginal
Australians and so encourage them to write towards pub-
lication. We eagerly anticipate their efforts. B
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The water-surrounded campus of the University of British Columbia provided a magnicifent setting for the
26th annual conference of the International Association of School Librarianship (IASL). Ross Todd, Senior
Lecturer, Department of Information Studies at UTS and Suzanne Leslie, teacher-librarian from Lindfield
Public School in Sydney were two of more than 40 Australians to attend this event. In being welcomed to
the conference they were informed: “In Vancouver in summer you do not tan, you rust”. According to Ross
and Leslie the rain deluges during the conference were minor details; the ideas deluge was significant.

The following articles provide different perspectives on the conference. Ross Todd provides an overview of the
conference based on the five P’s: Power, People, Presentation, Priorities and Promises; while Suzanne Leslie
examines the conference from a practicing teacher-librarian’s perspective.

Power, people,
presentation, priorities and
promises from Vancouver,
Canada

Ross Todd is a Senior Lecturer for the Department of
Information Studies at the University of
Technology, Sydney and is a regular editor of the
Scan research column.

Power '

The conference theme ‘Bridging the Gap: Information
Rich but Knowledge Poor’ expressed the essence of the
teacher-librarian’s role: one of enabling young people to
be empowered in meaningful ways by the volume of
information provided for them; and to be able to use this
information constructively in shaping their own futures.

The conference indeed highlighted for me, as Burbles
(1997: 20) so aptly expressed, that “turning information
into knowledge ... is the more time-consuming, intellectu-
ally challenging and potentially controversial process”.
This is the essential challenge of the day-by-day work of
the teacher-librarian.

The conference yet again affirmed that this educative role
must focus on the development of critical and informa-
tion literacies, and ensuring that classroom teachers, not
just teacher-librarians are key players in this develop-
ment. Teacher-librarians cannot, and must not own infor-
mation literacy.

The conference, with over 300 delegates from more than
20 countries, was attended by 40 Australian teacher-
librarians and academics in school librarianship. Given
the international flavour of the conference, it was pleasing

to see so many Australians formally presenting papers in
professional and research forums. There was clear
acknowledgment that Australian teacher-librarians are
leading the way internationally, with papers addressing
the integration of information technology into learning,
and teacher-librarians as school-wide change agents. Paul
Lupton, Head of Information Services at Somerville
House, Brisbane, presented one of the keynote addresses
of the conference.

Australians scooped the IASL awards. The 1997
IASL/SIRS International Commendation Award was pre-
sented to ‘Information Technology in Education Virtual
Conference Teacher-Librarianship Strand’ coordinated by
Lyn Hay and James Henri, and to the Australian School
Library Association for Teaching Information Skills
(CD-ROM).

Australians are also playing a key leadership role in the
work of IASL: Ross Todd has been elected Vice-President
(Special Interest Groups), James Henri as Director for
Australasia, and Judy O’Connell has been appointed as
IASL Newsletter editor.

Presentations

A significant feature of the conference was the First
International Forum on Research in School Librarianship.
It is increasingly clear to me that the day-by-day practice
of teacher-librarians must be informed by current
research, and that they must engage in wider educational
debate of the issues being addressed in this research. The
forum included research on reading habits of primary
students, meeting the drug information needs of adoles-
cents, critical thinking and Internet information evalua-
tion, and learning assessment.

The papers dealt with a wide variety of quantitative and
qualitative research methods, case studies, interviews
and action research. Some abstracts of research papers
have been presented in the Research Column of this
issue of Scan.
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The conference was a wonderful forum for debate, voic-
ing anxieties, and charting a sustainable future. A number
of key questions emerged, and to me these provide a
focus for establishing priorities in schools, and for associ-
ations proving professional development. These include:
How do we continue to foster a love of reading in an age
of technological razzamatazz? How do we confront the
misinformation, malinformation and messy information
of the Internet? How do we ensure the effective transition
of student learing from schools to tertiary education?
How do we enable the more holistic, across-school devel-
opment of critical and information literacies? Is CPPT the
answer to more effectively collaboration with the school
community? How do we effectively assess critical think-
ing, information literacy and problem solving? Is it a mat-
ter of “our patch” versus “their patch”? How do we more
effectively foster tolerance, diversity, difference, rather
than just leaving it up to the books?

Promises

It would be wonderful to see a large contingent of
Australian teacher librarians at the next IASL conference,
to be held in Ramat-Gannear Tel Aviv, Israel on the 5th-
9th July 1998. The conference theme is ‘Education for all:
culture, reading and information’, and the program will
include the Second Annual International Forum on
Research in School Librarianship. A large number of
Israeli teacher-librarians are expected to be present, with
some sessions presented in several languages through
simultaneous translation.

An important development within IASL and ratified at
the Vancouver conference was the establishment of
Special Interest Groups (SIGS). The SIGS are an interna-
tional forum for representing significant professional
interests of the profession. Their main purpose is to
develop a forum for discussion and debate; and the shar-
ing of ideas, information, and implementation strategies
related to defined areas of interest.

Special Interest Groups established are: Advocacy,
Information Literacy, Children’s and Young Adult
Literature, Information Technology, Education for School
Librarianship, International Schools, Literacy (Learning
how to read), and Research.

As IASL Vice President responsible for these SIGS, I will
be working to establish these groups using the IASL
Newsletter and IASL website, primary vehicles for the
exchange of information. Watch the website in particular
for further developments:
<http://www.rhi.hi.is/~anne/iasl.html>

REFERENCE:

Burbules, N. Struggling with the Internet. Campus Review,
7(31), August 13-19, 1997, 20-22.

A teacher-librarian’s
perspective

In this article Suzanne Leslie, from
Lindfield Public School, reports on
some conference presentations that
proved useful to her as a practising
teacher-librarian.

The venue of this year’s IASL Conference at the
University of British Columbia, gave me the perfect excuse
to visit Vancouver, where I had spent an enjoyable year on
exchange as a teacher-librarian in the late eighties.

It was evident at the conference, that Australia was one of
the few English speaking countries to have teacher-librar-
ians in both primary and secondary schools; and that
Australia appears to be well ahead of the rest of the
world in terms of library automation and innovative
teaching strategies in our school libraries.

Thinking criticall

A particularly informative session, with a follow up
workshop, was led by Dr Roland Case from Simon Fraser
University, Vancouver, and looked at helping students
and teachers to think critically, especially in relation to
electronic information. The concept of critical thinking
focuses on the quality of the thinking of students, where-
by problems are competently posed and solved, sound
decisions are reached, issues are identified and resolved,
and enquiries planned and conducted thoughtfully.
Students should know that there are not necessarily right
or wrong answers to some situations; and they should
have the skills to be able to seriously examine the ideas of
others, express their own ideas, assess bias and adequate-
ly consider other viewpoints.

A three pronged approach for teachers and teacher-librar-
ians to promote critical thinking was suggested. Firstly, a
community of thinkers must be built through setting
expectations and opportunities and developing an atmos-
phere in which critical thinking is valued and ideas are
shared. Assignments should have built-in expectations for
students to think through the information, rather then
simply recalling it. Opportunities should be available for
students to confer, inquire, debate and critique. Self and
peer evaluation is a means of enabling students to think
critically about their own work, and teachers should
model practices and demonstrate an open minded atti-
tude, not reaching conclusions with inadequate evidence.

The second prong involves presenting critical challenges
to students. These are tasks presented to students which

require judgement, rather than just the locating of infor-

mation, are interesting to students and are set in the con-
text of the curriculum.

Thirdly, students must be given the tools that are needed
to meet the challenge, so that they are not overwhelmed
by the task’s complexity. These tools include background
knowledge and the skills, such as being able to assess
accuracy, reliability and bias, to make a well informed
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judgement. Students need thinking strategies, such as
information organisation and role taking, and they must
acquire the habits of mind of a careful and conscientious
thinker, such as being open and fair minded and having
a critical attitude.

Critical challenges should be introduced simply and at an
early age. Demonstrations of how this could be done with
young children were given, using picture book stimuli.
Wilfrid Gordon McDonald Partridge, by Mem Fox was
shown as an example, being used as a stimulus for a dis-
cussion on what constitutes a strong memory, followed
by children illustrating and explaining how their strong
memories fitted the criteria.

Poet’s Speak

The charismatic Canadian poet, story teller and school
principal, David Bouchard spoke on another day of his
writing and method of combining his text with the work
of fine artists. He explained how his inspiration is drawn
from the experiences of both the children and adults he
meets. His book The great race, for example, grew from a
Chinese legend told to him by an ESL student and If Sarah
will take me, from the courage of a disabled man who was
unable to live independently. Bouchard demonstrated
through examples of children’s work, how by using the
format of some of his poems, students can make respons-
es to their individual environments and situations.

In another session, Robert Heidbreder, another Canadian
poet and teacher reminded participants that simple play-
ground chants appeal to children and encourage them to
enjoy and play with sounds and rhymes and lead to a
love of poetry. He showed how chants can be used in
classroom activities for young children through skipping,
clapping and action games as well as with classroom
organisational activities, such as lining up or allowing
children to take turns. He has published two books of
simple rhymes, Eenie meenie Manitoba and Don’t eat
spiders.

Translating children’s books

An enthusiastic discussion was led by the Assistant
Professor of Education at the University of Houston-Clear
Lake, Maureen White. She compared children’s books
translated into English, with the Caldecott Award win-
ners of the past six years. Her study showed that
Caldecott winners are large and colourful and have bold
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illustrations, whereas books translated into English by US
publishers, tend to be diverse in their style, particularly in
their use of unusual fonts and surrealistic illustrations.
She believes however, that if there is a seamless transla-
tion from one language into another, literature can be
used as a means to understand other cultures. She sug-
gested that the promotion of translated picture books by
teacher-librarians can give children the opportunity to see
that there are universal themes, such as friendship, the
need for love and hope, the fear of the unknown and the
need for safety.

Conclusion .

Universal problems facing teacher-librarians throughout
the world included cut-backs in funding and the deci-
sions of many school authorities to make teacher-librari-
ans provide an increasing component of the relief from
face-to-face teaching for classroom teachers. Paul Lupton,
from Somerville House, Queensland, in his Theme
Address on the final day, however, ended the conference
on a positive note when he reminded delegates that
focusing on the negative aspects of their situations will
not necessarily win over the support of school staffs and
educational administrators. We as teacher-librarians need
to focus on and publicise our strengths and prove our-
selves to be indispensable resources within our own
schools. W
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Glancing through back issues of

Scan reveals the increasing

importance being placed on

information technology in our

school libraries. Many are now

hooked into school wide computer

networks where Internet access is

expanding. Schools are recognising that the Internet
and other forms of electronic information have
enormous power and potential to inform, challenge
and excite learners. According to Di Wilson,
Deputy Head of Library and Information Services at
Presbyterian Ladies College (PLC) Melbourne, the
expansion of Internet use in the context of school
libraries, offers teachers and teacher-librarian’s the
opportunity to use the collaborative model to
consolidate the importance of skill development in
our students, and to clearly establish the teaching
role of the teacher-librarian. In this article she writes
about developing the library’s Information Skills
Program with teachers and students using Internet
resources for research.

Introduction

The ongoing learning of technical computer skills and the
constant refinement of critical literacy is vital for both teach-
ers and their students. Using the new technologies in
schools we are all learners. There is a real need to devise and
evaluate relevant, effective strategies and frameworks to
facilitate this learning for both teachers and their students,
and more than ever before, the teacher-librarian has a cen-
tral role to play in this. The question for us of course is how?

Over the past two years the college’s Internet connection
and its development has provided many challenges and
opportunities for me as a teacher-librarian. The most chal-
lenging of these has been using my Internet experiences to
create learning experiences for both students and staff that
increase their ability to use the Internet as an effective
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research tool and learning environment. Of most direct rel-
evance to this article is the way I have tried to integrate
Internet use into the library’s skills program.

Developing Technical Competence

Observing students use the Internet in the first months of
the library’s connection, it became obvious that a
minimum level of technical skill was necessary to be in
control of the computer and its software. On the basis of
this observation, during Term 4 1996, 1 trailed an Internet
introduction with two Year 7 classes. It was organised so
that students worked at their own pace over two periods
on three activities that were designed to help acquire these
skills. An important feature of this unit was a help sheet
which gave instructions for

¢ clearing existing bookmarks from Netscape

* adding bookmarks to Netscape

¢ editing bookmarks in Netscape

» saving bookmarks to floppy disk

* saving images to floppy disk

* naming and saving full text documents to floppy disk

» opening Word and Netscape to copy selected text into

the word document
» copying URL’s from Netscape into Microsoft
documents.

This trial was the basis for the Year 7 introduction to the
Internet in 1997. In the first week of Term 2, a three period
Internet introduction for each Year 7 group began. These
sessions took place in the computer laboratories so that
every girl had access to a computer. The three periods
came from geography and form periods—pastoral care
sessions in which study skills and organisation were the
focus for the second term.

The class teachers worked with me during these periods.
Several of these teachers had limited experience with the
Internet. They did the tasks with the girls and shared their
new found expertise with those students who were having
difficulty. The curriculum coordinator, computer aware-
ness teacher and other library staff assisted at times. It was
an interesting learning experience for all. Whilst approxi-
mately one third of the girls in each class had access to the
Internet at home, very few had used search engines and
only three students had used a search engine other than
Yahoo. (The actual activities and the help sheet can be
viewed on the PLC Library Homepage at
http://www.ple.vic.edu.au/Library/unit7.html)

Di Wilson with Yr 7 students beginning the Library Rainforest
research activity.
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To make the activities more relevant for the students I used
sites relating to the next topic they would study in geogra-
phy. The bookmarked sites students saved to disk were
later used in their major library based research activity. The
skills introduced in the Internet introduction have also
been used in both English and science. It appears that the
technical skills have transferred across subjects and we can
begin the more challenging task of creating activities that
develop and refine searching skills and foster the critical
evaluation of material.

The Internet introduction is seen by the staff involved as
part of the student’s orientation to the use of computers at
PLC, and as an extension of the library orientation pro-
gram that takes place for Year 7s in Term 1.

Integrating Internet use with the Library
Skills Program

Using traditional resources, the Library Information Skills
Program focuses on task definition, questioning skills, key
word strategies, skimming, and note taking and evaluation
of material—all key elements of the research process. One
necessary skill, immediately apparent to anyone who has
tried to use search engines, is the need to be able to use key
words to combine, narrow and broaden topics. These are
the same skills necessary to use indexes to current period-
icals and newspapers.

In relation to topics being studied, we have created guide
booklets for using SAGE, Austguide and Media Scan.
These booklets are topic specific and allow the students to
combine words or terms to find relevant information.
Whilst showing how to use the indexes they also introduce
and reinforce key word strategies. Developing these book-
lets has improved both the students and teachers skills,
and has led to further increase in the use of the CD-ROM
network.

The development of these searching skills is directly rele-
vant to students becoming competent Internet researchers.
In science, the improved confidence of teachers using the
electronic indexes has led to two activities being developed
at Year 10 which require the girls to compare and evaluate
information from two different magazines and newspa-
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pers. Over the next year these activities will logically
extend to the Internet. Already in history and international
studies, teachers have created tasks that require the girls to
critically evaluate material they use on the Internet. (A
sample of the types of questions students should ask of
information can be found on our Homepage at
http://www.plc.vic.edu.au/Staff/OClarke/sources.html).

During Term 3, I worked with geography teachers on an
eco-tourism research essay that used Internet resources.
The students were required to use a range of resources. One
of the first research lessons was spent in the computer
laboratories using Dogpile (http://www.dogpile.com) to
compare search results on several search engines. The
hypothesis was presented that eco-tourism information on
the Internet was basically advertising. This activity
required the girls to discover and make judgements on the
‘author’, purpose and quality of information they found.
Following this session the class had several lessons in the
library, exploring and using the range of resources available
to them. On completion of the essay the girls were surveyed
about their experiences and commented on their research
results, preferred sources of information, difficulties
encountered and recommendations for students doing the
essay in future. This formed the basis of stimulating dis-
cussion with the teachers and planning for future activities.

Good curriculum design is important for Internet based
research. The development of tasks that require students to
discriminate, select and synthesis information is necessary
to avoid plagiarism and give focus to the research. Given
the vast amount of information available on the Internet,
teachers are more conscious of the ease with which stu-
dents can present, undetected, work that is not their own.

Addressing this issue, the Year 10 history teachers located
several useful sites on the Internet that would be useful
starting points for a study of the American Civil War.
Having surveyed the material available on the net, and
being aware of the material available in the library collec-
tion, they devised a series of essay questions. None of these
questions could be completed by a “quick download” or
photocopy. (These essays and the details of the assignment
can be found at

http://www.plc.vic.edu.au/Staff/OClarke/CivilWar.html).

The creation of the Library Homepage
(http://www.plc.vic.edu.aw/Library/library.html) has been
of benefit in my work with both teachers and students.
Teachers have used the page to direct students to possible
starting points for research. After creating the homepage in
July 1996, teachers saw me as a source of advice and guid-
ance in “matters Internet”. This has opened up many oppor-
tunities for professional development and working with
teachers to build their skills and extend their use of the
library as a research centre.

Whilst the shape of Internet research at PLC in years to
come is hard to predict, our experiences over the past two
years have clearly established the library’s place at the cen-
tre of this development. The collaborative approach
between teachers and teacher-librarian provides a stimu-
lating environment in which to share successes and fail-
ures and move forward to address the core issue of all
classroom and library practice—the creation of indepen-
dent discriminating learners. W
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The Andy Warhol Museum home page.

http://www.clpgh.org/warhol

The official Web site of the Andy Warhol Museum provides
valuable understanding of this most influential American
artist from the second half of the 20th century. It is also a
primary resource for anyone who wishes to gain insights
into contemporary art and popular culture. Visitors to the
site can tour through the seven floors of the museum. Each
floor focuses on a different aspect of Warhol’s career.
Examples of his self portraits, commissioned portraits, and
pop art paintings; as well as lesser known work, such as
the Shadows, Oxidation, and Torso paintings of 1978, are
shown with accompanying text. There are links to Warhol-
related sites but time is required to explore these for cur-
riculum relevance. M. Beare

USER LEVEL: Stage 5 Stage 6 Professional
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SYLLABUS: Visual Arts 7-10; 2/3U Visual Arts; 3U
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The Art Gallery of South Australia—1996
Adelaide Biennial.

http://www.gallery.sa.on.net

An online catalogue of the exhibition held at the Art
Gallery of South Australia, this covers 70 artworks and 20
Australian contemporary artists with the coherence of a
curated exhibition. The Artists index page is slow to load
as each name is accompanied by an image of the artist’s
work, but the entry for each artist includes hypertext link-
ing artists in the exhibition with similar styles or concerns,
allowing comparisons and conclusions to be made and
drawn. The biographies are written in artspeak, as acade-
mic analyses of lives and works. R. Buchanan

USER LEVEL: Stage 6 Professional
KLA: CA
SYLLABUS: 2U Visual Arts

SCIS SUBJECTS: Art, Australian; Artists, Australian

KEYWORDS: Art Gallery of South Australia;
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The Art Institute of Chicago WWW site.

http://www.artic.edu/
There are two main sections available on this site: The
school and The museum. The school provides course
information and displays student projects. In The muse-
um, the collections are arranged by categories, including;:
African and Amerindian art; Asian art; Classical art;
European decorative arts and sculpture; European paint-
ing; Photography; Prints and drawings; Textiles; and

Twentieth-Century painting and sculpture. Each category
contains an overview of the holdings in the collection, with
one key work reproduced and accompanied by a detailed
commentary. The activities for Kids and families are also
of interest. Programs has links to Web events and sites with
experimental digital art; these require exploration time to
locate relevant information. M Beare

USER LEVEL: Stage 4 Stage 5 Stage 6 Professional
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SYLLABUS: Visual Arts 7-10; 2U Visual Arts; 3U

Visual Arts
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Christo and Jeanne-Claude home page.

http://pomo.nbn.com/youcan/christo

Featuring photographs, information, and history autho-
rised by the artists Christo and Jeanne-Claude, the site is
divided into two parts. The first displays images from
Christo and Jean-Claude’s own photo collection, as well as
statements by the artists themselves. Of particular interest
is the Wrapped coast project which took place at Little Bay,
Sydney, in 1969. The second part contains images docu-
menting the artists’ more recent projects, including the
Running fence, The umbrellas, and the Wrapped
Reichstag. Statements in this section are personal reflec-
tions by those who worked with the artists on the installa-
tions. The excellent photographs shown will give students
a clear appreciation of the artists’ achievement. M. Beare

USER LEVEL: Stage 4 Stage 5 Stage 6 Professional
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Visual Arts
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Craft Australia home page.

http://www.craftaus.com.au/

While sections are still under construction, this site has
potential for those studying contemporary Australian
craft. It contains biographical data about many profession-
al Australian craftspeople, with examples of their work
covering a range of media, such as: metal, ceramics, wood,
and mixed media. These can be accessed via Works,
People or the Image library. Information is presented in a
series of frames which makes it difficult to view an image
as a whole. This could be improved if the images were
sized to fit the frames, though whole images can be print-
ed. News about the craft world and craft organisations are
available, with further developments to include journals
and exhibitions. J. Eade

USER LEVEL: Stage 3 Stage 4 Stage 5 Stage 6
Professional

KLA: CA

SYLLABUS: Visual Arts

SCIS SUBJECTS: Handicrafts
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Eric’s treasure trove of music.

http://www.astro.virginia.edu/~ewwé6n/music/

The main page contains an alphabetical listing of music
theory terms and concepts. These include intervals,
chords, scales, modes, and harmonic terms such as ‘wolf
fifth’; each is explained in simple language. Whilst the
information for each is quite brief, it is cross-referenced as
applicable with links to other components of the concept.
This will enable students to research and place the musical
concept into the correct context within the chord, scale or
harmonic progression. There are also links to pages which
contain annotated bibliographies for: Music history;
Music theory; and Musical instruments. A. Wisdom

USER LEVEL: Stage 6 Professional

KLA: CA

SYLLABUS: 2U Music (Course 1); 2U Music; 3U
Music

SCIS SUBJECTS: Music
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Fire-works gallery.

http://www.pegasus.oz.au/~firehorse/art/
firework.html

Established to form a bridge between indigenous artists
and the art industry, this gallery has a database of 3000
images on print and slides, some of which is available on
this site. As a digital art and cultural exchange, keen to use
accessible technology, it presents exhibitions from a num-
ber of artists and promotes their work on available CD-
ROMs. There are links to several northern Australian
artists. Some are custodians of Dreaming stories; all are
using art as a path back to their culture, concerned about
the regeneration of traditions eroded by colonisation.
Good biographical data is provided. The Index and back
and forward buttons in the top frame provide the best
access. The directory is constantly uploading new art
works. G. Krestensen
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Professional

KLA: CA; HSIE

SYLLABUS: Aboriginal Studies 7-10; History 7-10;

Society & its Environment K-6; Visual
Arts K-6; Visual Arts 7-10; 2U Visual
Arts

SCIS SUBJECTS: Aborigines—Art

KEYWORDS: Computer-generated art; Dreamtime;
Indigenous art
PUBLISHER: Fireworks Gallery, Brisbane, QLD

DATE REVIEWED: 28/11/96

Global show-n-tell museum wings.

http://www.telenaut.com/gst/
In the form of a virtual visit through a gallery to showcase
children’s art, this site accepts scanned or computer-gener-
ated art and presents it with some biographical details of
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the artist. The exhibition directory uses icons based on
endangered birds for each of the age groupings and links
directly to files on these species and works of art by chil-
dren in that age group, some of which link to a home page
of the young artist. Many mediums of art are encouraged,
and offerings are posted from global sources. Navigability
is straightforward though a home page button and consis-
tent updating would improve the site. Links to other relat-
ed sites are given but time is required to explore these for
relevant information. G. Krestensen

USER LEVEL: Early Stage 1 Stage 1 Stage 2 Stage 3
Stage 4 Stage 5
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K-6; Visual Arts 7-10
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Idea box—crafts for little hands.

http://www.worldvillage.com/ideabox/crafts.html

A series of basic exercises devoted to simple art and craft
activities, allowing children to use their imagination and
creativity, are available on this attractive site. The sixteen
exercises are set out with a list of required equipment—
mainly everyday, household, readily available items. The
instructions are short and simple, but may need adapting
to Australian conditions as does some of the language. The
home site also contains hypertext links to other related and
useful sites and information including: Printable pages;
Music and songs; and Recipes, but time is required to
explore these for relevant information. A. Whyte
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SYLLABUS: Science & Technology K-6; Visual Arts
K-6

SCIS SUBJECTS: Handicrafts

KEYWORDS: Collage; craft; design; painting

PUBLISHER: WorldVillage, USA

REVIEW DATE: 13/5/97

The improv page.

http://sunee.uwaterloo.ca/~broehl/improv/
index.html

Self-styled as “a clearinghouse for information about
improvisational theatre”, this site has links under seven-
teen categories to diverse information related to improvi-
sation, drama and theatre. While it has a distinctly North
American flavour, there are links to improvisation and the-
atresports organisations and activities in Australia (Other
improv-related goodies), including numerous audio sam-
ples of “song” and “opera” (two theatresports perfor-
mance games) from Queensland Theatresports. List of
improv games accesses extensive lists of games and exer-
cises. Many of these will be familiar to drama teachers, but
there are variations on existing games, some new ones,
warmup activities, and hints on how to use games as a
teaching tool and in performance. A glossary and a com-
prehensive list of books are also available. C. O'Rourke

USER LEVEL: Stage 4 Stage 5 Stage 6 Professional
KLA: CA
SYLLABUS: Drama 7-10; 2U Drama

SCIS SUBJECTS: Improvisation (Acting)
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Maningrida Arts and Crafts, Maningrida,
Arnhem Land, Australia.

http://www.peg.apc.org/~bawinanga/mac.html
Information about the Aboriginal artists and artisans living
in Maningrida and its surrounding outstations in the
Central Arnhem Land region forms the content of this site.
Artworks and artefacts shown range from utilitarian items
such as fish traps, mats and containers, through musical
instruments such as didgeridoos, to highly decorative
woven creations, and fine bark paintings. A sculpture cat-
alogue contains a representative selection of the sculptural
works available, such as hollow log coffins and figurative
sculpture, sometimes with photographs of the artists.
Other pages give details about outstations, rock art, lan-
guages and ceremonies. The text is relevant and informa-
tive; and well illustrated by photographs. M. Beare
USER LEVEL: Stage 4 Stage 5 Stage 6 Professional
KLA: CA; HSIE
SYLLABUS: Aboriginal Studies 7-10; 2U Aboriginal
Studies; Visual Arts 7-10; 2/3U Visual
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Meryl Tankard Australian Dance Theatre.

http://www.ozemail.com.au/~mtadt/

Presented as an attractive montage of text and the graphic
images of Regis Lansac, this Website is easily navigated.
Teachers of 7-10 and 2 Unit Dance, and students in these
courses, will find many points of interest, including: a brief
history of the Australian Dance Theatre, a comprehensive
biography of Tankard and evocative images of perfor-
mances with accompanying radio and newspaper reviews.
Sections of the site are still under construction, and as yet
there are no video clips, but an opportunity to download a
sample of music from Songs of Mara is a nice touch. D.

Wauchop
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MusicNet interactive.

http://library.advanced.org/3306/interactive/
index.html
Students will love this site where they can try out a collec-
tion of enjoyable, educational interactive contests and

games, such as MusicNet trivia, or Name that tune. Other
interactive features include the facility to read or post a
message on the music education Message board, or talk to
others in real time at Music chat line. Midi composer
showcase provides a forum for listening to midi composi-
tions, and for students to add original compositions and
discuss them with other composers. Users can also search
for music terms covering all aspects of education, or add to
the encyclopedia with the interactive entry system.
Additional resources available include MusicNet encyclo-
pedia. A. Wisdom
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Netherlands Dance Theater home page.

http://www.euronet.nl/users/cadi/index.html

The work of Jiri Kylian is prescribed for study in 2 Unit
Dance (1997). This site is invaluable in providing contextu-
al material for this study. A comprehensive index appears
on each page to facilitate easy navigation. Biographical and
historical material is extensive, as is the repertory list,
which also provides some links to choreographers’ notes,
reviews and aural accompaniment. Other interesting fea-
tures include a schedule of performance dates and venues,
an itinerary for the company’s tour of Melbourne, and
dancer biographies for all three company groups. Each
page is presented in both text and image versions; the text
version loads faster, while the picture version provides
dance images. D. Wauchop
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NZ curriculum framework—drama.

http://vifd.iac.org.nz/arts/drama/drama.htm

Addressing several HSC drama topics, this logically struc-
tured site has access to information from various sources.
Navigation is straightforward though multilayered. Links
on the front pages and within text articles lead to numer-
ous articles and/or sites. For example, in Ancient Greece
clicking on SOPHOCLES results in over 200 articles; enter-
ing Euripides in the search box provided after clicking
SOPHOCLES offers over 300 items. Similar searches locate
scripts for Antigone and The Bacchae, contextual material for
these plays and others, and extensive bibliographies.
Shakespeare and Boal are also featured. The history of cos-
tume provides good graphics that trace costume design
from ancient to modern times. Selective use of this site
yields some gems but further exploration can be time con-
suming. D. Wauchop
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Table of contents. (Storytelling and puppetry
home page)

http://members.aol.com/storypage/contents.htm

Dedicated to the oral tradition of storytelling, there is
information about storytelling and related organisations
(mainly American), festivals and events. Educators can
enhance their storytelling skills and expand their reper-
toire of tales eg traditional, Celtic lore, and ghost stories.
There are Newsletter and listserv links to online story-
telling communities, and information about storytelling
and sharing stories live on the Net using Internet Relay
Chat (IRC) software. Many storytelling Web links, includ-
ing storytellers and an alphabetical list of stories are given,
but exploration time is required to locate those which are
relevant. The puppetry pages provide images and infor-
mation about puppets around the world, constructing
puppets, using puppetry, and puppet festivals and organi-
sations, including some Australian sites. A. Howard
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Professional

KLA: CA; English

SYLLABUS: English K-6; English 7-10; Visual Arts

K-6; Visual Arts 7-10
SCIS SUBJECTS: Puppets and puppet shows;

Storytelling

KEYWORDS: Fables; performance; puppetry;
storytelling; tales

PUBLISHER: Tejas Storytelling Association, Texas,
USA

AUTHOR: MAROON, Jim

REVIEW DATE: 6/6/97

Tandanya Aboriginal art.

http://www.webmedia.com.au/tandanya
Superb Aboriginal art work fronts this site. The aim of the
Institute is to “foster the understanding, preservation and
development of the culture of the innumerable Aboriginal
groups of Australia”. The site is only part the Institute’s
work, and covers mostly artwork in the form of an online
art exhibition. Individual’s works are featured, and infor-
mation about the artist and occasionally the art work is
provided, often based on the Dreamings of each artist’s
country or ancestry. Paintings can to be enlarged. Links are
provided to other art exhibitions, with dates and brief
descriptions of artists, and contemporary and traditional
artworks. Exploration time is required to locate linked sites
which are relevant to curriculum needs. K. Bennett
USER LEVEL: Stage 3 Stage 4 Stage 5 Stage 6
KLA: CA; English; HSIE
Aboriginal Studies 7-10; 2U Aboriginal
Studies; English K-6; History 7-10;
Human Society & its Environment K-
6; Visual Arts K-6; Visual Arts 7-10; 2U
Visual Arts
SCIS SUBJECTS: Aborigines—Art
KEYWORDS: Aboriginal art; exhibitions; Tandanya
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PUBLISHER: National Aboriginal Cultural Institute,

- SA
REVIEW DATE: 26/5/97
EVAL: Highly recommended

Welcome to the Metropolitan Museum of Art.

http://www.metmuseum.org

An overview of the collections on display in the Museum’s
galleries, and strategies to assist the visitor in appreciating
art, are contained on this site. In Collections floor plans of
the gallery provide entry to sections of interest. For exam-
ple, the second floor links to categories such as: Asian art;
Drawings, prints and photographs; European paintings;
sculpture and decorative arts; Greek and Roman art; and
Islamic art. Education offers a variety of interactive edu-
cational experiences with images of works of art. There are
games in which the visitor is challenged to guess the tex-
ture of details of paintings and sculptures. Guides, which
are electronic adaptations of the guides used in the gallery,
are also available. M. Beare

USER LEVEL: Stage 4 Stage 5 Stage 6 Professional
KLA: CA
SYLLABUS: Visual Arts 7-10; 2/3U Visual Arts; 3U

Visual Arts
SCIS SUBJECTS: Art—Galleries and museums
KEYWORDS: Art galleries; museums
PUBLISHER: The Metropolitan Museum of Art,
New York
REVIEW DATE: 30/5/97

Wyland kid’s Web home page.
http://www.wylandkids.com/

Designed by an artist who describes himself as an envi-
ronmental artist, this is well suited to younger students. It
includes information about the artist’s environmental mis-
sion, with images of his Whaling walls, intended to
encourage children to care about the ocean environment.
Other features of the site are: a Colouring book containing
information about various ocean creatures, such as whales,
penguins and seals; Fun art humour; and Wyland’s kids
news. Art competitions available, and schools and classes
are encouraged to register at the site. This site has potential

in supporting interactive learning using technology. J.
Eade

USER LEVEL: Stage 1 Stage 2 Stage 3
KLA: CA; HSIE; ST
SYLLABUS: Human Society & its Environment K-

6; Science & Technology K-6; Visual
Arts K-6

SCIS SUBJECT:  Animals in art; Environmental
protection; Oceanography

KEYWORDS: Art; ocean

PUBLISHER: Wyland Studios, USA

REVIEW DATE: 16/5/96

TECHNOLOGY AND APPLIED STUDIES

Ask an astronaut.

http://www.nss.org/askastro/
How exciting for students to have the opportunity to sub-
mit their own questions to an astronaut and be answered!
Each month a different astronaut is featured, along with
aspects of their space missions, biographical data, inter-
ests, related hypertext links, and selected quality multime-
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dia. Included on the website are the archives of previously
chosen astronauts, including the most frequently asked
questions (and the answers). This wonderful resource
would certainly add a personal dimension to units of work
being undertaken on space and space exploration. N. Paull

USER LEVEL: Stage 3 Stage 4
KLA: Science; ST
SYLLABUS: Science & Technology K-6;

Science 7-10
SCIS SUBJECTS: Astronauts; Space
KEYWORDS: Astronauts; space
PUBLISHER: National Space Society, USA
REVIEW DATE: 15/07/97

Australian meat and livestock industry.

http://www.amlc.com.au/

Students can have hours of fun finding out about meat,
and answers to questions such as How can I be sure this
food is safe? Navigation is easy. Select a recipe by entering
meat type and cuisine. Play Recipe roulette and call up
cooking advice for meat cuts. Advice and information is
available for practising food safety wherever you eat.
Students may be interested in the nutrient composition of
meat cuts, the importance of iron in the diet, and how to
achieve low fat eating. For those interested in agriculture,
information about quality assurance programs, meat con-
sumption, domestic and export marketing is available. The
new, developing For schools offers easy access to various
information and activities under useful headings: Find
out; Analyse; Design; Prepare; and Evaluate and discuss.
J. Robinson

USER LEVEL: Stage 4 Stage 5 Stage 6
KLA: TAS
SYLLABUS: Agriculture 7-10; 2U Agriculture; Food

Technology 7-10; 2U Food Technology
SCIS SUBJECTS: Agriculture; Food industry; Livestock;
Meat industry;

KEYWORDS: Beef; lamb; livestock; meat
PUBLISHER: Australian Meat and Live-stock
Corporation

REVIEW DATE: 30/7/97
EVAL: Highly recommended

BC Min. of Ed.—Instructional strategies.

http://www.est.gov.bc.ca/curriculum/irps/tech_ed/
insstr.htm

Design and problem solving models are shown here in text
and graphical forms, including troubleshooting and social
impact evaluation strategies. They move from a simple lin-
ear model through to a totally interactive model, which
could well be seen as design processes applicable to junior
and senior Design and Technology classes. The introducto-
ry section on strategies clearly outlines some of the values
which technology education teaches, including the devel-
opment of: individual and group skills; applied skills;
research and critical thinking skills appropriate to the
information process; and the ability to problem solve and
use technology in many forms. This is part of an excellent
Canadian site. P. Thompson, R. Thompson

USER LEVEL: Stage 6 Professional
KLA: TAS
SYLLABUS: Design & Technology 7-10; 2U Design

& Technology
SCIS SUBJECTS: Design—Study and teaching;
Technology—Social aspects

KEYWORDS: Technology education strategies
PUBLISHER: Ministry of Education, Canada
REVIEW DATE: 22/06/97

A brochure about design education at MIT.

http://alberti.mit.edu/publications/
designedmit.html

An excellent explanation of a design process as it is under-
stood at MIT is given here. The site profiles the design
process and strategies used to implement it, including case
studies. Some of the aspects covered comprehensively are:
Understanding the customer; Design for human use;
Brainstorming for ideas; and Can you build it?
Presentation is in magazine format with quality graphics
support and a sense of humour. It is valuable for beginning
work in Design and Technology, especially the Preliminary
course. Some high level articles from PLAN, the faculty
newsletter (accessed from Articles), are especially useful to
teachers and 3 Unit students wishing to broaden their
understanding. It is a location which will have you visiting
again and again. P. Thompson, R. Thompson
USER LEVEL: Stage 5 Stage 6 Professional
KLA: TAS
SYLLABUS: 2U Design & Technology; 3U Design &
Technology
SCIS SUBJECTS: Design; Design—Study and teaching
KEYWORDS: Design education; design process
PUBLISHER: Massachusetts Institute of Technology,
USA
REVIEW DATE: 22/06/97

Comet introduction.

http://bang.lanl.gov/solarsys/comet.htm

Characterised by concise information devoid of jargon, this
comprehensive site allows students to find up to date
information and images of comets gathered from a variety
of sources, including the Hubble telescope. The captions
attached to each high quality image are brief yet informa-
tive. The site is an authoritative discourse on comets, is
well set out, begins with a table of contents and ends with
a link to its author. It covers an overview of comets, comet
animation, various images, tutorials, a Chronology of
comet space exploration, and an image index. It is useful
in modelling for students the use of the Internet in pub-
lishing recent scientific data that would be difficult to
obtain elsewhere. N. Paull

USER LEVEL: Stage 2 Stage 3 Stage 4 Stage 5
KLA: Science; ST
SYLLABUS: Science & Technology K-6;

Science 7-10
SCIS SUBJECTS: Comets

KEYWORDS: Comets

PUBLISHER: Los Alamos National Laboratory,
University of California/US Dept.
of Energy

AUTHOR: HAMILTON, Calvin J.

REVIEW DATE: 19/12/96

Computing dictionary. (Free on-line dictionary
of computing)

http://wombat.doc.ic.ac.uk/foldoc/index.html
Constant and very frequent updating make this online dic-
tionary superior to many of the printed varieties in this
dynamic field. Containing over 10,000 definitions, entries
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are cross-referenced to each other and related resources
elsewhere on the Net (exploration time required). Searches
can be made for acronyms, jargon, programming lan-
guages, tools, networking, theory, conventions, standards,
mathematics, communication, electronics, institutions,
companies, products and more. It could be a little stronger
on the history of computing but that is well covered in
print resources. Users are asked to contribute definitions of
missing terms but contributions are rigorously edited
before inclusion. A high level of contribution makes for
almost daily updating. A. Glasscock

USER LEVEL: Stage 5 Stage 6 Professional
KLA: TAS
SYLLABUS: . Computing studies 7-10; 2U

Computing Studies
SCIS SUBJECTS: Computers—Dictionaries

KEYWORDS: Computers; communication; Internet;
programming

PUBLISHER: Imperial College, London

AUTHOR: HOWE, Dennis

REVIEW DATE: 12/07/97

The dinosauria.

http://www.ucmp.berkeley.edu/diapsids/

dinosaur.html
Typified by clear, concise language, this site covering
dinosaurs differs from many others on the Web because it
is authoritative and well credentialled. Originating from
The University of California, Museum of Paleontology
(UCMP), it has a Glossary, lists sources and suggests fur-
ther reading. Online searching of the UCMP vertebrate cat-
alogue is a commendable feature, as are the hypertext links
to a variety of specific UCMP dinosaur exhibits. Coupled
with the option to move to other dinosaur Websites (explo-
ration time required), this is a valuable resource for stu-
dents undertaking paleontological investigation of
dinosaurs. N. Paull

USER LEVEL: Stage 2 Stage 3 Stage 4
KLA: Science; ST
SYLLABUS: Science & Technology K-6;

Science 7-10
SCIS SUBJECTS: Dinosaurs
KEYWORDS: Dinosaurs; palaeontology
PUBLISHER: The University of California, USA
REVIEW DATE: 15/07/97

Donald Firsching’s chicken page.

http://ccwi.cc.utexas.edu/~ifza664/index.html

For those students researching chickens, this site contains
a variety of information. Whilst it is primarily a text based
site, it does contain some pictures to illustrate points, and
is clearly and attractively presented. The topics covered
include chicken health, chicken morphology, hatching and
rearing of chickens, and breeds of chickens. There is also a
section on terms used in chicken production. FAQ (fre-
quently asked questions) provides answers to questions
without having to search for them. Links within the docu-
ments lead to definitions of unknown words. Links to
other sites about chickens are available but exploration
time is required to locate relevant information. K. Heap

USER LEVEL: Stage 3 Stage 4 Stage 5 Stage 6
Professional

KLA: ST; TAS

SYLLABUS: Agriculture 7-10; 2/3U Common

Agriculture; Science & Technology K-6

SCIS SUBJECTS: Poultry

KEYWORDS: Breeding; chicken; hatching; health
PUBLISHER: University of Texas, USA
AUTHOR: FIRSCHING, Donald

REVIEW DATE: 5/7/97

Explore the Fantastic Forest @
nationalgeographic.com.

http://www.nationalgeographic.com/features/96/
forest/index.html

With the appropriate plugins (Shockwave or QuickTime VR)
this site takes users on a tour of a virtual forest. It is slow
to load due to the graphics, but the sound effects are very
realistic. Adventurers can work their way through the for-
est, working out clues to discover hidden creatures and
wonders of nature. Every time one is discovered, relevant
facts are displayed on the screen. A panoramic shot of the
forest is a video clip (downloading QuickTime VR is essen-
tial to view it). At the end of the forest explorers can create
and print a certificate which shows how many features
they discovered on their trip. K. Heap

USER LEVEL: Stage 3 Stage 4
KLA: HSIE; ST; TAS
SYLLABUS: Agriculture 7-10; Geography 7-10;

Human Society & its Environment

K-6; Science & Technology K-6
SCIS SUBJECTS: Forests and forestry; Forest ecology
KEYWORDS: Forest; National Geographic
PUBLISHER: National Geographic Society, USA
REVIEW DATE: 5/7/97

The Half and full adders.

http://web.cs.mun.ca/cs1700/node38.html
Half adder and full adder circuits are covered in the com-
puting technologies option of the 2/3 Unit Common
Computing Studies course. This site provides a truth table
and circuit diagram for both of these circuits. The half
adder circuit is derived directly from it’s truth table. Two
derivations for the full adder circuit are given, one from a
combination of half adders and the other directly from its
truth table. The site is part of an on-line text for a

" Computer Science course. The wider site contains informa-

tion on a number of other computing topics including arti-
ficial intelligence, algorithms and the binary number sys-
tem. Highly recommended. M. Watson

USER LEVEL: Stage 6

KLA: TAS

SYLLABUS: 2U Computing Studies

SCIS SUBJECTS: Computer circuits

KEYWORDS: Half and full adders; hardware
PUBLISHER: Memorial University, Newfoundland
AUTHOR: HEWITT, Robert George

REVIEW DATE: 15/12/96

EVAL: Highly recommended

Hidden Valley Plantations.

http://www.home.aone.net.au/hvp/welcome.htm
What are macadamia nuts and what can one do with
them? These are only some of the aspects on offer to stu-
dents accessing this site. Recipes and nutritional informa-
tion will be of interest to consumers of this delicious nut. A
short historical and scientific background rounds out the
nut information. Those who have tried to crack a
macadamia shell at home will appreciate the practical
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advice given. Students interested in the agricultural
aspects of macadamias can access information about grow-
ing, processing and breeding macadamias. It is user friend-
ly and will be appealing to students. J. Robinson

USER LEVEL: Stage 4 Stage 5 Stage 6 Professional

KLA: Science; TAS

SYLLABUS: Agriculture 7-10; 2U Agriculture; 2U
Biology; Food Technology 7-10; 2U
Food Technology; Science 7-10; 2U
Science

SCIS HEADINGS: Macadamias; Plant breeding;
Plantations

KEYWORDS: Macadamia; nut; plantations

PUBLISHER: Hidden Valley Plantations, QLD

AUTHOR: BELL, David JD

REVIEW DATE: 22/7/97

Index: Tornado project online.

http://www.tornadoproject.com/

The publishers of this site have been gathering information
on tornadoes since 1970 and their foray onto the WWW has
produced a significant amount of material. Pages include:
Recent tornadoes; The Fujita scale of tornado intensity;
tornado Oddities; Tornado safety; Tornado stories; and
the students’ favourite, Storm chasing. This information,
though often sensational and anecdotal, will add a human
element to the study of tornadoes and weather patterns,
and offer opportunities for critical analysis and the devel-
opment of critical literacy skills. There is a commercial
slant to the site with videos, books and posters available
for sale. N. Paull

USER LEVEL: Stage 3 Stage 4 Stage 5
KLA: HSIE; Science; ST
SYLLABUS: Geography 7-10; Human Society & its

environment K-6; Science &
Technology K-6; Science 7-10
SCIS SUBJECTS: Tornadoes
KEYWORDS: Tornadoes
PUBLISHER: The Tornado Project, USA
REVIEW DATE: 15/07/97

Kidz korner.

http://www.mda.state.mi.us/kids/index.html

An entertaining and interesting way of investigating agri-
cultural topics is provided by this site. Students can access
Stories, Pictures and the Fair. Stories allows users to view
work by other students about food. In Pictures students
can get an overview of a selected topic eg Dairy farm
allows them to view pictures of a number of dairy farms in
the USA. The images are clear and the accompanying
information simple. The Fair offers the most variety. It
gives information on: Animals, Crops and Food safety. It
also supplies some simple Games. Every season the topics
change within each category. K. Heap

USER LEVEL: Stage 3 Stage 4

KLA: ST; TAS

SYLLABUS: Agriculture 7-10; Science &
Technology K-6

SCIS SUBJECTS: Agriculture; Agricultural shows;
Country life; Farm life

KEYWORDS: Animals; country fair; crops; food;
safety

PUBLISHER: Michigan Department of Agriculture,
USA

REVIEW DATE: 5/7/97

Newton’s apple index.

http:/ericir.syr.edu/Projects/Newton/

Initially developed by the (US) National Science Teachers
Association to accompany the US science television show,
Newton’s apple, this Website is also a stand-alone resource
of considerable value. Much of the material consists of
readily understood and practical experiments using every-
day articles that could easily be attempted in a primary
classroom with little special equipment. The coverage of
subject matter is broad; unfortunately, the programs are
not listed by topic and users have to browse through each
page to locate material applicable to their needs. N. Paull

USER LEVEL: Stage 2 Stage 3 Stage 4 Professional
KLA: Science; ST

SYLLABUS: Science & Technology K-6; Science 7-
10

SCIS SUBJECTS: Science—Experiments

KEYWORDS: Experiments; science

PUBLISHER: KTCA-TV, USA/ASkERIC, Syracuse
University, USA

REVIEW DATE: 15/07/97

On the moove—facts.

hitp://www.moomilk.com/moove/facts.htm

Students interested in milk will find a variety of interesting
facts about dairy cows on this site. It is primarily a text
based site, so is very quick to load. It is produced by an
American equivalent to our NSW Dairy Corporation, so
facts and figures relate to America and measurements are
not metric, but simple worthwhile information is provided
in an attractive format. The points raised are interesting
and brief, suited to the younger student. This site could
provide an interesting exercise in converting gallons to
litres and then comparing the American figures with our
Australian standards. K. Heap

USER LEVEL: Stage 3 Stage 4

KLA: ST; TAS

SYLLABUS: Agriculture 7-10; Science &
Technology K-6

SCIS SUBJECTS: Dairy industry; Milk

KEYWORDS: Cow; dairy; milk

PUBLISHER: MooMilk, USA

REVIEW DATE: 5/7/97

PCLT exit ramp.

http://pclt.cis.yale.edu/pclt/default.htm

The Welcome to PC lube and tune page attempts to demystify
computer hardware, software and the uses to which they
are put. Articles include: An introduction to PC hardware,
Distributed applications and the Web, Learning Java,
Ethemnet, and operating systems. Difficult concepts are
easily explained using simple analogies and clear dia-
grams where appropriate. The site is independent of the
major retailers in the computing industry and therefore
bias free. It is an excellent site for the professional devel-
opment of Computing Studies teachers and their students.
M. Watson

USER LEVEL: Stage 4 Stage 5 Stage 6 Professional
KLA: TAS
SYLLABUS: Computing Studies 7-10; 2/3U

Common Computing Studies
SCIS SUBJECTS: Computers
KEYWORDS: Java; PC
PUBLISHER: PC Lube and Tune, Yale University
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AUTHOR: GILBERT, Howard
REVIEW DATE: 27/11/96

The problem-solving cycle.

http://www.cit.state.vt.us/educ/vtea/problem.htm

Part of the Vermont Technology Education Association
site, this page describes the problem-solving cycle in the
context of technology education—people using “tools,
knowledge, and other resources to extend human capabil-
ity in order to solve problems related to their environ-
ment”. The problem-solving cycle is modelled step by step,
using the example of an ecologically concerned client
wanting to change a home heating system from electricity
to gas to reduce heating costs. It is an informative text site,
with some poor quality scanned images of problem-solv-
ing matrixes. A. Howard

USER LEVEL: Stage 4 Professional
KLA: TAS
SYLLABUS: Design & Technology 7-10

SCIS SUBJECTS: Problem solving

KEYWORDS: Problem solving; technology

PUBLISHER: Vermont Technology Education
Association, USA

AUTHOR: Thayer School of Engineering,
Dartmouth College

REVIEW DATE: 6/6/97

Section 4. Critical thinking.

http://www.yorku.ca/admin/cdc/lsp/read/read4.htm
An easy to read paper on techniques for critical thinking,
this offers a short introduction on the importance of good
questioning technique in the development of critical think-
ing skills. Emphasis is placed on the notion that critical
thinking is a learned skill, and once the correct framework
of questions has been set up then critical thinking becomes
easier and, ultimately, simply a matter of practice. The
author defines some questions that need to be posed and
categorises them as: summary/definition, analysis,
hypothesis, or evaluation. In conclusion, an example—a
rather difficult passage to read—is used to show how the
question frames can be applied. P. Thompson,

R. Thompson

USER LEVEL: Stage 6 Professional

KLA: CA; English; HSIE; LOTE;
Mathematics; PDHPE; Science; ST;
TAS

SYLLABUS: 2U Design & Technology

SCIS SUBJECTS: Information skills; Skill development

KEYWORDS: Critical thinking

PUBLISHER: York University, Canada

REVIEW DATE: 22/06/97

EVAL: Highly recommended

The Sorting algorithm demo.

http://www.ludat.lth.se/~dat93tka/javaindex.html
Simple animated demonstrations of sorts are available at
this site. The demonstrations include the three sorts (bub-
ble sort, insertion, and selection) that 2/3 Unit Common
Computing Studies students are required to know. The
demonstrations operate under Java; a browser capable of
running Java applications is required to use the site. It is
possible to down-load the Java scripts for the sorts.
Students using the site need to be familiar with the algo-
rithms to understand the demonstrations as no explana-
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tions of how the algorithms operate are given. Students
can use the demonstrations to compare the time taken for
each method to sort the available data. Highly recom-

" mended. M. Watson

USER LEVEL: Stage 6

KLA: TAS

SYLLABUS: 2/3U Common Computing Studies
SCIS SUBJECTS: Computer education
KEYWORDS: Algorithm

PUBLISHER: Sweden

REVIEW DATE: 15/12/96

EVAL: Highly recommended

Tours—i#1 the story of milk.

http://www.moomilk.com/tours/tour1-0.htm
For students studying milk production, this attractive site
gives valuable insight into the process of producing and
collecting milk with a virtual tour of a dairy farm. After
starting the tour, clicking on the forward arrows moves the
user through it. The site’s basis is a group of dairy farms
that have been operating 85 years. It is American, which
means measurements used are not metric, but the infor-
mation is relevant and contains good detail. It takes users
step by step through the milking process, with all text sup-
ported by pictures. Junior students will find it of particular
interest as the explanations start with basic information
and give definitions for some of the harder words. K. Heap

USER LEVEL: Stage 3 Stage 4
KLA: ST; TAS
SYLLABUS: Agriculture 7-10; Science &

" Technology K-6
SCIS SUBJECTS: Dairy industry; Milk
KEYWORDS: Cow; homogenised; milk; ruminant
PUBLISHER: MooMilk, USA
REVIEW DATE: 5/7/97
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school d1str1ct in New South Wales The second cons1sted

' of a group of government and non-government teacher
- ",hbrarlans attendmg a professional development day in

. Sydney The thlrd cons1sted of a mix of teachers and
. teacher—hbranans from the non—govemment sector who
. were attendmg a two day inservice course in Parramatta

and twelve mcomple '

- The respondents metaphors and descnptlons were entered into a Exce eadsheet by participant type,
_and nomenclature type Tables 1 and 2 prov1de examples of thlS raw data i =

Table 1:

Principal metaphors for the term ‘Teacher Librarian’

Bobbing Cork On Wavy Sea

Describes the teacher-librarian who works in three schools

Bower Bird

Collector & hoarder

| Bower Bird

Immediate relevance not always clear but can always meet every |
need

Breath Of Fresh Air

Not always there /Essential part of school life/See things in dif-
ferent light

Butterfly

Brings joy & colour to learning

Calming Bird

Humility with informative/Helpful disposition

Caterpillar

Segmented & flexible with an ability to methodically complete a
thousand tasks

Chain Link

Links children to world of work

| Collaborative Colleague

Someone with whom teachers can plan & teach with

Comforting Mother

A friend to students

| Dragon

Very protective of resources & roars at library users

Dynamo

Full of energy, motivating others through her enthusiasm

Enthusiastic Advertising Agent

Has to sell herself

_ | Fountain

A constant source of ideas & resources to develop life long learning -

Geni

Of great assistance

Grasshopper

Able to jump in any direction as required

| Helicopter

Buzzing, hovering, finding the best route

Honey Bee

Busy, Provides sustenance, Great sense of direction

| Idea

Something that goes in & out of people’s consciousness

| Intelligent Piranah

Always snappy, Knows everything

Intelligent Sponge

Able to absorb a wealth of information & use it appropriately

Isp

Providing access

Jack Of All Trades

Multi skilled

Owl

Wise observer & reactor

Rock

Always there as planned

Rock Of Gibraltar

Must be there to support others

' Shelter In A Storm

Offers a place of refuge for the Mis-Fits in the playground

Sponge

The info that the teacher-librarian holds is not always obvious

Soaking Up All Available Resources & Knowledge

Sunray

Light up the love of discovery

Terrier

Snaps at people continually

| Tree

Has many branches, Is living/dynamic/, Associated with growth,
Needs to be nourished

' :' Trendy Dinosaur

Tries to keep up with trends but feels threatened by the
technology creep.




Table 2: Teacher librarian metaphors for the term ‘Teacher Librarian’

| Bower Bird

Resourceful, Scrounge, Covers much territory

| Bower Bird

Always seeking to fill the'nest

Bower Bird

Territorial/ possessive/isolated /low profile

| (Creative) Bower Bird

B

Collects everything with flair

Broken Record

Always repeats “I want...I want...I want”

| Computer

Supposed. to have information on every subject on demand

| Encyclopaedia

Source of all information

- | 'Fairy Godmother’

Waves her wand of magic dust to create conducive atmosphere for investigation | - -

_ | Fountain

Wisdom ours forth enriching school

| Fountain

Refreshing life giver

- | Guard To A Room With A1000 Doors Can open many doors to knowledge/determines the best for each child

Holey Piece Of Plastic

Some demands bounce, others go straight through

Horse With Blinkers

Thinks that the library is the centre of school’s learning/ forgets that teachers
teach information skills

' Knitting Needle

Takes the threads from the classroom & knits them to a whole

Miracle Worker

The impossible is done now, Miracles take a bit longer

- One-Eyed Monster

Needs of library greater than needs of students-priorities all wrong

| Right Hand

Wonderful resource for teachers/ indispensable

 [satellite Dish

Receives info from cosmos, meaningfully packages & disseminates it

- Service For All

Attends to all classes 7 all info needs

| signal Person

She shows children the best way to find where they want to go

Teachers Aide

| Time Warped Building

All things must be in place/an unused place

“Ta’ble 5: People-Orierrted functions by attribute

Agent (AG) flexible, can relate to people, good PR

Colleague (CO) always helpful, a friend and collaborator with teachers and students in learning

Explorer (EX) goes out and finds new ideas and strategies to support/improve teaching and learning,
breaking new ground

Organiser /Manager (OM) . people manager, often by delegation

Mentor/Motivator (MT) -~ professional support and counselling, has energy to motivate others (teachers and students) L

Yapping Dog (YD) broken record, continually whingeing

Yo-Yo (YO) teacher-librarians and clients have differing expectations about teacher-librarian
role / functlons

Table 6 Dysfunctlonal-Orlented functlons by attrlbute

Jack of all Trades (JT) - variety of responsibilities and expertise across the school

Mad Scientist (MS) - good in theory but not in practice, people find them hard to understand

Recluse (RE tends to avoid human contact, hides from active involvement, not wanting to move with the times | .

-Volcano

Bursting forth with information

Robot (RO) dependable, always there when needed and delivers, mechanical

| Washing Machine

Agitator Always busy going back & forth

Water Reservoir

Sustaining power of school

| Wave

_ Through content analys1s, the metaphors w1th hke characterlstlcs were grouped and regrouped

' eventually re51d1ng under an appropriate umbrella term thereby creatmg ‘root metaphors’ (Steinhoff -
_and Owens 1989). While many of the metaphors are understandable on their own, it is the explana-
tions of the metaphors offered by respondents that provides additional, helpful cues concermng the

'_'~percept10ns and experiences of subjects—both teacher-librarians and principals. Because of thls,

. The first groupmg of metaphors was completed by functlon The funct1ons that were 1denttf1ed were: L
, °people - - . .

. mforma’uon o

. esystem =
',f'°synergy .
. dysfunct1ona1

";Table 3 is the synergy funcnon from the analys1s of the teacher-hbranan metaphors of the responses

metaphors that d1d not have descr1pt10ns were not used An example from above Would be
Teacher s A1de o V , . .

 of one group of teacher- hbranans Table 4 isthe dysfunctlonal groupmg of teacher 11brar1an
. ’metaphors by a prmc1pa1 group - - - o

| Table 3: Synergistic teacher librarians (Teacher-hbrarlan Group A)

- Caterpillar

segmented and flexible with an ability to methodically complete a 1000 tasks

. Grasshopper

able to jump in any direction as required

Jack of all trades

multi-skilled

[ Table4: Dysfunctional teacher librarians (Principal group A)

Rubber Band (RB) being stretched in a number of directions at one time and ready to snap

Speed Hump (SH) gets in the road of people’s progress, slows people down, a ‘blocker’

Vapour (VP) it exists but cannot be seen

{ kange of metaphors that Were offered by the
ms of a response matnx whlch prov1ded an

Table 7: Response matrix

TL

SYSTEM
TL

P

Total:

PEOPLE
TL

P

Total:

INFORMATION
TL

P

Total: p ' _>’ v n amount of baggage wh1ch 1s

SYNERGY emonstratec f‘ mber respondents who saw the
TL

~ | Holey piece of plastic. some demands bounce, others go straight through

P

*: | One-eyed monster needs of library greater than needs of students. Priorities all wrong

Total:

- | Time warped building all things must be in place, an unused place

DYSFUNCTIONAL

_ | Washing machine

always busy going back and forth

Horse with blinkers thmks that library is the centre of schools learnmg-forgets that teachers teach 1nformat10n SkIHS
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The following resources have been reviewed by a panel of
teacher-librarians and teachers throughout the state.
Information about reviewers for this issue can be found
at the end of the review section. Classification given in
Scan for non-fiction material is the 12th Abridged
Dewey, although when ordering SCIS cataloguing
records, the 12th or 20th may be specified. Many more
reviews than we publish in Scan go onto the DSE Web
site (http:/fwww.dse.nsw.edu.au).

USER LEVELS are now given in stages as follows:
Early Stage 1 (for Preschool/Early Childhood)

Stage 1 (for Lower primary)

Stage 2 (for Middle primary)

Stage 3 (for Upper primary)

Stage 4 (for Lower secondary)

Stage 5 (for Middle secondary)

Stage 6 (for Upper secondary)
Community  ( for Community/Parent/Adult)
Professional

Picture books ‘

Picture books are arranged alphabetically by author.
Some books in this section are non-fiction or have rele-
vance to a particular KLA.

AHLBERG, Allan & McNAUGHTON, Colin
What’s in the shop?

Walker, 1997

ISBN 0744549809 [428.1]

Originally published in several small volumes, the contents
of this rollicking picture book comprise a potentially exhil-
arating experience for beginning readers. Although the ele-
ment of surprise offered in the originals is somewhat lost
by the condensation of some, this larger volume enables the
nonsense to be shared between groups of children, as well
as between teacher and class or parents and children. It
would also be useful for basic mathematics concepts, includ-
ing time and addition. Colourful, slightly dotty illustrations
extend and develop the ideas suggested by the deceptively
simple text. The consistently successful collaboration
between Ahlberg and McNaughton works again, in a unique
and exemplary fashion. W. Smith

USER LEVEL: Stage 1
AVAIL: $19.95
KLA: English; Mathematics

EVAL: Highly recommended SCIS 901929

BRUCE, Jill B.

Mixed up monsters.

Kangaroo, 1997

ISBN 0864178344 [A821]

In the genre of “kiddie horror” which promises to tingle,
not terrorise, this split page poetry picture book has appeal
for readers who enjoy visual stimulation and gruesome
verse. Each page is divided in two, with verse on the left
hand side and the subject illustrated on the right. The name
of each creature, mythical or real, is also split, thus enabling
a nonsense word to be created by jumbling the pages. The
text would suit an able reader, but the style of the book
would appeal to those more interested in gimmicks and

gags. The language may frighten very young children, how-
ever the image of half witch /half skeleton may bring on
gales of laughter. S. Rasaiah

USER LEVEL: Stage 2 Stage 3

AVAIL: $14.95

KLA: * English SCIS 903743

CLEMENT, Rod

Grandad’s teeth.

Angus & Robertson/HarperCollins 1997

ISBN 0207191395

Rod Clement continues to delight

with another off-beat picture book

with broad appeal. Grandad awak-

ens to discover his false teeth miss-

ing from his bedside table. The fam-

ily rush to help and soon the hunt is

on to find the perpetrator. Unlike the

large, bold illustrations of some ear-

lier works, in this book Clement has

reduced the scale and increased the

detail, making the various in-jokes

harder to find but no less amusing.

Grandpa's lisp, unwanted side effect of his lost teeth, is clev-
erly presented so as not to confuse young readers. The book
would be useful to complement a unit on local community
cooperation. I. McLean

USER LEVEL: Stage 1 Stage 2 Stage 3

AVAIL: $22.95

EVAL: Highly recommended SCIS 900974
COLE, Babette

Drop dead.

Cape, 1996

ISBN 0224045512

Death is a topic full of wonderful possibilities for the ironic
humour of Babette Cole. This picture book explores the
enthusiastic progress through life of Gran and Grandad,
who although now bald, old, and wrinkled, have never
lacked fun and excitement. Beginning as bald, wrinkly
babies, their wonderful lives are described in simple text
which accompanies a range of detailed and exuberant colour
illustrations. The book’s impact builds on the reader as its
circular form reaches a bold conclusion. This is a masterful
work, visually stimulating, entertaining and satisfying. Its
sophisticated humour will appeal to a wide audience. J.
Buckley

USER LEVEL: Stage 2 Stage 3 Stage 4
AVAIL: $19.95

EVAL: Highly recommended SCIS 889842

DAVIES, Nicola & MALAND Nick

Big blue whale.

Walker, 1997.

ISBN 0744528453 [599.5]

What better way for a young child to gather information
than by reading and/or sharing a beautiful picture book
such as this. The well written text is simple, direct and
engaging, while the finely cross-hatched, softly colour-
washed illustrations capture the imagination. Different print
type and size is used to good effect to reinforce and facilitate
understanding and appreciation of the comprehensive infor-
mation provided on the great blue whale: information such
as the size and scale of the great mammal, its extraordinary
features and special characteristics, its habitat, source of
food, lifestyle and life cycle. Here is a visually stunning,
beautifully designed and produced book with appeal to
young and old alike. B. Richardson
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USER LEVEL: Stage 1 Stage 2
AVAIL: $19.95
KLA: HSIE; ST

EVAL: Highly recommended SCIS 902682

DODDS, Dayle Ann & LITZINGER, Rosanne
Sing, Sophie!

Walker, 1997

ISBN 0744540097

Sophie is a small girl with a guitar, a big hat and even big-
ger voice, who just loooooooves to sing! Dismissed by each
of her family in turn for disturbing their activities, Sophie
is at last vindicated during a storm, during which only she
can console her frightened baby brother. Bold watercolour
illustrations enhance and illuminate the text, reflecting and
expanding the underlying emotional message. This exu-
berant picture book begs to be read aloud (preferably with
an American accent!), and for Sophie’s songs to be sung with
gusto! It would make an excellent vehicle for reader’s the-
atre, as well as providing an amusing model for student
writing. W. Smith

USER LEVEL: Stage 1 Stage 2

AVAIL: $19.95

KLA: CA; English

EVAL: Highly recommended SCIS 900008

EAST, Jacqueline

Iwon’t eat that.

Ragged Bears, 1997 (Ed the pup)

ISBN 1857141253

Ed the pup is learning about life’s ups and downs, and tak-
ing his parents along for the ride. They deal with the disas-
ters with love and patience, inspiring hope in all parents of
toddlers. Clear, full-page illustrations and bold simple text
make this an ideal picture book to share with children. The
language is appropriate and stimulating and would be suit-
able for emergent readers to tackle. Beginning readers would
find much of the text predictable with good picture support.
The surprises (where is the little mouse now?) included in
many of the illustrations are an added delight for the very
young reader. 5. Rasaiah

USER LEVEL: Early Stage 1 Stage 1

AVAIL: $16.95

EVAL: Highly recommended SCIS 906833

ELLIOT, David

Dragon tangle.

Scholastic, 1997

ISBN 1869432401 [821]
Rhyming text and intricate sketches of medieval scenes with
a comic relief complement each other in this well balanced
book. The verse describes a pair of dragons enjoying a clum-
sy visit to the fair. The one page poem is repeated line by
line throughout the book as all is revealed via the illustra-
tions. This is definitely a case of letting your imagination
run riot! Delicious anticipation of the dragons’ next cata-
strophe adds to the readers’ enjoyment. The rich vocabu-
lary invites discussion of the literary style of the period and
the terminology used in medieval times. S. Rasaiah

USER LEVEL: Stage 2

AVAIL: Paper $7.95

KLA: English; HSIE SCIS 904058

RESOURCES

GRAHAM, Bob

Queenie the bantam.

Walker, 1997

ISBN 0744555191

Here is a wonderful tale of an adven-

turous little chicken’s entanglement

with a thoroughly modern, at times

quirky family. The author has used

simple, direct text with dialogue to

produce a picture book which will

prove enjoyable for young readers,

and for individual and small group

work. The mixed layout of large and

many quite small illustrations may

make it less accessible for whole class

work. The full colour illustrations are typical of Bob Gra-
ham’s style, and entertaining in themselves. The suggested
limitation of the layout for larger groups should not detract
from the diverse overall possibilities of this polished work.
R. Dobson

USER LEVEL: Stage 1 Stage 2

AVAIL: $21.95

KLA: English; HSIE; ST SCIS 903915

GREGORY, Nan & LIGHTBURN, Ron

How Smudge came.

Hodder Children’s, 1997

ISBN 0733601316

The deserved recipient of a swag of awards, this is a very
special picture book, sensitively told and emotionally engag-
ing. Cindy shares a group home for people with disabilities.
When the small puppy that she has adopted is discovered,
it is removed and taken to the RSPCA. Cindy, however, is
determined to retrieve it. Softly coloured, evocative pencil
drawings are in perfect harmony with the theme and tone of
the story which, although heart-touching, is not overly sen-
timental. Facial expression, body language, space, angle and
perspective are used most effectively to ensure reader empa-
thy, so that Cindy’s excitement, joy and sorrow are shared
experiences. This is a must on every bookshelf. B. Richard-
son

USER LEVEL: Stage 1 Stage 2

AVAIL: Paper $11.95

KLA: HSIE; PDHPE

EVAL: Highly recommended SCIS 901879
McCULLY, Emily Arnold

Starring Mirette and Bellini.

Ashton Scholastic, 1997

ISBN 1863887350

In this sequel to the Caldecott Medal winnerx, Mirette on the
high wire, Mirette again captivates those she meets, the read-
er included. She is concerned for the ordeals of others, this
time the plight of peasants in Tsarist Russia, and she demon-
strates tenacity, courage and loyalty. Set around the turn of
the century, the illustrations evoke and reflect European soci-
ety of the time by employing an impressionistic style. The
changing moods and themes of the story are depicted
through skilful use of colour. This picture book will prove to
be useful stimulus material for visual arts or as a discussion
starter. N. Chaffey

USER LEVEL: Stage 1 Stage 2 Stage 3

AVAIL: $19.95
KLA: CA; English; HSIE; PDHPE
EVAL: Highly recommended SCIS 901100
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RESOURCES

MCDONNELL, Flora

Flora MacDonnell’s ABC.

Walker, 1997.

ISBN 0744544130 [421]
Bright colour, large simple illustrations, a blend of familiar
and exotic objects: this is an appealing picture book for very
young readers. The colour combinations are most effective.
There is sufficient detail to reward close observation and re-
reading. Both a large and small object illustrate each letter,
so a mouse gazes wistfully at the moon; a ladybird rests on
alemon; cats cruise in a Cadillac; and an elephant carefully
balances an egg. Letters are presented in upper and lower
case. One label is entirely lower case, the other entirely upper
case, which may confuse beginning readers and is the only
discordant note in this otherwise polished and attractive
work. J. Buckley

USER LEVEL: Early Stage 1 Stage 1

AVAIL: $19.95 SCIS 900134

WADDELL, Martin & FIRTH, Barbara

Con va cha, gau con =You and me, Little Bear.
Walker, 1996

ISBN 1854305239

The satisfaction-of togetherness is the message of this pic-
ture book, where the endearing Big Bear and Little Bear
spend a day at work and play. Little Bear’s behaviour and
interests are very like that of young children. The bears are
brought to life in Barbara Firth’s charming illustrations,
which exactly capture their close relationship. The universal
themes of the work, and its essential simplicity make it an
appropriate dual language text. The Vietnamese translation
by My Tang is well placed on the pages. This edition could
be used as a model for written and spoken activities for back-
ground speakers of Vietnamese. J. Buckley

USER LEVEL: Stage 1 Stage 2 Stage 3

AVAIL: $24.95

KLA: LOTE SCIS 880198

MORRIS, Jill & DYE, Sharon
The wombat who talked to the stars: the journal
of a northern hairy-nosed wombat.
Greater Glider, 1997

ISBN (0947304282

The northern hairy nosed wombat is

one of Australia’s most critically
endangered species. There is thought

to be only one colony of sixty five ani-
mals left. The authors have targeted

one of these, number 104, and clever-

ly let him tell his story in this well
designed, beautifully illustrated and produced picture book.
Also provided is comprehensive and fascinating informa-
tion on the species in general, using a variety of text and
visual approaches to ensure easy access and assimilation by
young investigators. Topics covered include special charac-
teristics, prehistoric ancestors, location and habitat and the
current captive breeding program. A photocopiable activities
sheet is included. B. Richardson

USER LEVEL: Stage 1 Stage 2 Stage 3
AVAIL: $16.95

KLA: ST

EVAL: Highly recommended

[599.2]

SCIS 897166

WHEATLEY, Nadia & KLEIN, Deborah

The greatest treasure of Charlemagne the king.
Scholastic, 1997

ISBN 1863886990

Anyone who values reading, and cares

about passing that value on to others,

will cherish this picture book. It is an

affirmation of the power of books to

open access to other worlds. Charle-

magne can have whatever he desires,

but nothing interests him. His observa-

tion of an engrossed reader, in contrast

to the cavalcade of treasures presented

for his interest, is followed by his experience of learning to
read. Emerging readers will empathise with Charlemagne’s
initial struggles; those reading fluently will enjoy his new
found passion. The coloured pastel and pencil illustrations
are exactly right—atmospheric, stylised, well designed and
detailed. A strong strand of scholarship underpins this
humorous and beautifully crafted work. J. Buckley

USER LEVEL: Stage 2 Stage 3 Stage 4 Stage 5

AVAIL: $19.95
KLA: English
EVAL: Highly recommended SCIS 905173

RIDDLE, Tohby

The great escape from City Zoo.

Angus & Robertson/HarperCollins, 1997

ISBN 0207189544

Sophisticated and enigmatic, this pic-

ture book presents a witty satire on

the city and notions of identity, hero-

ism and freedom. On the surface the

story is simple: an anteater, elephant,

turtle and flamingo break out of the

City Zoo and, disguised, manage to

blend in for a time and enjoy their

freedom in the city. Inevitably, how-

ever, they are captured and returned

to the zoo where they are acclaimed as heroes. All except
Flamingo who, remaining at large, becomes a legendary fig-
ure. Simple? Not really. Dig deeper: read closely. The under-
stated text is enriched and extended by a wealth of clever
visual jokes and allusions in illustrations resembling black
and white film stills. B. Richardson

USER LEVEL: Stage 1 Stage 2 Stage 3 Community
AVAIL: $22.95

EVAL: Highly recommended SCIS 903562

Winners: The very best of friends and other
stories. [sound recording]

ABC, 1996. (51 min.) (ABC audio)

ISBN 0642176698

Seven texts on this recording are read from well
loved, award winning Australian picture books: The
very best of friends; Murgatroyd’s garden; The journey
home; Hector and Maggie, Edward the emu; and The
paw. Complementing and extending the fine, dra-
matic readings are appropriate sound effects and
music which provide an extra sensual dimension
for those listening with picture book in hand. Each
of the five readers/performers brings his/her own
interpretation to a reading, and listeners will have
their own favourites. Ideal for children who are not
yet independent readers, those with impaired
vision, or those who are sick, it is a different and
enjoyable way of experiencing some great stories. B.
Richardson

USER LEVEL: Stage 1

AVAIL: $16.95

KLA: English SCIS 899379
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Fiction for younger readers

Resources are arranged alphabetically by author. Some of
these books are also suitable for lower secondary students.

ALLEN, Eleanor & PARKER, Harvey

Ghost on the landing.

Macdonald Young, 1997 (Tremors)

ISBN 0750022183

Although this short, illustrated novel for newly indepen-
dent readers contains a number of cliches (both characters
and situation), it has enough style and originality to devel-
op into an interesting and satisfactory story. The tall house,
with its long drop through the central staircase, the myste-
rious cleaning woman, the vengeful spirits imagined by the
young heroine in her desire for revenge against her bullying
brother, the seeming effectiveness of her calling upon ghost-
ly spirits for help, all combine to make a suitably atmos-
pheric tale. Motivations of the child protagonists are realis-
tic, and clues are well-placed (but not too obvious) in this
taut, direct narrative with a nicely ambiguous ending. W.
Smith

USER LEVEL: Stage 2

AVAIL: $22.95 SCIS 903702

BRENNAN, Herbie
Letters from a mouse.
Walker, 1997

ISBN 0744541328

Pedants beware, capital letters and apostrophes are notable
for their absence: s. mouse of hayes bros (sic) can’t reach the
shift button with his short legs. Nonetheless, he does a mean
job of writing letters. Young readers should enjoy the fun as
this amazing little rodent foils the escape plans of robbers
of half-a-million pounds. Told in small, readable chunks—
a series of letters written by our hero to an unknown cus-
tomer on the office computer late at night—the story fea-
tures mystery and mayhem, goodies and baddies. It is all
enlivened with wit, humour and whimsical line drawings.
Try this one with computer buffs, newly independent
and/or reluctant readers. B. Richardson

USER LEVEL: Stage 1 Stage 2

AVAIL: $16.95 SCIS 901533

CAREY, Peter

American dreams.

Angus & Robertson, 1997 (Masterpiece)

ISBN 02071913X

Marshall McLuhan declared that the medium is the mes-
sage, and this series exemplifies that maxim dramatically.
Here a short story (taken from The fat man in history) is pre-
sented as a complete work, copiously illustrated by Grego-
ry Rogers, and presented in a variety of typefaces and lay-
outs, which echo and amplify the literal meaning of the text.
As a literary work the story is subtle and ironic, but in this
format it becomes a much more straightforward and acces-
sible account of how one man’s obsession transforms a small
Australian country town, making tourist attractions of the
town and everyone in it. M. Lobban

USER LEVEL: Stage 3 Stage 4 Stage 5

AVAIL: Paper $12.95 SCIS 898439

RESOURCES

CLARK, Sherryl

The too-tight tutu.

Penguin, 1997 (Aussie Bites)

ISBN 0140384456

The trials and tribulations which lead to Merry’s first ballet
solo make a delightful story about believing in yourself and
working for your dreams. This quest will strike a familiar
note with many readers, both young and old! By the end of
her performance, Merry has achieved some very special and
worthwhile things: the respect of all, including her pest of a
brother; and most importantly, she has satisfied herself. Won-
derfully sympathetic and expressive line drawings by Cathy
Wilcox enhance the characters and complement the script.
This book could stimulate discussion about healthy com-
petition and self esteem. N. Chaffey

USER LEVEL: Stage 2

AVAIL: Paper $6.95

KLA: English; PDHPE

EVAL: Highly recommended SCIS 906988
COLLINS, Paul

Old bones.

Angus & Robertson, 1997 (Shivers)

ISBN 0207191417

Lurid covers, strong series identification and short, cheer-
fully gory texts are the distinguishing features of these not
too scary junior horror stories. Each book contains two sto-
ries, each inverted from the other, giving two colourful cov-
ers and tantalising introductions. The writing is brisk and
direct, reserving figurative language to describe pulsing
brains or blood-spurting wounds. The young protagonists of
the stories have little faith that the adults around them will
believe or help them, so they must take on crazed school
teachers, vengeful misfits and savage dinosaurs alone.
Although some lingering menace may remain at the end,
there is also a sense of order restored. M. Lobban

USER LEVEL: Stage 3 Stage 4
AVAIL: Paper $9.95

Titles in this series include:
Promise not to laugh  SCIS 901042

SCIS 901047

CONDON, Matthew

The tunnel.

Lothian, 1997 (After dark 15)

ISBN 0850918308

From a derelict railway tunnel deep in

the rainforest, mysterious children’s voic-

es ring out, inviting Jack to come and

play. Terrified, he leaves, but is intrigued

when the townsfolk deny the existence

of both the children, and the tunnel. His

subsequent search for the truth abounds

in tension and compels the reader to con-

tinue. A dramatic story which would cap-

ture an audience if read aloud or used in

storytelling, this would be equally suc-

cessful for individual reading by those keen on a scary expe-
rience. This unusual tale is cleverly told, easy to read and
supported by interesting other worldly illustrations which
add to the overall air of mystery. L. Monticone

USER LEVEL: Stage 3 Stage 4

AVAIL: Paper $8.95 SCIS 900048
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RESOURCES

DURANT, Alan

Return to Creepe Hall.

Walker, 1997

ISBN 0744541476

Readers with a yen for vampires, body-snatchers, mad sci-
entists and gloriously awful puns will find this book right up
their alley. Oliver returns to Creepe Hall for the holidays
and finds a host of crazy adventures awaiting him. Mummy
is on hand to guide him on his way, while the newly creat-
ed Cleopatra is demonstrating some design faults, acting
like a B-grade movie character. Perhaps a vampire’s fang
problems can be solved by creative dentistry. Maybe Uncle
Franklin can create snow for Christmas. Solutions to these
problems and many more will be found in this rollicking
yarn, which would be ideal for reading aloud in class. M.
Steinberger

USER LEVEL: Stage 2 Stage 3

AVAIL: $16.95 SCIS 901529

ELDRIDGE, Jim

Captain Hawk and the stone of destiny.

A & C Black, 1997 (Graffix)

ISBN 0713645571

An adventurous tale, this features Captain James Hawk, the
captain of an intergalactic space-craft, and his robotic part-
ner Xan-X. They undertake a danger-filled quest to recover
the stone of destiny in just 48 hours for the evil Warlord
Pinn. Presented in comic strip format with a great deal of
humour, this is an extremely readable book which would
be ideal for reluctant readers who enjoy humorous adven-
tures. The text is relatively simple and is used in both speech
bubbles and small, descriptive paragraphs, whilst the black
and white sketch illustrations are very effective. J. Eade
USER LEVEL: Stage 2 Stage 3 Stage 4

AVAIL: $19.95 SCIS 901966

GLEESON, Libby & COX, David
Queen of the universe.

Omnibus, 1997 (Solo)

ISBN 1862913145

Everyone in the family gets into the act

helping Gina—with lines, costume and

props—for Gina, in her role of Queen of

the Universe in the school play, is set to

be a star. Her sibling would like to be in

the play too, but unfortunately is consid-

ered too little. Fate steps in, Gina gets

chickenpox. Who knows the part? Who will get the starring
role? Repetition and natural dialogue are used to good effect
in the simple text, which combines with quirky, shaded line
drawings to tell this child-centred little story. It is a book for
beginning readers which many older readers (child and
adult) will also enjoy. B. Richardson

USER LEVEL: Stage 1 Stage 2

AVAIL: Paper $7.95 SCIS 898213

HOLLAND, Julia

Through the doorway.

University of Queensland Press, 1997 (UQP story-
bridge series)

ISBN 0702229210

Issues are gently handled in this sweet and mysterious story
of Tansy’s twelfth summer. Set on and around Tambourine
Mountain in Queensland, the landscape is lavishly
described, deliciously evoking the colours and fragrances
of the rainforest. Tansy is experiencing the restless boredom

of early adolescence when an excursion into the bush
becomes a confusing experience of time travel. In her sub-
sequent search for the truth about the sad Elise and her mys-
terious house, Tansy finds some other important truths about
friendship and responsibility, love and death. This is a pleas-
ant and well-written novel for the middle years age group.
J. Donovan

USER LEVEL: Stage 3 Stage 4

AVAIL: Paper $12.95

KLA: English; HSIE SCIS 899182

HOOK, Brendan

Harry the honkerzoid.

Penguin, 1997 (Puffin Books)

ISBN (0140386793

When Chris first met Harry the honkerzoid he suddenly
found that he could play his clarinet piece perfectly. After a
series of disasters on the night of the concert, Chris and
Harry are able to save the day with Harry’s very special
magic. The text contains many onomatopoeic sounds to
enhance the story and help create a musical atmosphere.
Black and white sketch illustrations appear on every page
complementing the simple text, whilst a musical piece enti-
tled March of the honkerzoids is found at the end of the book.
This music, it notes, is ideal for clarinet, piano, strings and
trombone. J. Eade .

USER LEVEL: Stage 1 Stage 2

AVAIL: Paper $9.95

KLA: CA SCIS 902396

LARDNER, Kim

McMuscles and other stories for giggling. [sound
recording]

ABC, 1996. (40 min.)

ISBN 0642176531

Kim Lardner shares with a group of children three very
child-centred stories (including his popular The sad little mon-
ster and the jelly bean queen) with irresistible warmth, humour
and spontaneity. Even adults find it easy to get caught up
in the fun and nonsense, and soon find themselves joining
in with the infectious giggling of the recorded, interacting
child audience. This sharing/listening story experience
should win Lardner many child fans, and send them search-
ing for his picture books. Adults wanting to organise a vis-
iting author for young children will find themselves tempt-
ed to contact this personable author/ performer to enjoy his
storytelling live. B. Richardson

USER LEVEL: Stage 1 Stage 2

AVAIL: $16.95 ABC

KLA: English SCIS 899398

LINDQUIST, R. C.

The intruder.

Lothian, 1997 (After dark 14)
ISBN 0850918332

Another chilling tale in the series, this one recounts a dis-
turbing babysitting experience. Although very competent
with young children, Taryn is not prepared for the terrifying
events that take place during her evening with the timid
four year old, Serendipity. A very readable story, it moves
rapidly from secure comfort to terror. Powerful black and
white illustrations intensify the sense of menace as it increas-
es in the narrative. Brief and simply written, this book is
sure to hold the interest of young readers who enjoy horror
stories, including reluctant readers. C. Sly

USER LEVEL: Stage 3 Stage 4

AVAIL: Paper $8.95 SCIS 900049
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LONG, John.

Muystery of Devil’s Roost.

Fremantle Arts Centre, 1997

ISBN 1863681647

Peter and Sarah have travelled to their

aunt and uncle’s farm near Cairns for a

holiday. They become fascinated by sto-

ries of fossil finds and Aboriginal rock

paintings in the caves of nearby Devil's

Roost. When they investigate the area,

an encounter with a strange crystal dur-

ing a solar eclipse propels the children

backwards in time to the Palaeozoic Era.

While not the roller coaster plot of a

Jurassic Park, the author succeeds bril-

liantly in convincing his readers to suspend their disbelief
and enjoy the ride. The time line on the last page is a useful
reference tool while reading. I. McLean

USER LEVEL: Stage 3 Stage 4

AVAIL: Paper $9.95 SCIS 900254

MACDONALD, Caroline

Through the witch’s window.

Penguin, 1997 (Puffin books)

ISBN 0140380558

Rose Tattoo is a sculptor who works with junk, but the four
children living in the caravan park near the tip think her
odd, and are convinced that she is a witch. When their dog
disappears, they are certain that Rose is responsible. This
short chapter book is well written, fast paced, and very child
oriented. It is made even more appealing by Mark Wilson’s
atmospheric pen and ink drawings, which capture mood,
tone and feeling, and intensify the drama in the story. Ideal
for sharing, it offers much to discuss, such as the attitudes
and behaviour of the children towards someone they per-
ceive as different. B. Richardson

USER LEVEL: Stage 1 Stage 2

AVAIL: Paper $9.95 SCIS 894683

MARTIN, S. R.

Chair.

Scholastic, 1997 (Insomniacs 7)
ISBN 1863888187

If instant gratification, non-threatening vocabulary, and
quick resolution of the plot are the keys to sustaining the
interest of young reluctant readers, then this is the perfect
chapter book for this group. The characters are briefly
defined, as the merits of the story rely on the supernatural
elements around which the plot loosely hangs. The gang (all
boys) has its hang out at the local rubbish tip. It is there that
they find an old armchair which begins to devour the gang
members one by one. The climax involves heroism, rescue,
destruction, and a fatalistic acceptance that one of the gang
has gone into the armchair abyss. S. Rasaiah

USER LEVEL: Stage 3 Stage 4

Paper $6.95

Other recent titles in this series include:
Cold SCIS 896883
The tunnel, the dark SCIS 896884

SCIS 907161

MATTHEWS, Penny
Potato baby.

ABC, 1997

ISBN 0733305679

Katie is not in the least interested in babies. This causes prob-
lems with her friend, Rebecca (who is besotted with her new

RESOURCES

baby brother), and to make matters worse now her step-
mother Jenny is pregnant. Katie preferred life when it was
just herself and her Dad. How Katie adjusts to her new fam-
ily situation and learns that change doesn’t have to make
things worse, is sensitively told in a heartwarming illus-
trated story that evidences a real understanding of children
and families. The narrative style is natural, easy, with a
happy balance maintained between dialogue and prose—
just right for newly independent readers. The story also
lends itself to reading aloud. B. Richardson

USER LEVEL: Stage 1 Stage 2

AVAIL: Paper $9.95
KLA: _PDHPE SCIS 903515
PURCELL, Fran

Jack in trouble.
Steele Wilson, 1997 (Even break)

ISBN 187626201X

Simply presented, this work is an honest approach to the
issue of attention deficit disorder (ADD). Everyone knows
Jack, but no one likes him. Jack can’t do much rightNhe lacks
physical and social skills, he loses things and he angers eas-
ily. The effect he has on others is described well. Teaching
through fiction in this manner is didactic in parts, however,
the story is pitched at youngsters involved with ADD, so
style and presentation (lots of large sketches), are appropri-
ate. Jack’s aunt and cousin Casey empathise with him and
help everyone find a release. Their discussion following the
diagnosis is an excellent presentation of issues surrounding
ADD. C. Thomas

USER LEVEL: Stage 2 Stage 3 Stage 4

AVAIL: Paper $9.95
KLA: PDHPE SCIS 899895
RYAN, Margaret

Queen Lizzie rules OK!

Black, 1997 (Jumbo jets)

ISBN 0713646896

A school history pageant is the focus of Lizzie’s efforts in
this lively, short novel. Lizzie seems to attract trouble at
home and at school. She is not content with a backstage role
in the pageant, and sets out to prove that women had a sig-
nificant and poorly acknowledged role in history. The big
night turns out to be full of surprises. Numerous black and
white illustrations by Wendy Smith extend and reinforce the
text. They provide good support for newly independent
readers, as well as underscore the humour. Speech bubbles
within the illustrations add an extra dimension to the text in
this well integrated work. J. Buckley

USER LEVEL: Stage 2

AVAIL: $16.95 SCIS 903432

SEFTON, Catherine

The Skeleton Club.
Penguin, 1995 (Young Puffin)
ISBN 0140374825

Strength in unity—little kids stand up to the school bully
and win in this version of an old but cleverly wrought
theme. Told conversationally in the first person, it has a
pleasantly distinct Irish tone in vocabulary, names and
phrasing. Conor, somewhat reluctant member of the Skele-
ton Club, is the link between the gang and the other kids in
the school. His cousin, Big Annie, has had enough of the
bully Jerome. She defends the new kid by rallying all vic-
tims and stomping on Jerome’s opinion that boys act, girls
talk. The realistic conflict is developed slowly and smooth-
ly through dialogue. Playground politics is nicely illustrat-
ed by detailed drawings. C. Thomas.
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USER LEVEL: Stage 3 Stage 4

AVAIL:
EVAL:

Paper $7.95

Highly recommended 5CIS 903726

SHELDON, Dylan
Harry and Chicken.
Walker, 1997 (Racers)
ISBN 0744552907
Harry is no ordinary cat, not only can he talk, but he also
knows that Sara’s special nickname within the family is
Chicken. In fact, Harry is not really a cat at all, but an alien
from outer space, and he has chosen Sara and her family to
live with whilst he is stuck on earth, which could be for cen-
turies. This delightful, humorous story is written in short
chapters interspersed with black and white illustrations. It
is an ideal book for the young emerging reader, as each chap-
ter is introduced with an amusing heading and illustration.
J. Eade

USER LEVEL: Stage 1 Stage 2 Stage 3
AVAIL: Paper $7.95

Other recent titles in this series include:
Harry the explorer SCIS 903929

SCIS 903931

Harry’s holiday SCIS 903930
SYMONS, Moya

Hatty’s hotline.

Penguin, 1997 (Puffin books)
ISBN 0140384723

Somehow readers just can't help liking Hatty. Her enthusi-
asms are misplaced and her perceptions naive, but her ener-
gy for everything makes her endearing. Hatty’s sense of
humour and self esteem are assets when she is commis-
sioned to write the teen advice column in the local newspa-
per. This she tackles with wit and verve, but fails to perceive
or prevent the corresponding alienation of friends and fam-
ily—that solid base which gave her the self-confidence to
become the teen guru in the first place. This is a funny, eas-
ily read novel full of recognisable characters: warm, subur-
ban, slightly vulgar. J. Donovan

USER LEVEL: Stage 3 Stage 4 Stage 5

AVAIL: Paper $9.95
KLA: English SCIS 900817
WALLACE, Karen

Grumblerug’s gang and the great-hairy-thing.
Collins Children’s, 1996 (Collins yellow storybook)
ISBN 0006751407

A prehistoric setting creates an interesting background for
this story. Five little cave children set out to solve the mys-
tery of the disappearing mammoth burgers, with the assis-
tance of their rug, Grumblerug. The adventurers solve the
mystery after discovering a few new inventions and a big
friend. The large text is accessible to the targeted group, and
each page includes black and white line drawings which
stimulate the reader’s interest in the ancient setting. Long
chapters may make this short story seem insurmountable. It
is suitable for reading aloud. R. Murray.

USER LEVEL: Stage 1 Stage 2

AVAIL: Paper $8.95 SCIS 896247

WOJCIECHOWSKI, Susan

Beany (not Beanhead) and the magic crystal.
Candlewick, 1997

ISBN 0763600520

What would you wish for if you had a magic wishing crys-
tal, but only one wish? This is the dilemma facing Bernice

Lorraine Sherwin-Hendricks, otherwise known as Beany.
Readers will surely empathise with her as she relates in short
self-contained chapters how she is tempted to use her wish
to win the coveted loving cup, find the missing school ham-
sters, achieve a decent school portrait and have the best party
ever, but finally gives it up to bring happiness to someone
else. This is a very satisfying, entertaining story which
should prove a real winner with young independent read-
ers who will surely seek more tales about this delightful
character. It reads aloud well. B. Richardson
USER LEVEL: Stage 1 Stage 2

AVAIL: $16.95

EVAL: Highly recommended

Fiction for older readers

Resources are arranged alphabetically by author. Some of
these items are also suitable for upper primary students.

SCIS 902686

ALCOTT, Monique

Le journal de Delphine.

Cambridge University Press, 1994 (Serie rouge)
ISBN 0521449790

What a delight is this enjoyable read! Delphine betrays all the
hallmarks of an emerging butterfly—an embarrassing
younger brother, pimples, large feet, a friend who tries to
pinch her first love, her first kiss, and the security of family
life. Presented as a diary with humorous illustrations, the
language (in French) is real, if not always grammatically
correct. The integrity of the style is enhanced with a liberal
use of colloquialisms that may send students rushing for
their dictionaries, but the usage is excellent reinforcement
for the real thing. Themes also integrate the concepts of liv-
ing in the European community allowing for great cultural
discussions. E. Maxwell

USER LEVEL: Stage 5 Stage 6

AVAIL: Paper $8.95

KLA: LOTE SCIS 805246
Other titles in this series include:

Aventure el passion: contes et

recits d’aujourd hui SCIS 835379
Chere Lambert!: un exchange

de lettres SCIS 805255
Des roses blanches pour Danielle:

et autres histoires passionnantes  SCIS 835399
Menestel: le tout-puissant SCIS 805251

BERNARD, Patricia
The outcast.
HarperCollins, 1997 (The outcast trilogy 1)

ISBN 0732257689

Packed with daring exploits and adventure, this futuristic
novel centres on a very different world. Four distinct civil-
isations exist to serve the powerful Mega rulers, who dwell
within a metal-walled city. Generations have had set ritu-
als and rites, until the Rule Changer comes. Fish, as he is
called, is a Mega throwback and has no accepted identity
with any group. Graphic descriptions with a unique cine-
matographic quality present some nightmarish characters
and settings which readily grasp a reader’s imagination.
Being the first book in a trilogy, it concludes with promise of
a lot more excitement to come. C. Sly

USER LEVEL: Stage 4 Stage 5

AVAIL: Paper $11.95 SCIS 897043
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BRODERICK, Damien & BARNES, Rory

Zones.

HarperCollins, 1997 (Moonstone)

ISBN 0732257603

A mysterious telephone caller from another time zone finds
fourteen year old Jenny Kane an appropriate contact. Her
high aptitude for, and love of science help her understand
how a progressive physicist working in 1960 has managed
to defy the constraints of time. His call links with Jenny, 35
years in the future. A rare blend of wit, humour and quan-
tum theory makes this an absorbing tale in which the bizarre
seems highly plausible. Its lively style and amusing events
make it very readable, especially for young adults with an
interest in weird angles on science. C. Sly

USER LEVEL: Stage 4 Stage 5

AVAIL: Paper $12.95 SCIS 900664

CATRAN, Ken

Doomfire on Venus.

Hodder Children’s Australia, 1997 (The solar
colonies 1)

ISBN 073360286X

Competent characterisation of good and bad females in con-
flict binds this science fiction adventure together. Servants of
the all powerful and impersonal Corp, Earth’s ruler, three
teenagers are left alone on Venus by the nicely unpleasant
pilot, Nel. Below the searing surface they mine ice, doomifire,
an energy source that Corp and rebellious Mars colonists
desperately want. There’s a little science and a lot of virtu-
al reality. Attacked by androids and rampant greenery, com-
manded by all-seeing holograms, then escaping into dream
worlds, the trio war with each other before realising the truth
and unifying to combat aliens and Corp. This is an interest-
ing read for science fiction fans, and those who might be
converted. C. Thomas.

USER LEVEL: Stage 5 Stage 6

AVAIL: Paper $10.95 SCIS 897241
Other recent titles in this series include:

The ghosts of Triton ~ SCIS 897240
CORBET-SINGLETON, Paul

The face.

Scholastic, 1997

ISBN 1863888063

Gibson Carver has been haunted by a nightmare all his life,
a dream in which he hurtles to his death from a runaway
big dipper ride. Coincidentally, his new home with his
grandmother is near a fun park fronted by a large grinning
face, and his new school is dominated by a manipulative
bully who seems mystically connected with the fun park
face. The events of the novel move inexorably towards a real
life re-enactment of Gibson’s dream. Dramatic moments
abound, as Gibson is portrayed as the helpless dupe of the
malevolent Carl, but the device of the face is overused and
genuine terror is lacking. M. Lobban

USER LEVEL: Stage 4

AVAIL: Paper $12.95 SCIS 901037

DARLING, Kate

Nothing to write home about.

Omnibus, 1997 (Shorts)

ISBN 1862913285

The sad irony of this title is its self-description: pointing out
the mot juste is an obvious but salient observation. The novel
describes the first week of a new term in Year 12 at a board-
ing school, as seen through the dreary eyes of prickly and

RESOURCES

self-absorbed Lola. Touching with astonishing superficiali-
ty on the issue of bulimia, and dwelling at length on the
bitchiness of teenaged girls, there is very little else to report.
This slender novel was written from the inside, by a sixteen
year old boarder, as a fictionalised depiction of a typical
week at school. J. Donovan

USER LEVEL: Stage 4 Stage 5

AVAIL: Paper $8.95

KLA: English SCIS 901057

DISHER, Gary

The half dead.

Lothian, 1997 (After dark 12)

ISBN 0850918480

A sophisticated approach to the horror
genre, this series features dark shadowy
covers and brooding black and white
illustrations. Renny lives in a unhappy
land where physical disfigurement and
amputated limbs are the norm. Alienated
from her family and classmates, Renny
seeks shelter in the Black Hall, where she
discovers its awful secret. The building is haunted by the
workmen who died horribly during its construction, and
whose restless bodies remain forever trapped in its concrete
floor. The large type, short chapters and frequent illustra-
tions make this accessible reading, however the easily fright-
ened may be disturbed by its rather gothic flavour. M. Lob-
ban

USER LEVEL: Stage 4
AVAIL: Paper $8.95

Other recent titles in this series include:

SCIS 898617

The intruder SCIS 900049
The red shoes SCIS 891472
The tunnel SCIS 900048

The wombat king SCIS 898622

Fears and fantasies: stories.

/ compiled by Andy Griffiths. Heinemann, 1997
(Blasters)
ISBN 0858599139
Quirky, eerie, sometimes funny stories, these have teenagers
as main characters and victims. Combining supernatural
and strange events with genuine adolescent emotions, the
stories are easy to read and most are told conversationally in
the first person. The familiar: homework; camping out; a
temper tantrum; the beach; are cleverly manipulated to
explore an odd aspect. Each story has several illustrations
and highlighted quotes. The stories aim for impact, and suc-
ceed. They are short and gripping enough for reluctant read-
ers, and better readers will pick up the more literary details.
This is a fine collection with wide appeal. C. Thomas.
USER LEVEL: Stage 3 Stage 4 Stage 5
AVAIL: Paper $12.95

EVAL: Highly recommended SCIS 901818

FISK, Pauline

Tyger pool.

Red Fox, 1996

ISBN 0099264110

Rosemary, bereft at the loss of her mother, is living with her
father and grandpa when two momentous events occur
which catapult her into turmoil. The first is the inhabiting of
the derelict Guildhall next door by a family to whom she is
inexplicably drawn, and the second the arrival of a paying
guest, intrusive and sinister. It is not childish angst which
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makes her dislike the intruder, but an instinctive warning, for
this is a diabolical creature whose malevolence will wreak
havoc throughout the neighbourhood. The well developed
characters are a highlight, as are the sensitively portrayed
interpersonal relationships, including the touching one
between Rosemary and her grandpa. L. Monticone

USER LEVEL: Stage 4 Stage 5

AVAIL: Paper $8.95 SCIS 884785

FLYNN, Warren

Gaz takes off.

Fremantle Arts Centre, 1997

ISBN 1863681809

Gary Green is portrayed as an every-

teenager, this time an innocent abroad

on a Rotary-sponsored exhibition tour

of creative works by West Australian

students. Gaz has adventures and

makes friends in Paris, New York and

Toronto, sampling new food, ogling new

girls, and managing to be both a sensi-

tive and a resourceful bloke. The Mona Lisa means nothing
to him, but he is in his element when attacked by a bear or
stranded in a Canadian blizzard. This is lightweight, pleas-
ant fare, with Gary a decent and affable hero and exotic loca-
tions evoked vividly through adolescent eyes. M. Lobban

USER LEVEL: Stage 3 Stage 4

AVAIL: Paper $12.95 SCIS 900264

FRENCH, Jackie

The book of unicorns.

Angus & Robertson, 1997 (Bluegum)

ISBN 0207191158

Magical, mystical creatures, unicorns, and they provide the
fantasy element in each of the five stories in this collection.
The magic, however, is so cleverly interwoven with reality
that the reader is never quite sure if and where the line is
drawn. The stories vary considerably in length, three very
short and one quite long. In each, French'’s facility with lan-
guage and power of evocative description is evident, as is
her ability to produce stories with a difference: an element
of surprise, a novel twist. These are stories which will appeal
mainly to those who enjoy quiet, thoughtful, reads which
demand suspension of disbelief and imaginative response.
B. Richardson

USER LEVEL: Stage 3 Stage 4

AVAIL: Paper $10.95 SCIS 896515

GREENWOOD, Kerry

Cave rats.

Hodder Headline, 1997

ISBN 0733604757

Ten years after a cataclysmic technolog-

ical disaster, a city is divided. Some peo-

ple have fortressed themselves against

external dangers, while hoards of

orphaned, feral children live in the sew-

ers. Tehan, a young lad with telepathic

powers, is rescued from the sewers and,

under the guidance of Prophet Sarah and

her followers, he is engaged to find the child of the Voice
and save the city. Perhaps overly ambitious, this story seeks
to combine such elements as Christianity, anarchy, science
and pseudo-science. Its rather complex style, array of inci-
dental characters, and grim atmosphere are likely to hold
the interest only of the most tenacious readers. C. Sly

USER LEVEL: Stage 5

AVAIL: Paper $11.95 SCIS 900818

GRIFFITHS, Andy

Just tricking.

Reed, 1997 (Mammoth)

ISBN 1863307680

Anyone from eight to 108 will laugh at the extraordinarily
imaginative and weird situations in which Andy, the prac-
tical joker, finds himself. Although every story shows the
folly of practical jokes, the reader’s sympathy is with him
every time, and the author’s gift for comedy should encour-
age the most reluctant student to persist to the end. The
opening yarn, in which Andy’s parents actually bury him
in the back yard when he feigns death to avoid school, could
seem bizarre. Terry Denton’s quixotic drawings and cap-
tions make a delightful accompaniment, worthy of a sepa-

rate reading when the pain of too much laughter has sub-
sided. H. Gordon

USER LEVEL: Stage 3 Stage 4 Stage 5

AVAIL: Paper $8.95 SCIS 902258

HAMILTON, Maggie
Mister Eternity.

Scholastic, 1997
ISBN 1863887989
Kings Cross teenagers, Seb and Josie, play amateur detec-
tive through a series of sinister and contrived twists, to track
down the attacker of their elderly friend, Lil. Drugs are oddly
absent, but death, corruption and street violence are recur-
ring themes. The plot follows Seb as he deals with his fear
and love of the streets, his peer and family conflicts, spiri-
tuality, and growing awareness of self, culminating in a near
death experience. Readers’ empathy with the characters will
be challenged by a dearth of concurrent ideas and subplots.
In the end, there are many threads left untied. C. Thomas

USER LEVEL: Stage 5 Stage 6

AVAIL: Paper $12.95 SCIS 901906

HARCOMBE, Dale

Chasing after the wind.

Scholastic, 1997

ISBN 1863887512

Being reared by a domineering, inflexible grandmother holds
little joy for twelve year old Chelsea Seymour. However,
things begin to change when she meets her voluntary read-
ing tutor, Mrs Davidson. She encourages Chelsea’s reading
skills and also discovers that the girl has a passion and innate
talent for painting. This learning process leads to strange,
inexplicable connections with her family’s history. An
absorbing tale, it delicately weaves bygone days of the Great
Depression with the present, shedding light on existing fam-
ily conflicts. Avid readers will find this an absorbing story of
a young girl’s search for her own identity. C. Sly

USER LEVEL: Stage 3 Stage 4

AVAIL: Paper $12.95 SCIS 901031

HARDING, Lee

Heartsease.

Angus & Robertson, 1997

ISBN 0207190968

As his familiar life and his parent’s marriage crumble around
him, Mathew tries to make sense of what is happening, both
for his own sake and for his bewildered little sister. A som-
bre tale, this novel chronicles the widening gulf between a
couple as one partner suffers a mid-life crisis and goes in a
new and disturbing direction. Despite the bleak nature of
the book there is hope, for throughout we see Mathew’s bur-
geoning career as a photographer flourish, providing an
optimistic outlook for the future. This is an interesting and
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thoughtfully written work in which the author has success-
fully incorporated many contemporary issues. L. Monticone
USER LEVEL: Stage 4 Stage 5

AVAIL: Paper $14.95 SCIS 897044

HARTNETT, Sonya
Princes.

Penguin, 1997

ISBN 0670874876

Again Hartnett provides the reader with an unusual, most
uncomfortable, but strangely compelling reading experi-
ence. Again her pre-occupation is with the darker aspects
of the human psyche and experience. The spotlight is turned
on the life shared by, and almost incestuous bond between,
23 year old twin brothers. Their parents have mysteriously
disappeared, and one of the twins, it is gradually revealed,
has an evil, seemingly psychopathic personality. Adding
extra dimension to the main narrative, which sits within the
Gothic mode, are grisly little stories drawn from a variety
of sources both fact and fiction. This is for those with a taste
for the sinister and macabre. B. Richardson

USER LEVEL: Stage 6 Community

AVAIL: Paper $14.95 SCIS 902438

HAYES, Rosemary
The silver fox.
Penguin, 1997
ISBN 0140380272

Emily, a young girl who has just lost her mother, is haunted
by her recurring premonition of impending disaster. She
knows it is tied in with both a mystic silver fox and her
namesake from a century ago, who seeks to warn and guide
her. However, to avert the disaster she must overcome the
scepticism of those around her. The setting for this gripping
adventure is Port Campbell, which brings the added dimen-
sions of a sense of Australian history and the mystique of
shipwrecks. This is an exciting, complex adventure in which
grief, mystery, revenge, and romance are woven together to
provide a great read. L. Monticone.

USER LEVEL: Stage 3 Stage 4

AVAIL: Paper $11.95 SCIS 902400

HILTON, Nette

Clouded edges: five teenagers, five stories, five
lives take shape.

Angus & Robertson, 1997

ISBN 0207191239

The focus is on five teenagers, each grappling with an
intensely personal problem. Bill needs to redefine his feelings
following the shock revelation of his father’s homosexuali-
ty; for Derri, a victim of incest, pregnancy is not a cause for
celebration; Jase has troubling feelings for his teacher; Josie
misreads lust for love; and Aimee grapples with guilt about
masturbating. Despite limitations on character development
imposed by the short story form, the easy, accessible style
and forthright targeting of too often hidden concerns will
attract many teen readers. There will be detractors, of course,
who find the topics too confronting, the style and language
too strong, for their personal comfort. B. Richardson
USER LEVEL: Stage 5 Stage 6

AVAIL: Paper $12.95

KLA: HSIE; PDHPE SCIS 901041
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MARTIN, SR

Swampland.

Scholastic, 1997

ISBN 1863887997

Marvin and his wheel-chair-confined brother, Zac, become
friendly with Edie, the eldest daughter of their new neigh-
bours, the Tuckers. But horrible things begin to happen in the
neighbourhood; the boys discover a dreadful secret about the
girls; and the district swamp becomes a sinister, deadly place.
Those trying to find well written horror stories for the ado-
lescent reader should pounce on this title. Firmly rooted in
the horror genre (odd new neighbours, gruesome mutilations,
brooding swamp) it offers readers a pacy, well sustained, sus-
penseful read with an intriguing science fiction twist. As a
bonus, characters are engaging and relationships are well
defined. The ending suggests a sequel. B. Richardson

USER LEVEL: Stage 3 Stage 4 Stage 5

AVAIL: Paper $12.95 SCIS 899186

MEASDAY, Stephen

The news on aliens.

University of Queensland Press,

1997 (Young adult fiction)

ISBN 0702228877 _

Rick Street, hero of The news they didn’t

use, is currently covering a UFO sight-

ing at World’s End Creek. Roger Priest,

the megalomaniac entrepreneur of

Rick’s last adventure, now shares a min-

ing enterprise there with titanium-hun-

gry Drongans from the planet Bluntt.

The goodies are represented by a contingent of journalists
from the planet Mul, where inter-planetary pirating of tele-
vision programs appears to be the main industry under-
pinning a culture based on cricket and bagpipe apprecia-
tion. Style and vocabulary are lively, the ideas plain crazy,
subliminally leading the reader to consider the ethics of
earthlings’ space exploration, between laughs. H. Gordon
USER LEVEL: Stage 4 Stage 5

AVAIL: Paper $12.95 SCIS 899179

METZENTHEN, David
Finn and the Big Guy.
Penguin, 1997 (Puffin books)
ISBN 0140382674

Finn is a dreamer, drifting through life in an Australian coun-
try town. Then a stranger helps him obtain a longed-for job
as a strapper in a Melbourne horse racing stables, and Finn
has to grow up quickly. His naivety and decency lead him to
undertake a daring rescue of his favourite horse when he
finds out the horse is to be deliberately injured for insur-
ance. Many themes enrich the story: Finn's transition from
country to city; his friendship with his landlady’s wheel-
chair bound daughter; questions of loyalty and responsi-
bility. Although contemporary, the book has a pleasantly
old-fashioned feel, and is a leisurely and satisfying read from
an accomplished storyteller. M. Lobban

USER LEVEL: Stage 4 Stage 5

AVAIL: Paper $12.95 SCIS 900865

OLDHAM, June

Escape.

Hodder Children’s, 1996 (H signature)
ISBN 034068724X

The maladjustment resulting from a father’s sexual abuse
of his own child is surely among the most difficult for any

SCAN Vol 16 No 4 NOVEMBER 1997

63




RESOURCES

64

social intervention agency to treat. This skilfully crafted
novel meets the challenge with restraint, sensitivity and
directness, as the victim confronts her situation and her need
to escape. Magdalen sees her excellent university entrance
results as the means of achieving independence and per-
sonal security in a student residence. Her father plans to
find her a flat instead. The pain of her struggle to disclose her
situation to outsiders is moving, and real enough to help
those in similar circumstances. H. Gordon

USER LEVEL: Stage 5 Stage 6

AVAIL: Paper $9.95

KLA: PDHPE SCIS 902201

STEWART, Alison

The year the Star fell.

Hodder Children’s, 1997

(Best friends)

ISBN 0733604129

Turning twelve, starting high school, and

the changes which accompany this life

stage are the background to this remark-

ably detailed and perceptive study of

childhood friendship, which counsellors

may wish to add to their fiction recom-

mendation list. Cassie has been Lou’s best

friend for years, and because of their shared interests has
unthinkingly made allowances for her selfishness and mean-
spiritedness. Now Lou’s wilfulness has led to a riding acci-
dent and injury, she rejects Cassie and makes her life a mis-
ery until Cassie realises she might manage without her. The
teenager’s inexperience with emotions and reluctance to

‘seek help are convincingly handled. H. Gordon

USER LEVEL: Stage 3 Stage 4

AVAIL: Paper $10.95
EVAL: Highly recommended SCIS 902307
SUTHERLAND, Robert

If two are dead.
Scholastic, 1997 (Sandy and David mysteries)

ISBN 0590249762

An exciting and readable mystery, this story uses its Cana-
dian wilderness setting well. David and Sandy, relationship
and ages undetermined, set out to photograph a decrepit,
inherited lodge at Lost Lake. In the remote Ontario lake
region they are run off the road into a ravine before stum-
bling onto a multi-million dollar bear poaching operation.
Tension is built by nature, a powerful tornado, and an
unknown, sinister human element. The locals warn them
off with supernatural tales, but the truth is worse. Older
readers will notice the lack of character development, but
the action is fast and plausible enough to carry the story. C.
Thomas

USER LEVEL: Stage 4 Stage 5
AVAIL: Paper $8.95

Information, poetry and drama

Resources are in Dewey order. The category KLA. is
intended to provide a guide as to which Key Learning
Areq the resource supports. These, and the USER
LEVEL, should only be used as a guide, as many
resources transcend age and subject barriers.

SCIS 903457

CD-ROM reviews are now interfiled in this section.
They can be easily pinpointed as they tend to be a little
longer than other reviews, and “CD-ROM” appears

bolded in the first sentence of the review. In the title
index to reviews, the descriptor [computer software]
appears.

Poetry and drama has now been interfiled in this section
in Dewey order so that works on poetry and drama are
no longer being split across two resource sections.

The following symbols indicate the Key Learning Area
used by the NSW Board of Studies:

CA Creative Arts (primary and secondary);
English English (primary and secondary);
HSIE Human Society & its Environment;
LOTE Languages other than English;

Mathematics Mathematics (primary & secondary);

PDHPE Personal Development/Health/Physical

Education;
Science Science (secondary);
ST Science & Technology (primary);
TAS Technology and Applied Studies
(secondary).
VOCED Vocational Education
DEARY, Terry

True UFO stories.

Scholastic Children’s, 1997

ISBN 0590134485 [001.91]
A collection of seven stories on the inexplicable field of
UFOs, these are based on reported sightings and encoun-
ters. Each narrative looks at a different aspect of the subject.
A follow up chapter to each story provides a summary of
facts from similar cases, presented in point form. The lan-
guage is accessible to competent readers and the brevity of
the stories, together with the fascination of the topic, will
ensure their popularity with reluctant readers. Full page
black and white illustrations begin each story, thus creating
the atmosphere. An interesting blend of story and factual
information, this will have strong appeal to a wide range of
readers. J. Anderson

USER LEVEL: Stage 2 Stage 3

AVAIL: Paper $8.95

KLA: HSIE; English SCIS 901055

Kids on the internet. [videorecording]

Martin & Rosenthal Educational, 1996 (30 min.)
ISBN none [004:6]
Presented by children whose expertise is used to enthuse
the novice audience, this video is a very basic introduction
to what is available on the Internet. Despite the cover adver-
tising the resource’s ability to inform on how to utilise elec-
tronic communication (email, news groups) or the World
Wide Web, the video does little more than outline the avail-
able services and possible routes to explore. Examples are
varied and focus on the interests and needs of students, illus-
trating the diversity of applications. The emphasis given by
the children is that the Internet is fun, regardless of whether
it is used in leisure time or for research. E. Maxwell

USER LEVEL: Stage 3 Stage 4 Stage 5 Professional
AVAIL: $59.00

KLA: CA; HSIE; Science; TAS ~ SCIS 900386
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NEELY, Mark

Internet guide for teachers, students and parents.
MaxiBooks, 1996

ISBN 1875666222 [004.6]
Although this resource joins the enormous range of mater-
ial currently available to teachers to introduce them to the
Internet, it is nonetheless a useful acquisition. There is a brief
history of the Internet, gopher, the World Wide Web, access-
ing email, and the operations and advantages of particular
search engines. Explanations and definitions are basic, clear
and well substantiated by graphics. Examples of searches
are demonstrated step-by-step with accompanying com-
mentary that outlines reasons for preferences selected. Appli-
cations for classroom usage, building your own home page
and useful addresses to explore are also included in this
Australian-focused publication. E. Maxwell

USER LEVEL: Stage 3 Stage 4 Stage 5 Stage 6

Professional
AVAIL: Paper $9.95
KLA: TAS SCIS 878692

Ma premiere encyclopédie. [computer software]
Edusoft, France, 1996

ISBN none [030]
Good quality speakers are critical for the satisfactory use of
this CD-ROM. Designed for five to eight year old back-
ground speakers, most of the information is provided aural-
ly, which is ideal for oral/aural activities in our primary
classrooms. Difficulty was experienced with synchronising
the speech with the images of the children speaking. Access
to information in this encyclopaedia is via objects which sur-
round the world of a tree, its physical characteristics and
inhabitants. Children located in the tree house open doors to
the ten principal worlds beyond: astronomy; the arts; geog-
raphy; anatomy and medicine; buildings and cities; work
and play; transport; food; the animal world; and geology.
Qutside and inside each room, definitions of basic vocabu-
lary are available, plus activities which vary from room to
room. Examples of activities include puzzles, colouring in,
recipes, memory matches and quizzes. All instructions,
including the user’s manual, are in French, so students will
initially require assistance, thereafter this is a terrific, enjoy-
able and easily accessible tool. E. Maxwell

Minimum requirements

Macintosh: System 7.1; 8MB RAM,; 256 colours
Windows 3.1: 4MB RAM; double speed CD-ROM
drive; 256 colours

USER LEVEL: Stage 1 Stage 2 Stage 3

AVAIL: $165.00 Intext
KLA: LOTE SCIS 899921
MOSES Brian

Your feelings. [series]

Wayland, 1997

Child-centred, lively and humorous,

these hand-sized picture books are

sure to appeal to their targeted early

childhood audience, and to somewhat

older readers. Each title focuses on a

particular emotion or feeling, explor-

ing its range and intensity and offer-

ing strong, positive and reassuring

messages and strategies for dealing

with and/or overcoming negative aspects commonly expe-
rienced. Simple, pared text combines with colourful, amus-
ing illustrations featuring fetching, cartoon style characters.
Included in each book are notes for parents and teachers
and a book list for further reading. These are useful and

RESOURCES
worthwhile resources for home, school and community.
B. Richardson

USER LEVEL: Early Stage 1 Stage 1

AVAIL: $24.95 each
KLA: PDHPE

Titles in this series include:
I'm bored SCIS 901861
I'm lonely SCIS 901862

MARK, Jan & MERRIMAN, Rachel

The tale of Tobias.

Walker, 1996

ISBN 0744547695 [229]
A fast-moving retelling of a Biblical story, this is told through
the eyes of Tobias’s dog. The story is refreshingly simple, as
the dog is obviously much more aware of the implications
of some events than is Tobias. The illustrations are colourful
and cartoon like, and do much to add to the overall tale.
Text and illustrations are surrounded by interesting border
designs which enhance the appearance of this delightful pic-
ture book. The tale itself reaches a satisfying conclusion in
which everything turns out all right and is one which stu-
dents are bound to appreciate. J. Eade

USER LEVEL: Early Stage 1 Stage 1

AVAIL: Paper $9.95 SCIS 899323

Aboriginal Dreamtime: stories and paintings of
the Pitjantjatjara tribe. [videorecording]

Video Classroom, 1995 (c. 30 min.)

ISBN none - [298]
Through different oral stories and one complex painting,
the Pitjantatjara people show their connections to their Land.
The stories are told in language with subtitles. The use of
video to capture and preserve these Dreaming stories is
important, as the medium demonstrates the changes brought
about by colonialism, and how Aboriginal people are using
them as a teaching tool for their own education needs and in
the broader context of educating non-Aboriginal Australians.
The video gives a small amount of information and if used
in the classroom can be a starting point for, or part of, an in-
depth study of Dreaming stories. C. Dorbis

USER LEVEL: Stage 4, Stage 5 & Professional

AVAIL: $89.00

KLA: HSIE

EVAL: Highly recommended SCIS 903461

Aboriginal women: Dreamtime stories and other
activities of the Walpiri tribe. [videorecording]
Video Classroom, 1995 (c. 50 min.)

ISBN none [298]

An eclectic set of women's cultural expressions is explored
through different segments of this video. It gives the Dream-
time story of goanna and the blue tongue lizard (which
belongs to the Walpiri people), bushtucker lessons and the
impact of Europeans. Each segment relates to women’s busi-
ness and should be used in this broader context. Told in lan-
guage and songs, one can feel the depth of a timeless land
and ageless culture, both of which are constantly adapting
to changes. This is a useful video which provides informa-
tion which needs to be explored in depth in the context of
differences and similarities throughout Aboriginal Australia.
C. Dorbis

USER LEVEL: Stage 4 Stage 5 Professional

AVAIL: $89.00
KLA: HSIE
EVAL: Highly recommended SCIS 903454
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Aboriginal crafts: The Walpiri tribe.
[videorecording]

Video Classroom, 1995

ISBN none [305.89]
Set in the desert country of central Australia, this video of the
Walpiri people focuses on the processes of traditional tar
production. How traditional methods are being maintained
or preserved is a complex issue. The video demonstrates
traditional tar making from Spinifex, but modern technolo-
gy is used to make the work easier. It shows the adaptabil-
ity of the people, but highlights an inherent problem for the
preservation or maintenance of Aboriginal culture—the
impact of Europeans. This video raises issues which need
to be explored in the context of different historical and con-
temporary experiences throughout Aboriginal Australia. C.
Dorbis

USER LEVEL: Stage 4 Stage 5 Professional

AVAIL: $89.00
KLA: HSIE
EVAL: Highly recommended SCIS 903458

GIESE, Diana

Astronauts, lost souls and dragons: voices of
today’s Chinese Australians in conversation
with Diana Giese.

University of Queensland, 1997 (UQP paperbacks)
ISBN 0702227862 [305.895]

Working from many extended interviews, Giese compiles a
rich thematic and personal account of the diversity of Chi-
nese Australian experience. Most interviewees are “drag-
ons”-—successes; some well known, such as Annette Shun
Wah, Clara Law or Bill O’Chee. Some are recent arrivals,
others Australians of several generations. Their enrichment
of Australian society through business, arts or community
activity is not at the expense of interest and pride in Chi-
nese heritage. Most speak with honesty and insight, reflect-
ing a mixed but generally positive experience of multicul-
tural Australia. There is little emphasis on racism. G.
Spindler

USER LEVEL: Stage 5 Stage 6 Professional

AVAIL: Paper $39.95

KLA: HSIE; LOTE SCIS 897953

Aboriginal experience: recollections of the
Walpiri old timers. [videorecording]

Video Classroom, 1995

ISBN none [305.89]
In language with subtitles, two Walpiri elders tell their story
of themselves and their country. Through memories of the
first whitefellas arriving in the desert country in the early
part of this century, personal and community wide issues
are raised and explored. The stories are enriched with his-
torical and modern footage of Walpiri country. The age of
the two men telling their stories gives importance to their
recollections, as they span much of the twentieth century.
The issues they raise would benefit from exploration in the
context of different historical and contemporary experiences
throughout Aboriginal Australia. C. Dorbis

USER LEVEL: Stage 4 Stage 5 Professional

AVAIL: $89.00

KLA: HSIE

EVAL: Highly recommended SCIS 903456
FRANKS, Christine

Keeping company: an intercultural conversation:
irlkwatherre, yatyarre, tantye-rtantye,
ngapartji-ngapartji, kepenhe, janku-janku.
University of Wollongong, 1996

ISBN 0864183747 [305.89]
Designed with social justice and reconciliation in mind, this
book reflects ordinary people’s efforts towards these. It
shows how modern Aboriginal writing should be conduct-
ed as a collaboration with Aboriginal peoples. Through lan-
guage, painting, kinship structures and reminiscences, the
complexities and maintenance of central Australian Abo-
riginal people’s well-being is explored. Each section has its
own emphasis on the theme of well-being. For example, the
annotated painting section reveals present and future needs,
whilst the kinship structure shows the complex needs for
well-being of Aboriginal peoples. This text is not a starting
point, it would be used after the basics of Aboriginal cul-
tural well-being are grasped. C. Dorbis

USER LEVEL: Stage 4 Stage 5 Stage 6 Professional
AVAIL: $49.50

KLA: HSIE; PDHPE; Science

EVAL: Highly recommended SCIS 897415

Wayland atlas of threatened cultures.
Wayland, 1996 (Wayland thematic atlases)
ISBN 0750215194

Brief information, accompanied
by maps and coloured pho-
tographs, encapsulate one culture
in each double page spread. This
approach is applied effectively to
the seven major world divisions
(Europe, Asia, North America
etc), with one threatened group,
typical of each area, chosen to
represent it. Other peoples threat-
ened in the same way are referred
to in that section. The book, with
its simple layout, is designed for
junior students and is very good
as a basis for comparisons, explanations of the factors endan-
gering a culture, and studies of indigenous peoples at this
level. Quite comprehensive lists of further reading and
organisations to contact are included. M. Hamlyn

USER LEVEL: Stage 3 Stage 4 Stage 5
AVAIL: $45.00

KLA: HSIE

[306.08]

SCIS 898269

New perspectives in social education. 4

/ edited by Ilze Getlins and Yvonne Goudie.
Cambridge University Press, 1996
ISBN 0521458153 [306.0994]

Fourth in a series initiated by the Victorian Association of
Social Studies Teachers as a resource for the interdiscipli-
nary Social Studies 7-10 course, this colourful text would be
a useful teacher’s resource in several NSW HSIE areas, par-
ticularly civics and citizenship. It deals with Australia and
Asia, political ideas and structures, law, indigenous peoples,
poverty and wealth, and sustainable development, through
issues, documents, questions or activities. Despite a few
oversimplifications or obscurities, the approach and the
wealth of ideas offer a great platform for lively, enquiry-
based learning. G. Spindler

USER LEVEL: Stage 4 Stage 5

AVAIL: Paper $27.95

KLA: HSIE SCIS 891729
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Aboriginal peoples. [series]
Heinemann Library, 1997

The diversity of Aboriginal cultures
and the differing ways colonialism has
impacted on contemporary Aboriginal

- societies are highlighted by this series.

Through different timeframes of visual

and written sources, snapshots of

change are captured. The diversity of

environments is explored through the

different titles, emphasising the unity

between Aboriginality and the Land,

their different colonial experiences, and

their contemporary societies. Well set out with clear, infor-
mative sections, maps, glossary and bibliography, it is a good
starting point in the understanding of Aboriginal Australia.
C. Dorbis

USER LEVEL: Stage 3, Stage 4, Stage 5 Stage 6
AVAIL: $24.95 each

KLA: HSIE

EVAL: Highly recommended

Titles in this series are:

Kombumerri: saltwater people SCIS 90220
Wangkangurru of the desert SCIS 902196
Wiradjuri of the rivers and plains SCIS 902191
Yolngu of the island Galiwin’ku  SCIS 902221

Green issues. [series]

Reed Library, 1997

Titles in this series examine the consequences of humans
exploiting the physical environment. Each title identifies the
components of the environment under study, effects of
human use, the threats, and conservation action at commu-
nity and personal levels. The strengths of these resources lie
in their clear setting out; emphasis on the Australian situa-
tion; and discussion of personal action to help rectify the
problem. However, the information is very densely packed
and varies from simple and explanatory, to complex tech-
nical terminology. More use of colour photographs, dia-
grams and graphs could have made the information more
accessible. The series is an excellent concept in an area of
resource need, but is lacking in its execution. L Monticone

USER LEVEL: Stage 5 Stage 6
AVAIL: $21.95 each
KLA: HSIE; Science

Titles in this series include:
Crystal clear: water pollution in Australia SCIS 900064

Turning the tide: marine conservation in Australia
SCIS 900058

Water way : wetlands conservation in Australia
SCIS 900060

HEALY, Kaye

Mining.

Spinney, 1997 (Issues for the nineties; v.72)

ISBN 1875682805 [338.20994]
Mining as a study topic for students of geography 7-10 needs
to be put in a relevant context. Presenting a balanced view
of the problems faced by industry, community and holders
of native title, this book places students in the position of
being able to come to valid conclusions as to how mining
fits into the broad context of the Australian environment.
Although fairly heavily text based, sections are included
which would be quite manageable for students in Years 9
and 10. Addressing interaction between Australians and
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their environments, and providing a perspective on con-
temporary environmental issues, this book is an excellent
addition to teacher’s resources. D. Low.

USER LEVEL: Stage 5 Professional

AVAIL: Paper $14.50

KLA: HSIE

EVAL: Highly recommended SCIS 895652
Also included in this series:

Alcohol SCIS 895647
Censorship SCIS 903893
Child care SCIS 895648
Euthanasia 5CIS 903919
Gambling SCIS 903891
Gene technology SCIS 903890
Homelessness SCIS 895649
The immigration debate  SCIS 903920
Our place in Asia SCIS 895656
Poverty in Australia SCIS 903892

Our land is our life: land rights, past present and

future.

/ edited by Galarrwuy Yunupingu. University of
Queensland Press, 1997
ISBN 070222958X

This is an important collection of essays
from leading Aboriginal voices about
land rights in contemporary Australia.
The essayists give an Aboriginal per-
spective on many issues in the contem-
porary land rights debate, including
social justice, reconciliation, legal issues,
historical construction and land rights
at work. There are primary documents,
including eight appendices from the
1963 Bark Petition, through to discus-
sions on the 1993 Native Title Act, and historical pho-
tographs. This resource may be used in Aboriginal studies,
modern history and legal studies. The issue of Aboriginal
land rights is fundamental to the processes of healing and
reconciliation. C. Dorbis

USER LEVEL: Stage 5 Stage 6 Professional

AVAIL: Paper $29.95

KLA: HSIE

EVAL: Highly recommended

[346.9404]

SCIS 898188

SYMONDS, Peter
Industrial inferno: the story of the Thai toy

factory fire.
Labour Press, 1997

ISBN 1875639160 [363.11]
This is a graphic case study of worker exploitation and gov-
ernment, business and union collusion. A fire in a flimsy,
overcrowded and locked factory kills 188 people—just some
of the 5000 who die annually in Thai industrial accidents.
The families receive little compensation and even less justice;
the company relocates to even cheaper environments and
prospers. This is an admittedly partisan picture of the cost
of the economic miracle, as manufacturers rush to set up in
cheap, unregulated labour markets. It argues that workplace
safety is being jettisoned worldwide as globalisation and
competition undermine the government will to maintain or
enforce regulations. G. Spindler

USER LEVEL: Stage 6 Community Professional
AVAIL: Paper, $24.95

KLA: HSIE; PDHPE; VOC ED  SCIS 900151
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Australian library. [series]

Heinemann Library, 1997

A welcome new series on social and his-

torical aspects of Australian culture,

these works are clearly set out using

large sub-headings and information

which is simple enough for younger

students. The series has also been

updated to reflect current historical

thinking on such questions as the dis-

covery or invasion of Aboriginal land

which occurred with the arrival of Cap-

tain Cook in 1770. Although a series,

each book has its own unique feel, with Bushrangers written
and illustrated in a soft sepia colour, while First settlement
and exploration uses blue for text and illustrations. Refresh-
ingly, Famous Australians contains an equal number of both
men and women. This is an up-to-date historical series. J.
Eade

USER LEVEL: Stage 2 Stage 3 Stage 4

AVAIL: $19.95 each

KLA: CA; HSIE;

Titles in this series include:

Bushrangers SCIS 902304
Famous Australians SCIS 902325
The first Australians SCIS 902314

First settlement and exploration SCIS 902310

SCOTT, Margaret

Port Arthur: a story of strength and courage.
Random, 1997

ISBN 0091835216 [364.1]
Events at Port Arthur on April 28, 1996, profoundly shocked
all Australians, but changed the lives of the people of the
Tasman Peninsula forever. The author is a resident of the
peninsula and she has sought to record events and to chart
their impact, frequently using the words of those most close-
ly involved. The book is divided into four sections: the site;
the day; fallout; recovery. The author is admirably objective
in her reporting and makes no attempt to understand or
explain Bryant’s actions. This is in no way a sensational or
prurient book; rather, it is compassionate, thought provok-
ing and affirming. M. Lobban

USER LEVEL: Stage 5 Stage 6 Community
Professional

AVAIL: Paper $17.95

KLA: HSIE; PDHPE SCIS 901944

Strategies for dealing with bullies.
[videorecording]

Media Australia, 1997 (22 min.)

ISBN none ’ [371.5]
A useful blend of expert opinion and practical suggestions
is provided in this Australian videotape. Definitions are
offered, with a stress on the difference in power involved.
Types of bullying are identified: verbal; physical; gesture;
exclusion; extortion; and sexual harassment. Attention is
given to the outcomes of unchecked bullying. The video
looks at why some people bully and why others choose not
to. A program in a secondary college is examined. Tech-
niques of no-blame interviews, sanctions, improved staff
monitoring of hot spots, peer mediation and re-enactments
are all illustrated, with the value and limitations of each out-
lined. This is a great resource and discussion stimulus. M.
Steinberger

USER LEVEL : Stage 5 Stage 6 Community
Professional
AVAIL: $89.00

KLA: PDHPE SCIS 900970

TriplePlayPlus French! [computer software]
Syracuse Language Systems, 1994
ISBN 051770143X [448.1076]

Vocabulary and sentence structure reinforcement are-the
strengths of this CD-ROM, based on aural comprehension,
reading, and speech recognition activities. There are three
different levels of games, which revolve around such key
subject areas as food, numbers, home, transport and places.
There is a good variety of games, with the selection avail-
able appearing in colour, compared with black and white
images on the main menu screen. The graded level of diffi-
culty begins with basic number or word recognition, through
standard question formats, (eg. what is it? and where is it?),
to asking for information that provides a range of response
structures. Printed translations and a dictionary are includ-
ed, although it would have been better to provide transcripts
of these conversations. The speech recognition feature is
pleasingly sensitive to accuracy of pronunciation, and allows
progression to the next item once mastered. The program
creates a lot of fun with graphics and activities which are
well suited to the younger learner. E. Maxwell

Minimum requirements

Windows 3.1: 3865X; 4MB RAM; 25MHz; 256 colours
USER LEVEL: Stage 3 Stage 4 Stage 5

AVAIL: $99.95 IBS Info Tech

KLA: LOTE SCIS 899908

Who is Oscar Lake? An interactive French
learning adventure. [computer software]
Language Publications Interactive, 1996

ISBN none [448.3]
Students familiar with adventure games will recognise this
CD-ROM format. Users are presented with a buttonless
screen requiring exploration for a hot-spot, and can then
proceed by mouse search. For others, supervision and care-
ful handbook reading are necessary as starting can be frus-
trating. Conversations occur as rewards for logical thinking
and are spoken in reasonably rapid, functional French. They
offer listening, reading and enunciation experiences with
on-screen, mother tongue translation available. Reinforcing
activities for each adventure location are a menu item, scored
separately from the game. Extensive vocabulary is stored as
a separate menu item and is also accessible by clicking on
objects for their names. A record function offers speech prac-
tice and self correction. The game is enjoyable, but time-con-
suming (games should be saved as there is only one starting
point) and therefore probably best used as a supplementary
or motivational activity. Operating on the recommended
(not minimum) requirements, the program still proceeds
slowly because of its repetitive structure, which is educa-
tionally beneficial. H. Gordon

Minimum requirements

Macintosh: System 7.0; SMB RAM; 6MB hard disk
space; 256 colours; double speed CD-ROM drive
Windows 3.1: 4865X 4MB RAM; 256 colours; double
speed CD-ROM drive

USER LEVEL: Stage 5 Stage 6

AVAIL: $96.95 Intext

KLA: LOTE SCIS 899925
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Preserving the Arrente language.
[videorecording]

Video Classroom, 1995 (30 min.)

ISBN none [499]

The symbiotic relationships between Land, people, and lan-
guage are introduced by the Arrente peoples in this video.
Change is shown through the use of historical footage and
recollections of the older generations. Told in the Arrente
language, issues such as European missions, Aboriginal con-
tent and teaching methods are raised. The preservation,
revival or maintenance of Aboriginal languages throughout
Australia should be placed in the context of different his-
torical experiences. This video gives a small amount of infor-
mation, and if used in the classroom can be a starting point
for, or part of, an in depth study of languages which should
be carried out with Aboriginal people. C. Dorbis

USER LEVEL: Stage 4 Stage 5 Professional

AVAIL: $89.00
KLA: HSIE
EVAL: Highly recommended SCIS 903459

Working mathematically: Space.

[computer software]

Curriculum Corporation, 1996

ISBN 1863663495 [512]
The investigation in this CD-ROM supports space, number
and algebra strands of the mathematics curriculum. The 134
investigations cover patterns, 2D-3D and transformations,
with three difficultly levels within each area. Investigations
are well supported, with students being able to access 40
short movies outlining mathematical concepts related to the
set tasks. While completing an investigation students are
able to use three computer based work environments (3D
constructor, 2D builder and journal) which allow creativity
as well as providing a record of each project. Teachers are
able to monitor each student’s progress by viewing journal
entries, animations and models with the in built viewer.
Planning and evaluation is further enhanced by the ability
to record student progress and to include outcomes from
national profile statements. This is a quality investigative
package in terms of content and presentation. Primary and
secondary teachers looking to include technology in the
teaching/learning cycle will find it invaluable as a class-
room tool. R. Greaves

Minimum requirements

Macintosh: System 7.0.1; 8MB RAM; 10MB hard disk
space

Windows 3.1: 486; 33 MHz; 8MB RAM; 20MB hard
disk space; 256 colours

USER LEVEL: Stage 2 Stage 3 Stage 4
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which gets progressively softer, fading away to silence. B.
Richardson

USER LEVEL: Early Stage 1 Stage 1 Stage 2

AVAIL: $14.95

KLA: Mathematics SCIS 899372

COUPER, Heather & HENBEST, Nigel

Big bang.

HarperCollins, 1997 (A Dorling Kindersley book)
ISBN 0732260515 [523.1]

A comprehensive overview of the evolution of human
thought concerning the universe is provided by this
resource, which moves from the creation myths of the past
to the futures imposed by the currently favoured big bang
theory. Filled with colourful diagrams to illustrate each
spread, the universe is described in terms of its most minute
particles and their implications on the big picture. Bio-
graphical vignettes accompany each development and
insight into the nature of the evolving universe, giving each
step a human face. This is not light reading, yet it is pre-
sented in such a way as to allow both the lay person and
the scientific buff to dip and dabble. N. Chaffey

USER LEVEL: Stage 3 Stage 4 Stage 5 Stage 6
Community Professional

AVAIL: $27.95
KLA: Science
EVAL: Highly recommended SCIS 905954

The Universe beyond. [computer software]
Mindscape, 1996
ISBN 0791123871 [523.1]

Information about the solar system is presented in this CD-
ROM in manageable amounts, with excellent cross refer-
encing. Divisions between the various science disciplines
are broken down, thought provoking questions are posed,
and there are animated demonstrations of scientific concepts
and comparisons of scale. The video animation about the
planets and space is excellent. The tool bar allows the user
to control the trivia offered about the Universe, random
quizzes and sound, etc. The level of language and informa-
tion presented is determined by the user’s choice of five pos-
sible tour guides. Legends about how the solar system came
to exist are a very small part of this program. The user may
view the stars in the night sky in their particular area, but
instructions need to be carefully followed. Direct access to
selected NASA sites on the Internet is possible through the
Browse button. The teacher’s activity booklet contains a list
of possible Internet sites and activities to use with students.
E. Petlevanny

Minimum requirements
Windows 3.1: 4865X; SMB RAM; 5MB hard disk space;
double speed CD-ROM drive; 256 colours

AVAIL: $120.00 Curriculum Corporation USER LEVEL: Stages 4 Stage 5

KLA: Mathematics AVAIL: $49.95 Scholastic

EVAL: Highly recommended SCIS 895615  KILA: Science SCIS 901169
Having fun with numbers. [sound recording] YATES, Irene

ABC, 1996. (41min.) (ABC for kids) Colour,

ISBN none [513.2]  Belitha, 1997 (All about)

Upbeat, body jiggling rhythm and catchy melodies make  ISBN 1855615630 [535.6]

this a real winner with the small set. And, as children dance
and sing along, they learn to count backwards and forwards,
by ones, twos, and tens, to tell the time and recite the days
of the week and months of the year. This is rote learning at
its most enjoyable, and children love it. Twenty five songs are
ordered in conceptual difficulty, and all sung pleasantly with
clarity and good diction. Appropriately, after all the frenet-
ic activity, a child can be lulled to sleep with the final track,

An activity based book, this resource introduces very young
students to colours in an interactive way. Set out in simple
terms with minimal text and colourful, easily recognised
illustrations, it is ideal for first learners. Questions in the text
make it a useful learning tool for motivating discussion. A
double page is devoted to each colour, with a further page
of activities at the end. The presentation is neat and unclut-
tered, and the simple language appropriate for the target-
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ed group. It is a useful resource for HSIE, English and sci-
ence. J. Anderson

USER LEVEL: Early Stage 1 Stage 1

AVAIL: $19.95

KLA: ST SCIS 902458

ARNOLD, Nick

Chemical chaos.

Scholastic Children’s, 1997

ISBN 059019125X [540.2]
An entertaining collection of science information and activ-
ities, this work focuses on chemistry. Beginning with an
overview of the history of chemistry, the text examines
famous scientists and the discovery of everyday items such
as tissues, dyes, and teflon. Narrative rather than factual in
style, it provides a wealth of fascinating information which
demystifies the subject, together with quizzes and a range of
activities. Much of the information is somewhat bizarre, and
this is matched by a varied presentation, illustrated pro-
fusely with cartoon style line drawings. An imaginative and
appealing resource packed with information, this has strong
appeal for the casual browser. ]. Anderson

USER LEVEL: Stage 3 Stage 4

AVAIL: Paper $8.95

KLA: ST SCIS 901094

MORRIS, Neil

The world’s top ten. [series]

Belitha, 1996

A wonderful series which introduces the natural and man-
ufactured wonders of the world, these books supply in each
double page spread, the facts and figures, beautifully pho-
tographed highlights and whimsical illustrations by Vanes-
sa Card. The world map at the front pinpoints each of these
sites with a countdown of the biggest, longest and most
wondrous. Illustrated maps are decorated with wildlife and
activities and facts corners give statistics. The short text gives
origins, explanations and descriptions and the illustrated
glossary is linked to key words in the text. This is a most
useful set for use in the primary social studies classroom
and secondary libraries. J. Watts

USER LEVEL: Stage 3 Stage 4 Stage 5

AVAIL: $19.95 each

KLA: HSIE

Titles in this series include:

The world’s top ten caves SCIS 902204
The world’s top ten cities SCIS 899745
The world’s top ten deserts SCIS 873284
The world’s top ten lakes SCIS 902206
The world’s top ten mountain

ranges SCIS 873295
The world’s top ten oceans

and seas SCIS 899742
CLARK, William

Creepy, crawly creatures in your backyard.
[videorecording]

National Geographic Educational, 1996 (16min.)

ISBN none [574.5]
American emphasis aside, this video is well packaged and
highly entertaining. The aim of the work is to show that no
matter how unlovable we find these creatures, they all pro-
vide essential services in our lives. The video has been care-
fully designed for its targeted audience, and achieves its
aims in an entertaining yet informative manner, delivering

each creature in close up detail, accompanied by amusing
voices and catchy music. A teacher’s guide is enclosed in a
small pamphlet, giving a brief synopsis, objectives, vocab-
ulary and suggested activities. R. Dobson.

USER LEVEL: Stage 1 Stage 2

AVAIL: *$55.00

KLA: ST SCIS 903606

MACINNIS, Peter & BOWRING, Jane
The desert.

Penguin, 1997 (Puffin books)

ISBN 0140561323

Readers can spend a fascinating
day in the Australian desert, arriv-
ing before dawn and observing as
the desert, seemingly empty, begins
to waken. Interest is instantly
caught by Kim Gamble’s superb
illustrations which richly evoke the
unique desert landscape, capturing
well its harsh beauty, stark colour contrasts, changing nature
and the extraordinary, very active wildlife it sustains. Once
aroused, interest is maintained with readers keen to seek
and gain answers to questions from the lyrical text. Close
ups of the wildlife are provided in framed inserts, and an
instant identity chart of the wildlife featured is included.
This is a valuable introduction to the desert environment
for young investigators. B. Richardson
USER LEVEL: Stage 1 Stage 2
AVAIL: Paper $12.95

KLA: ST

[574.5]

SCIS 894774

OKTOBER, Tricia

Drought.

Hodder Children’s, 1997

ISBN 0733604471

The impact of the drought cycle on
the huge mallee region of Australia
is here effectively depicted through
picture book format. The build up of
drought and the mechanisms vari-
ous animals exhibit for meeting its
inevitable challenge constitute the
first section of the book. Each dou-
ble-page spread illustrates some of
those behaviours, from hibernating
burrowing frogs to foraging flocks
of budgerigars, shadowed by hun-
gry eagles. There are no scenes of
death, and the second half of the book shows the regenera-
tion of the land and the frantic breeding that follows the
breaking of the drought. The colourful illustrations depict
the animals and landscape with accuracy and dignity. M.
Lobban

USER LEVEL: Stage 1 Stage 2 Stage 3
AVAIL: $22.95
KLA: CA; HSIE; ST

[574.5]

SCIS 900133

Worlds of the reef. [computer software]
Ransom, 1996
ISBN 1900127121 [574.5]

Focusing on the biodiversity of coral reefs, but with only a
brief reference to areas outside the Carribean, such as Aus-
tralia, this CD-ROM allows students to complete five vir-
tual dives. The dives may be in any order, with or without
a briefing at the marine research centre. This field research
is considerably enhanced by the provision of a notepad (for
word processing), checklists, glossary, camera, and photo
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clippings album, and a trail marker for a report that can be
completed without leaving the computer terminal. The excel-
lent and vast array of video sequences, and photographs
and illustrations, make this program a visual delight. Nar-
rated dives and tours, together with a printed commentary
and close up of hot spots, reveal the wonder of coral reefs in
an exciting and interactive way. E. Petlevanny

Minimum requirements
Windows 3.1: 486; 4MB RAM
USER LEVEL: Stage 4

AVAIL: $69.95 Good Thinking Australia

KLA: HSIE; Science SCIS 901159
How it works. [series]

Scholastic, 1997

ISBN 1863887121 [591.1]

The major feature of this series is its bold artwork. Each dou-
ble page spread contains a large full colour illustration, and
numerous small ones. In one book, the illustrations depict
aspects of the body features of a range of animals. The other
presents a varied approach to the systems of the human
body, with human bodies being likened to machines. In the
madcap, yet highly informative, volume Creature features,
beaks become tweezers, lashes feather dusters, tails flyswats
and legs coiled springs. The text of these works is spare, yet
high in quality, combining facts and relevant anecdotes.
These are thoroughly worthwhile resources. R. Dobson

USER LEVEL: Stage 2 Stage 3
AVAIL: $19.95 each

KLA: ST

EVAL: Highly recommended
Titles in this series include:

Creature features SCIS 901134

Funny bones SCIS 901133

SCIS 901134

FITZSIMMONS, Cecilia

Dangerous animals.

Walker, 1997 (Fact book)

ISBN 074455165X [591.6]

Presented in chapters under headings covering Big cats,
Pack hunters, Dangerous sealife, Crocodiles and other rep-
tiles and Insects that sting, this is not only an attractive, but
also an extremely informative book. Each chapter contains
a double page spread, complete with a small amount of large
general text and colourful illustrations, accompanied by
detailed smaller text. Fact boxes also provide additional
snippets of information. Two fascinating sections at the end
of the book present facts about the most dangerous animals
of all, people, and those dangerous animals which are at
risk. This is a useful resource for any primary unit on ani-
mals, providing many unusual and interesting additional
facts. J. Eade

USER LEVEL: Stage 1 Stage 2 Stage 3

AVAIL: Paper $9.95

KLA: HSIE; ST SCIS 903911

RESOURCES

NILAND, Kilmeny

Feathers, fur and frills.

Hodder Children’s, 1997

ISBN 073360191X

This is a very exciting, updated edi-
tion of a perennial library favourite.
When first published in 1980, it was a
beautiful children’s pictorial book
about Australian fauna which
achieved critical and popular acclaim.
It had some text, but the emphasis was
upon the exquisite painted illustra-
tions. The current edition makes effec-
tive use of new understanding about
presenting factual texts to young chil-
dren, and now the words and layout of information are just
as important. Fifteen of Australia’s quaintest native crea-
tures, from quokka to barking gecko, are featured. Habitat
regions are indicated by icon maps, although there is no con-
tents or index page. I. McLean

USER LEVEL: Stage 3 Stage 4

[591.994]

AVAIL: Paper $10.95

EVAL: Highly recommended SCIS 900291
BALKWILL, Fran

The egg and sperm race: discover the human
body.

Collins, 1997

ISBN 0001965166 [612]

The playful illustrations and personalised language make
this book on the complexities of the human body, from cell
structure and DNA to the ethics of being human, suitable
for use with younger students. The body is simply explained,
sometimes in comic strip form. An example is the final sec-
tion, which outlines 59 things that the average body has
processed in one minute as a series of cartoons. The humor-
ous approach will make the details more memorable for
many students. This book can easily be used to develop class
discussion, as well as intrigue the individual reader. The
comprehensive information can readily be accessed for
research through the useful combined index and glossary.
M. Hamlyn

USER LEVEL: Stage 3 Stage 4

AVAIL: Paper $16.95

KLA: Science; PDHPE SCIS 898441

CALVERT, Samantha

We're talking about vegetarianism.

Wayland, 1997 (We're talking about)

ISBN 0750220317 [613.2]

Abalanced view of the various reasons why people become
vegetarians is presented in this informative book for young
readers. Political, religious and economic reasons are cited,
and case studies are presented of children who decided to
become vegetarians, and how they went about it. Some easy
to understand nutritional information is provided, and the
structure of a vegetarian meal explained. There are coloured
photographs on each page. While only contact organisations
in England are provided, a Web site is identified for further
information. This book would be a useful resource when
studying either lifestyle choices or nutrition. L. Bowring
USER LEVEL: Stage 2 Stage 3 Stage 4 Stage 5

AVAIL: $26.95

KLA: PDHPE SCIS 900009
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Drugs: your choice. [videorecording]
Media Australia, 1996 (21min.)

ISBN none [613.8]
An informed, rational perspective on drug-taking is pro-
vided by this program, which is a suitable resource for health
education and discussion starting in other curriculum areas.
It defines drugs in general and mind-altering drugs in par-
ticular. The extent and reasons for adolescent drug use are
compared with the justification for parental drug use. The
effects—accidents, trouble with the law, and health risksNare
described and put in perspective. Government strategies for
dealing with the drug problem are outlined as controlling
supply, reducing demand through education campaigns,
and harm reduction programs. Sources of further informa-
tion are offered, and teacher’s notes provide both content
overview and segment timing. H. Gordon

USER LEVEL: Stage 5 Stage 6 Community
Professional
$85.00
PDHPE

AVAIL:

KLA: SCIS 892858

NOTTRIDGE, Rhoda

We're talking about eating disorders.
Wayland, 1997 (We're talking about)
ISBN 0750220309

A clear and simple presentation of eat-

ing disorders, this resource has major
emphases on anorexia, bulimia and
compulsive eating. While the concepts

and causes of eating disorders are
simplified, the book provides an
excellent introduction for younger
students and offers useful advice. It
examines the feelings associated with
growing up and the effect on our per-
ception of body image from maga-

zines, television and advertising. Each disorder is high-
lighted through the case study of a young teenager. The writ-
ten information is accompanied by realistic colour
photographs. Language is simple and accessible to most
newly competent readers. J. Anderson
USER LEVEL: Stage 3 Stage 4
AVAIL: $26.95

KLA: English; PDHPE

[616.85]

SCIS 900007

Bright sparks. [series]

Walker, 1997

Covering a wide range of non-fiction topics at an introduc-
tory level, this new series with a chunky, slightly busy lay-
out will appeal to visually literate readers. Each volume cov-
ers several topics within a subject. Each double page open-
ing deals with a separate topic in clear, simple language.
Most of the information is conveyed visually: the text is bro-
ken into short numbered paragraphs, illustrated with a sin-
gle large picture, and further expanded by a fact box explain-
ing historical, scientific or technical aspects. A suggestion
for further research is offered by a true or false statement
for each topic, printed at right angles to the text. (Answers
are provided at the back.). W. Smith

USER LEVEL: Stage 2 Stage 3

AVAIL: $17.95 each

KLA: HSIE; ST

Titles in the series include:

High in the sky SCIS 903971
Making tracks SCIS 902488
Rocking and rolling SCIS 903909
Wild, wet and windy SCIS 903908

OXLADE, Chris

Take it apart. [series]

Belitha Press, 1966

This series opens up the world of mechanical monsters in a
very easy to follow manner. Going from the ordinary car
and plane, the author develops the theme for large earth-
moving diggers and helicopters, both of which are outside
the experience of most students. The consistently high stan-
dard of illustrations will enable teachers and students alike
to tackle research for units of work in such areas as “getting
about” and “making it easy”. Each book follows the same
format from main parts, through construction, to a useful
word list and an index. These books are an essential upper
primary resource. D. Low

USER LEVEL: Stage 3 Professional

AVAIL: $19.95 each

KLA: ST

EVAL: Highly recommended
Titles in this series are:

Car SCIS 895444
Digger SCIS 901811
Helicopter SCIS 901815

Plane SCIS 895445
POWELL, Jillian

Milk.

Wayland, 1996 (Food)

ISBN 0750217987 [641.3]

Simple, clear text and pertinent

illustrations lay the foundation for

this excellent resource, which aims

to give an overview of this staple

food. It demonstrates the informa-

tion in a variety of easy to access

formats. The layout is attractive and

logical, resulting in successful infor-

mation searching. The fact boxes,

captions, glossary, and index make

this an ideal resource for teaching

information skills. The theme,

whilst being most relevant to Science and Technology, has
cross curricular links and the large print and short sentences
will appeal to reluctant readers. S. Rasaiah
USER LEVEL: Stage 2 Stage 3

AVAIL: $26.95

KLA: ST

EVAL: Highly recommended
Other recent titles in this series include:
Poultry SCIS 901833

Vegetables SCIS 901834

SCIS 895325

LENG, Vikki

The vibrant vegetarian.

HarperCollins, 1997

ISBN 0732258316 [641.5]
The bright colours of the cover, and its glossy pages with
blue edges will attract the cooking reader and the curious.
Inside, the writer reveals her enormous enthusiasm for her
craft, creating simple vegetarian recipes with a twist. All are
simple to make, with readily accessible ingredients and are
guaranteed to be delicious. Little tips break into the text like
conversational asides, as the book hurtles through its allit-
erative contents with great passion and familiarity, tossing
out amazingly simple recipes for vegetables, pastas, nuts
and every other conceivable non meat dish. J. Watts
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USER LEVEL: Stage 3 Stage 4 Stage 5 Stage 6

Community

AVAIL: Paper $19.95

KLA: TAS SCIS 899165
MALONEY, Noel

Introduction to the front office and reception.
[videorecording]

Video Education Australasia, 1996 (The hospitality
stories) (20 min.)

ISBN none [647.94]

The work and responsibilities of reception and front office
staff are examined in three levels of Melbourne accommo-
dation: a five star international hotel; a youth hostel; and a
three and a half star motel. Workers describe and demon-
strate what they do and how their jobs fit into the overall
operation of their organisation. The employees are all enthu-
siastic about their work, and give a taste of what hospitali-
ty employment is like. Such an approach is necessarily
superficial, but has the advantage of showing real people in
real jobs. The production is clear and the content contem-
porary. M. Lobban

USER LEVEL: Stage 5 Stage 6

AVAIL: $89.95

KLA: VOC ED SCIS 893724
AUSTONI, Beryl

Textiles.

Cambridge University Press, 1996 (Design and tech-
nology)

ISBN 0521483891 [677.00941]

The textiles context is one which many teachers of design
and technology for the HSC would like to cover, and this
text uses footwear, socks, textiles and high performance
clothes as the core of its industry study. The case studies are
particularly relevant to students seeking to have a profor-
ma for their own comparative case study. The glossary is a
useful addition, and although produced to meet the needs
of schools in Great Britain, the text has relevance to NSW
courses. The introductory sections on marketing and mail
order give students an insight into different aspects of the
real world of sales. D. Low

USER LEVEL: Stage 6 Professional

AVAIL: Paper $17.95

KLA: TAS

EVAL: Highly recommended SCIS 882035

MCcAULIFFE, Chris

Art and suburbia: a world art book.

Craftsman, 1996

ISBN 9766410291 [704.9]

A fascinating glimpse of Australian life, which we all live
but seldom think about, this insightful book covers images
and issues of Australian suburban life. A broad selection of
images from early Western settlement through to contem-
porary works helps to define Australian culture using a cul-
tural and social perspective on suburbia. This is an excel-
lent text for senior students studying the focus areas Art and
Australia, and Art and culture. The text defines the public
realm and the private life. Some images are in colour, but
the bulk are produced in black and white. The text also lists
further reading which could be a good starting point for stu-
dent’s own research. L. Heath

USER LEVEL: Stage 6

AVAIL: $49.95
KLA: CA; HSIE
EVAL: Highly recommended SCIS 892850

RESOURCES

STARZECKA, D.C.

Maori art and culture.

British Museum Press, 1996

ISBN 0714125245 [709.01]
A good general introduction to Maori culture is provided
by this resource. Through a time journey from pre-European
contact to contemporary society, a complex society is
revealed. Maori cultural identity is explored through dif-
ferent art media. Using text, photographs, etchings, a glos-
sary of Maori words, maps and a extensive bibliography, a
clear picture of an ever changing Maori culture is revealed.
The book concentrates of two key aspects of cultural expres-
sion—wood carving and fibre arts—as an integral part of
Maori identity in the past and in the present. This collabo-
rative book between Maori people and the British Museum
can be used for the comparative node of Aboriginal studies
or in creative arts generally. C. Dorbis.

USER LEVEL: Stage 4 Stage 5 Stage 6 Professional

AVAIL: $39.95

KLA: CA; HSIE

EVAL: Highly recommended SCIS 898209
STOKES, Deirdre

Desert dreamings.
Heinemann Library, 1997 (Australian Library)

ISBN 1863918558 [709.94]

Designed for the middle years of

schooling, this is a focused art book.

Its design allows for an understand-

ing of the principles of Aboriginal art

of the Central Desert: Through maps,

photographs, artworks and text, the

resource shows complexities of Abo-

riginal cultural expression. The book

explores historic and contemporary

expressions of Aboriginal desert cul-

ture. However, it uses a Eurocentric

approach to the topic, thereby not fully explaining the sim-
ilarities and differences in the eight language groups it cov-
ers. Teachers will require background knowledge or ade-
quate resources to ensure this good book is most effective-
ly used. C. Dorbis

USER LEVEL: Stage 3 Stage 4 Stage 5

AVAIL: $19.95
KLA: CA; English; HSIE SCIS 900084
CATO, Ken

First choice. Leading international designers
select the best of their own work.

Craftsman House, 1996

ISBN 9766410550 [741.6]

Excelient presentation of a wide variety of graphic art illus-
trations using large colour plates is a feature of this book.
Cato has selected a cross section of graphic art media styles
from many countries. The book has a small amount of fac-
tual information from each contributing artist, discussing
why the work was their first choice. This gives insight into
the thinking process of each artist and the purpose of each
graphic work. Some works are hand produced and other
works are computer generated. This is an excellent resource
for a design class or a unit of work on mass media images
and the role of visual arts in advertising. L. Heath

USER LEVEL: Stage 5 Stage 6

AVAIL: $85.00
KLA: CA; TAS
EVAL: Highly recommended SCIS 903499
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WILLIAMS, John

Design and make. [series]
Wayland, 1997

Whether researching the world of
toys, or the built environment, stu-
dents and teachers will find the
colourful and well ordered steps for
these projects easy to follow, and a
high level of success should result.
When seeking solutions to design
problems it is useful to have other
working models to use as a stimu-
lus, and these books serve that pur-
pose very well. The format is similar
for each book, with an introduction,
series of projects, glossary, references, teacher’s notes and
an index. D. Low

USER LEVEL: Stage 2 Stage 3 Professional
AVAIL: $26.95 each

KLA: ST

EVAL: Highly recommended
Titles in this series include:
Houses and homes

Toys and games

5CIS 901836
SCIS 901838

Down on the farm. [sound recording]

ABC, 1996 (ABC for kids) (47 min.)

ISBN none [782.42083]
Featuring nineteen musical tracks interspersed with solos
of violin, flute, trumpet and xylophone, this compact disc
provides some enjoyable musical tunes and an excellent
introduction to instruments. Most of the songs have full
orchestral accompaniment and are not well known. Good
humoured patter is used to tie the songs together. There is
a short description of the instruments from each musical
family. Younger students are sure to enjoy this compact disc
and would be keen to participate in the songs requiring
actions. For a kindergarten class studying the farm, it would
be a very useful resource. J. Eade

USER LEVEL: Early Stage 1 Stage 1

AVAIL: $14.95 ABC
KLA: CA; PDHPE SCIS 899375
WILSON , Pat

The singing voice.
Currency, 1997
ISBN 0868194948 [783]

Packed with invaluable advice for potential performing
artists, this book should find a ready readership in schools.
Intensely practical in approach, it moves on from the learn-
ing of one’s craft to making a career as a performer. The book
is Australian to its bootstraps, down to the numerous perti-
nent selections from Australian novels which open most
chapters. All the practical aspects of performance are here:
choosing and learning a song; acting and dancing; auditions;
accompanists; touring; recording; and dealing with fear.
There is welcome attention given to care of the working
tools, with chapters on vocal exercises, health tips, singing
for asthmatics, the common cold and body building exer-
cises. M. Steinberger

USER LEVEL: Stage 5 Stage 6

AVAIL: Paper $21.95

KLA: CA SCIS 898646

The drama skills workbook.
[videorecording] [series]
Filmday, Australia, 1996 (31 min.)
ISBN none

Skills, ideas for creativity and an enjoyment of drama are
presented in this stimulating video series. Areas of focus
include warm ups and creative movement, building char-
acters and developing a role. Experienced tutors and their
enthusiastic students exhibit a range of exercises and activ-
ities in workshop situations. Each well produced video dis-
plays a drama lesson which progresses from relatively sim-
ple to more challenging improvisations. An accompanying
booklet offers many more ideas including concise guide-
lines for putting on a play. Both teachers and students will
find this a highly motivating kit for extending their drama
skills. C. Sly

USER LEVEL: Stage 5 Stage 6

AVAIL: $39.95 each. $99.95 set of 3.

KLA: CA

Titles in this series are:

Movement SCIS 899328
Characterisation SCIS 899341

Acting the part SCIS 899325

ROLAND, David

The confident performer.

Currency, 1997

ISBN 086819493X [792]

The psychological side of performance is the focus of this
practical guide to developing a career in the performance
arts. Performance psychologist David Roland presents the
thesis that mental preparation is as important as technical
and artistic training. The book cogently supports the thesis.
Separate chapters deal with anxiety (good and bad), prepar-
ing a direction for performance, relaxation, mental rehearsal,
health and lifestyle, setting and reaching goals. Currency
Press, such a landmark performer in publishing Australian
scripts, history and analysis of the creative arts, is to be con-
gratulated for widening its interests to include such practi-
cal guides. M. Steinberger

USER LEVEL: Stage 5 Stage 6

AVAIL: Paper $21.95

KLA: CA SCIS 898641

Dance magic: introducing dance into the
curriculum. [videorecording] [series]

Primary Arts, 1996

ISBN none [792.807]

A solid foundation for a skills based approach to drama for
young students is provided by these videorecordings. There
is a satisfying emphasis on the success gained through pos-
itive reinforcement, recognising that the skills learned are
applicable throughout life, regardless of future involvement
in actual dance. Workshops demonstrate movement, time,
space, shape and dynamics. These elements are combined to
create improvised dance, leading to a more structured per-
formance. Teachers of drama and dance will find great value
in these videos, supported by useful professional notes. M.
Steinberger

USER LEVEL: Community Professional
AVAIL: $110.00
KLA: CA
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Titles in this series are:

Dance magic. Video 1 ~ SCIS 896559
Dance magic. Video 2 SCIS 898677
Dance magic. Teachers’

manual SCIS 901121

Line dancing especially for the family.

[sound recording]

Australian Broadcasting Corp., 1996.(ABC for kids)
[793.3]

The dance craze, boot scooting, now has an album for the
whole family. Each song featured has its own instructional
version, plus an experienced dance version. The instruc-
tional version is slowed down with the dance steps called by
Julie Talbot. It gradually speeds up to the proper tempo.
Included are a few extra songs for variety. Simple instruc-
tions with clear illustrations assist the beginner line dancer
in understanding the sometimes complex steps of the seven
dances. This album is an excellent introduction to line danc-
ing which encourages social interaction, physical activity
and best of all great family fun. R. Murray

USER LEVEL: Early Stage 1 Stage 1 Stage 2 Stage 3
Stage 4 Stage 5 Stage 6 Community

AVAIL: $14.95
KLA: CA; PDHPE SCIS 899767
OWEN, June Duncan

Writing and selling articles.
Hale & Iremonger, Sydney, 1997
ISBN 0868066214 [808]

Those who have always wanted to write, or who toy with
the idea, will obtain practical help, encouragement, and the
incentive to persist, from this expert guide. Aimed mainly at
the would be non fiction writer, it covers what to write about,
how to construct an article, suiting an audience or a mar-
ket, researching for accuracy, selling the work, polishing lan-
guage, managing yourself as a business, and setting pro-
ductivity targets. Useful addenda are a list of writer’s organ-
isations, legal information about defamation, libel and
obscenity, and a recommended further reading list. As a
resource it’s well planned, readable and positive, making it
appropriate for use as a text for reference or self help. H.
Gordon

USER LEVEL: Stage 5 Stage 6 Professional

AVAIL: Paper $19.95

KLA: English

EVAL: Highly recommended SCIS 901128
HOOKE, James

The debating video. [videorecording] [series]
Pascal, 1995 (3 cassettes 61 min.)

ISBN none [808.53]
Alively and informative audiovisual series, this encourages
the development of skills in debating and public speaking.
Three clearly presented programs outline the process from
basic skills to competitive debating. Vibrant world series
debaters instil enthusiasm and confidence. Their carefully
outlined, logical approach deals with the matter, method
and manner of debating in a racy and inspiring style. It is
useful for beginners and students wishing to improve their
skills. An accompanying workbook offers a concise overview
of debating technique along with many further suggestions
for workshop activities to cultivate the art of public speak-
ing. C. Sly

USER LEVEL: Stage 5 Stage 6

AVAIL: $99.95 set of 3.

KLA: English SCIS 849123

RESOURCES

Noisy poems: a collection of noisy verse.

/ illustrated by Debi Gliroi. Walker, 1997

ISBN 0744551706 [821]
A small but handy collection of poems for younger children,
this anthology with it’s noisy theme lends itself well to fun
listening or choral speaking. There are a number of poems
to which a teacher could easily add effective body and/or
instrumental percussion, for those inclusive class activities
associated with eisteddfods, assemblies and open days .
There is an interesting mix of tempo, subject and point of
view, with a playful dash of nonsense are to be found. lllus-
trations are visually pleasing, and along with the poems
reflect the sensuous nature of the real and imaginary worlds
of young children. It is a book to enjoy: aloud! N. Chaffey
USER LEVEL: Early Stage 1 Stage 1 Stage 2
Community Professjonal
AVAIL: Paper $9.95

KLA: CA; English SCIS 904415

BOYLE, Peter

The blue cloud of crying.

Hale & Ironmonger, 1997 (Contemporary Australian
poets)

ISBN 0868066184 [A821]

Uncompromising yet unabrasive, this collection plumbs the
depths of humanity and society, exposing the guilt and
anguish of the human condition, as reflected in attitudes
toward the holocaust, the arts, crime, morality and the
fragility and solitude of the individual. Past historical fig-
ures loom large in the poetry, which rises and falls like the
steady breathing of the poet, who then turns to write with
equal sensitivity of a teenage girl’s embarrassment before
her peers. The strength of his imagery is in its understated
rhythm, moving imperceptibly between the theme and his
personal reflections. J. Watts

USER LEVEL: Stage 5 Stage 6

AVAIL: Paper $16.95

KLA: English

EVAL: Highly recommended SCIS 898354
BURNS, Joanne

Penelope’s knees.
University of Queensland Press, 1996 (UQP paper-
backs)

ISBN 0702227803

Approachable poems these: entertain-
ing, well wrought and gutsy reflections
on modern urban life. Burns is a skilful
wordsmith whose playful use of lan-
guage, form and ideas gives us new
interpretations of real places, things and
people. Burns is a people’s poet; her
images illuminate with a keen observ-
er’s eye. Aided by a prose/poetic style,
she avoids poetic self-consciousness, and
with humour and irony we recognise
our own life and icons. A clever and thor _
this is well worth re-reading. C Thomas

USER LEVEL: Stage 5 Stage 6
AVAIL: Paper $18.95
EVAL: Highly recommended

[A821]

SCIS 858936
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DAY, Sarah

Quickening.

Penguin, 1997 (A Penguin original)

ISBN 014026700X [A821]
What a penetrating observer Sarah Day is, and what a trans-
lator of prosaic ideas into powerful new poetic themes! Forty
gems of disparate appeal form this collection, appealing to
each according to his/her educationally gathered moss: his-
torians and travellers may recognise their own thoughts of
modern Europe in Imperium Romanum, while Mandelbrot’s
cabbage renews the faith of mathematicians in the beauty of
their subject matter. Most of us will read with pain the uni-
versal message behind the personal emotion in such poems
as The wallaby, the Leopard at the zoo, and Natural law. There
is challenging new ground here for students and teachers
of senior English to break. H. Gordon

USER LEVEL: Stage 6 Professional

AVAIL: Paper $17.95

KLA: English

EVAL: Highly recommended SCIS 898089
PORTER, Dorothy

Crete.

Hyland, 1996

ISBN 1875657681 [A821]

The poetry of Dorothy Porter in this collection is highly sen-
sitive and sensual. Through the images it is possible to taste,
smell, feel and imagine the “parched weave of my shirt”
from the Drought sonnet, This is risk taking and provocative
poetry: “every altar in Crete must have reeked of the fluids
of terror”. The poems are short, with descriptive titles and
vivid prose, where skills in drawing and connecting images
can be practised. Dorothy Porter has a distinctive and cre-
ative style which challenges the ordinary to appear exira-
ordinary, the lifeless to appear real, and the usual to be
unusual. F. Plummer

USER LEVEL: Stage 5 Stage 6 Community
Professional

AVAIL: Paper $19.95
KLA: English; HSIE SCIS 869808
RUSH, Philip R.

More than 9 lives: forty-nine cats in verse.

ABC Books, 1996

ISBN 073330527X [A821]
An unabashed cat enthusiast who believes that defining cats
by their breed is a mistaken endeavour, the author prefers
instead a behavioural model for capturing the essence of cat
types. So he has written poems about acrobatic cats, watch
cats, feral cats, gourmet cats and many more readily identi-
fiable incarnations of cathood. There are also some narra-
tive poems which recount tales of the poet’s own long his-
tory with cats and cat lore. The humour is greatly enhanced
by Helen Semmler’s spidery drawings, and while the sub-
ject matter is constant the verse is variable, ranging from the

delightful breathlessness of Acrocat, to some rather forced
doggerel. M. Lobban

USER LEVEL: Stage 2 Stage 3 Stage 4

AVAIL: Paper $9.95
KLA: CA; English SCIS 899391
FRENCH, Jackie

Dancing with Ben Hall: and other yarns.

Angus & Robertson, 1997 (Bluegum) )
ISBN 0207187479 [A828]
The author’s passion for both Australian history and the
Australian bush is evident in this wonderful collection of
short stories, drawn from her own family’s past and from
her simple life lived close to nature in the NSW southern
tablelands. She tells of the family’s pride in an unscheduled
visit to a birthday party by bushranger Ben, her grandfa-
ther’s encounter with Henry Lawson and a remarkable story
of survival on a voyage up the coast. Intertwined with these
memories are stories of wombats, drought and subsistence
farming. French calls her stories yarns, but they are yarns

spun in beautifully crafted prose, rich with imagery and
detail. M. Lobban

USER LEVEL: Stage 2 Stage 3 Stage 4

AVAIL: Paper $9.95

KLA: CA; English; HSIE

EVAL: Highly recommended SCIS 901119
MACDONALD, Fiona

The world in the time of Marco Polo.

Belitha, 1997

ISBN 1855615576 [909]
A concise and colourful reference, this work provides a fas-
cinating perspective on the world in the time of Marco Polo.
Beginning with the life story of Marco Polo, the resource
then provides an overview of seven regions of the world.
Famous leaders, how people lived, discoveries, beliefs and
ideas are covered. Included is a time line and world map.
The language is accessible to competent readers, and com-
plemented by clear modern design. Topics are clearly set
out with subheadings, and interspersed with numerous
coloured photos and illustrations. This is a stimulating
resource for introducing younger students to history. J.
Anderson

USER LEVEL: Stage 3 Stage 4

AVAIL: $24.95
KLA: HSIE; English SCIS 898082
ADAMS, Simon

20th century: a visual history.
HarperCollins, 1996 (A Dorling Kindersley book)
ISBN 0732260248 [909.82]

It is a daunting task to consider capturing the history and
significant events of our century in a mere 48 pages, but this
is a worthy attempt. The century is broken into natural sec-
tions such as 1900 to 1917, 1918 to 1941, each of which is
described in a double page spread. A chronology follows,
taking each year of the period and commenting on the broad
areas of: world events; everyday life; science and discovery;
and arts and entertainment. Events are thus presented in a
social, technological and cultural context. The layout is
admirably clear and lavishly illustrated, making this an
excellent reference, plus a fascinating book to dip into. M.
Lobban

USER LEVEL: Stage 3 Stage 4 Stage 5

AVAIL: $24.95
KLA: CA,; HSIE; Science; ST; TAS
EVAL: Highly recommended SCIS 896257
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DAVIDSON, Robyn

Desert places.

Penguin, 1997

ISBN 014015762X [915.4]
Camels, hardship, rural poverty, disease and deserts feature
in a woman’s odyssey in the wilds of north west India, with,
and in search of the Rabari nomads on their ancient migra-
tory cycles. An honest, intelligent account reveals a love-
hate relationship with India: its corruption, poverty and
beauty of the human spirit in the face of outward chaos.
Characters spring to life in a well spun tale, which is often
stunningly poetic. Banks of glossy plates add to their colour.
Third world ugliness is bared along with the writer’s own
Western discomfort, as she struggles with language, culture,
inhumanity and confusion about Indian philosophy. J. Watts

USER LEVEL: Stage 5 Stage 6 Community

AVAIL: Paper $16.95

KLA: English; HSIE

EVAL: Highly recommended SCIS 899181
GUIGUIN, Marc

Marco raconte: 13 histoires vraies.
Cambridge University Press, 1994 (Serie rouge)
ISBN 0521449839 [920.02]

Whilst there is a twist or element of individuality to each of
these short stories in French, which provides a degree of
interest for the student, this compilation dwells on adven-
tures and themes predominantly related to wartime settings,
and is rather dated. There is a good variety of atmosphere
and tone to each of the anecdotes. The range of language
structures, vocabulary and story length is not difficult, and
would generate a sound basis for class instruction, howev-
er the traditional themes would have limited use or appeal
in most senior programs. Fiction titles are also available in
this series. E. Maxwell

USER LEVEL: Stage 5 Stage 6

AVAIL: Paper $10.95
KLA: LOTE SCIS 835599
CHRISTIE, Barbara

The road to ancient Rome. [computer software]
Klise Waterford, 1996

ISBN none [937]
Students of all ages will find this CD-ROM an enjoyable
way to absorb information about Ancient Rome. Overview
facilities are provided by the Timeline and Glossary, both
broad in scope and basic in language level and the assump-
tion of pre-knowledge. Aspects of early Rome, the height of
power and the decline and destruction of the Empire all
receive in depth treatment, with further investigation of sev-
eral topics possible. Each area is supported by activities,
such as anagrams, map games, creative writing and true
and false questions. Students will find them fun and easy
to use, especially those that reward correct answers with
generous applause and incorrect with hysterical laughter.
Any danger that users may head straight for the games is
averted, as each is firmly based on the information and visu-
als in the body of the resource. Sections on entertainment, lit-
erature and Augustus Caesar are particularly well treated. A
testing program completes the value of this fine resource.
M. Steinberger

Minimum requirements

Macintosh: System 7.0; 4MB RAM; 256 colours
Windows 3.1: 3865X; 4MB RAM; 256 colours

USER LEVEL: Stage 3 Stage 4 Stage 5 Stage 6

AVAIL: $125.00 Maxwell’s Multimedia

KLA: HSIE SCIS 886301

ASTON, Margaret

The panorama of the Renaissance.
Thames and Hudson, 1996 :
ISBN 0500017271 [940.2]

An interesting scholarly text accompanies this rich harvest
of brilliant colour plates, drawings and details of the great
historical period of awakening. All conceivable aspects of
the time have been cross-referenced in this volume, which is
a thought-provoking exploration through the arts, philoso-
phy and religion, and other areas including women, eroti-
cism, banking and fashion. A pleasing feature can be found
in a most comprehensive biographical dictionary which,
with timelines, a gazetteer of museums and galleries, glos-
sary, bibliography and impeccable index, make up the ref-
erence section of the book. Unstinting in its illustrations and
reference space, this is an impressive publication. J. Watts

USER LEVEL: Stage 5 Stage 6 Professional

AVAIL: $59.95
KLA: HSIE
EVAL: Highly recommended SCIS 891495

The unknown war. [videorecording] [series]

SBS Australia, 1995 (60 min)

ISBN none

A remarkable compilation of amateur movie film from fam-
ilies, this series gives penetrating insight into the lives of
ordinary people all over Hitler’s Europe, 1936-1945. It is
apparent how this experience differs from that officially
reported by newsagencies and propaganda machines. While
in the Spanish Civil War children carry the wounded and
are active in the trenches; in still peaceful neighbouring coun-
tries their peers ride tricycles and carry the bread for their
mothers. Two weddings, one Christian, one Jewish, stress
the prevailing feeling of disbelief. This is a powerful, unique
resource for the study of World War II. H. Gordon

USER LEVEL: Stage 6

AVAIL: $175.00 for set of 5

KLA: HSIE

Titles in this series are:
Heading for war 1936-1939
Far from the battlefields
Eastern Front 1940-1943
Camera in the scout car
1941-1944

Boogie woogie victory
1943-1945

SCIS 892937
SCIS 892941
SCIS 892944
SCIS 892945

SCIS 892949

CLARK, Sylvia

The Kokoda track.

Kangaroo, 1997

ISBN 0864178417 {940.54]
There is a place in every school for this excellent, brief
account of the military campaign on and around the Koko-
da Track, from July to September, 1942. Told simply and
clearly, and enriched by the recollections of soldiers, the text
is suitable for young students of the Second World War in the
Pacific to senior students studying a unit on war and peace
for HSC English. Coloured illustrations and photographs
bring the story to life. While the glossary is particularly out-
standing, the absence of an index or table of contents may
restrict some users of this otherwise well produced resource.
L. Bowring

USER LEVEL: Stage 3 Stage 4 Stage 5 Stage 6

AVAIL: Paper $12.95

KLA: HSIE
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EVAL: Highly recommended SCIS 901856
SCHOLES, David

Air war diary.

Kangaroo, 1997

ISBN 0864178379 [940.54]

War diaries are hardly rarities, but this one, with its short-
hand forms, slang and acronyms (a glossary is provided!)
speaks authentically. After years of training, and half a
world’s journey, there are 30 missions. The total time of
action is measured in days or hours, the account of them
graphic in its restraint. But it is in the mounting background
toll of lost crews, idyllic Scottish leaves, accidents, love-hate
relationships with England, London under a rain of rock-
ets, anxieties about home and girlfriend, crawling train jour-
neys, and his unreconstructed prejudices, that Scholes recre-
ates a special sense of being there. G. Spindler

USER LEVEL: Stage 4 Stage 5 Stage 6

AVAIL: Paper $17.95
KLA: HSIE 5CIS 901082
POTOK, Chaim

The gates of November: chronicles of the Slepak
family.

Penguin, 1997

ISBN 0140265759 [947]
Since the Bolshevik revolution the lives of Russian Jews have
been no easier than those of Jews elsewhere, but the sur-
vival of the Slepak family is almost miraculous. Solomon
Slepak, ardent Bolshevik, rigid unreasoning party adherent,
survived each party purge despite being Jewish. His son,
Volodya, an electronics engineer at the top level of Soviet
defence networks, also survived despite loathing his father’s
party, and being dismissed for attempting to emigrate. Potok
threads the warp of their family stories through the weft of
the Soviet Union’s history, producing a work of horror and
disillusionment superseding the textbook and equalling a
primary source in value. Lack of indexing limits its versa-
tility. H. Gordon

USER LEVEL: Stage 5 Stage 6 Professional

AVAIL: Paper $16.95

KLA: English; HSIE SCIS 894780

Country insights. [series]

Wayland, 1997

Each title in this new series, whose

authors are deeply familiar with their

material, presents a single modern

nation in words, pictures, maps, sta-

tistics and quotations. Each volume

offers an introduction briefly cover-

ing history and politics, followed by a

section on each of landscape and cli-

mate, home life, work, schooling,

leisure and the future. General infor-

mation on each topic is followed by

more detailed information for one city and one village, with
recent, relevant and readily-understandable statistics, as
well as quotations from local people, boxed on each page.
Clear and attractive layout, with well selected, well-cap-
tioned illustrations enhance the appeal of the series. W. Smith

USER LEVEL: Stage 3 Stage 4

AVAIL: $26.95 each
KLA: HSIE
EVAL: Highly recommended

Titles in the series include:

China SCIS 903744
Kenya SCIS 903696
Mexico SCIS 903695

Preservation of land and culture: portrait of the
Adnyamathanha tribe. [videorecording]

Video Classroom, 1995 (30 min.)

ISBN none [994]
The relationships between language, culture and Land are
the focus of this video, in the context of the Adnyamathanha
people’s voice being heard on the subject of Land rights. A
map locates the people in the centre and the images move
between European and Aboriginal occupation. The story of
past and present injustices is told in the Adnyamathanha
language—and it is a common story of Aboriginal people
having to prove their connection to their Land and being
ignored in the name of economics. Through the people we
learn of how their historical dispossession has led to their
struggle for land rights. C. Dorbis

USER LEVEL: Stage 4 Stage 5 Professional

AVAIL: $89.00
KLA: HSIE
EVAL: Highly recommended SCIS 89587

Preserving the old traditions: portrait of the
Yanuwa and Gurrwa peoples. [videorecording]
Video Classroom, 1995 (30 min.)

ISBN none [994]
A visually pleasing video, this explores many issues con-
fronting the Aboriginal peoples of the centre. The colonial
experiences, as recalled by older people, highlight the dam-
age caused by European people, and what is currently being
done to preserve an ageless set of traditions. Through
Dreaming stories the connections between the Land and
people are established. Through oral histories personal tales
of colonial experiences are related, and through video-jour-
nalism the current impact of whitefellas is stated from the
point of view of traditional owners. This useful video pro-
vides snippets of information which need to be explored in
depth from the different contexts of the different Aborigi-
nal nations throughout Australia. C. Dorbis

USER LEVEL: Stage 4 Stage 5 Professional

AVAIL: $89.00

KLA: HSIE

EVAL: Highly recommended SCIS 895490
CURL, David

The call of Kakadu. [videorecording]

D. Curl, 1996 (49 min.)

ISBN none [994.29]

The call is that of the blue-winged kookaburra, whose life
cycle forms the narrative structure of this beautifully crafted
documentary. The kookaburra’s billabong territory is the area
of Kakadu, in which the interaction of species is featured
against the seasonal extremes of drought and fire in the dry
to the floods of the wet. The photography beautifully cap-
tures the wilderness, and details the unique adaptations of
each species. Both the music and the quiet narrator enhance
the lyrical photography in a low key way. The storyline and
detailed information make this video suitable for a wide age
and ability range in science and social science. M. Hamlyn

USER LEVEL: Stage 1 Stage 2 Stage 3 Stage 4 Stage 5
Stage 6 Professional

AVAIL: $29.95
KLA: HSIE; Science; ST.
EVAL: Highly recommended SCIS 900766
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HOOPER, Meredith

Journey to Antarctica.

Scholastic, 1997

ISBN 1863884904 [998]
Alternating between travelogue and background informa-
tion, this easy to read introduction explains from an Aus-
tralian perspective what it is like to travel to Antarctica and
to spend the winter there. The focus is on the journey of the
Aurora Australis, and the visits to the three Australian bases,
Casey, Davis and Mawson. Emphasis is placed on the spe-
cial adaptations for human survival in the severe weather
conditions and how their environmental impact is min-
imised. Layouts are attractive with clear subheadings and
plentiful, stunning photographs. This is a fascinating and
valuable resource for any school. L. Bowring

USER LEVEL: Stage 3 Stage 4 Stage 5
AVAIL: $24.95
KLA: HSIE; Science; ST

Professional reading

Resources are in Dewey order.

SCIS 899193

GLOVER, Anne

Computers and your kids: how to choose the
best computer and software for your family.
ABC, 1997

ISBN 0733305806 [004.16]
Designed to answer many of the questions parents ask about
the role of computers in their children’s lives and education,
this user friendly presentation is a practical and informa-
tive guide. Written by a Sydney Morning Herald columnist,
it provides a wealth of information on purchasing and get-
ting the most from a computer, assisting with school work,
catering for different abilities, and making use of the Inter-
net. Over 200 reviews of software available in Australia are
included, and are organised under age and topic with each
piece of software being given an educational and entertain-
ment rating. This is a highly informative and practical ref-
erence for home and school, from a journalist’s perspective.
J. Anderson

USER LEVEL: Community Professional

AVAIL: Paper $19.95 SCIS 902447
MCCARTRHY, Bernice

About learning.

Excel, 1996

ISBN 096089926 X [153.1]

The diversity of learning styles is evocatively exposed in
this presentation and explanation of Bernice McCarthy’s
4MAT approach to learning. Each left page is a reflective
illustration and/or quotation that reinforces the expository
right hand page, thus imaginatively imitating and uniting
the four quadrants of learning into the format of the book.
The description is simply, but coherently, and poetically writ-
ten, thus avoiding any direct pedagogical stance (although
there is much information here for the teacher). The resource
highlights the premise that our own and other’s learning
styles need to go beyond school boundaries. This is an excel-
lent resource to expand self-knowledge and life long learn-
ing for all. E. Maxwell

USER LEVEL: Professional

AVAIL: $49.95

KLA: CA; English; HSIE; LOTE;

Mathematics; PDHPE; Science; TAS SCIS 901850

KILLICK, Sandra

The driving experience: a ‘young driver’
education resource for years 10-12. [kit]

Roads and Traffic Authority of NSW, 1996

ISBN 0731054466 [363.12]
A professionally produced resource, this kit consists of a
video cassette and teacher’s guide. The video is divided into
three segments: Attitudes, Brooke’s story, and Coast alone.
The accompanying activities focus on young and learner
drivers, and examine issues related to alcohol, driver inex-
perience, fatigue, peer group pressure, risk taking, and
speeding. The reality of interviews with Brooke’s friends
after her death is thought provoking. The 7-10 PDHPE syl-
labus objectives and outcomes are linked to activities which
appear in the teacher’s guide. The activities provide a range
of student centred approaches which require students to
examine their attitudes and values while providing input
in an interesting form. F. Plummer

USER LEVEL: Stage 5 Stage 6 Professional

KLA: PDHPE
EVAL: Highly recommended SCIS 868185
CUMMING, Jim

Reforming schools through workplace learning.
National Schools Network, 1997

ISBN 0731302850 [370.11]
The report documents case studies of six schools whose stu-
dents undertook structured workplace learning through
innovative programs. Key issues of the projects were: build-
ing stronger links between schools and community; devis-
ing structured school-industry programs; and providing
contextual vocational learning. Schools considering estab-
lishing productive school and community partnerships may
find the framework for methodology, outcomes, analysis of
enabling factors and emerging issues useful. The report
could stimulate debate related to issues about school reform
on how industry based workplace learning programs allow
students to learn outside the school. F. Plummer

USER LEVEL: Community Professional

AVAIL: Paper $15.00 SCIS 899752
LEWIS, Ramon

The discipline dilemma: control, management,
influence.

ACER, 1997

ISBN 0864312032 [371.1]

Anecdotes and case studies are provided in this resource as
a forum for teachers to reflect on their classroom manage-
ment. Views about the cause of inappropriate classroom
behaviour are placed along a continuum. Three chapters are
devoted to exploring discipline styles: student centred;
teacher centred; and group orientated approaches. The the-
ories underpinning the models offer teachers an opportu-
nity to consider their beliefs about personal styles of disci-
pline, punishment and rewards. It is unlikely that any sin-
gle approach is sufficient for day to day teaching. However,
the resource raises issues for beginning and experienced
teachers about how and why a particular approach may be
appropriate for an individual student. F. Plummer

USER LEVEL: Professional

AVAIL: Paper $29.95 SCIS 899590
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NATIONAL SCHOOLS NETWORK: Innovative
Links Project

Teachers write: a handbook for teachers writing
about changing classrooms for a changing
world.

National Schools Network, 1997

ISBN 0731097327

As part of this organisation’s ongoing

program for self-directed change in

schools, action research has been
undertaken through the Innovative

Links Project. This publication com-

prises sixteen case reports by teachers,

with collegial commentaries. Cases are

grouped as: Learning about learning,

Students’ voices (democracy); Re-

organising for learning, and Rela-

tionships. The content is remarkable,

relevant to professional development,

and encouraging for other practitioners, since it consists of
the teacher’s acknowledgment of a problem in practice, the
strategies chosen to solve it, and assessment of the process.
The commentaries by other professionals are profound, gen-
erous and encouraging, and the introductory and append-
ed documents informative. H. Gordon

USER LEVEL: Professional

[371.1]

AVAIL: Paper $20.00 schools $25.00 others
EVAL: Highly recommended SCIS 900307
COOPER, Carole

Learner-centred assessment.

Global Learning Communities, 1997

ISBN 1876153075 [371.2]

Much clear, practical advice on aspects of assessment is pro-
vided in this resource. Ways of creating and using assess-
ment practices to develop meaningful learning are described,
using simple text and numerous boxed summaries of key
ideas. The guiding principles of assessment are listed, and
followed by chapters covering specific techniques, for exam-
ple portfolios and standardised tests. Advice on communi-
cating about learning and parent involvement is included.
The work’s focus is on student learning. This is a valuable
resource both for individual teachers, and as a starting point
for school communities developing assessment policies. J.

Buckley
USER LEVEL: Professional
AVAIL: Paper $24.00 SCIS 900087.

English curriculum and teaching program.
Curriculum Corporation, 1996

An excellent series, this exemplifies the explicit and sys-
tematic teaching message of the current literacy strategy.
Aimed at English teachers Stages 1 to 5, these books repre-
sent a national project. They are designed to support the
implementation of the various state approved curriculum
documents. Each unit of work focuses on a language skill
rather than on a single text or theme, and uses a variety of
texts to demonstrate specific features. The series is rigorous
in content and approach, and includes a welcome emphasis
on assessment strategies. The reading list represents the
array of interest groups in the current literacy arena. J. Dono-
van

USER LEVEL: Professional

AVAIL: Paper $29.95 each
KLA: English
EVAL: Highly recommended

Titles in this series are:
Teaching language: primary
Teaching language: secondary

SCIS 894146
SCIS 897430

FATOUROS, Cherryll

Using software in English.

Primary English Teaching Assoc., 1997
ISBN 1875622225

A degree of computer expertise, or the
enthusiasm to experiment is advisable
when utilising this resource. This book

is not simply an explanation of soft-
ware, it is a far more valuable avenue

to creative ways of implementing var-

ious software programs into the pri-
mary English syllabus. The capabili-

ties of pertinent software are recog-
nised and outlined, accompanied by
tables that correlate activities with
outcomes. Software is graded and cat-
egorised in terms of: word processing; publishing; drawing
and painting; databases; and adventure or talking software.
There is an excellent range of practical applications sug-
gested to enhance student literacy and learning for Stages
1 to 4. E. Maxwell

USER LEVEL: Professional

[428.007]

AVAIL: Paper $16.00 (Members) $22.00 (Non-
members)

KLA: English SCIS 899443
YATES, Irene

How to be a wizard at. [series]

Wizard, 1997

Although originally a British publication, this series has been
linked to Australian frameworks in English, giving it a legit-
imacy in Australian schools. The books are a series of pho-
tocopiable blackline master worksheets, each including exer-
cises and extension activities. The worksheets are all written
to address the student, an approach which should not be
understood to imply that exercises such as these should
replace teacher-modelled and guided approaches to teach-
ing such important skills. However, as practice exercises for
skills which have already been explicitly taught, these would
be a useful resource for primary teachers of Stages 1 and 2.
J. Donovan

USER LEVEL: Professional

AVAIL: Paper $24.95 each

KLA: English

Titles in this series include:

How to be a wizard at spelling  SCIS 903660
How to be a wizard at reading  SCIS 903665

COOPER, Kerry

ATEK: appropriate technology education kit:
teacher resource K-6. [Kit]

Futureworld, 1997

ISBN 0646311212 [600]

Appropriate technologies are products and processes which
solve problems in particular situations. This folder of activ-
ities and worksheets provides information about environ-
mentally friendly products and processes in the urban situ-
ation. It aims at developing skills and positive attitudes
about using appropriate technology. Although the contents,
including energy and water conservation, waste manage-
ment and telecommunications support the built environ-
ments Science and Technology content strand, the content
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presentation lacks organisation and falls short of being either
an effective teaching or learning resource. The text and illus-
trations are sometimes difficult to interpret, and some diffi-
cult concepts such as ‘centrifugal gross pollutant trap” limit
the use of the kit to at least upper primary. A. Howard

USER LEVEL: Professional

AVAIL: $35.00

KLA: HSIE; ST SCIS 902725
Mining: technology of the future. [kit]

NSW Minerals Council, 19977

ISBN none [622.076]

Produced by a team of practising teachers, experienced edu-
cators, and industry specialists with topic expertise, this is a
valuable teaching resource. This kit, covering three of the
Design and Technology contexts, presents a very easy point
for beginning teachers and teachers in TAS making first steps
into the area. The kit greatly assists in shortening the prepa-
ration time of teachers. The units have been tied directly to
curriculum outcomes, which can be reached by completing
a number of design briefs. The briefs are supplemented with
case studies, student activities and a small list of back-up
resources. It is suited to Stages 3 and 4. D. Low.

USER LEVEL: Professional

AVAIL: Free to schools on request.

KLA: TAS

EVAL: Highly recommended SCIS 902730
ASH Eve & QUARRY Peter

Going for a job interview. [videorecording]

Ash Quarry, 1997 (19min.)

ISBN none [658.3 ]
Useful for prospective interviewees, approaching and
attending job interviews is well presented by this resource.
Discussion between the two psychologists Ash and Quarry
is structured into phases, from application to interview. The
phase dealing with anxiety facing the applicant is particu-
larly succinct in terms of strategies to reduce both actual
and visible nervousness and stress. Strategies for making
the maximum impact on the selection panel, initiatives for
projecting positive interpersonal skills, and advice on asking
clarifying questions are valuable and easily transferable to
individual candidates. The final well formulated advice is to
be honest! F. Plummer

USER LEVEL: Professional

AVAIL: $150.00

KLA: VOC ED SCIS 899094

Design and technology: valuing our work. [kit]
New South Wales Independent Commission
Against Corruption, 1996

ISBN 0731072421 [745.207]
Combining a comprehensive set of strategies to keep teach-
ers and students interested and active in the topics of atti-
tudes, values and ethics, this resource will find a place in
every Design and Technology 7-10 classroom. The kit was
created with the active assistance of practising teachers, rep-
resentatives of the syllabus committee and curriculum staff,
so that it would have a high level of direct application in
class work. The kit is especially useful because it ranges from
drama to video-stimulated discussion, and the material pro-
vides challenges for students in the way they think about
the issues and in the way in which they would complete the
activities. D. Low

USER LEVEL: Professional

AVAIL: Free to schools on request.

KLA: TAS

RESOURCES
SCIS 902715

EVAL: Highly recommended

Ethics in design and technology.

[computer software]

New South Wales Commission Against Corruption.
Showads Interactive, 1997 '
ISBN none [745.207]
As a resource meeting the needs of teachers and students of
Design and Technology for the HSC, this CD-ROM and
handbook provide a much needed resource for the ethics
areas within the syllabus. Student confidence to act ethical-
ly in decision making will be greatly enhanced by incorpo-
ration of the activities and case studies provided in this
resource. Practising teachers, especially of 3 Unit students,
will be empowered to relate to, and consider ethical issues
in classroom discussions. Some of the activities have been
designed especially for students who could access the'mate-
rial as self-guided lessons. D. Low

Minimum requirements

Macintosh System 7; 8MB RAM; double speed CD-
ROM drive; 16 bit monitor.

Windows 3.1: 25 MHz 386; 8MB RAM; double speed
CD-ROM drive; SVGA monitor.

USER LEVEL: Stage 6 Professional

AVAIL: Free to schools on request.

KLA: TAS

EVAL: Highly recommended SCIS 902723
RUMP, Nan

Puppets and masks.

Davis, 1996

ISBN 0871922983 [745.592]

A range of creative arts is brought to bear in this approach
to storytelling. Step by step instructions are given for the
creation of the puppets and masks described, from teacher
or parent preparation, to the utilisation of everyday materi-
als in the creation process. A variety of projects is provided,
from hand held puppets to outsized puppets and masks.
Comprehensive tips are given on performance, including
creating a stage, choice of story and use of music. A selection
of stories is offered, as are hints on building an original story.
This is a detailed, practical guide, of particular value for the
teacher lacking confidence in this area. M. Steinberger
USER LEVEL: Professional

AVAIL: Paper $29.95

KLA: CA SCIS 903889

DIXON, Neill

Learning with readers theatre.

Pegius, 1996

ISBN 1895411807 [808.5]
This Canadian text is a most detailed and practical explo-
ration of the teaching of readers theatre. The three authors
are experienced teachers who clearly understand the value
of a structured, varied and comprehensive approach. The
practicalities of oral interpretation, guidance on storytelling,
teaching students to write scripts and ideas for staging are
given due weight. Emphasis is given to relating readers the-
atre to the broad spectrum of the curriculum. Teachers will
find the discussion on evaluation, especially self evaluation,
of great value. Reproducible masters and sample scripts add
to the practicality of the volume. M. Steinberger

USER LEVEL: Professional

AVAIL: Paper $29.95

KLA: English SCIS 871711
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Who reviews?

Reviewers for Scan and the DSE Web site are selected from
teachers and teacher-librarians across the state. In this issue,
they included the following:

Judith Anderson, North Sydney Primary

Liz Bowring, secondary teacher-librarian

Jill Buckley, ex Scan editor

Nell Chaffey, Tamworth Primary

Rodney Dobson, Long Flat Primary

Jenny Donovan, SEO1, Literacy Assessment

Chris Dorbis, SEO1, Aboriginal Studies

Jan Eade, primary teacher-librarian

Helen Gordon, secondary teacher-librarian

Richard Greaves, SEO1, Mathematics

Marion Hamlyn, Wollongong High

Elizabeth Heath, Granville South High

Anne Howard. primary teacher

Suzanne Leslie, Lindfield Primary

Marjorie Lobban, Peter Board High

Daniel Low, TAS teacher, Epping Boys’” High
Elizabeth Maxwell, Cherrybrook Technology High
Ian McLean, Punchbowl Primary

Lea Monticone, secondary teacher-librarian
Rebecca Murray, Blacktown South Primary

Nigel Paull, Grafton South Primary

Eve Petlevanny, Kuring-gai Creative Arts High
Frances Plummer, Social Science teacher/Training &
Development

Sally Rasaiah, Waitara Primary

Beverley Richardson, primary teacher-librarian
Margaret Sim, Cheltenham Girls’ High

Cathy Sly, English/Drama teacher, Barrenjoey High
Wendy Smith, Tamworth Primary

Graham Spindler, Parliamentary Education Liaison
Officer

Margaret Steinberger, secondary teacher-librarian
Carol Thomas, Literacy Consultant

Jenny Watts, Canowindra High

Scan promotes
information literacy.
We welcome articles about
successful programs for
information skills
development, both primary
and secondary, particularly
in an electronic
environment. Please
contact the Editor
on ph.:

(02) 9886 7501
or fax:

(02) 9886 7413
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Loo-Loo, Boo, and art you can
do. 3:77

Look inside cross-sections.
[series] 2:72

lost day. The 3:63

lost treasure of Captain Blood.
The 2:55

Love on the net. 1:62

Love, ghosts and nose hair: a
verse novel for young
adults. 3: 64

Ma premiére encyclopédie.
[computer software] 4: 65

Maestro: an interactive study
guide. [computer
software] 2: 77

Magic bean. [series] 2: 58

magic hourglass. The 1:79

majestic rollerink. The 3:78

Make me an idol. 2:64

Make the future work:
appropriate technology a
teachers’ guide. 1:83

Making pictures: techniques for
illustrating children’s
books. 2: 83

Maori art and culture. 4:73

Mapworlds. [series] 1:74

Marco raconte: 13 histoires
vraies. 4:77

Martung upah: black and white
Australians seeking
partnership. 2: 65

mask of Caliban. The 2: 64

Math at a glance: a month-by-
month celebration of the
numbers around us. 1:73

Math blaster jr. [computer
software] 3: 71

Math blaster mystery: the great
brain
robbery: pre-algebra.
[computer software] 3: 78

Maths challenges 500 maths
questions and solutions for
able pupils. 1:73

McMuscles and other stories for
giggling. [sound
recording] 4:58

Me and Mary Kangaroo. 2:76

Mean Charlotte and the good
idea. 1:60

memory tree. The 3:61

Mermaid. 2:76

Messy Jessie. 3:56

Metropolis: ten cities, ten
centuries. 3: 69

Michael Rosen’s book of very
silly poems. 2:76

Michelangelo. 1:77

midnight gang. The 1:57

midwife’s apprentice. The 3:59

Milk. 4:72

Minah: a poem in four
parts. 3:78

Mindful learning. 3: 82

Mining. 4:67

Mining: technology of the future.
[kit] 4:81

Mirror, mirror: an adventure
through time. 1: 62

Mister Eternity. 4: 62

Mixed up monsters. 4:54

Modems, megabytes and mel
telecommunicating across
the curriculum: activities for
grades K-8. 1: 84

Mog and the vee ee tee. 1:60

Monarchy or republic: which way
now? A resource book for
teachers. 2: 67

Monster bugs. 2: 71

Monster magic. 1: 61

More than 9 lives: forty-nine cats
in verse. 4:76

Motivating at-risk
students. 2: 80

Mozart compendium: a guide to

Mozart's life and music.
The 1:78

Mr Biffy’s battle. 3:58

Multi-media graphics. 2: 65

multiple effects of rainshadow.
The 1:62

Multiple intelligence approaches
to assessment: solving the
assessment
conundrum. 2: 81

multiple intelligences road to a
quality classroom. A 2: 80

Mummy is that you? 2: 54

My Dad’s a wizard! 1: 56

My first amazing world explorer.
[computer software] 2: 78

My first book of proverbs = Mi
primer libro de dichos. 1:72

My first lift-the-flap book.
[series] 1:61

Mystery of Devil’s Roost. 4: 59

mystery of light.
[videorecording}, The 1:74

mystery of the black pyramid.
The 1:61

Naltawilli: sit down and listen
Dreamtime stories. [sound
recording] 2: 65

Nathan’s run. 3: 63

National interlending and
document delivery summit
1995: proceedings of a two
day seminar hosted by the
Australian Council of
Libraries and Information
Services. 1:83

Nattie and Nuffin. 1:59

New life on the 2nd floor. 3: 77

new living body. [videorecording]
[series] , The 3:74

New perspectives in social
education. 4 4: 66

New scientist. [computer
software] 1:73

news on aliens. The 4:63

Night skies. 2: 56

No. 2 Pumpkin Hollow teaching
ideas. 1:84

Noisy poems: a callection of
noisy verse. 4:75

Not a nibble! 1: 55

Not just after lunch on
Wednesdays: critical literacy
a personal view by Jane Pitt.
[videorecording] 2: 82

Nothing to write home
about. 4:61

Novel assignments. Set 2. 3: 84

Nurturing multiple intelligences
in the Australian
classroom. 2: 81

Of the wild. [series] 2: 70

Oil spill. 1:76

Old bones. 4:57

Old magic. 1:54

old woman who named things.
The 1:56

One big union: a history of the
Australian Workers Union
1886 - 1994. 2: 67

Our big island. 1:55

Our constitution: teacher
resource manual. 3: 82

Our fand is our life: land rights,
past present and
future. 4:67

Out walked Mel. 3: 62

outcast. The 4:60

Outside permission. 1:65

Oxdord book of modern
Australian verse. The 2:77

Pacific Highway boo-blooz:
country poems. 1:67

Pagan’s scribe. 1:64

Page to Jane Seymour. 2: 60

panorama of the Renaissance.
The 4:77

Patterns in the air. 3:62

Pearl’s pantry. 2: 59
Penelope’s knees. 4:75
penguin friend. The 3:61
Penguin historical atlas of
Ancient Greece. The 3:79
Penguin historical atlas of the
Third Reich. The 3:80
Penguins: birds of
distinction. 2:71
People through history.
[series] 1:70
People who help. [series] 3: 55
Pets. [series] 1:76
Phonics alive! [computer
software] 3:71
piece of string is a wonderful
thing. A 2:73
pig called Francis Bacon.
A 1:61
Pig keeping on a small
scale. 3:75
Pila Wuk: when | was
young. 3: 68
Pirate the seal. 2:57
Playbuilding Shakespeare. 2: 83
Pop out and drive away.
[series] 2: 73
Port Arthur: a story of strength
and courage. 4:68
Potato baby. 4:59
Preservation of land and culture:
portrait of the
Adnyamathanha tribe.
[videorecording] 4:78
Preserving the Arrente
language.
[videorecording] 4: 69
Preserving the old traditions:
portrait of the Yanuwa and
Gurrwa peoples.
[videorecording] 4:78
Prime ministers of
Australia. 2:80
Princes. 4:63
Problem solving and initiative.
[videorecording] 3: 84
Processing.
[videorecording] 3:76
Professional hospitality: an
introduction. 2:73
Pulling the plug on the
universe. 2: 64
Puppets and masks. 4: 81
Put a sock in it, Percy! 1: 59
Puzzles, mazes and
numbers. 2:75
puzzling day in the land of the
pharaohs. A 1:79
Quality in the classroom:
learning about teaching
through case studies. 3: 83
Queen Lizzie rules OK! 4:59
Queen of the universe. 4: 58
Queenie the bantam. 4: 55
question of justice: challenge:
indigenous peoples. A 3:69
Quickening. 4:76
Quinkin Mountain. 3:58
rainbow fish = Con ca bay mau.
The 1:56
Raptors! the nastiest
dinosaurs. 2:70
Ratpackers. 1: 62
really horrible guides. [series],
The 1:75
Red earth and pouring
rain. 2: 60
red herring mystery. The 1:79
Reef islands and tropical coast.
{sound recording] 1:75
Reforming schools through
workplace learning. 4:79
Relax, Max! 3:59
Report card on report cards
alternatives to
consider. 1:84
Reptiles. 3:73
Resistant materials. 2: 67
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Resolving violence: an anti-
violence curriculum for
secondary
students. 1:83

Return to Creepe Hall. 4: 58

Return to Sandakan.
[videorecording] 1: 80

Right from the start the Axis
kettle.

[videorecording] 3: 76

road to ancient Rome. {computer
software] The 4:77

rooms in my mother's house.
The 3:65

Rowan and the Keeper of the
Crystal. 2: 59

rules: an introduction to the
Australian constitutions.

The 2:67

Sacred symbols. [series] 1: 69

Sailing home. 2: 55

Sam’s duck. 2: 54

Sanctuary. 1:63

SBS, 1995 (SBS educational
videos) 3:76

Science and our future.

[series] 2:69

Seas and oceans. [series] 2: 69

Seas and oceans. [series] 3: 72

Seconds best. 3: 60

Secrets of Walden rising. 1: 58

See how they run. 1:65

Selby spacedog. 2: 56

sense of wonder: on reading
and writing books for
children. A 1:85

Setting up and operating a band
PA system: pump up the
volume!

[videorecording] 1:77

Seven magic brothers = Bay anh
em co biet tai. 1:72

Seven strange and ghostly tales.
[sound recording] 3: 61

shadow of Modrican. The 2: 62

Shadows of olive trees. 1: 63

Shards of memory. 1:64

Shimmer in the city.
[videorecording] 3: 76

shoe box millionaire. The 3: 58

Shoovy Jed. 3:65

silver fox. The 4:63

Simon and his boxes = Simon va
nhung cai hop. 2:55

Sing, Sophie! 4:55

singing voice. The 4:74

Skeleton Club. The 4:59

Slam dunk. 2:77

snake-stone. [sound recording] ,
The 2: 60

Soccer. 1:79

solitaire mystery. The 1:63

Somebody somewhere knows
my name. 3:55

Songwriting. [series] 2: 74

South America. 3: 81

Speak Chinese, Fang
Fang! 2:54

SpellingWorks: a workbook of
spelling strategies. 2:68

Spiders spin webs. 2: 77

Splashback a great greasy
journey. 2: 56

Spilit lives. [sound
recording] 1:70

Spy science: 40 secret
sleuthing, code-cracking, spy-
catching activities for
kids. 3:70

Starring Mirette and
Bellini. 4:55

Stars and galaxies. [computer
software] 2:69

Step by wicked step. [sound
recording] 2: 61

Step by wicked step. 1:63

Stephen Biesty's incredible
explosions. 2: 72

Stick figure 2: 61

Sticky little fingers. 2: 73

Stinkers ahoy! 2: 58

strange and powerful magic.
A 2:53

Strategies for dealing with
bullies. [videorecording} 4: 68

Streetwise. 1:65

Struck by lightning: the inspiring
story of Garry Lynch. 2:68

study of an economically
developing country. A 1: 81

Summerland. 2: 57

Survival. [computer
software] 1:74

Survival. 3:74

Swampland. 4:63

Take care. [series] 1:71

Take it apart. [series] 4:72

tale of Tobias. The 4: 65

Talking to learn. 2: 81

Tarot says beware. {sound
recording] 1:59

Tashi and the ghosts. 1:59

teacher’s guide to the Internet:
the Australian experience.
A 3:82

Teachers write: a handbook for
teachers writing about
changing classrooms for a
changing world. 4: 80

Technonerds.
[videorecording] 3: 82

Teenspeak: a survival guide for
the verbally challenged
parent. 2: 66

terrible trins. [sound recording].
The 2:58

Testing times. 3: 62

Textiles. 4:73

That's enough Paul! 1:60

Thinglets. [series] 2: 58

third day, the frost. The 2:63

This is technology.
[videorecording] 2: 83

Through the doorway. 4: 58

Through the witch’s
window. 4:59

tides of time. The 3:62

Tingleberries, tuckertubs and
telephones: a tale of love and
ice-cream. 2:58

To kill a mockingbird and other
plays. 1:66

To lie with lions. 2: 61

Today is Monday. 2: 52

Too soon to say good-bye. 1:64

too-tight tutu. The 4:57

Tools for teaching in the
integrated classroom. 1: 83

Toy box tales. 3:60

Toy trouble. 2:57

Training your memory. 2: 65

TriplePlayPlus French!
[computer software] 4: 68

Troubled century. [computer
software] The 3:79

True UFO stories. 4: 64

Tulip touch. The 3:63

tunnel. The 4:57

Twice upon a time. 2: 59

Two little witches: a counting
story. 2:55

Tyger pool. 4:61

Unauthorised access.
[videorecording] 3: 70

unconsoled. The 2:62

Under the hill. 3:56

Understanding weather.
[computer software} 3:72

Uni is easier when you know
how. 1:71

Universe beyond. [computer
software] The 4:69

unknown war. [videorecording]
[series] The 4:77

Using software in English. 4: 80

Valley of the wolves. 3: 61

Variations on a familiar theme.
[videorecording] 1:69

Venus the caterpillar and further wild
stories. 2:59

vibrant vegetarian. The 4:72

Victor's quest. 1:60

Vietnam : the last battle.
[videorecording] 1:81

Vietnam. [computer software] 1: 81

Vietnam: impact of aid.
[videorecording] 1: 70

Voices from a lost world: Australian

women and children in Papua New

Guinea before the Japanese
invasion. 2: 66
Voices in the wind. {kit] 3: 84

voyage of the Ozzie Rover. The 1:57

Voyages of discovery. [series] 1: 80

Wacky Mac. 1:59

Walls. 1:77

wandering bear. The 1:57

Warrigal's way. 2: 66

warrior: the story of a wombat.
The 3:60

Water wings. 3: 60

Wavelength. 2: 62

way things work 2.0. [computer
software], The 2:72

We're talking about disability. 1: 71
We're talking about eating
disorders. 4:72

We're talking about vegetarianism. 4: 71

Webster's Exploring the Internet.
[computer software] 3: 66

Webster's world encyclopedia 1997.
[computer software] 3: 66

Weirdo's war. 3:63

Whale road. 1:64

Whalers. The 3:57

Whammy! 2: 56

What's in the shop? 4: 54

What's wrong with bottoms? 3: 54

What's your purpose? reading strategies

for non-fiction texts. 3: 83

What do we know about Sikhism? 3: 67

What feels best? 3:54

What is a wall, after all? 3:55

What is the matter with Mary
Jane? 2:77

What job suits you: a step-by-step guide

to choosing the right
occupation. 2: 67

What makes me happy? 1:68

What sort of day? 2:53

When dinosaurs die: a guide to
understanding death. 1:69

Where do you get your ideas? interviews | World magazine bank. [computer
with Australian authors of children’s software] 3: 66
books. 1:79 world of festivals. The 1:72

Who's who atthe zoo. 2:75 world of the medieval knight. The 3: 80
Who is Oscar Lake? An interactive Worlds apart. 3:64

French learning adventure. [computer
software] 4: 68 Wo;?;‘:afge ;e% [computer

2 1.
Who wrote §hakespeare. 1:67 Wrecked! mysteries and disasters at
Why not? 3:56 sea. 1:80

Why we eat what we eat. Write, camera, action! [computer
[videorecording] 1:72 software] 3': 78

Why we got chucked out of the inter- o . " R
schools football competition. 2: 59 Writing and selling articles. 4: 75

Wianamatta: Mother Creek South Creek. | Writing for the Weekly Times.
[videorecording] 1:70 [videorecording] 1:68

Wild blue yonder: flying sfories of year the Star fell. The 4:64
amazement and wonder. 2: 72 You and your ADD child; practical

Wild life. 1:66 strategies for coping with everyday

Wilde and buske. 2: 60 problems. 1:84

William Golding’s Lord of the flies. 2:76 | You know what | mean. 1: 66

winter king: a nove! of Arthur. The 1:62 | Your feelings. [series] 4: 65
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journal of a northern hairy-nosed Zoosports: an aerobic ABC. 1:73
wombat. The 4:56

Women changing: changing women.
[videorecording] 3: 68

wonders of our world. [series] ,
The 2:69

Working mathematically: Space.
[computer software] 4: 69

way we dress: the meaning of fashion.

[videorecording} , The 2: 68

Wayland atlas of rain forests. The 3:72

book. 3:56

When | was your age original stories
about growing up. 2: 61
Where's my kitten? a hide-and-seek flap

World’s climates. {series] , The 2:70
world's top ten. [series] The 4:70
World beat. [computer software] 1:78

Wayland atlas of threatened
cultures. 4: 66

Where do animals go in winter?
[videorecording] 1:75

world in the time of Marco Polo.
The 4:76
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Clement, Rod 4: 54
Coil, Carolyn 1:83
Cole, Babette 4:54
Coleman, Michael 3: 63
Coleman, Verna 2: 68
Collins, Lilyjane 1:54
Collins, Paul 4:57
Condon, Bill 1:59
Condon, Matthew 4: 57
Cooper, Carole. 3: 82, 4: 80
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Fulloon, Sandra 1:70
Gaarder, Jostein 1:63
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Dhanjal, Beryl 3: 67
Disher, Gary 4: 61
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Hayllar T.A. S. 1:66
Hayward, Susan 3:77
Healy, Kaye 4:67
Hearn, Mark, 2:67
Heinrich, Sally 2:53
Hellard, Susan 3:54
Henbest, Nigel 1:73, 4: 69
Herrick, Stephen 3: 64
Hessell, Jenny 3:54
Hest, Amy 2:53
Hibberd, Jack 2:77
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Hooper, Meredith 4: 79
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Karlsson, Mary Riordan 2: 80
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King, Valerie 2:54
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King-Smith, Dick 2: 58
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Lewington, Anna 3:72
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Litzinger, Rosanne 4:55
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Lovelock, Damien 1:79
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Marchant, Kerena 3:71
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Mcrobbie, David 1:65
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Miller, Karen 2:80
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Morpurgo, Michael 2:54
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Morris, Neil 2:69, 4:70
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Moseley, Keith 2: 73
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Oliver, Stephen 1:66
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Scott, Heather 2: 75
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Triolo, Rosalie 2:79
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Turner, Gwenda 3: 56
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Vickers-Rich, Patricia 3: 73
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Waddell, Martin 4: 56
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Wallace, Karen 4:60
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Wheatley, Nadia 4:56
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Wick, Walter 2:55
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The books that became the

series that became the legend

Now it’s time to hit back.

Now it’s time to come out fighting.
Now they really are Burning For Revenge!
The sensational new title in the Tomorrow, When the War
Began series.

THE THIRD
S DN,

When you're on your knees there’s only one thing
to do ... stand up again!

Ellie and her friends have stared defeat in the face.
They have felt its hot breath.
They have been bashed and battered by it, brought
to breaking point.

Pan Macmillan Australia

SOMETHING BACK

Blueback — A story
about people learning
from nature.

About a boy and his

life-long friend.

Available in November 1997
Hardback: $17.95  Paperback: $12.95
0732909120 0330360388

Ao

Pan Macmillan Australia

Blueback

a fable
for all ages

Tim Winton
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