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Scan accepts advert1s1ng
For further information, .
* contact Jill Buckley 02 8089490 .

Itis pleasmg to report that our subscnptlons are, at
last count, topping 1 500. This gives us a healthy

- basis on which to ' work for 1992, but we need to see
- the forms continuing to roll in. So please wave Scan .

around at school and cluster meet1ngs and remind
your colleagues to subscribe.’

We also continue to welcome your contributions.

You, the readers, are the people in the best position -

to know what the readers want. As well, in these -

" times when teachers are documentlng their

achievements, a published article would be a worthy
addition to your curriculum vitae. Write (Private
Bag 3 Ryde 2112), fax (02 808 9413) or phone (808

~ 9490) us with your ideas.

- We hope that you will find plenty of good read1ng

in this issue. Literature features strongly: interviews-
with the author, Margaret Barbalet and illustrator,
Jane Tanner, of The Wolf, an interview with

. Caroline Macdonald and an article on the art of .

persuasion as it applies to children and 'good’
literature. Children's literature will also be on the

: agenda in Scan 3 with reports on the Children's
- Book Council Conference and interviews with two
-of its visiting authors Pat Hutchlns and Robert
i _._Corrmer

 Scan also offers challenges and assistance. The

article by Ross Todd in Viewpoints is of major .
importance to all teachers who see the school library
as an intrinsic part of the student learning program.
It is a response to Australia as an information

" society: the role of libraries/information networlcs,

the report of a House of Representatives Stand1ng
Comrnlttee chaired by Barry ]ones

' ]ohn Gore's art1c1e Currlculum change and
. implementation, highlights the current stage of

curriculum development and implementation in the
Key Learning Areas K-12. It provides important
information which will assist teachers and teacher-

librarians in the planning for effective acquisition of -
. resources to-support curriculum. :

Pam Wells' artlcle describes an exc1t1ng and

‘innovative learning program which enables students

to gain practice at applying information skills. Pam,.
from North Coast Region, was sponsored by the
Human Resource Development Directorate to attend
a conference in the USA in February 1992 where this
approach to learning was explored 3
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LETTERS [T

Dear Editor Scan, : '
Congratulations on a super f1rst issue of Scan.

" . Our Science & technology committee found the

resources section very helpful, while I
particularly enjoyed the article by Marlon
Robertson. With the prospects of OASIS library

*arriving at our school in 1993, I read the OASIS
- Diary with mounting panic. I then resolved to

practise laughing a lot during the Christmas

- holidays, and also to ensure that as many staff -
 membersas possible read OASIS Diaryin every
. issue. Imust photocopy it forexecutive members.

- Thank goodness I had enough money leftin the _
“library budget to send off a subscrlptlon in

December 1991!

Your faithfully,

- Leona Condon
- Parramatta WestPS

Dear Scan,

No I have not sent in my subscription to 'Scan.

- In the past we have received Scan, no charge‘ I

have only used it 1-2 times a year although I did
scan the Notes & rruscellany section. As our
supportstructure iscrumblingaway-no Library

Consultant, no Film and Video Library, less -
OAGSIS staff assistance ~ we will have less timein

Wthh to utilise Scan

Thus I am reluctant to part With $25 or $32 for a
'new’ service, which I'may not be a_ble to use.

Yours faithfully,

-J.Mcintosh
" Teacher-librarian

Béth McLaren: Devolution has indeed meant a

. change in the way schools and school libraries

are'supported. Many services are now located
closer to the school in Regions. Scan is intended
to assist teacher-librarians respond to the new

. challenges in education' and its format has -
changed over the years to allow this. Using the

many reviewsof relevantnew learning materials

. isjust one way thatindividual teacher-librarians .
. are able to save time by using the information
“published in Scan. May we suggest that you

~ borrow arecent copy of Scan and recon31der its
“value? '

AT|'ENTION TEACHER LIBRARIANS

School based Support Courses for -
. Teacher-librarians K-12
1992

jans with minimal specialist qualifications.

The course involves two 4 day residentials and

[L6 weeks of school-based action research practlcal
activities and a331gnments :

Ma]or content areas:
* School library policy.

educational programs.
* The effective management of serv1ces, personnel
materials and space. :

¢ - Cataloguing and classification.
* The professional development of part1c1pants as
effective teacher-librarians.

,4 Applications may be obtained frorn: o

Sandra MacLeod-Miller :
Human Resource Development D1rectorate
PO Box 423

‘Rozelle, 2039 , :

" Ph: (02) 556 0700 or 008 451 225
Fax: (02) 818 1460

Applications close on: 29th May, 1992
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Two courses will be conducted in _1992 for teachers from| |
‘government schools who are working as teacher-librar-

* The development, unplementatlon and evaluatlon of




cURREN'I'S%

_ Role

 Literacy, includes the provision of
school libraries and information

responsibility for planning

(Australian Council of Library and Information

" Services), tertiary institutions providing information .

science courses, ALIA (Australian lerary and

Information Assoc1at10n) ASLA (Australian School .

Library Association)and the Curriculum Corporation,

and the respons1b111ty for the SCIS Catalogue and

Review Team and Scan.

]Edu_cation 2000 _and Priorities 1992

Schools haverecently received a copy of two important
Departmental planning documents. Education 2000
and Priorities 1992. A number of the objectives and
outcomes included in Education 2000 are of particular
relevance to teacher-librarians. Specifically, Ob]ectlve 1,

todevelopinstudentsthe knowledge, skills
and attitudesrequired inkey learningareas,
‘to enhance their quality of life and
conh'lbutlon to society

has, as an outcome that

_ studentsupplymformatzonsktlls, thmkcrzttcally
. tosolve problems and support their concluszons
_ with reasoned arguments :

Schools consideringhow thisoutcome maybeachieved

- may find the previously published Information Skills

- .inthe School will providea number of strategies upon

which to base their planning. Certainly the role of the

teacher-librarian in the school should reflect the need
to achieve th1s outcome ' :

.. The Board- of Studles has published a number of

- documents which outline the educational outcomesin -
relation to specific syllabuses. Outcomes related to the

development of information skills will be found in

" thesedocumentsand may well assist teacher-librarians

-and classroom teachers in the co-operative planning
of programs in which student learning 1ncludes the
development of such sl<111s

VEducatlon 2000 is the basis for school and regional
- planmng The stated ob]ectlves, outcomes and

The role of the Semor Curnculum-v
Adviser- Library and Information

advice to the Director-General on
. literacy programs, and .the
program outcomes in relation to -

~school libraries. It also includes -
liaison with relevant organisations such as ACLIS

Beth McLaren is Semor Currzculum Advzser Lzbrary and Informatton Ltteracy

performance measures in such plans'will be an

Jimportant educational management tool in the future.
Itis vital that teacher-librarians participate fully in the
- processof planning, if theirrole in teach1ng information
skills,and in dehvenng informationservicesto students

and teachers, is to remain central to the school’s
educational program :

Hunter Reglon m1t1at1ve '

Hunter Region is supporting' the teaching of.
informationskillsand themanagementof schoollibrary

resources by developing a Regional Strategic Plan for
School Libraries for the next five years. Asthe firststep
of this process a group of teacher-librarians, led by

Alan Young, Cluster Director, considered where they

would like Hunter Region’s school library services to

:be in five years time and what strategies might be

employed to.ensure that this will be achieved. The. -
" proposed objectives, formulated at this f1rst‘meet1ng,
. willbe circulated to teacher-librariansin the region for .

consideration. The feedback received will be used in
thenext plannmg stage. Thisisa very exciting initiative

and the regionis supporting it with aone-off allocation
of relief days. The plan, developed in 1992, will be .
. implemented over the nextfive years. Other curriculum

areas are being given: smular support on a rotation

basis.

- SCIS Team

Much progress has been achieved in the last few

- months. Anne Dowling has recently been appointed to

the SCIS Cataloguing and Review team. Arne, who

will be well known to many teacher-librarians, is taklng '

chargeof thecatalogulngoperatlon Anne’sexperience
as a SCIS cataloguer will allow the team to begin

adding materials to the database immediately. Judy
O’Connell and Terry Fahy are two other recently

appointed members of the team, leavmg only two
pos1tlons still to be ﬁlled

Scan and Rev1ewmg ;
Scan subscriptions continue to increase. This second
issue for 1992 includes contributions on a number of

topics which -are of direct relevance to both teachers

and teacher-llbranans, reviews of learmng resources

to support the Applied Studies 11.- 12 syllabus, and
- reviews to assist the acquisition of new materialsacross
the curriculum. Publishers have been generousintheir
, contmulng support of the Department’s participation .

in SCIS and we anticipate that we will be able to
continue to catalogue and review the most relevant

‘new learnlng materials to support curr1culum

1mplementatlon in New South Wales schools. <.
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FEATURES ﬁf?

| {}Currlculum' change and 1mplementatlon

John Goreis the Manager of the Key Learmng Areas Uniit in Curriculum Directorate. ]ohn has an eighteen-year teaching -
background in secondary social sciences and was a secondary inspector before coming to Curriculum Directorate.

- The development of syllabuses for pr1mary and
' secondary schools in New South Wales is one of the .

responsibilities of the Board of Studies, a statutory,
authority responsible to parliament through the

Minister for School Educationand Youth Affairs. Many

people assume that the Board and the Department of

School Ediication are parts of the same organisation, -
but they are totally separate and distinct from one
. another. Infact, of the twenty three member Board, the -

Director-General is the only representative of '

governmient schools. Other Board members represent

' non—govemment schools, tertlary institutions, parents, -

prmc1pals teachers and other interest groups

, Durlng 1991 the Board contmued work on the large

development agenda set by Excellence and Equity. In

-accepting responsibility for the development of
* curriculum for K-12 it established Key Learmng Area
Coordinating Committees (KLACCs) in -each Key -

Learmng Area (KLA). The composition of KLACCs
varies as members are selected on the basis of the1r

* expertiserather thanona more commonrepresentative

model. These committees prepared framework

. statements for each KLA and cons1dered the courses .

offered in each area.

The Board and syllabus development
New, syllabuses are developed according to a model
which includes a writing brief, extensive consultation
and amendment as part of the syllabus writing process.
Common stages in syllabus development are:

Appointment of the syllabus committee
Syllabus committees vary in size but generally

comprise at least fifteen members who are -

" nominated by, and represent, various education
‘groups including the Department of School

‘Education, NSW Teachers Federation, tertiary

institutions and a variety of non- government

~school organisations. A committee may also have
some members appomted for their spec1al’
expertlse :

The writing | brlef -
The first process in the development of a new

. syllabusis the preparation of the syllabus writing -
- . briefby either the syllabus committee, KLACCor

a working group. The writing brief has a twofold
_ purpose itsetsthe boundarles for the work of the

‘The Key Learning Areas Unit consists of 10 officers who provide advice on.all matters related to the key learning areas
mcludmg matters before the. Board of Studies. They coordmate system and external 1mtzatwes in curnculum support.

 syllabus committee and prov1des a framework
~ for the new syllabus. Major issues and directions
- are usually determined at this stage and the brief
. must gain Board approval before proceeding
further. Depending on-the nature of the subject
this brief may take a few. weeks or a few months
to develop . '
" Consultation - :
To be certain that the writing brief and hence the
“direction of the syllabus development is in line -
with the wishes of all interested parties the briefis -
sent to a wide consultative group who are given-
. about a.month to respond. This group includes
teachers in all systems, tertiary educators, parent
organisations and a range of educational and
community groups who might have interest in
the work of the syllabus committee. The syllabus
* committee usually determines the compositionof *
the consultative group .

The comments of, the consultative group often -

- lead to modifications in the brief which are then -
reflected in the development of the syllabus
document S

ertmg of the syllabus

Following consultation and the 1ncorporat10n of .
any changes into the writing brief, the syllabus
committee writes the new syllabus which is then
subject to further consultation and possible
- amendment. Draft copies of the syllabus are not
usually distributed to all schools at this stage

although in the case of primary syllabuses sucha -
distribution may occur. This stage can take a few

- months, or in some cases, a few years '

'Approval ' :

When the syllabus committee- be11eves that the.

syllabus is complete it is submitted to the

Curriculum Committee of the Board. The

Curriculum Committee’s recommendations are

sent on to the Board for approval. The -Board
-indicates the date from which the new syllabus
. may be implemented. It is usually the
" commencement of a new school year

Syllabus cominittees also workon the non-mandatory
~support documents to accompany syllabuses. Such
documents have to be approved first by the Board’
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6

| Curriculum Committee and then the Board itself, but

do not necessarily go through the same consultatlon’ _

: processes for new syllabuses

Some current developments

During 1991 the finalisation of the Currzculum ,

, Requzrements for NSW Schools and the development of
" syllabuses in the Key Learning Areas provided an
enormous amount of work for the Board. This flowed

"on to the other bodies who work closely with the

‘Board, such as the Department,and will continuetodo

soas the recommendations of Excellence and Equity are

implemented. Outlined below are some of the things
which are happemng with regard to syllabus
development in each of the KLAs for primary and

secondary schools. These developments have

implications for the Department’splans for cumculum
- 1mp1ementatlon and support. '

anary educatmn
A Primary Curriculum Advisory Reference Panel was
established by the Board to provide it with advice on

- matters related to primary curriculum issues. This

group has representation from systems and people
~with expertise in the primary area. The Department

has its own Primary Curriculum Advisory Committee
-whichreports to the Director, Curriculum on all matters
related to primary education. It is made up of primary

principals, parents, cluster directors and teachers. -

Engllsh K-6 ’ '

" A new syllabus has been in the p1pe11ne for some time
and atternpts have been made to produce a draft which
will be acceptable to the various groups which have an

- interest in this KLA. A draft was presented to the
. March meeting of the Board and it is.expected that it

willbe sent to a consultative network in April. Because

 of the importance of this syllabus-all primary schools

will receive a copy so that practising teachers will be’

able to-‘trial’ and program for it. After working with

the syllabus, teachers will have the opportumty to

send the1r comments to the Board

MathematlcsK 6 : '
This syllabus which was well recelved has been in

~schools since 1988. Teachers have been enthusiastic °
. aboutitslevel of detail which provides comprehensive
units of work at each stage for teachers to wuse in the

classroom.-

_Sc1ence and technology K 6 '

Thissyllabus, released in 1991, hasalso been favourably
received by schools. Itreplaced thel nvestigating science
K-6 syllabus which was introduced in 1981 by the
‘Department. At the time of the introduction of
Investigating science teachers in schools were given
limited support for its implementation. An evaluation

undertaken in 1987 showed that primary science was

not being well taught. The new PrimeSTEP Program,
developed jointly by the University of Western Sydney
(Nepean) and Metropolitan West Region‘on behalf of -

the system as a whole, will attempt to help overcome

‘this problem. PrimeSTEP will provide training in .
science and technology education for a group of .

primary teachers who will then, in turn, train their
colleagues in their schools, clusters and regions. Over

time it is hoped that all prlmary teachers will beneflt :

from the outcomes of this tralmng program

Oneof the: ways in wh1ch_the 1mp1ementat10n of Science.

and technology K-6 is being supported is through the
publication of support documents. The Board of Studies

‘has produced a number of teaching kits which are
avallable for sale from the Board. -

Earlyin term 2 all government schools w111 receive free -

the first of two volumes of units of work to support this

~ syllabus. These units have been prepared by regions

and, coordinated .into two volumes by Curriculum
Directorate asan outcome of the deliberations of the K-

6 Science and Technology Key Planning Group. This
Group addressed the system-wide néedsof teachersin .

respect to this syllabus. As well as this project

PrimeSTEP was an outcome of this Key Planning - -

Group o

Human society and its environment K-6

. The writing brief is at present being circulated for
~ consultation. This consultation process willbe followed
. by the writing of the syllabus, the ﬁnal version bemg

due for release in 1994

It is proposed that the syllabus will'have four

interrelated content strands - HumanBemgs Cultures
Env1ronments and Societies. -

Lan guagesother than Enghsh (LOTE) willbe 1nc1uded ‘

in this syllabus. A core element will-include:

- knowledge and understanding about the role of

languages in communicating with others and

- conveying cultural knowledge - v
- values and attitudes-that promote intercultural

understanding and the apprecnatlon of cultural

-herltage

The optional element of LOTE will include a generic
framework which will assist schools to develop their
own programs in a LOTE to meet the needs of the
school and its community. ' :

s

Creatlve and practlcal arts K 6 :
‘The syllabus committee has met and is in the early
. stages of developing the syllabus brief.
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. Personaldevelopment, health and phys1cal educatlon |

K-6

-, This syllabus utxhses a model which integrateslearning

in the three areas of personal development healthand

- physical education. Atthe moment it is expected that

the syllabus will be organised around three elements
® content strands

~ o main ideas (related to each content strand)

* modules. -

Eightstrandsare proposed. The modules may provide .

samples of teachlng and learning act1v1t1es for use in

developmg units of work.

»Secondary educatmn :
One of the major preoccupations of the Board has been

the development of Oufcomes statements for each of its

o secondary syllabuses. All syllabus committees have

been involved in this process and the products df their

work are now beginning to reach schools. These -

statements do not replace the existing syllabuses nor

are they additional to it. The outcomes, asexplained in -

the .Board’s Curriculum outcomes. document, are

- primarily intended to be the “results of teaching and

learning expressed as a set of broad, comprehensive,

_assessableand observable indicators or benchmarks of
~ student achievement at each stage of a course.” They’
give more detail than objectives but are not

comprehensive of all outcomes from the teaching of a
course. Further detail is provided in the Board’s

: document and teachers should read it carefully.

vThe development of Nahonal Statements and Profiles

for each learning area and the work of the Mayer

'Committee on employment related key competency
. areas may lead to an emphasis on assessment that will
-change the nature of current Board outcomes. -

Engilsh

- There have been few syllabus developments in this

area to date. Much of the work of this committee has
been taken up with the compilation and publlcatlon of
recommended readlng llsts

"Mathematics ,
- The publication of the National statement inmathematics
. will have an impact on syllabus developments in this
- area. Currently the Board is considering reviewing the

Mathematics years 9- 10 syllabus. If a revised years 9-
10 syllabus adopts the principles of the years. 7-8
syllabus and the directions of the National Statement
there could be a greater cont1nu1ty between years 7-8

~-and years 9-10 mathematics.

' Saence
‘Discussion about the future of secondary science

syllabuseshasresulted inasurvey being sentto schools,

‘tertiary institutions, professional teachersassociations

and other groupsand individuals interested in science

: educatio_n. Its purpose is to gauge their opinion of the

current syllabuses and the areas in which change
might be necessary. The results of ‘this survey will
provide important information for futare science
syllabus developments , : ’

'Human society and its envn'onment
* This Key Learning Area has generated a great deal of

discussion. The . KLACC made a. number of
recommendations to the Board ‘about courses in this
area. Their recommendations were not accepted and

~ the Board decided to support only the mandatory

provision of a minimum of 100 hours of both History
and Geography in either Stage 4 (years 7-8) or Stage 5
(years 9-10). Both syllabus committees have found the
development task difficult and it has taken some time

forthem to have drafts ready to be sent to consultative
- networks. Documents were sent out in February and

the results of this consultation may further change the
syllabuses in this area. The Department intends to
collate the responses from its schools and. present a
consolldated response to the Board ’ :
Languages other than English (LOTE)

Considerable syllabus devélopment has occurred in
this KLA through national cooperation as the Board
has taken up the development of syllabuses in those
languages which have been designated by the
government as priority languages. Syllabuses for low
incidence priority languages are now available. These
syllabuses have been developed as part of a national -
project and are known as NAFLaSSL (National
Assessment Framework for Languages at Senior

- Secondary Level) syllabuses They are the sameforall .

the states.

'The Departrnent has‘ also been active in developinga

strategic plan for the implementation of LOTE
provisions in both primary and secondary schools

~over the next ten years. The plan takes many new.
initiatives in this area and identifies their funding

source. A strategic plan has been necessary because of -
the scale of change that is expected to occur over the

. nexttenyearsassecondary schoolsimplement first the
100-hour requirement, then another 100 hours before

the year 2000, as signaled by the Government. In"

“addition ‘there are plans to -extensively expand :

languages .in primary. schools through a variety of
programs. This is one area that is likely to advance
through the use of technology in education to de11ver
new programs.. : :

There has been some debate in this KLA in regard to

- courses for native speakers of a language and courses - "
- for students for whoem the language is-a second one.

The issue has not been completely resolved and is
likely to be the subject of further discussions.

AN
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Creative arts :
This KLA was sub]ect to one of the great debates of
1991. Strong opposition from some groups to the

recommendation of Excellenceand Equity for 100 hours
- of Visual arts and 100 hotuirs of a performing art (music, -
dance,drama) saw the Board finally decide to maintain -

the old rule of 100 hours of both Visual arts and Music.
This was not acceptable to drama and dance groups
who continue to lobby for more ﬂex1b111ty in this KLA

" The dec151on to allow the mandatory requirements to
be met in either Stage 4-or 5 is posing some problems
for the syllabus committees in structurmg ayears7-10
course.

| 'Technologlcal and applled stud1es
This is the first year of optional implementation ¢ of the
new De51gn and technology years 7-10 syllabus which

~ requires each student to study 200 hours over years 7- -

10. The syllabus is a major development i this KLA. It
requires a design approach and involves students in
- the use of a range of materials and technologies. This
- range will draw on materials, technologies and staff

- from across the school. Orie of its greatest challengesis -

. forschoolsto create an organisation thatallows the full
range of resourcesand staff to be used in delivering the

. course. Industrial arts and Home economics teachers

will find a natural place in this course but so will
teachers in a range of other faculties all of whom have

particular skills to contribute to the teaching of this

course. It would appear that the breadth of this course
isnot understood in many schools. :

- Changes in this KLA have been s1gn1f1cant for Home
science teachers who feel particularly disadvantaged

by the way many schools are implementing this - _
Y Y Y TP ein & - A25- hourPersonaldevelopmentand healthcoursefor'

years 11 and 12 is required to be taught by all -
government secondary schools. Curriculum
Directorate has prepared a course for optional use by. - -

syllabus, the deletion of tradltlonal courses and the
.adoption of much of the material traditionally taught
in Homescienceinto the KLA of Personal development,

health and physical education. There have been some

moves in schools to collapse Home economics Head
- Teacher positions and to transfer Home economics
teachers. This would appear to be a very short s1ghted
-policy by someschools. Notonly have Home ecoriomics
teachers an important role to play in the delivery of

" years 7-10 Design and technology syllabus but they

also can have a major input to the years 7-10 Personal
" development, health and physical education syllabus,
 particularly if they have input into how these courses
‘are orgamsed ‘and programmed at the-school level

In addition there areanumberof new syllabuses being
developed by the Board for both years 7-10 and 11-12,
. including Food technology that may be available as

~ electives possibly from 1993. All these factors would

_ indicate an increased demand for'Home economics

teachers in the med1um term ‘

. Other developments in this KLA include years 11-12

Design and technology and years 11-12 Industry
studies. This latter course is of particular interest
because it includes opportunities for industry
experience and TAFE modules leadlng to further
accreditation.

v Personal development, health and physical education i

The years 7-10 Personal development health and
physical education syllabus is also in its first year of

implementation. This integrated course has caused
some concern. The former Director-General in his R
Memorandum to Secondary Principals 91/155

Curticulum Requirements in Government Secondary
Schools acknowledged that schools should: have an

integrated program for Years 7-10and that a variety of
staff, including Home economics teachers, have an -

important contribution to make to this area. He also

acknowledged that students in government schools. '

could need more than the 300 hours over years 7-10

required by the Board because of the important

contribution this KLA makes to the development of
students.-

Part of the Department’s plans to assist the
implementation of this syilabus will include a support
document on the Department’s policies in this area of

the curriculum, and ways of dealing appropriately

with themajor areas of Careers, Drug education, HIV/

. AIDS education and Child protection. In addition the

Human Resource Development Directorate will

‘1nvest1gate developingaretraining course for teachers

in this area who wish to broaden their skills to more

closely fit the breadth of content and skills of thisarea. -~
- The course is planned to be 30 hours inlength. -

schools and this should be available soon. .This

suggested course has four themes: Managing my life,

Managing my relationships, Managing risk (HIV/

AIDS) and Managing risk (Drugs). A list of suitable
* resourcesand suggestlonsfort1metab11ngaremc1uded

Conclusmn _
Major curriculum change will cont1nue in. 1992 and

. beyond asschools1mp1ementarangeofnewsyllabuses :
* The pace of curriculum change s not likely todiminish.
. Officers within Curriculum Directorate are very

mindful of the pressures facing classroom teachers

‘and will be constantly endeavouring to work in

partnership with regions and schools to recommend
appropriate curriculum 1mplementat10n support for
government schools o

Scan Vol 11no2 May 1992

B i e e

e R ot 36

A e e

- inside should be sa_fe.

I wasn’t really conscious of
- metaphor as I wrote.

I am sl1ghtly surpr15ed:by the .
~_seeninthestory ..

I'seeit as a fable, a strange story.

- Iwrotea draft over three months,
- ontwo different weekends witha.

{} Creatmg a spec1a1 book

The wolf, wntten byMargaret Barbalet and zllustrated by Iane Tanner isa powerful and znvolmng new book. Jill Buckley v
recently spoke to Margaret Barbalet and Jane Tanner about their work :

| Margaret

“There were a couple of 1nﬂuences which affected the
story. I have only recently remembered that I was

upset by a really unpleasant, intrusive telephone call -
some time before I wrote The wolf. I experienced that
intrusion, that something unpleasant had intruded -
into the house. It was that feeling of a threat out there
. that intrudes right into the house
- which formed a core of the story.

I'had that sense that somehow the

theraputic use some people have
. that it evokes .
responsesatsuchlevels. ..because -

Others - put.

_ . different
interpretations on it. '

gap between them, and showed it to my then 12 year

- old who said it was too long. I then shortened it,
rewroteitand showed it to my twins, thenaged 4, who

liked it. The story was written fairly slowly for sucha
short piece. There were some very small changes once
it was accepted by Penguin.

The words Let it in, let it in came into my head while
was driving. I remember that particular curve of the

. road, on the way to work, when I was thinking of the

voices repeating this. I was thinking about the idea of

- change, thatyou go from fearing change to finding that

you cope with it. If you think through an anxiety-or a.

. horror, asking yourself what is the worst th1ng which’

- may happen, you: are ableto face thlngs Letitinisakey -
to the story. j .

Recently, since pul)llcation Ilooked up the word wolf
in dictionaries, and found there were lots of phrases

about wolves. One French dictionary referred to dusk -
 as ‘the hour between the dog and the wolf’, there is a
- musicalreference toa ‘wolf’, whichisa terriblediscord,

aswellassuchwidely used phrases as’to keep the wolf
from the door’.

‘Wolves are what people for some generations have -
*. held at the edge of their imaginations, and heard at the

edge of the village. My children’s paternal. great
grandfather was born in Minsk, and. he talked of
hearmg wolves howling at n1ght -

Ipictured the story’ s settmg asin aborderland evok1ng
something of the English and the Welsh border area. -

‘The children’s: names were meant to suggest -
~ . strangeness, they are Welsh in one sense I suppose.

Inmy writing I have ‘trouble with

~ metaphors’. Ilove them, so T have |
torestrainmyself in prosebecause
I find them powerful I ]ust can t
help myself. -

Mult1—layered ‘books are at,all .

levels. A favourite in my family is
- Greetings from Sandy Beach, which

has a wonderful felicity about it, -

which is delicious and light
» hearted but very thoughtful.

Id1dn tthinkof anyendings other
‘than the one used, the story was
complete. Iwasbroughtuponthe

‘--Hans Anderson stories, and Ida Rentoul Outhwaite, .

much of which can be awfully bleak: Like- Grimm, _
these are dark and powerful stories.

I feel that children respond to the book accordmg to
 their age. A child who just picksitup, would probably

need to be about 8 years and older. Younger readers

‘may not understand the ending, how resolved it

is.Thereisalso quite alot to read. I have had experience
of children, my own among them, who are frightened,
who were unable to watch a film, or frightened at

- night-time. I am aware of these difficulties: Children

do get frightened.” .

Jane

‘My first reaction to the text was. that it was very
difficult. Julie Watts from Penguin had brought it to
the Chilren’s Book Council Awardsin Hobart, and she
wanted me to illustrate it: The story gave me a strange

shivery feeling, Iwas awakehalf the nightafterreading
- it. On the surface itis so simple, but the more you read,

the more implications and suggestions it has. I have _
also learnt more through living with this work, -

: cons1der1ng how I approached 1t and the 1deas it
generates. :

Scan Vol 11 no2 May 1992



10

In domg the 1llustrat10ns I had to rethink the story all
‘the time in order to work with the metaphors of the
text. For example, this passage: '

" Itried to suggest that the reader may be an intruder,
‘that you’re viewing something private. This makes

That night their mother went around the house
 bolting shut all the windows. Some of them had
never been bolted before, and stuck. She had to
forceand wedge them shut. It tooka long time and.

it was dark by the time she had finished. =~

You could read the word 'mind' instead of wlndow in
this passage. It is a powerful, abstract image.These
" windows had never been locked -béfore, there is a

physical darkness, a physical reality as well-as a -

metaphorical level: Should I show the bolted doors
and windows in the backgrounds of subsequent
illustrations, or does that work against the metaphor?
I used portraits’ without showing those barred

- windows, although the interior of the house is dark .

from then on.

I _r_nade'the decisions about what to illustrate, how to

construct the book around the story. Some images -

'comeeasily as scenes which must beillustrated. Others

‘are more difficult to find. It is useful to set up rhythms

- and repetition when 1llustrat1ng a p1cture book then
- ideas begm to flow. -

The creampagecolouralso has theeffectof emphasising ‘
* the old world quality of the story On this occasion
Penguin have been most generous in the quality of the - .

paper, and the expensive 5-colour process 1nvolved in
pnntlng on to that background :

~This is a very honed text; Margaret has omitted - -

- everything superfluous. Everything has meaning, is

part of the metaphor of the story. In a. sense it s/ .

subliminal storytelling, for every gesture, the

components of individual pictures, every phrase is -

purposeful. The illustrations are designed to integrate

-with the text, toreinforceit, adding another dimension,, '

- ITamaiming to get deeperinto what is already there, to

engage the viewer’s emotions, to catch you, and get
- you further into the meaning. For example, I try to
* suggest the sense of grief within the family, that the
‘mother too is vulnerable. In the illustration where she

‘comforts Dai sheisnot clutching him, herhand gestures

 suggest somethmg else.

There is an mtlmate, confldmg voice about the text, it »

draws you in rather than addresses you. It is inward
looking. I needed to be inward looking too, rather than

' draw from purely ideas and techmques Itiseasytobe
clever. With this book I had to strive for simplicity, .

- although T did -use exaggeration when necessary,
_particularly on the staircase, with a circular twisting
fall reminiscent of Alice in. Wonderland.The
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1llustratlonsempha51se the t1meless fairy storyquallty _

but there are suggestlons of a modern sett1ng

you feel a little uncomfortable, an outsider lookmg in.

Luse borders almost like window frames.

The house of cards on the cover is indicative of the
careful balance inherent in the family situation. One
childis tentat1vely balancing somethlng, theyoungest
one is engaged in watching. The girl is caught for a

" moment, distracted. By what or whom? Is it you? The
feeling is one of things be1ng very finely balanced and
: volat1le :

' 1did try-to_draw the wolf in early drafts, to suggest its
presence -'a shadow on the wall, clouds across the
moon, to find ways to rhake the wolf physically more
~ -evident. As soon as you put a . four-footed visual

. symbol into the illustrations the subtelty islost.Ineed

to create atmosphere, to 1mply rather than state.

TH E SWQLF

Rejected cover draft

I have just read Bruno Bettleheim’s The uses of
~ enchantment, on fairy tales, on how we-can make .
thingstoo palatable, on the sinister quality of traditional

storieswhich touch universal emotions, Their power s

_-to touch real personal struggle, that these stories tap
into darkness which is important to us. Margaret’s;

story has this sort of power.

In The wolf there were three choices: to have the wolf

“devour ‘them; for the wolf to be vanqulshed or for_
them to embrace this thing. This last- opnon is not a
compromise; the metaphor.of the story.isn’t defused -

by the ending. It is taking a contemporary solution
whichisuncomfortableand thoughtful. Decisions have

to be made, responsibilities have tobe faced. I'feel that -

Margaret was most heroic in offermg that choice. I

“have read recently that chlldren like ]ustlce -while .

gullty adults prefer mercy

“This isn’t‘a book for very young children. Is it an illustrated -

‘ older readers

" 1 think the book is approp'riate‘for' all sorts of levels. The

. handled carefully. It1sscary,because1tlsaboutdealmgw1th- E

~ independence, say middle primaryand older, 8or9 upwards.

_ reallyadiscussion opener, raising personal issues. Itisnotan -

- personal responses. One Chinese student

- echoing’ their own experience, In both
- weré such that personal responses could

: beg1nmng notanend.”

' Margaret

- at night, sometimes I note things down

The very openness of the end1ng makes this book clearly for ‘
those who don’t need it all sewn up - whoare old enough to
make thoughtful decisions.

text rather than a picture book? Like a picture book it is an
integration of illustrations and text, but there is a large . IR
amount of text. I feel that the draw1ngs are an essential
element to understandlng the story,soitisa p1cture book for

older you are the more layers you will see. It needs to be

the unknown. It could be g1ven to a child who is coming to

It is a book which is relevant at times when- th1ngs are a bit
d1ff1cu1t

Instead of showzng the boy openmg the '

I have seen the book used with a'grade 6"clas_is, and it was, door and the inside of t the house .

easy book, and not meant to be used casually, as it could be ; ](rne decided on-a more subtle perspective

upsettlng

Thaveused it w1thyear7 and 1tproduced

commented that the book was about
being different, two students said that it
was about when your mother .dies,

thesesﬁuatronsthebookwasapproached
in a careful, trusting way and the .
atmosphereand relationshipsin the class

be shared. I think it is good to have a-

book like this for opening updiscussion
It is challenging not entertaining, itisa

New pro]ects,

'Tam currently workmg on several new
projects for children. I write sometimes -

whileIamatwork.Ialsokeepanotebook.
in the car to jot down ideas. ~

A new adult novel, Lady baby gypsy queen w1ll come outin ]une this year. I am also worklng ona couple of

stories for children, but they are stlll in the early stages. I work full-time as a public- servant and so I have very i

A little time to write.’ . _ IR

Jane

‘Tamnow worklng ona  Paul ]enmngs book w1th anunderwater theme Itis about a sea creature whichis the last |

 of its species, and its baby. The fisherman has to decide whether or not to return the baby to its environment. I

see it as being about mother child separation, so am currently depicting the creature as somethlng precious and

~ vulnerable. WhatI find excitingabout 1llustrat1ng picturebooksis thatasI cometo each project my p01nts of view
v change and I learn through renewed awareness of how much I-do not know L
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{}MayImtroduce...} : | o

Every year those of us whose staple diet 1schl1dren sliterature await the announcementof the shorthst inMarch,

and then the winners of the Children’s Book Council Awards in ]uly Who are those power brokers who decide \

© the shortlist and the awards? For a start they are people who can keep a secret: did you know that the winners
are dec1ded at the ]udgmg weekend and those in the know haveto-be absolutely t1ght-11pped for four months?

The ]udges are on the panel for two years but, like the senate, the panel is staggered so that in prev1ous years,

. -ithasbeena change of either three or four ]udges each year. Last year South Australia did not have a judge; John
 Foster has stepped in for 1992 only, and since Northern Territory will part1c1pate for the first time next year in
1993 there w111 be f1ve new faces and three expenenced :

Here then isa brlef proﬁle of the 1992 ]udges.

South Australla

l ‘ John Foster has taught Ch11dren s Literature at the Un1vers1ty of South Australia and ‘
its antecedents since 1975. Prior to this, he was a children’s librarian in Toronto and a

high school librarian in Adelaide. He is also Director of the Centre for Children’s

13

Australlan Capltal Terrltory ' _
— Ann Armstrong hasa BA from ANU and a Graduate D1ploma in L1brar1ansh1p from’ :

Un1vers1ty of Canberra. She has been amember of the CBCin Canberra for sevenyears, -
serving as publicity officer, secretary and- then Pre51dent in 1989-90. She reviewed
children’s books on ABC Radio for two years and is on the Natlonal Word Festlval'

S Comrmttee and the Lu Rees Archives Comrmttee

L

- Annhas worked as a Children’s Librarian and a Reference Librarian in pubhc libraries, a teacher’s

resource centre, and a joint-use secondary college/public library. She is now Chief Librarian of - ’

Belconnen Town Centre Library, a main branch of the ACT lerary Serwce Canberra’s pubhc' '

- '11brary system:

New South Wales

- Ever since studylng Chlldren s Literature as an undergraduate stud\ent at Macquarle '

University in the late 70s, Margaret Ramsden’s comm1tment to chlldren ‘s 11terature has
~ been fulfllled in' many ways. \ N

'\\ .

- Literature which is based at the University of South Australia. His qualifications include Master of
Library Science (University of Western Ontario), M. Ed and Ph.D (University of Adelaide). Much of the

research for his higher degrees has been focused on aspects of children’s literature, most notably on

_ subhterature for ch11dren

She has worked in a spec1allst Children’ 5 Bookshop, as a teacher-hbranan in various primary \

" -schools, and-for a children’s publisher. She also spent many years on the committee of the NSW
- Branch of the Children’s Book Council. She was one of the first students to- complete a Graduate
Diploma in Children'’s Literature from Macquane University, where she now teaches Children’s .

Western Australla

Margaret Phillips hasbeen a teacher-llbranan in Western Australlan govemment schools
since 1969. Except for 1983 when she worked asa library services advisory teacher, she has
been teacher-librarian-in-charge at Wanneroo Senior High School. Margaret completed
- her'library studies at Curtin Universityin 1974 and it was a course Resources for children

with Maxine Walker that stimulated her interest in children’s literature and she hasn’t stopped reading

-« since. She completed her Master of Education in 1987 1nc1ud1ng adissertation on teacher perceptlons of
- teacher-librarians in government schools

She has been act1ve in both WASLA and the School Libraries Section (WA Group) of ALIA She was

President of the latter section for seven years and is still on the committee. The Section runs the West

~ Australian Young Readers Book Award and Margaret has been involved in this for ten years. Among -

her publications are two articles in Access, a chapter in Information Technology in Schools (School
>L1brar1es Section (WA Group) ALIA) and reviews in Access and F1ct10n Focus.

Margaret has three adult children and two grandchildren. Only her artist daughter still lives at home

~ Whennotreading books and attendmg meetings, shedabblesin sewing, garden1ng, bush walking, four-

Literature part-time as well as working as a primary school teacher-hbrarlan She lives in Sydney :

- and has three young children who also love books

Queensland

After working as a teacher and then as a bookkeeper ina famlly busmess Mary
Lydon Whlpple became a teacher-librarian: She has worked in school libraries and
in the central library services of the Queensland Department of Education, where she reviewed

 fiction and non-fiction and compiled bibliographies of resources to support the curriculum. She is
- now-an itinerant teacher-librarian in the Sunshine Coast Region, assisting small schools with the1r :
_resource centres and with resource-based teaching and learmng

v

~ Victoria

V1rg1n1a Loweisa Senior Tutorat the Ru sdenCampus. of Deakin Umversnty, lecturing

- wheel driving, camping, rock- huntmg, helpmg in ﬂora surveys and greening Australia and bucket

_ mak1ng with natural matenals '

Tasmama

Lyn Calitz was bom 1947 in Johannesburg, South Africa where she took her BA Degree and .
Teachers” Diploma. She taught in Black schools for four years before she emigrated to

' Diploma of L1brar1ansh1p in Tasmania in 1977. Lyn spent 12 yearsas Children’s Librarianat -
the State Library of Tasmania. At present she is teaching literacy /numeracy at SkillShare and is a part-
~ time lecturer in Children’s Literature at the University of Tasmania and Hobart Technlcal College She
isa long-standlng member of CBC and an ex-v1ce-presndent

- Lynis marrled with a 16-year-old son; and an 8—year-old daughter. She 11ves on five acres of beautiful
Tasmanian bush and her hobbies are music, walkmg in the bush and along the beach phﬂosophy, self-

suff1c1ency and readlng S L
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* in English and Children’s Literature. For the previous four years, she was employed \,

Australia in 1974. A year as teacher-librarian in Adelaide was followed by study for her -

as Head of Library Services at St Paul’s School, Woodleigh, an innovative school at
Baxter, outside Melbourne, and enjoyed the school experlence immensely. She has also lectured at
the Australian Cathollc Umver51ty ‘ S

She has publlshed extenswely, her most recent artlcles being: Stop! You dldn’t read who wrote it!;
The.concept of the author in Children’s Literature in Education, June 1991; The Poetry Basketin
The Literature Base, October 1991; and Snufkin, Sniff and Little My: The ‘reality’ of fictional
characters for the young child in Papers, August 1991. She also reviews for Magpies. She is -
working on a PhD thesis on the reality-status of stories and pictures for very young children, and
their developing * suspenswn of disbelief’. This is based on a journal of 6 000 pages kept on the
reading responses of her own two children, Rebecca and Ralph, from b1rth to adolescence :

V1rg1n1a hasbeen on the Vlctonan executive of the CBC for most of the past ten years She has served -

as Honorary Secretary, and has twice edited the CBC News for periods of a year or more. <
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ﬁ' . human beings have alway_s :'needed.-‘storie's e

Carollne Macdonald recently spoke to Fay Gardzner by
telephone from her home in Adelaide.

.The blurb in the back of The lake atthe end of the world tells us that Caroline ‘has been engaged inresearchon
where she is going to live, and her address changes frequently Whilst concedmg that her nomadlc behav10ur _

may be related to her Kiwi heritage . .

the critics who rage about awards being given

but. which children find unattractive. Her

.. novelsareresoundingly successful withyoung -
- readers and, although she has published only - -

six novels, one collection of short storiesand a

picture book; she has won a multiplicity of
awards. Carolineis not,however, unreservedly :
enamoured of awards

CarolineMacdonald’s work flies in the facesof

“to books that adults judge as good literature

I think most of us havea kmd of love-hate regard for

the CBC shortlists. If your book appears on the list,
then the judges are good and wise~if it doesn t then

they re hopelesslessly bzased’

Magazznes that'concentrateon children’s literature
can go a long way to redress the imbalance that can

- occur when there’s a good book that doesn’t make
the shortlist. A journal like Scan can give it space.

and talk about lt Otherw15e it nght just be lost.

There can be little doubt that the Children’s:
- Book Council isfundamental to theremarkable
development of Australian children’s

literature. The work done by the council

- generally and the publicity generated by the
awards themselves have given children’s
literature a high. status and profile. But the

awardscan havea negatlve impact, even upon

~authors who are successful at making the

shorthst

‘Making the shortlzst is even more 1mportant to
publishers, and this urgency can be infectious. To

Thereisn’t any real plan for the shifting around and it's not even-a matter of real necessity for my writing. It’s ]ust that
I feel like moving every year; maybe I'm looklng for the ideal place I'muvery happy at the moment in Adelaide1 think I will

‘stay here for quite a few years.

Ina recent 1nterv1ew publishied in Magpies, Carollne referred to the concept of the unreliable narrator a 11terary'

~

- device where the writer uses a narrator who, for one réason or another is not wholly au fait with the'situation,
thus leaving the reader to make his or her own conclusions. Caroline’s novels also often have characters who are
alienated from their surroundmgs Inboth The lake at the end of the worldand The eye witness, characters find

~ themselvesin scenarios thatare unknown to them, where the other characters aredealing with ord1nary, familiar

objects and rituals which, because of a time slip in The eye witness or having lived in isolation in The lake at

- the end of the world, are bewildering to the character in questlon Is therea hnk between the unrehable narrator.

-and the ahenated character7
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“be writing a book with the spectre of the shortlist in -
the back of your mind would be one of the most ~
counterproductive thlngs that a writer can do.

- outside can help with this conveyance of

bewilderment or misunderstanding.

- talk about how human relationships are the most

‘of alliances starts to become more and more

15

I'don’t use the term ‘unteliable narrator’ in'that sense of

 alienation, except that when someoneisdescribingasituation

that is unusual for'them. The reader has more tnformatton

and can understand more-than what is appearing on the
. page. If I set a novel in abnormal circumstances, ' g
for instance the future, there will be a lot of

information about that world that I want to get
across to the reader. A character coming from the

information through his or her comments and

But what I really want to dowhen I'm writingis

important thtngs in theworld. You get a group of
human beings in any situation and the network

tangled. I find that tangle really interesting to
write about. A way to stir up this net of
interrelationshipsis to bring in someone from the
outside with a completely different viewpoint so -
thewriter then candraw out more reachons from
the central characters. '

Writers foradults haveused childrenas narrators -
in order to create this unreliable narrator idea so |
that the reader has this delicious feelzng ofactually -
knowlng more about what is going on than the " |

_ child is able to tell. What Maisie knew by

Henry ]ames isa good example of that.

" Ariother th1ng I hke to try to dowhenI'm wntlng a story is
perhaps to play a game with the reader, not tell the reader .

absolutely everything, just hope that the reader can bringa
little more knowledge to the text and get consequently more. .

satisfaction from solving the puzzle

A character like the girl in the short story, Hostilities, for
example, is a very unreliable narrator. Everything in the
story is filtered through Liz's consciousness, and concerns
her misconceptions. The reader should gradually get to

+ know that the boy against whom she is having this war is in

fact not as bad as she thinks at all. He's simply a bit confused

o andworrzedaboutbezngpushedlnto thenewfamllysuuahon,“
- and he only appears to be a pain; but she is blithely going

stralght ahead with her hostilities against him. All the time

he's really trying to fit into this new family. And I hope that -
- thereader would pick that up.If not, maybe I'm expecting too
- much of the young reader, but T would prefer to expect too

much than not enough.

Hosti'liti_es received a very positive review in Scan 10/
. 4, but not all the reviews have been so positive:

I'm really interested in the reviews that I've had for
Hostilities because it’s my first collection of short stories. -

. There have been some quite wide rangtng comments

CAROLINE

‘The ﬁrst review: I saw was-critical because the reviewer, _
“having assumed they werea collection of horror stories, said
the collection had failed because the stories were not very
frlghtenzng That, 1 thought was a very odd criticism
because I didn’t set out -
_to write a collection of
horror .- stories;
. frightening childrenwas
not my raison d'étre for
writing those stories. I
& wanted tomovechildren
emotionally, to give them
stories whichmighthave
afrightening or puzzling -
element; therearea lot of
hostile thingsinachild’s
environment whether
- theyareimagined or real.
Twanted towriteabouta
variety of children or
young people and how .
they responded fo
various .~ hostile
‘situations. -

Authors seem to have
many different
approaches to writing;
it is interesting that
'~ some novels seem to spnng almost fully formed into

" ‘the author’s mind whereas other authors begin with -

little idea of what will appear on the page -Caroline
beglns wuh a very definite map .

I'm certalnly-nOt the first person to do 50, but I can use the
analogy of ajourney. Forme, it’s essential that1 know where -
I'm setting off to; that I know the end point of the journey. -

" Ialso have to know by what means I'm travelling, in‘other

words the technical side of writing: tense, person, who's the. -
narrator and so on. But the journey can have unplanned
things happening along the way that have the effect of
making it a more enrlched and znterestlng journey.

A Caroline Macdonald novel or short story, isalways -
inventive and 1mag1nat1ve Where do the ideas come
from’ : ‘

Lots of in_cident_s T write about are things I've actually seen
or noticed and they've stayed in my mind or on pieces of .
paper wherel jot down ideas, sometimes for a very long time.
Then in most unexpected ways they will become developed
1nto astory or somethlng that I later use. :

The novels and ideas are not based on my own personal life,
but on incidents that I have observed or lived through that
- have all affected the way I put the words down on the page,
' the way I want to affect the reader. I don’t think this is
. different from what any writer would say. We can’t write
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_about anything except what is in our 7 heads and memories.
It’s ]ust the way you put these together that makes fzctton

. Wnters for ch11dren always seem to be and havebeen
as children, avid readers. Caroline is no exception.

- Iwas averyundisciplined reader asa child Tread everything

I could get hold of, not much non-fiction, mainly novels and

‘stories. I read what was around at the time; I'm 43 now and
- whenIwas growing up in New Zealand, there were very few

NZ authors, just the standard English stuff, Blyton, The -
- lion, the witch.and the wardrobe. I remember girls’

boarding school stories. I've read a lot of other children’s
authors talking lovingly about many books they remember,
: vvbut I just have :
. impressions of
~-atmosphere and the
effects that writers
could create ‘that 1
really responded to:
emotionally or
intellectually.

Now, of course, I'm
very interested in
_reading books for
- youngpeople.I'vejust
‘read Jan Mark’s The
Hillingdon  fox
which I thought was -
wonderful. And I like
Anne Fine’s books
- because they are.
- funny; she's so clever
at humour. Penelope
" Lively is another.
writer who writes for
adults and children. I
. always look forward
to an Alan’ Baillie §
_ novel, and I like J§
Gillian Rubinstein’s
books: she is writing
in a way that I respond to emotionally. I wouId just love to
have had her books to read when I was twelve N

 Ialways look out for a riew Ann Tyler or MurzeI Spark Ido

still read a lot of ﬁctzon

The craftof wr1t1ng isa skill that needs to be developed
and learnt by the writer rather than one that can be
taught by. someone else.

1 have mixed feelings about these things called creative
writing workshops. There is no formula that you can tell a
young person, there is no formula to create a story, and just
- as well there isn’t or we’d all be bored with it zmmedzately

and stop wntlng Butl try to say to them that readzng isa

‘

helpful preparation for becom1ng a good wrtter and I reaIIyt’ _
" do believe that.

* All the writers that I know and admtre are great readers

themselves. They can speak very articulately and

enthusiastically about other writers, and they are good

analysers of other writers’ crafts. That is the way that I try
to tell young people to study the craft of writing: look at what
makes the story work for them, and work out what the writer

is frying to do and try to re-create it. It's not a matter of

copying the writer, it's a matter of learning the particular
skills that are involved, the tricks, the ways of creating an

qﬁ‘ect

" Australian children have access to an N

extraordinary range of literature,
Australian and other. And thanks to the
people who put them in touch with it,
their parents, teachersand librarians, they
do read -it. They also watch a lot of
television but Caroline does not see an
immeasurable gulf between the two
forms of entertarnment

-goes through the processes that tap into the
magic of fiction.

- stories in their lives, and always will. Wealso
“haveto recognise that there’sas widea variety
of tastes among any group of 12-year-olds,
$4Y, AS AMONG ANY group of 40-year-olds.I'm

~ riot going to fly into a panic and stop writing

. read a novel. Some will do both..

Novels: :

Elephant Rock (Hodder & Stoughton)
Visitors (Puffin) v

The yellow. boarding house (OUP)

The lake at the end of the world (Pengum)
: Speakmg to Miranda (Viking)

‘The eye w1tness (Hodder & Stoughton)

Short storles
HOStllltleS (Ommbus)

Picture book: ‘ e
Joseph's boat-(Penguin)
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Tdon't think there’s any kind of competitive -

. situation here. Forastart, aTVplayorsenes :
or-a novel or a picture book story all spring -~ .
from the same source. Somebody firstofall .
comes up with an idea, invents characters, -
thinks through a story line; in other words, .

I believe human beings have always needed

if a child would rather watch E Street than .

N Kathy BeIhng isa Sydney bookseller.

"My daughter likes-books, but I can't get her to read
“anything except Babysitters Club stories. Can you

suggest anything else?’

- "My son’s bookshelves are about to collapse under the

weight of Fighting Fantasy and Choose Your Own
Adventure books. Now he’s interested in Stephen
King. Isn’t there anythmg in between'?’ .

As a children’s bookseller, one hears these pleas from
parents nearly every day and happily the answer can

. alwaysbearesoundlng “Yes!” Why are weso confident?

Because time and again these parents return with tales

“of howmuch their children haveenjoyed the alternative -

books suggested, often being ericouraged to read-them

Best sellers

Noonecan deny the popularity of series suchz as Sweet
.Valley High (Bantam), The Babysitters Club (Ashton
Scholastic), Fighting Fantasy (Puffin) and Choose Your

Own Adventure (Bantam). In the United States a
recently compiled list of bestselling children’s books
consisted almostentirely of Babysitters Club and Ninja
Turtle stories — only a few classics such as Charlotte’s
Weband Where the Wild Things Are rubbed shoulders
with these mass market tities. The resurgence of Enid

Blyton’s work, Mllly—Molly—Mandy and Anne of -

Green Gables reminds us that children’s series arenot -
~. know they will like them? We have found, above all,

. that.a book is popular for the above reasons if it has

new, but the never ending numbers of the newer
collections can make one feel overwhelmed.

‘Why then are they so popular? Childrenlove to follow

a seties and seem to enjoy the predictability of plot,
setting, narrative style and character found in these
books. Does it make them feel safe? During the last

decade, themes of family breakdown, drugs,

environmental destructionand a host of other problems

havebeenalltoo presentin children’sbooks. Television

has repeated this process, often in graphic and

frightening detail. One can hardly wonder then at the

popularity of books which offer ari escapeintoa highly

- predictable world — a world which primarily seeks to

entertain. Parents will buy them for their children

because ‘at least they’re reading’, and this may indeed .
" beparticularly important for the more reluctantreaders.

We’tel_l ourselves that all of these factors are valid. Yet
. why does there remain a part of us that is appalled at

such statistics as those of the 1991 children’s bestseller
list in the United States? Why are we afraid for
Australian children who may be following the same

path? :

**What's new what’s hot a bookseller S p01nt of V1ew

‘Perhaps Katherine Paterson has expressed the answer

for us: “. .. don’t we want far more for [our children] -
than the ability to decode? Don’t we want for them the-

- life and growth and refreshment that only the full

richness of our language can give? . . . we fail our .
children if'all we give them are the platltudes, the

cliches, the slogans of our society, which we throw out

whole to keep them from hav1ng to think or feel

- deeply’1

Antidote for boredom and dlsenchantment
Of course we want our children to be entertamed but -

we crave other books for them as well: books that will
leave them in some way changed, books with characters

‘they will come to care deeply about and who will
. remain friends or foes for life, books ‘which arouse

empathy with others who may or may not be the same
as themselves. Not because they ‘ought to’ or because
‘it will be good for them,” for ‘if we prescribe books as

‘medicine, our children-have a perfect right to refuse
‘the nasty—tastmg spoon.’> But because we want them

to catch a ‘sense of wonder so indestructible that it
[will] last throughout life, as an unfailing .antidote
against theboredomand disenchantmentof lateryears,

. the sterile occupation with things that are artificial, the

alrenatlon from the sources of our strength 3.

Frne you say, I agree, but what are these ‘other books’
that the average reader can enjoy and how do you

some combination of the following: a good plot, a style
which involves the reader, strong characters humour
and honesty :

. That great storyteller Charles Drckens said of his
- readers, ’, . . you must make them laugh, make them

weep, but above all, make them wait.”* Children; like
adults,loveabook thatconstantly makes themwonder,
‘But ‘what will happen next?” The Indian in the
Cupboard and its two sequels by Lynne Reid Banks
(Lions) is such a story, with a boy’s plastic indian

coming alive as a tiny person after being placed ina -

cupboard overnight. Ithas been used with great success
by teachers reading aloud to their primary classes.
Cynthia Voigt’s The Vandemark Mummy (Lions)and

- Simon French’s mystery Change the Locks (Ashton

Scholastic), are 51m11arly ideal for older readers. The -
latter once again showsFrench's ability to portray
sensitiveboy characters and family relationships with.
an appealing honesty. For a wonderful fantasy setin
Ireland in which two children are sent on a quest as
part of a battle against evil, Pat O’Shea’s The Hounds
of the Morrigan (Puffin) is perfect. Brain Caswell’s A
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Dream of Stars (University of Queensland Press) isan
interesting collection of short stories sure to appeal to

teenage readers, as will Eleanor Nilsson’s haunting
" mystery The House Guest (Viking) and David -

McRobbie’s Mandragora (Mammoth). Younger
. primary readers have enjoyed the beautlfully written
and illustrated books, The Moon’s Revenge by Joan
Aiken and Alan Lee (Red Fox) and The
Mousehole Cat by Nicola Bayley (Walker)
which are wonderful for readlng aloud.

. These exc1t1ng stories are not ‘told down’ to
~ readers, but in a style which involves them
deeply. A good plot s essential to this, but the
- characters are also responsible for it. ‘It may
be possible in novel writing to present
~ characterssuccessfully without tellingastory;’
butitis not possible to tell a story successfully
_without presenting characters.’s. Who will
ever forget Winnie-the-Pooh, Toad from Wind in the
Willows or Oliver from Oliver Twist? These are the
characters that have made thelr stories popular over

- decades.

Today s class1cs

Today’s writers provide their own: unforgettable .

_characters. Michelle Magorian’s story, Goodnight
Mister Tom (Puffin), with its moving portrayal of an
old man’s care for a depr1ved boy during World War
11, has deeply impressed many older readers. Katherine
Patterson’snewestnovel, Lyddie(Gollancz), onceagain

reflects her gift for bringing to life people we come to

care passionately about. Lyddie isa young millworker
in'nineteenth century America and onedoes not forget
her ]ustbecause the book ends.Cynthia Voigt
promises to remain highly popular with her
final Tillermanstory, Seventeen Against the
Dealer (Lions) and her latest novel, David
andJonathon (Harper Collins),asdoes Tessa
Duder for her stories about a champion girl
swimmer. Alex and Alex in Winter:hold
similar appeal for primary readers:. Books
like these prove yet again that ‘the fake
characters we read about will evaporate like
~ the morning dew, but the real ones, the true

- ones, will haunt us for the rest of our days 6

. Ilike funny ones
Humour isa universal elementin the popularity stakes

So many children, when asked, “what sort of booksdo ..

_you like?” will answer, 1 liké funny ones.’ The success
. of Paul ]enmngs Roald Dahl, Duncan Ball, Max Dann
and Robin Klein reflects tlus o

Paul Jennings, for example, deli-berately uses humour
-and good plots to entertain: ‘Most importantly, I want

fun...Secondly, I want.[theml tohavea good time...it's
my contribution to-their happiness.7- His latest
collection of short stories,. Unmentionable (Puffin),

‘continues this tradition. He, however, sees hisbooksas -
a begmmng rather than an end, ‘so that [chlldren] can .
‘move on to somethmg else.’®: S

Duncan Ball’s books, including his trilogy
- about Selby, the talking dog, (Angus and

With Stanley in Space (Mammoth), Jeff

Stanley, the boy who was squashed flat and
carried around in an envelope by his parents.
" Morris Gleitzman'’s books, Misery Guts and
its sequel Worry Warts (Piper Australia), are

the print a good size.
Amongst very young children, Martin' Waddell’s

delightful and beautifully produced books combine
soft humour with warmth and love. Can’t You Sleep

Little Bear?, The Park in the Dark and Farmer Duck -

(Walker Books) are just some examples of his work.
Bob Graham’s Rose Meets Mr Wintergarden (V1k1ng)
and Libby Gleeson’s Where’s Mum? (Ashton

Scholastic) are sure to' prove popular for the same

reasons. Again, Feinberg and Gamble’s The
Magnificent Nose and Other Marvels (Little Ark
Books) is a wonderful collection of five stories for
younger readers, aptly 1llustrated and humorously
told. '

Tellmg the truth

ingredient capable of making a book popular
§ and memorable. According to Gillian

Il because this makes them feel strong.® Her

- to Space Demons, are certainly widely read.

(Omnibus) by Kate Walker, dealing with a

: boy’ s struggle to. establish his sexual identity and

irivolving the issue of homosexuality. For a tale of
human frailty and tragedy withinrelationships, David

‘Metzenthen’s Lee Spain (Ashton Scholastic) is similarly

frank and is sure to be of interest to older readers. A

stunning picture book which deals with the
" confrontation of human fear s The Wolf (V1k1ng)

Margaret Babalet’s téxt and Jane Tanner’sillustrations

- are unforgettable in their portrayal of human terror.
This book is well worth experiencing qu1etly onone’s
. own before sharmg w1th chlldren

[children] to come to like books, to thi_'nk thatbooksare
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“mostly read kids’ books now’ as they catch

» exc1tedasthelrownchﬂdrenatthedlscoverles
' they are making. . R

" Robertson), remain very popular, especially
as the latter can also. be read as short stories.

Brown continues his funny series about-

proving popular with older readers, helped .
by the fact that the storiesare enottoo long and“

'Finally, honesty seems to be another -

Rubinstein, children want tobe told the truth -~
bookssuchas Skymaze (Omnibus), thesequel

A recent work popular with teenagers that - '
reflects an admirable honesty is Peter -

19

It becomes clear that the range of children’s
books available is ‘enormous and that the
quality of many is outstanding. Parents will
frequently comment-that they themselves

up on years of ‘missing out’. They are often as

Across currlculum '
How then do we encourage children to read

book such as these? Making them physically available
. intheclassroom, library and home is an obvious place

to start and one which requires financial commitment.

- Using such books across the curriculum also has very
_ exciting potential. Rainstones by Jackie French (Angus

and Robertson), for example is an excellent collection

of short stories for primary readers which evoke -

Australia’s physical environment beautifully.

Number the Stars by Lois Lowry (Lions), Let the

‘Celebrations Begin by Margaret Wild and Julie Vivas

(Omnibus), Park’s Quest by Katherine Paterson

(Puffin), My Hiroshima by Junko Morimoto (Angus -

and Robertson), Little Brother by Allan Baillie
(Maminoth), So Far From the Bamboo Grove by Y.K.
Watkins (Puffin) and The Little Riders by Margaret

‘Shemin (Walker)arejusta few of the poignantaccounts

of war available in ’children’s’ literature. :

Wonderful insights into social. history can be found in .

HelenForrester'sbooks about herownlifein Liverpool,

England during the Depression and the following -
years. Similarly, Robin Klein’s All in the Blue

Unclouded Weather (V1k1ng) brings to life a family of
Australian girls ; growmg up in the 19405

" The Chma Coin by Allan Ba1111e (V1k1ng) is h1gh1y
effect1ve1n111ummat1ngtheeventsoleanamenSquare :

in China. Margaret Early’s superb version of William

Tell (WalterMcVitty) recounts thistalein glowing colour.

Sally Morgan'’s books for children, based on her novel v
My Place (Freemantle Arts Centre Press) and Diana

Kidd’s The Fat and Juicy Place (Angusand Robertson)
would be invaluable for Aborlgmal Studies.

Encouragement by example
The list goes on and the possibilities are endless. But

thereremainsone way of encouraging children to read
~ that is the most winning of all. And that is to read
_ ourselves. For ‘“we cannot give them what we do not
have. We cannot share what we do not care for deeply -
ourselves.”% . Rereading on our own, reading aloud
withchildrenofallages,and talking or writing together

about books is never wasted time. A book shared with
enthusiasm is given twice the ability to please. The

.+ power of words increases when experienced together: - a decision has been ma de .
- comedy is funnier, sadness deeper, wonder and joy - \ SR . )

| the services associated with- the Curriculum

“more uplifting. A story has the ability to

bind us together in a profound way. And if

we are enjoying books like this, then we will

truly be able to say, ‘Read it because it’s one
of thebeststoriesyou'lleverread. Readitbecause
it’s one of the best stories [ ever read .. S

Happy read1ng' o

1. Paterson KatherineGates of excellence Dutton, -
- 1988.p 17 ' v
2 Paterson Katherine Op- cit. p.17
Carson Rachel The sense of wonder. Harper & Row, 1969
pp4243 .

4 from Paterson, Katherme Gates of excellence Dutton 7

1988 p 51
5. Collins, Wilkie from The booklover’ s birthday book.
Metropolitan Museum of Art, 1984

/6 Paterson Katherine Op cit p 59

7 Jennings, Paul No kidding. Pan Macmxllan 1991 p 121
]enmngs, Paul Op cit. p 123
9. Rubinstein, Gillian in No klddmg Opcit) p 237
10. paterson, Katherine-Op cit p 17
“ Paterson, Katherme Op cit. p 17

e ] D
Stop press' -
CIN and its subsets

SCIS users will by now have received a letter from
the Curriculum Corporation informing them that

Information Network and its subsets will cease
from 30th June 1992. The only subscriptions which
this will directly affect in-1992 are ACIN and
NSCEU both of which were to produce an update
after June. The Corporatlon will negotiate |.
appropriate action in relation to these. There will -

be no subscriptions to CIN subsets in 1993.

Schools will still have online access to the CIN
subsets but State input agencies are unlikely to -
add any further data to the subsets so schools need
to be aware that the 1nformat10n w111 become
. 1ncreasmgly out of date

New South Wales will contlnue to add review
‘information to SCIS to support curriculum
implementation. Thesereviews willall be available -
online and a number will be avallable through
Scan. ' »

New South Wales will also continue to add
_ curriculum documents, with abstracts, to the
database although these will no longer be in the
NCIN subset. The SCIS Catalogue and Review
Team is exploring with the Corporation the best -
way of making this information accessible to
.schoolsand SCIS users will be 1nformed assoonas
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‘TEACHING LEARNING GD_

‘® Archaeolog1ca1 d1g

a cooperatlve approach to 1nformat10n sk1lls

: Pam Wells is Human Resource Development Officer- at the Clarence River Educatlon Resource Centre, Grafton In
. February she attended the annual conference on cooperative learning across the curriculum. This conference, held in San

" Francisco, was conducted by the Development Studies Centre and the National Association of Elementary School
Pr1nc1pals ’I'he Australuzn link came via the Australzan Assoczatzon for Cooperatwe Educatwn

Follow_mg is Pam’s account of a workshop she attended: Archaeologzcal dzg.

it seemed to promise an unusual approach to information
skills: archaeology for prlmary students. My memory of the
workshop after a month is one of delight — delight at how
creative and yet simple ideas can spanand connect theory and
g practice, teacher and students, 11brary and classroom.

, The focus for the presenters, Anita Bhat and Linda Oman, was
co-operative learning in an integrated unit. They have never
read Brian Cambourne or theNSW Information skillsdocumient.
During the workshop, I became aware of the presence of the
threeareas: cooperation; conditions of learning; and information
skills. The value of their synthesis became cleartome..:I hope
they will for you. : s

gl of USA. Their attention is given to teaching strategies, rather
than student-centred outcomes. Though I have adapted some

* "Australian. colleagues is the device designed to motivate

students and give a high priority to information skills, ie. -
.. Archaeology through the mail- a cooperatlve mterschool .

exchange

Imagine the class receiving a box, origln unstated, wrapping
-intriguing. Layer by layer a gradual picture of an unknown

“place and culture begins to emerge. Cluesallow the studentsto -

use research methods to define the area more clearly. Artifacts
made by artisans in another place help the class to visualise a

place far away. Finally the ideas, assumptions, inferences and -
- facts are gathered together to enable an informed guess. Then

the sealed envelopes are opened to reveal the exact location of
the ‘dig’ and the -natUre of the inhabitants of the culture.

) Imagine the class producmg a box which was to be’sent to

~another school. Think of the essential elementsin a task suchas

this- the setting of priorities, the allocation of tasks, the reading,
the writing, the visual arts, the conferencmg, the modellmg, the
‘ dlscussmns ' :

Imaginative? Exciting"’ Motivating?
Skills development? Social sk11157 Ind1v1dua1 commitment toa
task? ' .

. ‘YeS. S i E Y.
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I chose the workshop from the conference prospectus because

"The notionof 1ntegrated units of workis s sill newinmany areas -

‘ of the features to suit our situations, what I want to share with

, Goals

» How do my personal. cultural patterns compare to those in other areas
of the world?

* What are social, economlc, p011t1ca1 and environmental features of my
‘community? - -

. What factors shape culture"

Skllls ,

* Higher level thmkmg skills

* Creative thinking .

* Brainstorming

¢ Information
s . . .. processing

- . gathering

organising
* Expository writing : :
‘o Cooperative work in small and large groups

“Process

Part 1: What clues can we use to enable us to make declslons about a

-culture?

e The class is d1v1ded into small groups (two, three or four)
*The teacher hands out a set of photographs/ plctures giving an
equal number to each group. Each item is identified by a number.

- » On paper, the group records any comments they have about the places

shown in each item.
* At the teacher's direction, the items are passed from group to group

. Students then analyse their comments, trying to pinpoint the spec1f1cs :

~within each photo which had been the indicators.
* As.a whole class the students decide on the major aspects that .
- contribute to the uniqueness of particular cultures

Part 2: The students will begm wrth the 1nd1v1dua1 representmg what

- makes them unique.
*The students make a mind map with their name in the middle. The
teacher can use their own life or the life of a well-known 1dent1ty to

+ make a sample map on'a chart.
e After completing the map, the students select six aspects of their
personal culture and each makesa ‘cultural pocket’. Each sheet placed
~ in the pocket is illustrated in some formon the front and has a written
" piece on the reverseside. - :
‘o'The pocket is created from materials’ that represent the essence of the

student’s world, eg. favourite things, family, quiet thoughts sports/ '

hobbies, goals/ambltlons school.
* Aninformation sharmg structure such as ‘Think- Pazr Square in which
hstemng is the focus is used to glve students feedback. :

Part3: The students are mtroduced toa culturaI systems model that willbe . ’

used for a framework for the activities.

* Referring. back to the initial photo lesson, and the personal aspects
pockets, the class creates a mind map for ‘culture’.

‘' In pairs the students work on a definition for culture.

» In groups of four, the students fit the information from the mind map,
-and the data bank from Part 1, into the four areas of the matrix.

» In a Gallery Tour, the class reads the resultmg sheets (perhaps displayed
on the wall).

" The teacher models the creatlon of the arhfacts the clue cards and the sealed

envelope :
. Scan Vol 11 no 2 May 1992
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_ Think Pair Square
. orl-2-4
" Each student thinks
about the task given by
- the teacher or class.
Notes may be made to.
aid brainstorming.

In a pair, the students
take it in turn to tell
their ideas,
uninterrupted.

When both have had a
turn at speaking, they
have a short time for

. clarification, making

sure they have the
- essence of their
partner’s points.

Ina square, or four, the
student then shares the
ideas of the partner to

the small group,

- unaided by notes.
Students are
encouraged not to
interrupt or ask

~until all have had a

turn. If the purpose of

the exercise was the
sharing of facts, then

. the group could collect
. "and record all ideas.

~

" questions, but to listen
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Round Robin
For this particular :

lesson, the four aspect -

titles are printed on the
top of separate pages:
Each member of the

| group begins with one

. pageand for a few

minutes, writes ideas/
points/opinions. -
At theteacher’s

~ direction, the pages are

rotated around the
group, each member

adding more from their '

own point of view.
The group’s page
information is then
recorded on a class
chart.
“There are several
variations of this

- structure, allowing for
. different techniques of
gathering information,

and for shar1ng of the
information collected.

J

Arttfacts '

These are paper models made and decorated by the students. For instance _

if we were using the area around the North Coast town of Maclean, we

may need sugar cane as.an economic element. The students could finda -
. picture of the exact structure of a cane stalk and reproduce itin light card '
' colour1ng it with textas : :

Clue card

The idea of this piece is to encourage the students to research unt11 they -
find something about their area in this topic which is precise. Again using
the Maclean example, the card could read:'95% of this product isproduced

in Queensland The other 5% is produced in our reg10n

Sealed envelope

. The students gather a pot-pourr1 of information and present itinaone

page summary. They can include facts which they found interesting, or

anecdotal information. This sheet should include a b1bl1ography, so that .
‘the information gathered is proven to be ‘true’, and the receiving school

can verify or extend their newly found knowledge

" Part 4: The students create an exchange box, usmg the system’s matrlx

-Use a Round Robin structure. Each group of four has four papers
. entitled social, economic, polltlcal environmental. These are
- colour coded so that the four areas are henceforth recognised by

their given colour- thisis of importance when the pockets are made -

- and need to be gathered together. Individual students are given
. twominuteson each page, tobrainstorm using theirown area. Each

student takes the last page on which they were workmg totheclass .

charts’and records all ideas.

e With teacher d1scretlon the class can then narrow down the l1st (or
expand it) so that each of the four areas has the number of items that
corresponds to the number of groupsin the class. (For a longer time
frame, multiples of the number of groups would be acceptable.)

- Theitemsaredistributed randomly to the groups. New groupscould
be formed at this stage if the teacher so chooses.

*The task of each group is to create a clue pocket that illustrates the

four items they have been ass1gned They share ideas for clues on:

each.
» The task then becomes individual. Each student takes one of the four
~ items for which they are responsible. The pocket should include
two artifacts, one clue card and a sealed envelope wh1ch contains
factual information.”.
“® When individual clue packets are complete, they arebrought back to
the group for evaluation. Rev151ons are made if necessary

Part 5 ' :

*Each of the groups is asked to contr1bute one p1cture (magazine or
photograph) that gives clues about the identity of their area. These

_ should be fairly generlc containing features that might generate

inferences without giving away the exact location.

*The box that will be sent to the receiving school will contain:
- an inference picture from each group of four students
- an individual culture pocket from each student

- colour coded clue pockets for the area:
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. Instructlons for the recelvmg school , : ‘
1. .Teacher should open the box privately and remove the envelope marked
_ ‘Plctures for making inferences’. This should be used for the act1v1ty inlesson

one..

3. Teacher should distribute the envrronmental ‘clue pockets. Each co-

. operative group should receive one clue pocket. Students will make

observations based on the information contained in the pocket. The recorder
in the group should list all the comments on a large plece of butcher paper.

4. The pattern should be repeated for each of the economlc, polltlcal and
_ social clue pockets Time for 11brary research w1ll have to be allowed for

5. Us1ng all the inferences on their butcher’s paper, the groups try to guess
the state/region where the mystery box originated. Onceall the groups have
reached a consensus, the sealed envelopes canbe opened and the 1nformat1on

. therern shared with the class, at the teacher 's d1scret1on

6. Teacher should now hand out the individual culture pockets Groups .

should discuss the similarity and d1fferences in geography and 11festyle of the

" two places. .

FollOw-up activitycould include pen-pal Aallocation_andletter writing sessions. . |

Lmks to- Cambourne s condltlons of leammg

‘Immersion
" ‘Thestudentshavea complete focusfor their period of study. The p1ctor1al and

factual materials with which they are working remain for ready reference.

' _They will need to collect a variety. of non-fiction (perhaps even fiction)
~ resources: whatever they can use to give precise 1nformatlon on their clue.

s

cards and in the sealed envelopes.

Demonstratlon

- Dependingon the class’ ‘s previous exper1ence th1sact1v1tyallows theteacher
to demonstrate several skills. Teacher and students will work together -
“through the personal mind maps, and the culture matrix.

Expectatlon

Because thereis a specific audiencein mind, the students become m1ndful of
- the quality of their production. They expect to find information which will be
: appropr1ate tothetask. Teachersand teacher-librarianscanassistby providing
* a generic b1b11ography and readlng mater1al at approprlate levels.

: --Respons1b111ty o - S
" Theindividual, pairand small groupworkensuresthateachstudentbecomes '
-an active learner. The individual accountability. from assigned tasks is
- strengthened by the ownership the students feel it is their ideas wh1ch are

_ bemg developed.

v Approx1mat10n

The non-verbal artifacts allow a broad range of expertise. The clue cards are
designed so that the information is concise, but exact. The sealed envelopes

~allow the student to give the best information they can, in a form which

represents an extension of. the1r previous efforts.
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. 2. Before handmg out the clue pockets the teacher should instruct- the B
: students NOT to open the sealed envelopes. . -
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' Gallery Tour

~ When a class recordmg

is complete and the.
groups have all
contributed, the gallery
tour allows time for -
everyone to survey the
" results.

The good manners of an

art gallery are observed:

movement; and
reflection time.’

. A whole class.
discussion can follow,
or perhaps the small
groups can re-form for

- comments to be shared. .

" quiet.inner voices; slow
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_ .ﬁdito_rs note: \

Pam - _has

generously -

agreed to be
available . for
clarification- of
" any sections of
“thisarticle,and to
be a 'meeting
point' for
teachers -who

wanttoarrangea | -
school with "

“which to 'have a

e )

Practice and engagemer;t

This project provides many opportun1t1es for the. read1ng and wr1t1ng of- non-f1ctlon

" resources. The students will be working from thé known to the unknown. In giving a ;
" focus and prestige to their own area, the students contmually alternate between the real
‘world and the texts. ' - :

Response - » :
Feedbackis givenina vanety of forms. The pairscan share and check the small groups

 evaluate the work and praise the effort; the teacher’s involvement with the student--
initiated efforts gives worth to their endeavours “in addition to support1ve,

encouragement

Links to information skills -

"~ Identifying and locating’ 1nformatlon sources - ' _
This unit presents a wide range of resources for the students’ use. An agreed upon basic

‘ b1bllography could beextended by theuseof travel brochures, government department
e publ1catlons, local historical soc1ety records and newspaper files.

~ Acquiring information

v.‘

- Notetaking will form an 1mportant part of the students workload: From a range of
information, they will need to keep arecord of the precise facts, and where they were
found for later reference, if those facts are ﬁnally chosen for 1nc1us1on in the pockets

Orgamsmg Informatlon ' :
Working with the information, honing it to a one sentence clue, forces the student to
analyse and prioritise. The decoratlon of the pockets allows the ideas tobe synthes1sed

Commumcatlng Informatlon

- Theunderlying theme is archaeology - commumcatmg 1deas through space and time.
~The period spent on this project will entail several presentatlon sessions: written,

~ spoken 1nformally and formally

Lmks to co-operatlve educat1on strategles

- For me, the basic difference between group work and cooperative leammg lies in the

feedback to the teacher. Thatis, if a structure or strategy has worked for the group, then

the teacher canbe assured that each student in the group has participated in the various _

activities- skills development. For example if a Think-Pair-5Square has been completed,

then the teacher knows that each child prepared a statement to share, spoke the ideas

clearly, listened to the ideas of another, negotiated the main points with the partner,and -
then was able to report on that summiary toanother pair. Assessmentisan inbuilt factor,-
. as are the principles of individual accountab111ty, pos1t1ve interdependence and

: s1multaneous 1nteractlon

" The 1dea came from the USA perhaps Austral1a can help to- make it'a global
experience.% .

' This is particularly evident in the use of structures for the Archaeologlcal Dig

The links between the practlcal activity and the three theory domalns of condltlons of .
learning, acqulsltlon of information SklllS and cooperatlve learning are clear.

 The advantages to the outcomes for students canbe 1magmed A teacher and teacher-
librarian team working together could create a positive learning environment that» :
would challenge and re-focus their ideas on integrated activities.
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~ Without assessment teachers would not be guided

_resultasan inherent. quality of the student, beyond the

- Were the activities interesting enough for the students

: Parents are entitled to know how well their children e
_ are doing. Parents have a vested interest in their. ' .
 children, whether itis to see that their children are educated well enoughto support themin later l1fe or whether .
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GDAssessment of student achlevement It sa jigsaw puzzle!

', Need to know

* Assessmentisan 1mportant component intheeducation
_ process. There are‘several purposes for assessmg A

few are outl1ned here.
Teachers need to know what they should be teach1ng
towards those areasin which students need to develop -

Teachers need to know whether they are domg a‘ good -
job. Assessment of student achievement can be used
by teachers to determine whether they have achieved
what they set out to do. By reflecting on the results of -
students in a course of work, (without dismissing the

‘control of the teacher) a teacher can decide to what
extent the delivery and content of the program of work -
has met the needs of the students. Teachers may ask
themselves, ‘Were the goals too high for the students?

Bruce Inwood is Curnculum Adviser
in Assessment.and Reportmg
.in Curriculum Direcforate. o
' He has taught in a number of metropolztan '
: pnmary schools. '

“notto fall asleep? Did the program actively 1nvolve the
students in learning?” - : .

the child will be capable of leaving home and supporting him or herself without needing financial assistance.

.~ Whatever the reason, parents are 1nterested in what their children are do1ng at school and how. well they are
-doing it. . - . :

Studentsare ent1tled to know how others perce1ve them Asthe rec1p1ents of educatlon students needs to be kept . .
" informed as to their progress and the directions or emphases which they should be putting on certain areas of

the curriculum, Assessment informs study patterns. Justasa student should be informed of the program of work
they are to undergo, and the outcomes they are expected to reach, they should be told of their assessments, not

. only after the course is finished but during the course. There could be considerable debate here thatifa student

is told they are doing very well ina particular course that they will not apply themselves as much for the duration
of the course. It is the responsibility of the teacher to encourage student application but this is not necessarily
achieved by w1thhold1ng assessments or threatenmg students with failure s1mply to ensure that they will keep

: up the standards

Soc1ety1n general has a right to know what the future decision makers will be like. Student assessment, when

aggregated to talk about entire cohorts, provides a picture of the capabilities of students in‘general. As with the
individual teacheror school when the results of students are looked at, the community can make decisions about. .

" education on the basis of assessments made and reported on whole cohorts. Decisions may involve whether or
not to support a govemment initiative to strengthen a partlcular part of the curriculum. '

More than op1n1on

_ Assessment isa phenomenon which has been with the human race since it began and people continue to engage

m assessments all the time. For example here is a brief excerpt from a conversatlon outside a cinema.

“What d1d you think of the mov1e7
~ ‘It was good.’ _
‘I thought it was terrible’

: The two peopleinvolved in thls conversatlon saw the same filmand yet they came up witha dlfferent assessment

of the film. They may not have had any formal training in film appreciation and for the purposes of the1r' '
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conversatlon they d1d not need any, yet they were ablev

to make assessments

The differences of opinion in the example above donot

'seemtobe of great consequence. Each of the participants
was entitled to an opinion and-each opinion may be
- equally valid. However, what if the example had been

situated outsidea staffroomand»between two teachers? _

’What d1d you think of Alison’s performance o
- assessment. Little hasbeen done toteach assessment to
the teaclung professlon

on the test?’
Ttwasgood.” -~
‘I thought it was terrible.’

- Under thesé circumstances, -alarm. bells would be
ringing. How can two teachers differ in oplmon overa
performance’
Surely the performance can -
only © lead to one
interpretation: '

Ideal conditions _
Education is often criticised
~ for not being as professional
in its ability to assess as, say,
. medicine orlaw. Inmedicine, -
a doctor’s diagnosis and
prognosis must be accurate.
The patient’s life is at risk if
~ accuracy cannotbeachieved. -

_ Inlaw, ]udgements are made by;j ]urles orjudges and a
person’s future is dependent on those judgements. As
asociety we expect that the assessments of doctors and
]udges are accurate.

_ .The thing that- sets education apart from law and
.. medicineis thatinlaw anid medicine theideal conditions
_are known. The ideal condition of a human body is

known and has been recorded in numerous texts. The

heart rate should be this. Blood pressure should be

this. Cholesterol levels and- weight should be within _

these boundariés. Appropriate scales have been
developed and are used by the professlon

In law, the 1deal is also known. Leglslatlon tells us
whatis correct and incorrect behaviour in our society.
Stealing is an offence. Trespassing is an offence. The
laws of our nation have been recorded and our

- lawkeepers refer to these parameters when assessmg '

an 1nd1v1d ual’s behav1our

In educatlon'however the ideal is not known. There

are many theories which espouse what is believed to

" be the ideal but these are not consistent and they are
not produced as a single record. Nor is the application
of treatment as one could argue happens in the other .

© two professmns

. There isa bel1ef in soc1ety thatit s the responslblllty of :

the teaching profession to be accurate and precise in

whatit says aboutstudent performance. If we consider -

the responsibilities of teachers to their students then
the claim that a teacher must be an accurate assessor is
well founded. Teachers are expected to assess student
achievement with-validity, rehablhty and accuracy.
After all, much of a young person’s future depends on
how they are assessed in school. And yet, in general,
teachers have had little formal training in the art of

‘An argument could g0 that if people can assess in

social situations then surely they can assess in an
educational setting. There is a simple flaw in this
' argument. The assessments
weuseinour daily social lives

within any group,

will vary, (and will be
expected to vary)

"a product. It involves

that evidence and using the

analysis to form an opinion. . -
- The assessments a teacher makes are expected to be a

true picture of a student’s achievements. Given the

complexity of the task, one could suggestaslamdoing .

here, that the picture of student achievement whicha -

teacher hopes to prepare is in fact a jigsaw puzzle.
~How then'should a teacher assess? -

'Before, during and after

Assessment should be an ongoing process. For a long

time assessment was considered as that thing teachers
did attheend ofa programof work to see whether their.
students had learnt what they should have and

consequently to see how.well the program of work had

'been taught.

Itis recognised now that there is considerable benefit
in assessing student achievement and performance

before and during a program of work to determine the

entry level of students and to determine any changes

~ which might be necessary during the course of the .

program. Diagnostic assessment provides the teacher

with the entry level of students. By knowing the end
- point 1nacourseofstudy(whlchofcourse1sdeterrmned ,

through-an assessment of what it is people should
know) and knowmg the entry point, teachers are able

_to develop appropriate programs of work; which will ‘
takeinto considerationnotonly the content knowledge
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are extremely subjective and

assessmentson the same topic

In ,educat.lon as elsewhere, -
assessment isbothanactand -

.collectingevidence, analysing

S S

07

‘students ourselves, in post-

- -and how the course is going to be

 its 'afterthought' status is that,

skills and understandlngs which are to be learnt but

- also the degree of understanding and skill wh1ch the

student should be developing.

" Formative assessment is carried out dur1ng the course
of a program of work and helps the teacher plot the
' most appropriate course for the student to take. The
- course may go back to the beginning to start again or

it may change tack to take into consideration those.
. . elements of the student which have emerged during
~ " the course of the program and which will help tell the

teacher which way a particular student learns best.

.Summatlve assessment at the end of a program of

work will tell the teacher whether or not a student has

achieved. the goals which were set. Summative
‘assessment can also act as a spnngboard to. show the
" teacher where to take the student next.

Given that assessment is such an 1mportant issue 1t

remains a puzzle as to why in
syllabus documents and in
teachers’ programs, assessment
is so often relegated to a page at -
the end of the document.. As

graduate courses, one of the first
things we look for in a course.
outline are the assessment tasks

assessed. Perhaps the reason for

even though it is a vital
component in the education
process, itisan area which causes
moreheadachesand isthe hardest :
of the processes in educatlon to come to gr1ps with.

Seemg the whole plcture
The notion of continuous assessmentis notasdaunting

‘s it first appears. Teachers are assessing students

every time they observe a particular behaviour or

‘response from a student. These assessments are often
- stored in the teacher's mind. The real question is how
often a teacher should formalise these assessments by

recording them in some way. The answer is: as often as

" necessary to ensure that a full picture of a student’ s

achlevements is establlshed

- ,Assessing througha single task ora battery of tasks at

the end of a program of work is like trying to do a

- jigsaw puzzle in one go. It's best to do a bit at a time. -

Piece together the edges, then the sky then the rose

bush or whateverbefore trying to put the whole picture
together. If the puzzleis in a thousand piecesdon’t try

to do it in single setting. Your judgement will become

-cloudy as the pieces start to look the same, just as

report cards tend to do in that week before they are
due.

v‘Assessments should match the frame of reference
.around which the program of work hasbeen designed.

If a teacher has used one method of instruction during
a course of work then the assessment tasks which are
used to assess student ach1evement should reﬂect that
method of 1nstructlon '

A teacher needs to be creative when dec1d1ng how to
‘collectevidence abouta student’s performance. Thisis

essential if teachers are to perform an honest, valid,

- accurate assessment. In being creative theteacherturns
the assessment process into a problem solving task.

Being creative'involves understanding whatitis thatis
" being taught in the program of work, the purpose of
the program of work and the intended outcome of the =

program of work. The assessment task or tasks should

reflect each element of the program of work from the

framé of reference adopted in setting the program to

the strategles adopted to teach the program of work.-

For example, it would not be
suitable to assess a student’s
attitudes to reading by counting
the number of library books
borrowed in a term. This does
not tell you whether the books
are being read, what sorts of
books are being borrowed,
~whether the student is satisfied
with what is being read and a
* - host of other elements which go
together to make upa an att1tude
to reading.

_Each assessment’ strategy'
: - employed is like a single piece
of the)1gsaw puzzle wh1ch when put together, reveals

-the full picture.

Appropnate strategles
Selecting appropriate assessment strategies does not
meanpickingoneor twoatrandom from the techniques

listed in the final section of a syllabus document ora "

program

The selectlon process involves:

» being aware of the context within which the‘
assessment is to-take place and be1ng able to
‘react to that context; ’

« being aware of the wide variety of ev1dence
gathering and analytical processes which canbe

' employed and being able to change those

- processes and methods as the need arises;

. bemgabletoredeslgnassessmentmethodologxes
to fit in with the inherent qualities of those
involved in the assessment process;

* being receptive to the issues involved in the
assessment process as they are seen by the other
participants. ’
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In cOnsidering the most appropriate assessment -
- strategies to match the course, the teacher is ensuring

that each piece of the jigsaw puzzle interlocks without
‘any of those annoying little gaps which tell you that
you’'ve got somethmg wrong.

It is useful to-employ a number of _

.assessment strategies whenlooking

~ at a.single element of a student’s
-achievements. The .student who
does not voice opinions in class
may very wellbeable to write those
opinions in an essay of extremely

. high quality. If you are assessing.
the knowledge of a student, do not

- confuse the process of transnuttmg that. knowledge

with the knowledge itself. Let the student have the

- opportunity to express that knowledge in a variety of

ways. The student who participates actively in‘
~ groupwork may not be able to achieve results when
- working alone. If you are assessing the processes make -

sure that is what you are looking at by observing the
process in a variety of contexts. Not just any blue piece
of the jigsaw puzzle will.go into the top left hand
- corner. It has to be the right blue piece, with the right
--shape the right way up and the rlght 11ttle w1sp ‘of
cloud S

" Both formal and informal assessments should be used

to develop a full picture. It isdangerous to rely on one .
or the other of these types of assessments. Formal "

-assessments by their nature occur less frequently and
as such may not pick up on an achievement which
- occured outside the time frameand the scope of the

_formal assessment. Informal assessments rely heavily -

. onwhat a teacher observes. It is impossible to observe
everything which is happening in an active classroom

“all the time. Some students demand more attention -

thanothersand so the teacher cannot guarantee thatall
achievements are being noticed. Formal assessments
provide an opportunity for all students to be assessed
_on the same task under the same conditions. Informal
assessments can be used to supplement formal

_assessments. In a jigsaw puzzle it is not wise to rely on
systematically analysing and categonsmg each piece

- by itsshape and the colours on the piece. Sometimesits

helpful to say, “That looks like a piece of the rose bush,” -

and set'it aside to confirm your intuition later.

The audience

. Assessment methods need to be appropr1ate to the
needs of the'audience for which they are being made. ,
Earlier, I talked about the purposes of assessmentand

mentioned a number of audiences; teachers, students
parents and the community. When preparing
- assessments the audience to whom the assessmentis to
be reported should be kept in mind. For studenits the
‘feedback might be virtually immediate with verbal
comments about the teachers observatrons and the

pOSSlble dlrectlons in which the teacher thinks the
student should be headmg

For paren‘ts the opportumtles may not. be as ample
. Quite often’teachers mistake the

lack of communication from
“parents ‘and the lack of

interest. Teachers need to be more
effective in the - area of
communicating with parents.
~Parents'do get confused by the

about thelr chlldren

' ’]ohnny has some trouble w1th his d1phthongs'

“ but otherwise seems to be doing alright.’

‘His d1pwhat51es ‘Really! Should we see a -

doctor?” -

. Parents have notbeen 1nvolved w1th the education

_system in a lot of cases since their own days at school.
They have memories of the sorts of reports they were

_sent home. Some may have memories of the tests that-

they did. Most will not be aware of the different types
of assessment which may be employed in a school, or
if they areaware find it far more comfortable to dismiss

the techniques as ‘new fangled ideas which may or ~~ . * -
may not work and why don’tkids learn what we d1d

anyhow?’ :

Teachers Have the'respon51b111ty of explammg the
assessment methods which they employ in the

classroom and the reporting format which they will

use. It is much easier to fall back on the grades which

parents received when they were in school, but the

focus of school has changed and parents should be
made aware of thls

The issue of reporting assessments is a complex one

and deserves to be addressed at another time. It is,
however, 1mportant to remember that: '
when the jigsaw puzzle is completed
- when the teacher has the full picture of a student’s
achievements,
you cannot take the prcture and hang 1t on the 3
wall. . : -
The teacher cannot smtply show that plcture to
others.
The puzzle will not stay there- in one p1ece It
will fall apart. :
Theassessmentswill not hold together bythemselves
A backing sheet of contact or glue is necessary

to hold all the pieces of the puzzle together so -

it can be put on display.
" Strategies need to be developed to ensure: that the
~ teacher’s assessments of a student are clearly
commumcated &
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understanding about what is - v
happening in theschoolasalackof -

jargon of teachers when talking
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'GD A clo'Ser-look at‘s'tuvd'e'n't Worlcsamples |

" Michele Bruniges is Austrahan Education Counc1l National Mathematics Proﬁles Coordinator. ‘The followmg article,

which is the first in a series on resource-based learning, isa practlcal vlew of some aspects of assessment, and is thus cIoser ‘

. linked with the precedmg article.

The sound of the bell at the beginning of each school day actsasa catalyst puttmg irito action the thought and _

- physical preparatlon agonised over durmg the n1ghts of programnung in the weeks before.

Mark the roll, collect the absentee notes, check the bookclub money and hand out the sw1mm1ng school , |
perm1ss1on notes. All th1s constltutes the f1rst hurdle of the day ' :

By recess, you have accumulated the handwr1t1ng of those students that you didn’t check durmg the lesson and
abasket full of all shaped and sized projects to assess. : -

‘These very. prolects the ones that are awkward to carry to the car in one trip, are one form of student work

products which provide a rich source of evidence regardmg student achievement. The time taken in identifying,

" the salient features in each project is well spent in constructing profiles of individual student progress and
_ achievement. This same principle of identifying the salient features of student work products canbe transferred
into any key learmng area, 1nclud1ng Mathemat1cs : :

Attheheartof the assessmentprocess lies the accumulation of arange of ev1dence collected by the use of a variety 4

* of techniques over a- period of time. ThlS evidence enables the classroom pr‘actmoner to make dec151ons some
- of which will include:

sidentifying strengths and weaknesses in individual achievement
. prov1d1ng the basis for future programming development

Some of the assessment optlon's ava11able 1nclude;

- Groupwork - v I »

- Self assessment S l

Peer assessment . . - | }
Checklists -
- Worksamples

v o S | Interviews

- Surveys - |

— Pen & paper tests

e : Reports

Oral presentations )

Practical work ©

~Assessment options -

I would like to take this opportunity to illuminate the assessment option of student worksamples.
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Investlgatlon - _
The students in this year 4/5 class were asked to 1nvest1gate how many drops of

water wouldfit on coins of varioussizes. Thisparticular classhad prior experlence _
in 1nvest1gat1ve activities.” : '

what i bad to do.
. find out how many |

" drops of water fit on
a | and 2 cent piece

| Making_pr'edictions
- \_ by using estimation

: o est | res ’ -
TP : ~ » res
Organising & recording - S R SN _ .
information in tables | zc [S. 149 Collecting data in an Y 7y
~— — T 1 5n 1, attempt to validate _ o
SOC_ 20 | 6! predictions ' 2el 6 |s2
. e |4 |19 |

Heads, | cent =19

) s : Taits, ) cent =394
Recording outcomes . Headg 2 cent =49
Afrom simple experiments Taits, 2 cent =52

' - Heads, 5O cent =0

wWhat ! found out
My estimate (5)
was mites away
from the resuit.

Commenting upon
predictions in the light
\ of results '

‘ : —\ = What bappened .
| Roundlng number | - { usuatty got from
to the nearest 10 - 30 to 40 drops on

a |l cent ptece

)

Calling upon prior experience obtained from participating in investigations of this type, this student has been
able to systematically carry out and record the findings of the investigation , without teacher assistance. At this
stage of the' 1nvest1gatlon this work sample prov1des ev1dence related to the annotated features '

Once the students had recorded their 1ndependent fmdmgs they part1c1pated inasmall group dlscussmn w1th .

© peers and were required to generate a group report for presentahon to the class :

“Sometimes we unconsciously structure our actlv1t1es in such a way that we do not grve the chance for students

to demonstrate what they are capable of doing. Time and care should be taken to ensure that a balance of -

structured and open-ended task experiences are prov1ded and that we consider the most approprlate form of
assessment for the task. : . ‘

Belng aware of altemahve forms of assessment we are better equlpped to make mformed decisions regardmg
the appropriate matching of what, why and how we are assessing. The use of a variety of assessment strategres
ensures that our pool of evidenee is not stagnatmg through the over use of one partlcular treatment. <
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' Wagga but maintainsits small town features

spirit.

i, therefore, a great place to work. Being a:

first became teacher-hbrarlan but over the
- past2yearswehaveintroduced years11and

.with an almost unlimited budget!!
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@ Caring is central

“Ever heard of landlng on your feet" We11 thatis what

happened when I was appointed as teacher-librarian

to Coolamon Central School.

Coolaimonis a town of 1133 peoplein the wheat/ sheep

 belt of NSW. Situated 45 kms northwest of Wagga,

Coolamon benefits from the services of

of civicpride, fr1end1y people and commumty

Our school represents all these features' and

central school it was a K-10 school when I

12.'In this time I have had the fun only a- |
teacher-librarian would understand —
ordering heaps of books for years 11 and 12

Our students number 311 and we have 24
teachers on our staff. They vary in age and
interests across a broad spectrum and make

‘staff ‘encounters’ lively and-interesting. The teacher- -
librarian job is full-time but, to make. the timetable -
. work with Whole School Stafﬁng, I usually take on'a

few extra classes; this year it is General Studies, but in

the past it has beéen PE!. I have wonderful clerical

_ assistants who always pitch in when we have the
 inevitable ‘Library Days’, even down to belng covered

“in pink fairy floss on ‘International Pink Day’. This -

combination of an enthusiastic, caring staff combined
with the freshness and zest for life of kinders through
to the solid leadership provided by:year 12 mean
Coolamon Central School is un1que people always
make the place. :

' Space-'w1se the library does not fare quite so well. But:
- what teacher-librarian evér has enough room? The -

library wasbuiltin 1975 and is the size of oneand a half

classrooms. It has an office and reading room léading
'from it,and isnext to the staffroom. The old workroom -
 isthereference sectionyear 12 study area. We are right
~next door to the staffroom and after working in this -
‘situation I feel teacher-librarians should insist that

staffrooms adjoin libraries in all new building plans.
It’s noisier, but staff see the library and more

~ importantly see the teacher-librarian as an everyday

feature of their school

We have a collection of about 10 000 items —sounds a -

lot but in a K-12 school it’s not a11 that wonderful but

itis gettlng better!

.and become casual (RFF and Library)

-Sue Britton is te’acher:libraridn at Coolamon Central ‘School.

Worryingaboutlibrary collections was the last thlng in

‘mymind whenIoriginally trained in the Social Sciences.

I worked in the early 70s at Burwood Girls and B

. Kingswood High. When my ‘husband gota Principal’s

position at Caragabal (Western Region) I had to re51gn |

. Library morning tea, each fortmght isavery eﬁectwe
way of getting everyone into thelibrary regularly,and =
people are more receptive to library information overa -
cup of tea than at a staff meeting. The Public Works
.. builders join us and now use OASIS Enquiry.

I went from year 12 Economics to kinder craft and

Library! It was time for retraining!! I then completed a -
Graduate Diploma in School Librarianship at Charles
Sturt University. I found the workload very high but I

- was learning so much that I couldn’t give it up, though
the thought frequently crossed my mind. During this
‘time my two children, Ben and Emma were born. They

. are both avid readers and cost me a fortune for books.

* Neither like libraries where they have to return books!

-Wemoved to Coolamon in 1987 where I was casual for
2 years-and became teacher-librarian in 1989. 'ma -
- memberof RIVPAT (Riverina Professional Association
of Teacher-Librarians) and really recommend joining . .

alocal group if you can. It is great to be able to talk to

someone who empathises when I'm working on my - -
g y

own in schools. RIVPAT has meetings at cluster level

- but their main objective is to organise courses for local

teacher-librarians. These have been not only a'great
help in terms of inservicing but are also a good
socialising time. They also unlfy us - and there is

' strength in un1ty

: Professmnally, a central school teacher-librarian hasa
.real challenge. Kinder and year 1 come to library 4
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o »_eas1er to find than others

- times per week and we ‘talk books’
(fiction for kinder and non-fiction for '
year 1). This involves teaching library
aimsand ob]ectlves for kinder and year -
1 on an immersion basis. All-other
‘primary classes come to library 1 or 2

" timesa weekand wehave CPPT runnlng
at all levels.

. Some secondary staff have used the
_~ CPPT option and 've had the pleasure

- of work1ng withall secondary gradesat gk
various time. Booklng extra classes into
the library can be a balancing act but
there is always a way, though some are

Myblggest problematacentral '
schoolisalso, I feel, thebiggest
advantage. How do you fit a
kinder bookshare in with a
~year9to watcha video and six
year 12 students on a study |
period? It gets full, frustrating s
and frantic but . it’s . all
worthwhile when a year 12
- works SCIS for anew student
in year 7 or finds a book on
ants for a kinder student. I
guess working in a central )
school library is similar to

running a large family. -

: Still on the family theme, one
of thereally greatthings about
central schools in general is
Whole School Staffing. Under
this system teachers with

_various expertise teach across
the school and thus year 5 may

- have a semester of Home

- scienceor Industrialarts. Kinder looks forward to the1r

weekly map visit from Mr Suidgeest - the Social science
teacher - while secondary students really benefit from

Music, Art and Sport expertise from the primary staff.

" WholeSchool Staffing also makes for great ’days’. :
Here the whole school (K-12) celebrate certain events,
forinstance Environment Day, Jump Rope for Heart, .

- Maths Day and an Art Fiesta. Again a family
atmosphere pervades. and I'm sure happy, secure
env1ronments make for great 1earn1ng

'To help manage our resources our school became-

involved in OASIS Library. We have had OASIS for
about 18 months and have been on circulation for 6.

Our collection was entered relatively quickly because .

- our staff all helped get SCIS and ISBN numbers for the
free SCIS downloads Most gave me about a week’s

& Kinder

- free time (RFF and free periods) and helped break the
back of the work. My clerical aides have been superb
and cameinduring holidays to help me, enablmg usto
get as far as we have

Resources are a1ways a concern in any library and -

being relatively isolated I find it hard to fill the many
requests for items as well as I'd like. I certainly have

helpful, and the Riverina Community Library withits
mobile service to Coolamon has proved invaluable.

) 'Makmg thmgsworklsalwaysmy priority. Technology

helps me to manage our resources, whilst the co-

operation of the staff enables the 11brary to be seenas’

a useful, interesting place. My job is very busy and

-requires constant change and challenge Without a

doubt it is the best ]ob I have ever had. <
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bookshare

found the Education Centre in Wagga particularly
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VIEWPOINTS@

Awareness Reactlon Response be in 1t'

. Ross" J Todd_ ‘isLecturer, Departmerrt_ of Information Studies University of Technology, Sydney. |

* Australia as an information socrety the role of libraries / information networks: Report of the House
- of Representatives Standing Committee for Long Term Strategies, tabled in the House of

Representatives in September 1991, is a landmark report generally welcomed by the information sector.
It affirms the reality of a society without historical precedent - an information society. It highlights the

"important development of information services as anintegral part of the economy; it asserts the -

fundamental role of information in promoting quality of life; it recognises the key role of information
networks in the equitable provision of access to mformatlon and recommends the estabhshment of a

' national library and information pohcy

The report makes a number of key recommendatlons

| o thata natlonal library pohcy be developed and a detailed statement made to the Parliament about
“the adequacy of ex1st1ng 11brary and mformatlon networks in meeting Australia’s 1nformat10n
needs -

* that fundmg for pubhc 11brar1es be rev1ewed and that a fundmg program be: adopted to overcome
the unevenness in library networks and to fac111tate development of new services and 1ntroduct10n
of new technologles S

that funding be specifically. targeted for libraries to prov1de 1nformat10n services to groups w1th
. special needs such as Aborigines and the disabled

o that State Governments be encouraged to examine the p0551b111ty of opening school libraries to the
" public and to liaise with public libraries to coordmate access to book mater1als, espec1a11y in remote
areas :

* that State Govemments prov1de supplementary fundmg to pubhc 11brar1es to assist w1th the v
development of services provided for secondary students to compensate the publlc libraries for the
‘Cross sub51dlsatlon currently being provided to the education sector :

o that the Department of Employment Education and Trammg fund a research project into ways that

information literacy can be mtegrated into curricula at all levels of educatlon mcludmg teacher
educatlon : S . '

e that the followmg pnnc1ples be adopted

1 equahty of serv1ce based on reasonable need

2. library services provided free of charge ' '

3. cooperative efforts of all types of information agencies working towards a commonly accepted
and planned system and _expanded and extended through this cooperat10n

',School executives, teacher-librarians and- classroom teachers are urged to study this document carefully -
“and respond to it. From the perspective of the school library, and particularly in the context of the

educative role of schooling, the report raises a number of concerns. At the’ outset, the t1t1e of the report is
somewhat misleading. :

- Thereport’s central focus appears to be public 11branes, w1th other types of libraries and 1nformat10n _
- agencies given only peripheral and superficial treatment. The report projects a perception that school .

libraries are almost a surrogate of public libraries or in the future will function that way. Further, it
appears that the information network espoused in the report is in fact a public llbrary network w1th'other
libraries subsumed under the umbrella of the pubhc libraries. -
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In addition, the report fails to recognlse or explore the 1mp11catlons of the key educatlve role of the school -

library — that of providing learning opportunities for students to develop information skills and use them o

~ confidently and competently throughout their lifetime in an information soc1ety ‘While the report
identifies: - : ‘

e the need for examining ways in which information literacy can be integrated with curriculum at all
levels of education, including teacher education :

. the nece551ty of enhancmg the commumty s use of mformatlon :

« the need for individuals to make sense of the 1nformatlon explosmn that surrounds them, and to be’
~ able to access and use with confldence and competence a variety of information sources and the
- necessary technology and- :

o the need for 1nformatlon systems to’ 1mpart lnformatlon skills

it does not recogmse or aff1rm the vital role of primary and secondary-schools in meet1ng these needs
through information skills programs. Nowhere in the document is it identified that schools, through
school libraries, represent a significant potential for the delivery of quality information services across
Australia, and that effective education in information skills in schools is key to bridging the gap between -
 the information r1ch and the 1nformatlon poor, the basis of ‘an informed c1tlzenry’ (p- 20

Itis thus disturbing that the relationship between the school llbrary and the public library in the report is
projected somewhatas the school library being subsumed under the umbrella of a public library network,

~ and not as one of partnership and equality. (After all; there are some 10,036 schools offering school library
services to a captive audience of 3,031,387 students and 198,568 staff [1989 figures], as opposed to 500 public
libraries on some 1,800 locations.) The recognltlon of an equal relationship will ensure that the- development
of a network of libraries and information agenc1es across Australia will not merely focus on the delivery of ’
information products and services, but also give empha51s to meéting the information needs, including the
vital educative process, of all Australians. The report, in this context, fails to recognize or respond to the real
need of adequately funding school libraries so that they.can effectively fulfil their educative role and so
minimise the drain on public library resources. Rather, it side-steps the issue by recommending that
supplementary fundmg be prov1ded to public libraries to support their already overstretched services.

- We need to be proact1ve in any discussion of fundlng for school libraries so that appropriate 1nformatlon
services and further development of information skilling can occur. Such funding will ensure that schools

 are able to participate in resource sharing networks such as interlibrary loans, document delivery, selective .

dissemination of information services, national bibliographic networks and to develop a local resource
_sharing infrastructure. Such funding will also ensure that school libraries acquire appropriate information
technology, have access to online databases and CD-ROM technologies. Such funding will facilitate the
more effective targeting of educational needs of special groups within the school - such as students from
non-English speaking backgrounds, Aboriginal students, dlstance educatlon students, and those students

+ with learning d1ff1cu1t1es :

As teacher-llbrarlans and educators, we nieed to be aware of and alert to events happening in the information
arena of which we are a vital part. We need to react with initiative and insight, and to respond with a sense

- of urgency. And we need to reaffirm our commitment to the belief that ‘the clever country” has its -
‘foundations in the process of school educatlon and that, without it, students will not achleve their full
potentlal &

| )
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MANAGEMENT A

A CD-ROM‘ update: _lnetWOIRiIig

CD- ROM stands for Compact Dlsk Read Only
Memory. This technology allows significantly large
amounts of information to be stored optically on

- compact disks and accessed through a CD-ROM

player attached to a computer. More detailed
information on CD-ROM may be found in Scan 9/ 6

~and 10/1. This article, however, will discuss some

new issues that concern the apphcatlon of this

~ technology in our schools

The potential of CD-ROM technology in both
primary and secondary school libraries is now
becoming increasingly evident. The number of

~ school libraries either setting up or plannlng to
purchase a CD-ROM, along with the amount, range

and quality of software, is increasing considerably. -
With the dramatic nature of change associated with
modern technology, significant developments have

occurred within the last year or so which may affect '

your purchasmg decision.

Networkmg one or many CD-ROM players is now a |

workable option using MS-DOS computers, ie [BM

~ compatible. Software has been developed where

information stored on compact-disk can bé accessed

- by many users simultaneously (over 200) ona
~ computer network. The CD-ROM network consists
-of a fileserver with appropriate networking

software, a dedicated computer with the CD-ROM
retrieval software on a hardrive, one or a tower of
up tp 21 CD-ROM players, and numerous .

v workstatlons The CD-ROM tower consists of a stack
oof individual players and is not to be confused with

the juke-box style of player which stores a number
of compact disks but can only access one at a time.

The great advantage of this system over previous
attempts to network CD technology is that many

' userscan access information from different compact

disks at the same time as well as from the same disk.
Furthermore, users can access the same 1nformatlon
from the same disk s1multaneously without waiting

“in line. It is also possible to gain remote access to the -

network by linking computers with modems

. through telephone lines.

provide a much more cost effective means of

* information retrieval than to buy.a room full of

computers with individual CD-ROM players. (NB
Buyers will also need to take into account the

. licensing costs of usmg pubhshed software on a

- Peter Day is teacher-hbrarzan at Fazrﬁeld Helghts Public School

netw0rk). However, where many schools will not be

in a position to outlay money to set up a CD-ROM
network, a great number of libraries are already
developing OASIS Library networks. Therefore, -
much of the hardware necessary for a CD-ROM
network may already exist in your library in the
form of OASIS workstatlons

Although at present OASIS does not allow other
systems. to operate on the network certain
workstations could be used both on a CD-ROM

" network and as OASIS workstations at dlfferent
times, sub]ect to demand.

For example, if youuse a partlcular workstatlon for

- OASIS data entry for two days per week, it could be
used as a CD-ROM wor:.station for the other three

days. Therefore, a major implication for teacher-
librarians who are pur-hasing hardware is to
constder the flexibility, versatility and compatibility

| _of technology being used in the library, that s,
-hardware should be suitable for both OASIS and
CD- ROM app11cat10ns ’

If you are purchasmg an OASIS workstation

consider paying the extra to have a VGA colour
monitor. It will not only enhance its performance as
an OASIS unit but allow for future use with the
colourful graphics associated with CD-ROM.

‘Similarly, when buying a-stand-alone computer with
‘a CD-ROM player, have it fitted with a network card :

so that it may also be used as an OASIS workstahon
(OASIS operates with DOS version 3.3) .

- The future of the direction and nature of technologyb
- may.be unclear but its relationship with information .
-and, therefore, libraries is most certain. The role of -

compact disk technology as a means of storing large
quantmes of information appears to be steadily

- growing. Soon, many of the hard-papér based
‘resources that we use, from phone books to

educational collections, may be commonly available
in electronic form. As the costs of downloading -
information onto compact disk decrease and -
markets grow, schools and educational

o . organisations may find this method a viable means -
The setting up of a network as mentioned above will -

of storing and c1rcu1at1ng much of its information.
S1m11arly, at some time in the future, when a user
sits at a computer he or she may be able to choose

" between OASIS, any number of CD-ROM based

programs or a remote database using
telecommunlcatlons all on the one workstahon <
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AOf sleep-overs and such llfe in a new school 11brary

Niki Kallenberger is teacher lzbranan at Cherrybrook Technology High School The first of her articles on the estabhshment
- of library and mformatwn services in this new school appeared in Scan vol 11 no 1 March 1992

0. . 80...85—How many year?7 students can
sleep in the library? Yes of course you can sleep under
the table — tonight anything goes!”

“Do we have anything on rhinoceroses? Well, stand

;. here and you’ll be able to see our whole non-fiction
collection ina glance! And yes, I think there mlght ]ust
be somethlng on rhinos in. this book.’

’Your year 8 h1story class is working on the Middle
- Ages? We'd love to have you come to the library, but

I'm not sure there would be much point. We only have
~ one book on the Mlddle Ages.’

’Marlna, you wanta novel about World War Iland the

Jewish refugees? I think we might justhave something.

Let’shave alook on the computerand see.” [Alistof ten
items pleases one student while this teacher-librarian
. jumps with joy at actually having used OASIS Library
Enquiry for an information retrieval task — and at
having the sought after items on hand to retrleve‘]

“We'veput the v1deo in; we've checked the connections
at our-end — you've checked the settings on the

. monitor and the plug at yours, and we’'ve tested the

' batteries in the remote control. 'm sorry, Mr Evans,

but all I can suggest is that it looks like the wiring to
your lab is faulty. The technician is coming next week
and we’ll add your room to the list. Now, -would you
like to bring your class over to the AV workroom tosee
the video?’

_ ’School captaln selectlon7 Qf course you can use the
11brary We'd be thr111ed !

“You have some old. books you'd 11ke to donate" How
old did you say they-are?’ :

 “You'verun out_of contact? These tethoOks just keep

arriving, don’ t they? It certa1n1y is terr1f1c thatso many B
of you parents are able to come and spend séme time -

at the school covering them. We've ordered more
contact but it won’t be here till next Wednesday —

~ would you like to stamp some library books or learn "
~ how to use the SCIS microfiche instead? But first, how

about a cup of coffee"’

’We can use the network can we? Great, I'll start
~ plugging in straight away.’ [Three periods are spent
testing outlets.] “Well, the outléts with green stickers
- work, and the ones with purple stlckers don’t— when

can the e1ectr1c1ans return?’

It's been a busy term, but we’ve done a lot

- Itisnow Week 8, Term 1 and Cherrybrook Technology
‘High School is well and truly open. The quotes above
" may just give you a taste of the joys and frustrations:
: encountered in the 11brary’ s first term of operatlon

Slttlng down to write this second art1c1e for Scan is a

* useful exercise for me, for I'll have to stop, think,
~ assess, re-assess and ponder what we have and have
_ not done. Time for reflection has been'a precious
commodity this term. On the whole though,  haveto -

say I'm delighted in our progress ih the library and I

think this sentiment is shared by all in the school. Let :
‘me summarlse our major accompllshments

Accomphshment 1

The library is beg1nn1ng to look like a library. Empty -
‘shelves are filling (we will have processed

approximately 2000 items by the end of term), plants,

posters, magazines and the clutter of everyday school

life are giving atleasthalf of our large space a ‘lived-in’

-feel. The human dimension is there, too — I have

counted 80 or so students during several lunchtimes.
The regular early starters await my arrival each

morning. Year 11students comeregularly to thelibrary -
. during their study periods (and some of them even
. study). Staff memberscome frequently tobook videos,

borrow equipment (the 11brary is home to our fleet of
luggable computers, so we're very popular) and talk

about programs and projects. While class visits aren’t’
‘yet happening in the way you’d expect them in a

secondary school, we have had a couple of classes in to
work on specrfrc carefully planned tasks.

Wehavea good fiction collection, thanks to donations

acquired on Open Days ' last year, ‘the judicious
assistance of Robin Morrow from the Children’s

Bookshopand the overwhelmingly generousdonation
of a significant and lovingly gathered collection of '

-Scan Vol 11 no 2 May 1992

_ occasionally produces another kind of shout,
. Our first SCIS download has given us not
. our own abilities to manage an automated -
.informationretrieval system. (And bless you '
_ produced today; by this time next week, our.

" pen should be a thing of the past. Our Video

.37

adolescent fiction by Pat Morgan, Director, Woollahra
Cluster, who is well-known to many Scan readers. Our -
- non-fiction collection is small and patchy, but
: 1mprov1ngda11y Abasicreference collection, a ‘starter’

- collection of periodicals and a growing video collection
round ‘off our resources. There are the seeds of a

~ teacher reference collection on top of my filing cabinet, -

butitand the estabhshment of other resources, such as

" a vertical-file, online information services and CD-

ROM, are a little further down the track.

Accomphshment 2:
We’rebecoming increasingly conﬁdent withunfamiliar

" hardwareand software. OASIS Library regularly sends

us into shouts of delight as we understand it better and
experience the benefits of its power (it

too, but such exclamations are not frequent).
only a catalogue, butadditional confidence in
Curriculum Corporation! Where would we
be without SCIS?) Borrowing cards were -

temporary circulation system of notepad and

, Command system nearly always does the rrght thing

now — we're learning, and some technical glltches
have been repalred

4

-Accomphshment 3:.

. We have been blessed with a551stance of all sorts, and -

. weare making the most of it. Systems and procedures
~arestillrougharound the edges, but refinementsoccur

daily. The school executive has recognised that the
library needs a lot of support in these early days, and

the benefits of nearly 11 school assistant days each

week are tremendous. Four school assistants work in

S the11braryovereachtwo-weekperlod andthedrversrty '
_ of skills and experience this brings the.library is

marvellous, Studentsare keenand eager, too, and their

help with everythlng from getting rid of rubbish to

entenng 1tems onto OASISand from mov1ng furniture

to choosingi books is invaluable. Parents and

_ community members are a boon also, and have
_generously donated hours and hours of their time to -
~ help cover textbooks and library resources as well as -

performing all kinds of other tasks.

But it hasn’t all been smooth salllng
Frustrations? There have been plenty! Everyone who

" worksin or uses the library could probably make a list,
» but these are my own brggest frustratrons o

Frustratlon 1
Cherrybrook THS hasa remarkable staff: enthusiastic,
creative and actively seeking new idéas. Ifeela constant

" frustration, wantlng to teach along51de and w1th them :

butacknowledge that collection building has

} to be a priority for me at this time. We need
resources of all kinds to maximise the learning
. experiences we offer our studentsand a vital
‘part of my job is to ensure they are carefully
chosen -and organised. However
* opportunities_such ‘as EAR (enrichment,
acceleration and remediation) and Design
and technology (DAT) are too excrtrng to-
resist. : , ,

| Che‘rrybrook THS offers EAR 'to year 7 (four

- 40 minute periods a week) and to year 8 (two periods).

Staffed by specialists from all key learning areas, EAR
affords students the opportunity to embarkon 1eam1ng

. activities in areas where they have special talents,

interests or needs. For a teacher-librarian, EAR offers
a marvellous opportunity to become involved in
1eam1ngact1v1t1es across the whole curriculum. Weare
still in the early days of developing EAR policies and °

. programs, but I believe it will have a pronounced

student-centred, resource—based flavour, with- b1g'
implicationsfor school library and information services'
and for the role of the teacher-hbranan I have to be
1nvolved' :

: Design and technology (DAT) in years 7and 8is being
: pr_ogrammed insuch a way that information skills are
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~ woveninto learning activities ina strongly structured .

way. I am currently working with one DAT teacher to

: explore the potential of IBM’s Linkway as a vehicle to

- develop: studentinformation skills. Oneof the outcomes

. of this exploration we hope will be student designed

~ and produced Linkway guides to understanding and
_ 'usmg various mformation resources in the school

: With many more exciting opportumt1es like the two
mentioned above and the infectious enthusiasm of my
classroom-based colleagues, you can perhapsunderstand

* my frustration at not teaching as much as I’d like.

: Fmstratlon 2 '

The first draft of this paragraph started this way: ‘Our-
local area network (LAN) is not yet working and we -
are restricted to the number of OASIS workstations we

-can place a cable’s length (just over a metre) from the
file server. We can fit three into this space, but it’s

- congested and not very finctional. This may sound -

luxurious to some of you, but remember we don’t have

* * any manual systems to fall back on. Our computersare

" vital to the efficient functioning of all our library
. systems; we need appropriately located enquiry and
crrculatlon workstations. Work on the network is

- progressing, however, and th1s frustration may soon -
: be a thing of the past.”. ! ‘ :

Four’ days later things have changed dramatically'
The LANisfunctioning beautifully (we say with fingers
crossed and breath held) and enquiry and ¢irculation
terminalscanbelocated where they areneeded. OASIS

* enquiryis theoretically accessible from any workstation

onthe LAN (which at this pointincludes the staffroom
and two computer rooms), but we haven't tested this
yet. Please don’t assume I had the expertise to make
this happen. Without the technical know-how and
. time contributed by Mark Watson, Head teacher
* technology and information, ‘Glenn Dudley, Head
_teacher maths, and Alan Corven from IBM, we’d be
- back where we started.

. The excitement of this major accomplishment has,
.. however, broughtyetanotherfrustrationto thesurface:

- computer equipment, ergonomic concerns and

standard school library furniture are simply not

_compatible, asmany Scan readers will beall too aware.

I'll keep you posted on the resolut1on (or otherwise) of
this frustration.

' In a similar vein, the library security system still isn’t

fully installed. Although decisions have been made

about what has to be done, the work has yet to be

started. One result is that we aren’t yet us1ng all the

library entrances as we would like to.

Fmstratlon 3 .
Time, or perhaps more accurately, a lack of time is my
third major frustration. A school day is only 6.5 hours

long (although 8 or 9 is more likeit) and a  week only5 -
_days long. I'm exhausted at the end of each, but still
- want more hours and days! There’s so much todo and

so much motivation to do more. Rome, T constantly

remind myself wasn’t built in a day, and a school

library is an equally complicated undertaking The
trouble is, the more we do, the more we want to do!

- Anegot1ated closure of all library servicesand facilities -

for three days in the second last week of term will give

us time to catch up on some policy and procedures

work as well as shift furniture, reorganise shelving,

_ putupmoreposters, signs, etc. Wehaven'tbeénclosed - - .
atall, apart from a day or two in the first week of term -

and for theoccasional lunchtime when Thavea meetmg

-to attend

With the prospect of 6 weeks holiday ahead of meat

the-end of last year, I blithely volunteered for the Year
8 Adviser’s job. Reality has shown it to be a difficult

' ]ugghng act, butIwouldn’t give up the contact thisrole

gives me with students for quids (well, maybe. . . ).

'Each day, and each week are full to overflowing, but

the compensations are many. The Year Adviser’s job

“has planted one of my feet firmly in student welfare

circles and reminded me yet again how intertwined
welfareand curriculumissuesare. If teacher-librarians

haveaserious commitment to maximising learning for
all students, we can’t ignore welfare issues. - -

Lookmg ahead

I've héard it said that teachers never work harder than
in the first two years of a new school, and experience is
proving this to be true! If by this point in our first term

 the staff, both teaching and ancillary, at Cherrybrook

THS are feeling exhausted, it is with good reason, But

- there is, I sense, an equivalent feeling of satisfaction
about what we’ve achieved in so many areas right -

ac_ross the school. There is, of course, much more-to do
— though this could undoubtedly be said of any
school, regardless of its.age. With Cherrybrook THS's

official opening scheduled for mid-May, there is |

increasing impetus to get things done sooner ‘rather

than later

Over a qUICk cup of coffee in the library workroom B

someone occasionally says, ‘Won't itbe great when life

here settles into routine?” Somehow I think thattimeis -
- stilla long way off, but I also have to say that I'm not

sure it is-what we really want. Should a school library
effectively playinga vital roleina developing, dynamic
school ever settle into routine?

; Of one thing, however Iam confident this year’s
orientation sleep-over at school for year 7 was a great -

success. Very early one morning in 1993 I'm sure we'll

~ see many more snoozing bodies sprawled throughout
~ the library. It adds a whole new dimension to the

purposes of a school library, doesn’t it? <
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- A OASIS Diary-
, | Sharon Wilkes is teacher—lzbranan at Wentworth Falls. The ﬁrst entry in this dzary of OASIS 1mplementatzon
: .appeared in Scan Vol 11 No 1 March 1992

. Term 1, 1992

Weeks 2 & 3

" Record Trial Ordering disks arnve at school I carefully read accompany1ng information:

e Step 1: do a rebuild
.- Step 2: full data backup
There were no problems except that I rebuilt school data 1nstead of Izbrary data
" & Step 3: check system parameters »

* The computer w111 not allow access into the library nbanagement menu, A print message appears on the

screen indicating that files cannot be found. Gail Henley at OASIS Support is unable to solve the problem '
via the phone and she refers it to Paul Drayton at Parramatta .

The hard disk is believed to be corrupt so the fileserver is packed up and retumed to Parramatta where the

hard disk is replaced

‘ ,Th1s OASIS-less time gives me some breathing space to consider my. pr1or1t1es and make dec1S1ons about
borrowing procedures and other OASIS-related management dec151ons

Our first local OASIS Support Group meets dunng week 2 Over coffee we share our thoughts and set dates -
for meetings for the rest of the year. ' : . : o

: v' Week 4

The fileserver is returned. All the 1nformation I had entered is st111 there —a sigh of relief! Now it is time to -

_ attempt the download

And so _I.
" e do a rebuild
e do full data backup
o check system parameter -

e everything OK cen

. put in the first of 5 disks to download
. downloaded w1thout a problem then .. .
.. the school has a blackout — no storms, no h1nt of electrical problems — and the problems start agam |

try to backup all the data from the second disk but both menu screens are scrambled: crotchets, _
* quavers and- hearts where there used to be information that related to the library. ’

Week 5

" More calls to John Dwyer and Gail Henley, who are always encouraging and pos1t1ve even when you feel a |

complete fool. Gail comes to my school armed with detailed instructions about fixmg the problem (AsIstill
have no phone in the library trylng to fix things over the phone was impossible.) - '

Gail also has problems and is unable to complete the 1nstruct10ns because the scrambled menu w1ll not
allow her access to what she needs

With one fileserver in tow Gail retums to Parramatta where the computer is agam fixed agaln a corrupt -
soft menu D file is the problem. : :
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‘ | Our second OASIS Support Group meetrng is held at Wrnmalee High. Lots of issues are aired, problems are ‘
- discussed and Gail Henley proves (aga1n') to be a wealth of support and 1nformatlon

: Week 6 : . :
. Before the power has the chance to wreak further havoc, we buy a power surge protector from Hypec We
figure the $300 is money well spent! : :

‘At the same time we buy a c1rculatlon workstation with back-up terminal and a hard disk drive so that at a
later stage I will be able to.use RECON. We also order a diskless workstatron (so no one w1ll be tempted to
- -play on it with floppy disks) plus a portable barcoder reader.

Week 7

. ‘Before I can download 1 need to recover all the titles prev1ously entered John Dwyer talks me through the

-+ process and it proves to be easﬂy done

All ready to attempt the downlOad for the third time! (I have retained a
‘sense of humour, though it wavers when I have to run back and forth to the
office phone —I've been promrsed a connectxon in the lrbrary inJune.)

Startmg the download early in the day proves to be a wise move: it takes 4
hours (I'm still using floppy disks . . . but not for much longer). I cannot
- believe that I have no problems and ‘immediately print a data validation'to’
double check that the titles are really there. I am thrilled to find that in a
day we have gone from 330 titles to over 3 000 t1tles Wow! g

- During these 7 weeks Maureen, my clerical assistant, has been .
systematically taking from the non-fiction shelves the books on the

them 100% SCIS accurate) and putting them onto trolleys in correct order.

Now beg1ns the task of adding (K)oples 1nformatlon and barcoding the

“ books. I also need to check the authority files carefully for publisher,
subjects and series added as I suspect there may be some global. changes to
be done : .

~ Ifeel like we're on our way. ¢

A S‘CIS‘ records 8

Beth McLaren is Semor Cumculum Advzser Lzbrary and. Informatzon theracy e

A number of teacher-librarians have been concerned by the note mcluded with' their SCIS mrcroflche'

subscription in relation to copy cataloguing. At a recent meeting with Warren Brewer, Manager ‘Curriculum

* . Information Services, Curriculum Corporation, this matter was raised. If the Corporation is to continue to -~ .

- remain viable it must obviously earn a return on its products and services, of which the provision of

b1bl1ograph1c records to schools is one of its most important. Schools choose to copy catalogue materials from -
the fiche both for financial and management reasons. In order that teacher librarians may retain this ﬂex1b111ty '
~ without depriving the Corporatlon of income which is rightfully theirs, it has been proposed that in 1993

- - subscribers to the microfiche service which provides the full b1bllograph1c record will pay a more realistic price -

for their subscripjion. With this higher subscription they will be given the legal right to copy records. Schools

intending to order their records from SCIS will be able to contmue to subscribe to the microfiche service which

1ncludes brief records &
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~Scores:. " $12.00 deposit

‘AMusic on tap
'Anyq Smeaton is music off_ic_er at the Depaﬁméﬁt of School Educati_on Library.

Do you want a jazz record1ng7 Ora ballet sulte? Maybe you requlre some pnmary music kits, such as Upbeat.
‘These resources, and many more, can be obtalned from the Department of School Educatron Library.

_ Mus1c resources in the 11brary 1nclude

* books on music
e printed music
~ -scores and parts, miniature scores, vocal scores .
® recorded music :
- cassettes, LPs and CDs.

" All of these items are available for loan to N.S. W school teachers Requests canbe made in person by telephone :

by mail, by fax or through Keylmk The 11brary can be contacted at this address:

Department of School Educatlon L1brary
- Department of School Education Building
‘Ground Floor ; L
2-10 Wentworth St -
. Parramatta -2150

PO Box 6000
- Parramatta 2124

Telephone: (02) 561 1306
_Fax:  (02) 6354581
Keylmk INSERVE LIB

. How to locate resources within the l1brary

We have several catalogues and lists to assist you in locating music resources held by us. These include pr1nted |
catalogues of scores (available to-all teachers) and recordings (avallable on loan only) If you requlre copies of

| .these please contact the Library.

Llsts of all new music material are produced every few months; and the latest one should be in your school now:

- A copy of this list is sent to each government secondary school, addressed to the Principal, and marked for the

attention of the Musrc Department Music accessions l1sts are available'to other schools on request
¥

~ Several spec1al1sed b1bllograph1es are a150 ava1lable from the 11brary These 1nclude scores and parts for concert

band and orchestra, resources in the areas of jazz and Australlan composers, and a llst of post-1965 music.

If wecan’thelpyou, another source of musicresources s the ABC Library, whichlends miniature scores and sets = .
of scores and parts. You will need to contact this Library directly, as they will not lend to us on your behalf. The . .
ABC Library imposes the following charges for the hiring of scores: . :

Scores and parts:~ $28.00 deposit

$12.00 handllng charge $28 00 handling charge

V Dep051ts are refunded when 1tems are returned undamaged to the ABC L1brary

“The ABC lerary can be contacted at:

ABC Ultimo Centre
.700 Harris Street
- ULTIMO 2007
* Telephone: (02) 394 1686

“Please do not hesitate to contact the Department of School Education Library for your muisic resource'needs.‘ <
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A Readmg professmnally

“ Pay Gardmer recently spent several hours at the Department of School Educatzon Lzbrary in Parramatta

D1d you know that you. have access to hundreds of journals via your Department of School Education L1brary7

Following is the y1e1d of an afternoon’s browsmg A brief annotatlon usually lifted stralght from the contents
page descriptor, will help to’let you know whether the article is one that you’d also like to read. Followmg isa
photocopy: request form to be completed if you wish to obtain copies of artlcles :

. OAccountablhty
assessing comprehen51on

* during literature

discussion. :

. 'The Readmg Teacher

~ Vol45No 1 Sept91 pp8-17
‘Edward E Paradis and 4

" other teacher-

- researchers docurnent
ways of assessing

- students who are

learning to read in
literature-based
classrooms. .

‘eThe metarhorphosis.
Gifted Child Today.

. Vol 14 No 6 Issue 77
Nov/Dec 91 pp 38-39
Jane L Newman recalls
the events that changed

" "David from a student

without a flicker of
motivation to an
enthusiastic, mvolved
leamer

«Silver science. ,
The Science Teacher,
Vol 58 No 9 Dec 91 pp
36-39 ‘
William J Sumrall uses
metal prices to create .

stoichiometric problems.

eLearning in virtual -
. worlds.
-.‘Australian Educatlonal
Computing. Vol 6 No 2
Sept91pp13-15
Alistair Inglis looks at
the traditions that have

‘developed in computer--

based learning and

notes a new tradition.

eTomorrow’s media

centre; a look mto the
. future.

Media & Methods. Vol
28 No 2 Nov/Dec 1991

“pp 10-13,77

Gary Marchionini
examines some of the
changes that have
already begun in

- libraries, including -
networking, multi-
~ media and making -
~_administration more -
- efficient. '

‘eFullerenes

Scientific American,
Vol 265 No 4 Oct 1991
pp 32-41

Robert F Curl and

Richard E Smalley

- elaborate on the elusive
-and useful bucky ball.

*Special Olympics: -
opportunities to learn:
Teaching Exceptional
Children. Vol 24No 1

 Fall 91 pp 20-23

Janet K Ballard and

‘Mary Lynne Calhoun
outline a program which-

capitalises on disabled
students’ interest in the
olympics to-accelerate

-, progress in academic

work and independent
living as well as sports

- and physical fitness.

*Some surprising

“findings on how
‘teachers learn to teach.

Educational Leadership. -
Vol 49 No 3 Nov 91

pp 1417 .

The TELT ( Teacher

- education and learning
to teach) study, carried

out in the US; looks at

“what students learn

about teaching strategies |

from different kinds of

‘teacher education

strategies.

iTracking student
progress.

" Thrust for Educational

Leadership. Vol 21 No 2

- Oct 91 pp 4548
- Diane Guay pointsout

the many benefits of the.
use of portfolios in

assessment.

*The escape from

. teaching. _
Education Monitor. Vol 2
- No4Spring91pp1920°

“Patrick Morgan :

examines the swapping

- of the teacher role for

the bureaucratic .

. paperwork role

*The role of the school
in the national campaign
against drug abuse. -
Drug Education Journal
of Australia. Vol 5 No 3
1991 pp 187-198 '
Ray James and Susan
Carruthers review
formally documented -

~ evaluations of school-
based drug education in .

Australia 1978-1990.
Their conclusions and
recommendations
appear in thls artlcle :

| OCoope:rative problem.

solving in mathematics:

~ beginning the process.

The Clearing House.
Vol 65 No 1 Sept/Oct 91
pp 14-17 :

James E McGlinn " | _
believes that cooperatlve
- problem solving should

be taught. In this article.
he explains how.

eFostering full access to
literacy by including
information books.
Language Arts. Vol 68

No 6 Oct 91 pp 449-462
~Christine C Pappas

shows that young
children can process

factual texts very well if

they’re given the chance.

eMulticulturalism and
school libraries in

“Australia.

Australian lerary
Review. Vol 8 No 1 Feb '
92 ppl6-21-

HM Yee dlscusses the '

- education policy for a

“multicultural Australia
" and'its implications for

the provision of school

library services and the.
training of teacher-
librarians.

-Fme tune your sense of.
- colour

' Science & Children. Vol

) -Multlphcatlon facts

memorisation madeeasy '
Intervention. Vol 27 No
3Jan 92 pp 150-154
Gary Greene explains

“memery training

techniques for teaching

_.multiplication facts.
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29No 3 Nov/ Dec 91 pp-
24-26

David K Dalby explains ’

how to teach children
about the composition
of light; using only

projector, a prism and

) screens. <&

Author of Article: ....... e lieriosenereseese e eearieme st seben st

 Source . of Reference:

- Courier: The Librarian
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NEW TH WALES DEPARTMENT OF L EDUCATI -
DEPARTMENT OF SCHOOL EDUCATION LIBRARY
- Photocopy Service ,
Request and Copynght Declaratlon Form .

. To the Ofﬁcer in Charge of the lerary, would you please supply me with a copy of:

Title of Journal:

..............................................................................................

P P T P IT T

Titlé of Article:

Volume No: Month/Part NO: corveevrrererisess. YEAT  roveveeeresssons e

Pages to be copled ..... et

..................................................................................................

" Document No: (eg E] NUMDEI): '...cccoovierisvsnssssssmmsssssssmssssisssssssssns

" Ideclare that this copy is for research / study and has not prewously been supplled to me by an authorlsed
" officer of your hbrary :

| NAME e bemiessssees v et DATE: s
© POSITION: vt s  TELEPHONENO: ...icocoseesiesin
ADDRESS:  ecvrrsrssivesensesssssrsssssmnsssisiiin
................................................................ (
SIGNATURE st

Post “The Librarian
NSW Dept of School Educatlon
PO Box 6000 - .
PARRAMATTA NSW 2124

Dept of School Education lerary ’
- Ground Floor

Dept of School Education Bldg
: 2-10 Wentworth St o

PARRAMATTA NSW2150  Fax: 026354581 Phone 025611306 -

-

- NBOnly ONE journal'article request per form (photocopy this fofm to meet your requirements). ,
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“FORUMO

~ RESOURCES &

We haven t received any items for Forum does that mean that your problems are 1nsolub1e, or is it that. there

isn't time to record and fax them to us7 '

~In 11eu of reader 1nput we are 1nc1ud1ng a short item from the School based support course for teacher-
- librarians wh1ch we hope is useful.

Settlng ob] ectives and managlng tlme' the practlcal s1de
Have your ]ob descnptlon handy It's your overv1ew or framework to the ]ob you ‘re domg. ,
Wnte goals down and get them out of your head.

Keep a diary and use it as a system, eg
- e daily or weekly objectives
* daily schedule of meeting or key events
~  phone calls, appointments, reminders .
» identify routines, patterns, record of work =
. contacts addresses and phone lists -

Discuss and confirm ob]ectlves with supervxsor or colleagues
» check for confirmation (don’t be a Lone Ranger)
* request advice (actively build a cooperative spirit)
~ - inform others of targets (so others can cooperate)
* allocate tasks (so cooperatxon will achieve the ob]ectlve)

Set time a51de to plan and review.
- ® have a planning or review session everyday
e havea planning or review session every week
* be willing to just sit and think
_ »'use logical and creative approaches to p1anmng
e throw out stuff that isn’t relevant (don t hoard)

When the job gets overwhelmmg :
* do a time log and find out where your time is going
‘e re-check priorities and only do what is important
e check for time wasting procedures and correct
* sit back and think or reflect on your situation
* get advice from a trusted, effective colleague
. e have a swim or massage or walk or meditate
' » examine your diary to establish what has been happenmg
J analyse your rest days or week’s schedule.
. * review your situation with your supervisor .
e tidy up your desk and: work area
.~ e complete and update your in and out trays. %

And dont forget to fax your questlons to us at

' 02 808 9413
_or writeto .
‘ — The Edltors
Scan .

. Private Bag 3
. Ryde 2112.
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Apphed studies Years 11 12

Introductmn'to the syllabus .

Th1s 1- unit course of study was approved by the Board of Studies in 1991 for 1mp1ementat1on in year 1lin
1992. Initial examination of Applied studies at the ngher School Certificate will take place in 1993. -

: -vApp11ed stud1es aims

to develop instudents a varzety of mathematical, sczentzﬁc and technologtcal skzlls inan applzed settzng
' Apphed studles syllabus, Board of Studles 1991:3-

The course is part1cu1ar1y sulted to students who have speaahsed in the human1t1es and requlre unit(s)in
the Technolog1ca1 and app11ed studies area. :

A minimum of thiree modules must be selected for study from ten specified in the syllabus. The ten modules -

are:

1. App11catlon of computer. controlled systems
2. Applied mathematical studies .
3. Mathematical ideas; -

- 4. Science and med1c1ne

5. Scientific research :
6. Significant technolog1ca1 ach1evements :

. 7. Statistical methods

8. Technology and the consumer |

* 9. Technology of communication systems

10.The environment

Threé of the modules Sc1ent1f1c research Significant technolog1ca1 achlevements and Technology and the

‘consumer, have a choice of prescnbed topics. These are set out in Memorandum No BOS 188/1991 issued
: ]anuary, 1992 i

*"According to-the syllabus, after studying a module, students will be able to demonstrate an understanding of the
‘underlying scientific principles, to apply the sktlls and technigues as speczﬁed and to appreczate the contrzbutzon of

those skills and techniques to soczety
Applled stu_dle_ssyllabus, Board of Studies, 1991: 7 :

Applied studies is a very broad course which has the potential to utilise a. wide range of learning resources.

Because of its recency, publishers have yet to see its market potential and specifically tailor materials for the

- course. However there are resources available which would support the implementation of this course .
“providing due consideration is given to their level of readability. A lot are dlfflcult to read and students may

need assistance in interpreting the 1nformatlon they provide.

Others do not pose this problem In partlcular some of the leammg materials wh1ch have been produced for

.. other courses, such as senior science courses and the Victorian Certificate of Education (VCE) courses in

information technology, have sections which are readable and are very relevant to Applied studies. The

Wiley Scnence Edltlons Series rev1ewed for this b1bhography are highly readable and engagmg

Some tltles reviewed which originate from the USA have relevance for App11ed studies, but often the-

~ American content, vocabulary and examples given will pose problems for what is a syllabus with a strongly o
~Australian content Aga1n this underlines the need for more Australian material to be publlshed in thls area.

- Some of the Applied studies modules will require students to locate and use current 1nformatlon published. o

in newspapers, magazines and periodicals. Indexes, such as Guidelines and APAIS, will be invaluable alds in

, locatlng up to date scientific and ‘technological information.
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B Resources

- - The reviews whzch follow have: been written by Lois Caw, Diana Collins and Neryle Sheldon with assistance from the -

following Board of Studies Officers: ]enny Allum, Gma Grant, Anne Hastmgs and Rod Leverment. Reviews are armnged

" alphabetzcally by the title.

Australia, working it out! core materlal for Aush.'ahan '

studies. Australian Bureau of Statistics; 1990. .
ISBN 064215757X v L [319.4]

Developed in consultation with teachers and =
curriculum advisers of the Victorian Certificate of - '
BARDEN Robert Communlcatlon technology
‘Delmar, 1990 § .

-~ISBN 0827332254 - - [621 382]

" Education as a resource for students of year 11
_ Australian studies, this is also a most apposite text for

Statistical methods and Technology and the consumer
modules of the NSW Applied studies syllabus. It is

clearly set out and logically developed and gives a
~ thorough examination of the uses (and misuses) of
demographic information. The sectionsongraphsand

questionnaires are part1cularly enhghtemng A most
useful resource. o

LEV: Middle secondary Upper secondary
AVAIL Paper $19 50

- VERMA, 'Surendra The Australian dlctlonary of

' science, technology and the envn'onment Nelson,

1991

‘ISBN017'0079163 o ~ [503]

: Contalmng over 4000 entries, this d1ctlonary has been

complled to meet the needs of Australian secondary -
science students. Itincludesterms unique to Australian-

- scienceand those widely used in the Australian media,
which perhapsaccountsfor the definitionof yellowcake
ascolloquial; the Macquarie Dictionary ismore specific.
The language used in this book is simple and clear,
- definitions are givenan Australian contextand thereis.

brlef biographical information on eminent Australian
- scientists past and present. Useful tablesare included -

- intheappendices and pertinent diagrams throughout.
LEV: Lower secondary Middle secondary Upper
secondary’ .

AVAIL: Paper $19 95 SCIS 706863

" The Australian Medical Assoc1atlon guide to
medicines & drugs. Reader’s Dlgest 1990
ISBN 0864381565 =~ . o [615]

This book prov1des adv1ce and mformatlon on drugs
- and medicines which can be readily understood by a

~non-medical reader. An excellent reference, it contains
*'material relevant to the module;, Science and medicine,

by presenting a useful introduction to the

N pharmaceuticals used to treat illnesses specified ini the -

case study. A general section on drugs is followed by
profiles of 205 drugs, vitarins, minerals and drugs of
- abuse using a standard format for descriptions. Cross

SCIS 66779

AVAIL $21.95

references are easy to follow and the book has a good
glossary and index.

‘LEV: Middle secondary Upper secondary

AVAIL $47.00 . SCIS 671911

'Thenatureofcommumcatlon technical andcomputer o
aided drawing, graphic reproduction, photographs . -

and motion pictures, electrohic communication and

_the future of integrated systems are the subjects of this’
.work. Colour photographs and diagrams abound ina _
text which uses clear language, defines essential terms -
and uses a limited amount of jargon. It is applicableto
the modules, Applications of computer controlled

- systems and Technology of communication systems. - -

LEV: Middle secondary Upper secondary
AVAIL $46 9%5 :

MCcCUEN, Gary'Endmg war againstthe earth. GaryE.-
" McCuen Hudson, 1991 (Ideas in conflict series)
»ISBN 086596081X o : - [333.7]

Auseful stlmulus to thinkmg onenvironmentalissues, -

such as populatlon greenhouse effect and ozone

"depletion, is provided in this series. A number of
differing viewpoints are given from a wide variety of

sources(mostly USA), withdiscussion guidanceoffered

attheend of each of the themes. Both thepurpose ofthe =~
viewpoint expressed, and the means of expressionare "
addressed. Excerpts are short, clearly and succinctly -

argued in a conversational style but some difficulties

‘may arise from words. like “infrastructure’ used in

differentcontexts. There isnoindexbuta b1bllo graphy
is provided. :
LEV: Middle secondary Upper secondary

“LAIDLER, Greg Envu‘onmental chemlstry Longman

Cheshire, 1991

ISBN 058287114X 5]

Thisbook providesan Australian perspectiveon study '
of the environment, concentratmg on the chemical

processes at work. It gives a useful background to

 scientific concepts basic to several modules, including

Scientific research, Science -and medicine and The

Environment. Topics covered include air and water
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AVAIL: Paper $25.00
SCIS 711035' : T

 LEV: Upper secondary
. "AVAIL: $125.00 -
: SCIS 669146 '

H

‘ pollutants, pesticides, nuclear industry, radiation,
- waste -disposal and recycling. chemistry. A

comprehensive index and glossary are included, as
well as boxed information for further research. A
number of experlments are linked to issues ralsed
LEV: Upper secondary -

AVAIL.I Paper $21.99 SCIS 698153

" MYERS, Norman The Gala atlas of future worlds
- Penguin, 1991 . : .
ISBN 0140130527 - v- 4[306] :

This book dlscusses in a clear and readable way, the

- Gaian concept that the earth i is more like an ecosystem .

thananorganism. Itoutlines the human environmental
crisis the earth faces, and ways to make a better world
in the future. Arranged in 3 sections which cover:

" . pressures on the planet; impacts and outcomes at

global, regional and personallevel;and futureoptions.
Well illustrated, thought provoking material, dealing
with a separate issue on each facing 2 pages. Especially
useful for modules, The environment and Technology
and the consumer.

LEV: Middle secondary’ Upper secondary

Genetic engmeermg education klt CSIRO, 1992

ISBNO643052976 S L [575 1]

‘A var1ety of resources and 1nformatlon of relevance to

the module, Scientific research, is contained in this kit.

_Two lively videos explain the basis of recombinant

DNA technology, deplct currentapplicationsand raise

social and ethical issues. Notable Australlans offer
differing viewpoints on genetic engineering in the

second video. A collection of articles from the CSIRO
magazme Rural research, while relevant, will need
heavy teacher interpretation of language and
presentation of information. Over 30 student activities
provide a starting peint or a framework for student
research. Cloth and paper DNA models are useful
inclusions.

'VBLASHFIELD Jean Globalwarmmg ChlldrensPress,b
.1991 ' .
- ISBN 0516055011 ’ _ T [363 73]

A pro]ectlon of condltlons of life in North Amerlca

following global warming introducesand sets the tone
of this book. The composition, function and processes
of the greenhouse effect and ozone gas are explained,

and- the consequences of excesses and depletion are

examined. Possible solutions are discussed; and

immediate personal action by md1v1duals

SCIS 669574

- SCIS 7l1116
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recommended Thls is a readable book wr1tten in a

_narrative style in large clear print, with many, mostly

colour photographs, some simple graphs and maps. -

“Includes a glossary and index.

LEV: Lower secondary Mlddle secondary Upper '

* secondary

AVAIL: $31.95 _SCIS 692077

LEVER Ruth A gulde to common 1llnesses Penguin,
1990

_ISBN0140113339 S (6161

This book prov1des useful mformatlon on 2 of the

diseases, asthma and diabetes, which may be studied -
~in the module, Science and medicine. A guide to

common illnesses, each section contains a definition -
and explanation -of symptoms and diagnostic .
techniques. Both orthodox and complementary or
‘alternate’ treatments are described. Self-help
suggestions are given where relevant. A glossary,
index of complementaryremediesand detailed general
index énhance the clear language and 51mple ‘
presentation of this useful reference: ' :
LEV: Middle secondary Upper secondary

AVAIL: Paper $17.99 - . .SCIS 667245

High tech, hlgh co$t? technology, soc1ety and the
environment. Pan Australia, 1991 -
ISBN. 0330272527 : [363.70994];

These fourteen essays prov1de a well-balanced_
assessment of biological and other environmental and

_economic - problems, both. present and future. The

various authors are all specialists, and the level .of
language makesthebook suitable eitheras background :
reading for teachersor for outstanding students. There -
is a good index, useful glossary, bibliography and -

suggested further reading. One or two essential

diagrams are included but ne.pictures. The book has

" relevance for aspects of the Applied studies syllabus

with its coverage of populatlon environment, genetic
engineering, computers, ocean and air pollutlon and
energy. : '
AUD: Professional . S

- SCIS 677622

' AVAIL: Paper $14.95
How is it done? Reader s Dlgest 1990 : -
' ISBN 027642008X . _ - [500] - ..

[

' Explanatlons of a wide variety of common (and some

notsocommon) questions, mostly technological, mostly

. current, some for fun, are arranged here in 12 themes..

Themesinclude wondersof themedical world, marvels
of science and how does it work? The illustrations,
mostly in colour, afe apt; diagrams and maps are
prov1ded when approprlate The index:

“Scan Vol 11 N02May 1992 _
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comprehensive . and
explanations are clear
" and ‘to the point. The
print is regrettably
small, but the book is a
- wonderful browse for
" anyone and is relevant
to several modules of
the Applied studles
syllabus.

'LEV: Lower secondary
“Middle secondary
“Upper secondary
AVAIL: $47.00 -

SCIS 681717

BELL Wendy Informatlon technology and you an
introduction. Arnold, 1990

ISBN 0713183586 (30341

’ Thlsvolume examines the3 components of information

technology: information, computer. technology and -
communications networks. It is very clearly written,
with many relevant examples and- illustrations. .

Arranged by chapters using an ‘areas of study’
approach; each chapter contains abroad discussion as

well as‘frames’ which expand on ideasin the main text

- and provide further activities. Very relevant to the
modules Applications of computer controlled systems
. and Technology of commumcahon systems

- LEV: Upper secondary: ‘ "

© AVAIL: Paper $16.95° SCIS 661549

BELL, Wendy Information technology and you: -

~ people, processes and systems. Arnold, 1990
ISBN 0713183837 -~ o [303 48]

. More diff_icul‘t.tha'n'the introductory text by the same
authors, this is nevertheless an excellent resource for

teachers and those studentsinterested in computingor -

information systems. It deals with their use and effect
in daily life at home and work, and society as a whole.

Many suggestions are provided for teachers in an -

‘interesting and informative text. It has the especial
merits of clarity of language and Austral1an
provenance. :
AUD: Professional
LEV: Upper secondary

- AVAIL: Paper $19.95 © 5CI5.692145

- CUSUMANGO, Alan Information ltechnol'o'gy in

business: people, systems, procedures VCTA, 1991
ISBN 0868594296 - - [658].

- This book is-a useful resource for the‘modu'le,

Applications of computer controlled systems. An_ :

Scan Vol 11No2May 1992 .

'AVAIL Paper $19.95.

‘extended case study of a small Australian business

forms the core of the book; so thatissues, problems,and

. concepts in the use of computer systems relate to this
* practical situation. The book’s focus includes: nature
of information technology, components of computer -

systems and the impact of inforration technology on
individuals, organisations and society. Well written

- with many illustrations and diagrams, it includes an
‘index and detailed glossary. Although intended as a
“text to support a Victorian course in information
“ technology, content and approach is very relevant to-

. Applied studies. : :

LEV: Upper secondary -
AVAIL: Paper $25.00

WOODHOUSE, David Information- technologyt
theory, applications and 1mpact. Dellasta, 1991
ISBN 0947138897 o : [303.48]

Initial impression is rather offputtmg, bemg one of :
solidity and earnestness, butcloserexaminationreveals

a clear exposition in-jargon-free -conversational

language which is not merely readable but hasa touch .
of humourand arouses sustainable interest in the role, .
effect and control of information technology. Not for -

beginners, thisbook is best suited for teachers and able

~ studentsasa sourceof ideasand fascinating information -

which is applicable to two modules, Applications of

computer controlled systems and Significant
- technological - achievements. Includes an extensive

bibliography, a very useful list of abbrev1at1ons and
index. S

AUD: Professional

LEV: Upper secondary . -
AVAIL: Paper $34.95

'DE FIGUEIREDO ]ohn Introducmg mformatlon
" technology. Jacaranda, 1991 o N .
’ ISBN 0701627271 =~ : [303 4] -

Although wnttenasa textbookfora recently 1ntroduced
coursein information technology in Victoria, thisbook
contains useful material for the module, Applications
of computer controlled systems. It-provides a broad

introduction to types of information, components of

computer systems and ways computers are used to

~ . solve problems. Two- detailed case studies look at
- computer systems in a public library and a fast food
Testaurant. A large part of the book discusses the -
“impact of information technology on the jndividual -

and society. Clear black and white photographs, some

- diagrams and an index support the text. Each chapter

has summary questions and exercises.
LEV: Upper secondary '

SCIS 703388

are ‘among . the great

- human, social and historical

"and its proof. Each step of the
‘proof is explained clearly in:a
- way thatdoesnotrequirea high -
level of mathematical understanding. Although there

" SCIS 689678
. _ AUD: Professional

: SCIS 680719
o . "AVAIL:$37.90 - :
- EVAL: Highly recommended
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PETOCZ, Peter Introductory statlshcs Nelson 1990

_ ISBN0170078795 R , [519. 5]

An excellent textbook w1th agood introductory hlstory
to both statistics and probability theory. There are well
chosen examples, plenty of exercises and questions,
and lots of relevant applications. Applicable to the

- Statistical methods and Mathematical ideas modules,
itis veryreadable;and informationis clearly expressed
- A good general text for statistics.

LEV: Upper secondary
AVAIL: Paper $32.95

. DUNHAM, WilliamJourney throughgenius: thegreat -

theorems of mathematics. Wiley, 1990 . _
ISBN' 0471500305 : o [510.9]

Hippocra'tes,, Archi‘medes,‘
Euclid, Newton and Bernouilli

mathematicians whose lives |
and theorems are investigated
in this highly readable book.
Each chapter provides a brief

background to a mathematical
idea, then presents the theorem

are no illustrations and diagrams are few but relévant,

_anindex and list of further reading is included. This is
a very useful teacher reference for the module

Mathematical ideas.

AVAIL: $39.90

BRENNAN, Richard Levrtatmg.trams and kamikaze

- genes: technologlcal literacy for the 1990s. erey, 1990
ISBN 0471622958 - h [600]

‘With its conversatlonal style, this book gu1des the

reader into. an understanding of technolog1cal
developments and basic scientific principles behind

- much of the course: It begins with a 50 question quiz
covering: space, biotechnology, computer technology, -
~ environmental ‘issues, energy, superconductivity,

medicine, transportation and weapons and arms
control. Each chapter contains an explanation of key

- terms. Diagrams and tables are clear and simple,

although there are no pictures. With its.content and

-approach this book is.an excellent readable resource

for students and teachers.
LEV: Upper secondary -

SCIS 686088

SCIS 652453 -

LEV: Middle secondary Upper secondary -

SCIS 659893

HACKER, Michael lemg with technology Delmar o
. 1988 .
" ISBN 0827332483 Tl [600]

There are aspects of dated content in this book which -

) _reﬂect1ts 1988 pubhcat1on date. However, whatitdoes
do quite well is emphasise the history of technology

from ancient times to the modern. This perspective of -

.technologlcal development over time is applied to

communication, = building, - manufacturmg,

- trangportation and medicine. The main text is

supported- well by colour illustrations and
supplementary boxed information but American
examples and language are at times distracting. An
index and glossary are included.

AVAIL: $46 95 SCIS 480097 '

.LOVITI‘ Charles Maths problem solvmg & modellmg -
for year 11. Nelson, 1991

ISBN 0170086895 ' : -~ [510. 76
B : SCIS 703100

LOVITI‘ Charles Maths problem solvmg &mod ellmg

_for year 12. Nelson, 1991

ISBN 0170086909 S 07l

These two excellent books
were written to support the-
VCE mathematics syllabus
_but are applicable to school -
programs in NSW. Not
specifically applicable to a
‘particular module of the
Applied studies syllabus
and notintended as sources
of information, they do

stimulus material - for
problem solving in some
: - areasofsome modules such
as Technology and the consumer and Applied
mathematical skills. Very readable, with fascinating
project ideas based on real life problems
LEV: Upper secondary
AVAIL: Paper $17.95

SCIS 703100 -

'AASENG Nathan Over-populatlon crisis or

challenge? Watts, 1991

'ISBN 0531110060 S - [363.9] :

In simple language and good sized print this is a well

_put- together and wide-ranging investigation of the -
_economic, politicaland moralaspects of overpopulation

both historically and today. The pressures placed on
the world’s natural resources in spite or because of
advancesin technology, elgh heavrly inthe ecologlcal
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_ balance. There are succinct accounts of the practices

and problems of birth control for a variety of countries,

cultures and religions. Relevant, in particular to the

Environment module of the Applied studies syllabus,

it provides source notes, an extensive bibliography,

and an index.-

- LEV: Middle secondary Upper secondary
AVAIL: $19.95 o

'GUNTON, Tony The Penguin dictionary of

. information technology and computer sc1ence
.Penguin, 1992 .
- ISBN 0140512403 L _ v [004.03]

This dictionary focuses on the vocabulary and jargon
of new information technologies; operation of the
information technology business; applications of
. computers; personal computers and office automation;
and key programming terms. The author attempts to
keep pace with the rapid rate of change in this area by

expanding onemerging technologies, suchas hypertext
and optical disks, which he considers will increase in .

importance. This is a valuable reference book but the

level of language makesit more useful for teachersand

the more able senior secondary students.
AUD: Professional
LEV: Upper secondary

AVAIL: Paper $14.95 SCIS 480097

HEYCOX Kay A question of survival. ABC»

- Enterprises, 1991 _ v
ISBN 0733300111 4 o [304.2]

Basedon the 1990 ABC TV series of the same name, this -
"bookiis alively set of essays on important world issues -

“of this decade and beyond such as pollution (air,
water), conservation (soil, flora, fauna), global
' warming, climate change and population pressures.
Comments from well-known Australian and

international environmentalists are interspersed

throughout the essays. Although itiseasy toread there

is no index and no illustrations. Relevant to almost
every module of the Applied studies syllabus. A short

list of possible further reading is given.
'LEV: Middle secondary Upper secondary -
AVAIL: Paper $16.95 SCIS 672228

DALTON Les Radiation exposures Scribe Newham ‘.

1991

ISBN 0908011199 ' _' [362 11

This book presents a strongly argued case for the
reassessment and improved safety monitoring of the
use of radiation emitting equipment and materials. A
number of public health issues are examined, in
' particular toxic effects of rad_iatiOn such as X-rays,

SCIS 675598 .

microwaves and nuclear energy. Scientific research

findings are outlined in a very readable way, and

numerous examples presented to support arguments.

An extensive bibliography and chapter notes provide

avenues for further research.

LEV: Upper secondary
AVAIL: Paper $19.95

'NIELSEN, Ann Science and life: work, leisure,

technology and the environment. Oxford UP, 1991 :

ISBN 0195532244 . o lee0l

. Initially devised as a text for the course Science for life,
this book has some sections of relevance to Applied '
studies. These are, in particular; consumer science,
biotechnology, communications and the science of .
toys, although general concepts are clearly explained. -

Topics .in the book are thematically arranged, but

-activities maybe adapted orused asa starting point for

discussion or further research. Suitable for mixed ability

groups, the language is straightforward, with ample
illustrations and diagrams and a comprehenswe-

.glossary.

LEV: Middle secondary Upper secondary -
AVAIL: Paper $29 95 ' SCIS 686726

'YOUNG John Sustaining the earth the past, present

& future of the green revolution NSW University

Press, 1991 ; o )
ISBN 086_8402605 : o . [363 7]

An historical approach to-the
green revolution which is
gives a good evaluation of the
~ controversial matters and a
futures, some distinctly

index, large and detailed
bibliography and suggestions

* for further reading There are no illustrations. Thisisa
~valuable guide into the large, confused and
- controversial issue of the environment but is best

suited for teachersand some students witha particular

" interest in this topic.

AUD: Professional
AVAIL:_Paper $19,.95

GOETSCH Dav1d Technology and' you. Delmar 1987

- ISBN. 0827326629 . _ o [600]

Al though published in 1987 and heav1ly American in
style and content, this book contains much useful

Scan Vol 11 No 2 May 1992 .

" SCIS 678414 .

AVAIL: $44.95

~* with good use made of colour photographs and
“diagrams, boxed information and a glossary.

traced to its. origins centuries:
(or millenia) ago, this book

‘current - position - of
reasonable estimateof possible

unpleasant. It has a sound

‘_ SCIS 677768
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- information for the module,‘ Significant technological'
-achievements. Chapters cover the technology of

manufacturing, transport,engineering, electronics and
agriculture. A chapter which discusses health careand

medical technology has relevance to the Science and
medicine module. The style is not overly technical, -
‘with many everyday examples presented. Very well
‘illustrated with glossary, index and extensive use of-

circular diagrams for explanation of concepts.
LEV: Middle secondary Upper secondary

WILLIAMS Charles F. Technology at work South-

Western, 1987 - : v
ISBN 0538163003 . e [306]

| Recently available rather than recently published, this

book provides a simple explanation and introduction
to. many of the concepts and ideas in Applied studies,

in particular the module, Significant technological-

achievements. Developmentsin technology arerelated

to working environments and career prospects. While -
the career aspect is both American and somewhat
_outdated, the presentation of technological change in,’

for example, mechanisation in agriculture and the

assembly line in manufacturing, . provides a good

starting point for less able students. The text is simple,

LEV: Middle secondary Upper secondary -
AVAIL: $33.95 - SCIS 607330

WILLIAMS, Charles F Technology for tomorrow.
South-Western, 1985 =

ISBN 0538162503 - - . . [600]

¥

ﬁ Although not recently published, this book provides,

particularly for less able students, a general
introduction to what technologies are and how they
combine to serve people. The book’s 3 main areas of
physical technology, biotechnology and information

. technology, explainand illustrate underlying concepts

scis 403845
HACKER Michael Robert Technology in your world

Significant technological achievements and
Applications of computer controlled  systems. A
companion volume to Technology at work, this book
is broader in scope and less vocationally oriented. It
has ‘a similar colourful well-organised layout ‘and
simple style; its American orientation is less of a

problem.
LEV: Middle secondary Upper secondary
AVAIL: $3395 : o SCIS 711235

Delmar, 1992

) ISBN 0827344252 o - [600]

- Des1gned for USA school technology education‘

programs, this publication has relevance to the 3

technology modules of the Applied studies syllabus..
* The Janguage is straightforward (once technological

terms are grasped) and headings and subheadings
keep information in easily digestible chunks. Problem

-solving is a central theme, with suggestedactivities

detailed. Key terms are given with each chapter and

there is a glossary and index. A good reference tool,

well supplied with colour 1llustrations to illustrate

'concepts

LEV: Middle secondary Upper secondary
AVAIL: $46 95 :

SMALLWOOD Mary Understanding diabetes.

Houghton Mifflin, 1990

. ISBN 0867701161 ' 1616.4]

Diabetes, a condition affecting 3% of the population is
discussed in a clear, accessible’ way, with apt use of
tables, figures and black and white illustrations.

- Although quite detailed, the information is well

organised, with both a brief and more lengthy chapter
summary presented at the beginning of the- book.

- Chapter 2 provides relevant information on thé
development and use of pharmaceuticals in the

treatment of diabetes. A glossary and index aids

’research Useful for the module, Science and medicine

LEV: Middle secondary Upper secondary

e .Ed“Catio;'f -
+ Households

in several modules, including SCience and medicine,
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Busmess studles textbooks do they make the grade”

Bill Hutcheson teaches Business studies at Syd ney ' Boys H1gh School and hasa Bachelors and Masters Degree in Commerce -
Inthe follow,zng review article he critically examines some of the textbooks widely used by schools teaching Business S tudies -

to students in years 11 and 12. The books have been arranged alphabetzcally by the author 's surname.

: The relatlvely new 2 unit Business studies syllabus was examined at the Higher School Cert1f1cate for the f1rst '

timein 1991. Since its approval as a course of study for years 11 and 12 publishers have responded by promoting

.- anumber of textbooks aimed at this market. What follows is.an assessment of a number of textbooks currently

bemg used in the teachmg of Busmess Studies.

’COOMBES .Robert and others Business studies: book 1. Social .Science Press, l990 ISBN 0949218669 - [650]

Thisis notan easy text although the layout would lead you to believe otherwise. Many concepts are implicit and
require pointing out to the students who easily miss the point. Activities are at the end of each chapter and not
interspersed. While its coverage of the accounting function component, cash flow and management accounting

- is excellent, there are some aspects, like critical path analysis, which may challenge some students but may not '
be relevant to the syllabus. For this text to be effective a lot of preparation is required by the teacher since a_
workbook is really needed to supplement the text. There is an interesting chapter on the year 12 core topic The

dynamic nature of business which weighs heavily on marketing, some of which is also useful for the year 12

- option, Marketing. However other aspects to do with The dynamic nature of business are lacking or covered in

insufficient depth. These include profitability in. relation to forward planning, profitability as a function of
- accounting and financial management, and the changmgtechnologlcal competltlveand economic environment.
 AVAIL: Paper $2495. . . , e o SCIS 710846,

‘ COOMBES Robert Busmess studles book 2 Soc1a1 Sc1ence Press, 1991

ISBN 0949218987 | S ‘ LT e [650]

This book covers the year 12 options and is a good startlng point. However it does not cover the optlons in
sufficient depth and needs to be supplemented by other resources. - :
" AVAIL: Paper $26 95 o _ o _ T _SCIS 677445

DUNN Colln Business Basics. CCH 1991 o o ' T - : S
ISBN 186264270 : A - o S - [650.0994]

This book is well produced with distinctive print, eyecatchlng layout and photographs d1spersed through the .

~ text.The language is stralghtforward and simple giving this text partlcular applicability to less capable students.

The text is interspersed with boxed activities, somewhat repetitive in desrgn, but which either involve stimulus - -

material within the text or individual research drawing on the student’s own experience or environment.
However student centred activities suchas multlple choice, cloze, matching exercisesand other types oflearning
~ strategies are lacking. In some areas the content is somewhat shallow. Further supplementatlon would be

required for business organisation, the life cycle of the flrm cash flow, and the support services of accounting
and marketing. -

"AVAIL: $28.00 . o ; " o SCIS683087"

HARPER Graham Introducmg business studles book 1. He1nemann Educatlonal Australia, 1991
ISBN 085859577X . _

-The syllabus is reasonably well covered by this text although the layout is fairly repetitive. Each chapter is
interspersed with short review comprehension questions on each sub-toplc together with pertinent case studies.’

At the end of each chapter are research activities for students and practice in multlple choice questions. The text

would need to be supplemented by more student centred activities and exercises employlng a w1der scope of

. teaching strategies or methods. : - :
AVAIL $24 95
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HAYWARD Harold Business in Austraha book 1. Oxford Un1ver51ty Press, 1991

. ISBN 0195532260 - o : . S [658]‘

- This is a most comprehenswe text w1th a degree of d1ff1cu1ty su1table for more able students. It is 1nterspersed

with student review questions, including multiple choice, and an elaborate array of consolidation and research

- activities at the end of each chapter. Case studies and press media stimuli are short and appropriate. The sections

on accounting and financial management are academically rigorous, explicit and interesting. The text employs
an analytical approach familiar to economics students and there is an excellent chapter on how the economic

_environment affects business. However some parts of the book are overly arduous while other areas would -
" require further amplification. There is too much detail on the history of business in Australia while additional -
*_information is required on management accounting (especially breakeven ana1y51s) cash ﬂow projections and
__equity financing (for example types of shares ina pubhc company)

AVAIL: $24.95 L _ C L 8IS 692356
SYKES, Don Businiess studies: anmtroductlon Longman Chesh1re 1992 o :
ISBN 0582875668 , . , _ - : " [650]

An interesting and varied layout w1th much stimulus matenal 1nclud1ng graphs and statistics and concepts in
diagrammatical format make this an excellent text for student centred learning. There are plenty of student

- activities involving either the stimulus material within the text and/or additional research by students. Each’

section of a chapter has comprehension questlons and at the end of each chapter are interesting consolidation

-and review activitieswhichincludecloze exercises, matching true/false responses, multiplechoice, interpretation
of statistics or graphs, ideas for the business assignment and more. If used as a text some topics would require
- extension. These include the economic environment (CPI and other economic indicators), financial accounting -

and consumier protection legislation. There are a few pages on the Pacific Rim countriesin relation to technology
and foreign trade which could be useful in introducing the 3 unit option Iriternational Business. In addition the
text has a valuable simulation exercise for breakeven analysis using Microsoft Excel. Overall this is an excellent

_text for most students with plenty of varlable exercises and act1v1t1es o
AVAIL Paper $21.99 : . ‘ - o B S S 8CIS 710543

Beyond the Textbook : :
While the use of a core textbook with students has its merlts no one book would be suff1c1ent to cover the entire

course. It.is essential to make use of a variety of learning résources including video and/or television,
newspapers, business magazmes the Business Lmks Program and visiting speakers from the school commumty

'Teachers catermg for the needs of gifted and talented students may wish to consider extractmg mformatlon from

university texts, from legal documents such as statutes or-use computerised information systems including
business management assmulatlon games, spreadsheets or word processmg packages Such activities keep the
interest level hlgh :

An 1nvaluable resource‘is the Small Buslness Office of the NSW Govemment (Tel: (02) 895 (0555 or outs1de the

~ Sydney Metro Area 008 451 151). The office produces a range of information in formats such as posters, .
. pamphlets and videos. It also has lesson plans on topics such as what makes a business winner, getting finance

and calculating cash flow. Its services are particularly helpful when assisting students plan their business
assignment. The business assignment usually involves students setting up or/and researching a business and -
many experience some difficulty in going about this task. When programming teachers should conslder

- . including lessons in bus1ness planning which 80 beyond what is offered by the textbooks -

Do you have expertlse toshare?If you would like to evaluate curriculum materlals ina syllabus '
" area please. contact Hazel Vlckers, SCIS Rev1ew Coordmator or the editors on: :

Phone: (02) 808 9490
Fax: (02) 808 9413.
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N Pi‘cture books B

Tﬁe followi'r‘ig ﬁction biblibgrhphies_, arra_rlged alphabetically by ti’tle, have re_cently been vreviewed by _the SCAN team.

STONE Kazuko G. Allgay saves the stars Scholastic,
1992
-ISBN 0590443828

A11gay’s characters, exhlbltmg prmc1pled behav10ur
" with realistic lapses, and an entertaining. storyline

combine in this appealing picture book. Aligay’s

interstellar adventureis beautifully depicted in Stone’s
- rich, exuberant, illustrative style. Highlights include
the shimmering image of Stardust Beach edging the
Milky Way and Aligay’s means of returning to Earth.
The events, foibles, problems and their solutions, all
gloriously illustrated, speak to the child within every
reader, regardless of age. B. Mitchell -
LEV: Preschool Lower primary

- '/AVAIL: $15.95. © SCIS 704842
- GAY Michel and PONTY Mon1que All alone Oxford

~UP, 1991 : :
r ISBN 0192799061

Two soft toys feel1ng lonely and ‘unwanted by
Christmas shoppers escape the store window to seek
something better outside. The world outside is cold,
huge and frightening, and soon the tiny kitten and the
bear want to return to the store but are lost and frozen.

A small child finds them and takes them to his home:

Whilst the story seems predictable the tension and

~ atmosphere created by the simple text, with its clever
" use of dialogue and the water colour illustrations,

~ invite the reader to empathlse w1th the plight of the
. toys. M. Ellis
LEV: Preschool Lower primary
AVAIL: $16.95. '

THIELE Cohn The Austrahan ABC." Weldon Kids,
1992
ISBN 1863021825

A rhyming couplet
introduces one
Australian plant
and animal on each
page of this
alphabet " book
Magpie sings in the
mulga tree, echidna
probes - the
eucalyptus for ants, .
wombat - finds
waratahs and so on.The story culminates in all the
" animals arriving for a conference. Attractive colour
illustrations by Wendy De Paauw add life to the text

' Scan Vol 11No 2 May 1992

" SCIS 707454 -

Decoratlve borders surround the 11vely dep1ctlons of

“the anthromorphised animals J. Buckley
- LEV: Preschool Lower primary

AVAIL: Paper $3.95 -

‘THOMSON Pat Beware of the aunts' Macm1llan ',b'
S 1991 :

ISBN 0333525248 -

There are too many aunts in this family, each of them-
. ‘excessivelyendowed withone unusual or embarassing
characteristic. Aunt Anne kisses too much, Aunt Jean

is too fussy about housekeeping, Aunt Susan is
forgetful, and the otherauntsarealso tobeavoided.In

-descrlblng each aunt there is much wry humour both
in the sparse text and softly coloured illustrations by

Emma Chichester Clarke. These eccentric aunts prove
to have advantages at the conclusion of this amusing

picture book, which will promote d1scus51on about
- family life. J. Buckley '

LEV: Middle primary Upper prlmary
AVAIL $16.95

DAY, Dav1d The big lie. P1cad1lly Press 1991

ISBN 1853401102

"Tall tales by the river, as told by the town’s 2 gangs, the

River Rats and the Road Dogs. A nostalgic view of

childhood 50yearsagoinarural Americancommunity,

thisstoryinvolvesa giant catfish,a mischievious prank

and a tale told often enough to become.a legend. -
Evoking the mood of Huckleberry Finn, this-
atmospheric and imaginative picture book is greatly
- enriched by Mark Entwhistle’s glorious watercolours,

which combine soft glowmg colour w1th varied

perspectives. J. Buckley
LEV: Middle primary Upper pnmary

AVAIL $18.95 SCIS 701956

_ LENNIE David Car-rumba. Angus&Robertson 1992

ISBN 0207167249

Remmlscent of Peter Carey’s The tax mspector thlS

picture book centres on a used car salesman and his .
odd family. Since this oneis fora considerably younger -
age group, Lennie’s family exk:itsratherlessantisocial .

behaviour than Carey’s, but the prose which (horrors!)

“isn’t prose but contrived rhyming verse of the worst.

sort, isn’t quite up to Carey’s. Theillustrations by Peter
Kendall have anappropriately airbrushed appearance

and complement the rhyming verse admirably. But, '

while I th1nk the book-overall is rather dreadful i

SCIS 706076

* LEV: Preschool Lower primary

SCIS 703302

"AVAIL: $17.95

| suspect that this is one which won’t langu1sh on the _

shelf; I'd be surprised 1f its target audience d1dn tlove
it. F. Gardiner = - :
LEV: Lower primary Middle pnmary o
AVAIL $17. 95 SCIs 706397_
GRAHAM, Amanda Clnderella/Alex and the glass
slipper. Keystone,1991

- ISBN 0947212981

’ Cmderella is retold by Amanda Graham adequately
But turn the book over, startat the ‘back’ and you have
a delightful new fairy tale in which Alex takes on the -

traditional female downtrodden role. Aided and

abetted by his feisty lady, Polly, he eventually shows

more than a little gumptlon and a healthy disregard
for the offer of marriage to the princess. Brightly

coloured, wacky Illustrations complement the text..

This will be fun to read aloud and would also provide
a good basis for oral and written language work. F.
Gardiner -

AVAIL: Paper $6.95

- LUNN, Helen Dlgger's mate. Aird Books, 1991
ISBN 094721416X .

If for nothing else, this book would: be of 1nterest as

_ Clifton Pugh’s last book. There is much else, however.
His evocative pen and watercolour draw1ngs support .
' quitea long text which is unremarkable except for its'
~ unassuming, appealing simplicity and realism. Digger-
has his wet doggy nose put right out of joint when

Joyce performs a wildlife rescue upon ababy wombat.

~ The environmental message is -put strongly but not. -
aggressively as we see Joyce replace the mother worribat's
pouch with an old jumper and Digger learn the lesson that -

~wild animals cannot be owned. F. Gardiner

LEV: Lower primary Middle pr1mary
AVAIL: Paper $8 95

Dragon poems Oxford Unlver51ty Press 1991
ISBN 0192760963 4

' Fire-breathing monsters hold some ‘mysterious but
undeniable appeal for children and almost constitute
their own genre in-children’s literature, so the success

of this work is almost assured. Dragons of all sorts
feature in this collection of 23 poems: f1ery, friendly,

“baby, pathetic, tame, dying, lonely — and even Polar

dragons who breathe frost instead of fire. There is also
a variety of settings, styles and forms. The general

standard is high; poets include Jack Prelutsky, Tony -
- Bradman and Max Fatchen. Korky Paul’s colourful, .
zany illustrations embellish the poems very effectively.

F. Gardiner ,
LEV: Lower primary Middle primary

. AVAIL: $19.95 o

scIs 69469_6 |

AVAIL: $17.95

SCIS 692294

SCIS 695901
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SIS, Peter Follow the dream ]ul1a MacRae 1991

“ISBN 1856810232 :

" In_this, the 500th anniversary of Chr1stopher
‘Columbus’ s voyage to the ‘new world’, itis inevitable

that there will be a plethora of commemorative works
invarious media. Iftheyareall asrestrainedly stunning, .
as' this one, his. voyage will have been.almost

* worthwhile. Information is provided in beautifully .

integrated text which is minimal and direct, and

. illustration which is exquisite and evocative of the era.

which spawned men who were willing to “follow a,
dream’, even unto the nightmarish edges of the world,
and at least one woman who was inspired enough to

_provide the means to allow Columbus to realise that
dream. F. Gardiner

LEV: Lower primary M1ddle pr1mary Upper prlmary
Lower secondary
S_CIS 712442-

VON HERTZEN Catar1na Four-eyed monster.

- Lothian, 1991

ISBN 0850914515

" New glasses are the problem and Alex takesrefu ge in

the school library. His 3 friends find him, recount 3
stories about children who really are different,. and
Alex manages to accept the new glasses. This is a:

~ simply structured story which tackles a situation and
- imaginatively explores a solution. Vibrantly coloured -

illustrations contribute much to the success of this -

- cohesive picture book, which uses fantasy effectlvely

and is not heavy handed. J. Buckley
LEV: Lower primary M1ddle primary i :
SCIS 698381

JUNGMAN, Ann Honest Mum I've looked
everywhere. Angus & Robertson 1992
ISBN 0207174741

* Lizzie couldn’t find her new, green pencil case. She
. looked in all of the places her mother suggested and -

found any number of ob]ects, appropriate and
inappropriate but there was no sign of her pencil case

- until the end. A series of circular cut-outs give the

reader a clue; this device would provide a good focal
point when reading aloud. The text is sufficiently
repetitive to provide some predictability and superb, -

detailed illustrations by Carol Jones accompany the
- textexactly so that they too could be used as anadjunct
-in deciphering the text, as well as prov1d1ng startlng,
. points for language. F. Gardiner

LEV: Preschool Lower prlmary

AVAIL: $17.95 - . SCIS 706331
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BRUMPTON Kerth Ig and Tlg stripto earth Orchard,
1991
ISBN 1852132930

" Aholiday notebook is presented in thls p1cture book
the observations of Ig and Tig, 2 aliens who decide to
v1s1tplanetearth Theyencountervarrous quainthabits
of earthlings, which are recorded in brief bemused
notes, lists and captioned colour illustrations. With

whimsical humour and bright well designed -

illustrations this is an entertaining picture book which
~ is accessible to a wide readership because of the high
interest level of the story and its short text. J. Buckley
LEV: Middle primary Upper primary -

- AVAIL: $19 95 SCIS 704898

LESTER Alison Isabellasbed Oxford 1991

o ISBN 0195532147

Luis and Anna always sleep in Isabella’s bed when
visiting their grandmother. There is a mystery
surrounding the bed and their grandmother’s

memories which isunravelled in this emotional picture

-book as the children journey to South America on the
bed and discover their grandmother’s secret. The
* innocent adventure of the children is countered by the
wistful recall of past romance as love, loneliness, and
the relationship between young and old are explored.
Well designed pages feature Lester’s characteristically ~
styled charming colourillustrations. Thisisa po1gnant
and intriguing romance. J. Buckley
. LEV: Middle primary Upper primary
" AVAIL: $17.95

SLATER, Teddy Llstemng w1th Zachary Macm1llan
1991 :
ISBN 0732912164

As.well as be1ng a perfectly acceptable picture book
this also aims to develop the ear of the young child for
rhyme. The general text rhymes but in addition on -
every fourth page the child is asked to nominate which .
- of the preceding lines rhymes with a particular word.
The correct line is featured at the beginning of the next
~ page. Excellent for reading aloud, this would be a
. welcome addition to the list of books for the about-to-
begin reader. F. Gardiner - - : :
LEV: Preschool Lower primary-
AVAIL: Paper

' DE PAOLA, Tomie Little Grunt and the big. egg
‘Ashton Scholastic, 1991
. ISBN 0868967963

. The endurlng theme of desrre for a pet is here set in
_ prehistoric times, when Little Grunt’sbig egg becomes

SCIS 699465

SCIS 696132

-~ AVAIL: $17.95

alarge dinosaur. Family pressure wins out, and Little

- Grunt s forced to part from his pet until the dinosaur .
- proves his loyalty to the family and a compromise is
found. Tomie de Paola’s illustrations employ his usual

strong-design and. careful use of colour. This is a

pleasant picture book which uses a high interest topic -

to make its point about the value of pets. J. Buckley

- LEV: Preschool Lower primary .
- AVAIL: $16. 95_

PIZER, Abigail Loppylugs Macmrllan 1991
ISBN 0333541650 B

' LOppylugs is-_a‘ cagecl rabbit, used to the comfort and -

love provided by Rosie, butlonging for the freedom of
the rabbits he sees in the wild. He spends a night
outside his cage when Rosie acc1dently leaves thedoor
open, but finds the hazards of life at large exceed its

“advantages. Well composed, softly coloured
illustrations enhance the story, capturing the evening -

mood of this straightforward tale which is s1mply and
satisfyingly told. J. Buckley ’
LEV: Preschool Lower primary
AVAIL: Paper $7.95

VAUGHAN, Marcia Milly Frtzwrlly’ s mousecatcher
Periscope Press, 1992
ISBN 0949714119.

_ M1lly F1tzW1lly has an old house which is overrun by

mice. She comes up with a number of imaginative
schemes for decreasing her mouse population, with

her final invention, a carnival fun fair, being most

succesful. Mice are an ideal sub]ect for the detailed,
humourous illustrations of Roland Harvey, which
increase-the fun of this lrght hearted picture book

_J.Buckley

LEV: Lower' pr1mary Middle primary
AVAIL: Paper $7. 95 K

LINTON Kate Mu'anda Oxford 1991
ISBN 0195533054 -

Miranda decides to rescue her toys, left outsideina

storm. Her task is undertaken at 2 levels - the actual
and theimagined. Sheimagines herself asa lighthouse

: keeper, rowing out on a hazardous mission while
collecting the toys from the garden. Illustrations on’

facing‘ pages tell each story, while the text recounts her
. imaginary journey. Employing arich palette of blues
_and greensenlivened with yellow, theillustrations are

a strong feature of this picture book, which allows.

young readers to experience 2 drfferent strands of a
story. J. Buckley : :
LEV: Preschool Lower primary
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SCIS 704185

~ scIs 70350_5 .

SCIS 708440 -

S In - the

"book, in'a far

SCIS 696270

TREZISE Percy Mungoon—gah the glant goanna :

"Angus & Robertson, 1991 -
ISBN 0207172005

Mungoon-gali is one of the'Kadimakara, the giant
animals whichlived in Australia 20,000 yearsago. This
p1cture ‘book ‘introduces these animals, and the

warnings used by Aboriginal people to protect their

children fromattack. The bulk of the story concerns the
adventures of 4 children who set off alone, are faced by
Mungoon-gali, shelter in a cave and cause a fire which

 drives the giant reptile away. It is a straightforward
story with plenty of action, but more of an adventure’
withchild protagonistsand a giant, dinosaur-likereptile -

‘thana work deeply linked to Aboriginallore. Trezise’s

distinctive colour paintings enrich the text.

" J. Buckley -

LEV: Lower primary Middle pr1mary
AVAIL $17.95

TREZISE Percy Nungadm and W1111]en Angus &

Robertson, 1992
ISBN 0207172145

: Percy Tre21se, in collaborat1on this t1me w1th Mary -

Haginikitas, gives us anothér Aboriginal Dreamtime

story, acknowledging in the foreword that the real -

storytellers. are Joogumu of the Gugu-Yalanji and
Toomacalin of the Olcula people. The poignant story,

. which has a very important message for the carers of
~ youngchildren, istold inaconversational styleechoing

the: traditional verbal transmission of Dreamtime

stories. Uncluttered, full colour illustrations extend -

the text and evoke the landscape F. Gardiner
LEV: Lower primary Middle pr1mary
AVAIL: $18 95 '

¥

SCIS 70_6841

] NORMAN, Lilith The paddock Random House, 1992
‘ISBN 0091826519

tradition of
My place and
Window, this

less -complex
way, traces
the changes
undergoneby
one patch of
land. And itis
the patch of
land that is

timeless: human footsteps may appear upon it, not
always particularly lightly trod but transitory
- nonetheless. Teachers across many years will find

SCIS 693160 ,
' - bushfire.Norarekoalas, referred to almost throughout
the book as furry bundles, terribly recognisable, their
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“plenty of material for discussion in this very attractive

work. The language, though within reach of young
children, isrichin descriptionand expression of feeling;
. thetextis very well supported by Robert Roennfeldt’s
very fine, colour illustrations. F. Gardiner

'LEV: Lower priiary Middle pr1mary Upper primary

AVAIL $17.95 . SCIS 710389

FOREMAN Mlchael Panda and the bushfxre Penguln '

11992

ISBN 0140541152 . -

An informal preamble tells us that Panda and his -
friend lion, whilstin Australia during aworld trip,are .
caught up in a bushfire. It is appropriate that we are

told that the story takes place in Australiabecause the
illustrations, beautiful though they may be, certarnly
bear. no resemblance to the Australian bush or a °

size being on a par with the panda. The story is banal :
and the'text undistinguished. This oneis definitely not

“worthy of Michael Foreman. F. Gardiner

LEV: Preschool Lower primary

AVAIL: Paper $7.99 + SCIS 704840

BRADFORD Clare Phllhp and ]ack the monster

'Angus & Robertson, 1992

ISBN 02071 67893

: Ph1111p, as is the wont of preschoolers tends towards
behaviour which is naughty but irresistible; partial - -

escape is achieved by blaming his imaginary friend

‘Jack the Monster. The therne has a familiarity but
. perhaps this is forgivable because of its extension into
-showing this as a phase from which Phillip learnsand

emerges as just that much more grown up. The colour
illustrationsby Ulrike Kundrus arebrightand earthily
appealing and a worthy adjunct to an unpretentious
text to which young children will relate. F. Gardlner
LEV: Preschool Lower pnmary

AVAIL $18.95 SCIS 705938

IKEDA, Daisaku The prmcess and the moon. Oxford )
1991 o
ISBN 0192716808

If you. arelooking fora spectacularly beautiful picture

- book, this combination of an appealing, polished story

and the luminous artwork of Brian Wildsmith should
be ideal. It is a fairy tale about the Shinings of children
on earth, moon beings who are able to lower the

defenses of personality and attitude to allow the .

children’s essential goodness to shine through. Sophie

'visits the moon to see her Shining.and to glimpse the
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true nature of some of her friends. The moon’s magical

realm is given glorious expression in the illustrations,
which demonstrate Wildsmith’s vibrant use of colour,
striking design and power of interpretation of the
elegantly written text. J. Buckley

LEV:Middle pr1mary Upper primary Lower secondary
AVAIL: $17.95 SCIS 694817

Graham Bob Rose meets Mr Wmtergarten V1k1ng,
1992
ISBN 0670843733

- The Summers fanuly (Mum Dad and the 3 k1ds) move
into theirnew house and immediately achieveahomey

_look, indoors and out. Nextdoor, however, isanything .
" but homey and -the neighbourhood children tell

gruesome stories of the occupant, Mr Wintergarten.
-Rose Summers is not to be intimidated, well, not too
intimidated; and she eventually meets the dreaded old
-man, who of course turns out to be not fearsome at all.
Bob Graham’s illustrations are delightful, although

exuberant work which will inspire young readersand
- bring rueful smiles to the faces of the1r parents

" J. Buckley - :
- 'LEV: Lower primary Middle pnmary Upper pr1mary
AVAIL: $17.95 - SCIS 704457

- _WHATLEY BruceThe ughestdogmthe world. Angus
- & Robertson, 1992 -
. ISBN 020717413X

~ Beauty is in the eye of the behOlder, as demonstrated
'by the boxer in this picture book We are offered many

viewpoints on the dog’s looks, both from the playful

text and the large cheerful illustrations. We see the

ugly dog as criminal, monster, Groucho Marx, bull,
clownand others, as perceived by everyone she meets.
Large, Softly coloured pencil illustrations flow over

. the uncluttered pages of this p1cture book. J. Buckley

LEV: Lower primary Middle primary

AVAIL: $17.95 - SCIS 706899

o overall this book lacks the originality and the subtle:

irony and humour of its predecessors. F Gardmer
. LEV: Lower primary

AVAIL: $16.95 . SCIS 707781

Rub-a-dub-dub Blackie, 1991
‘ISBN 021693091X :

It seems almost obligatory for illustrators to publisha

collection of nursery rhymes; this-is Val Biro’s
contribution' to the genre. All the old favourites are
“there and at the end there is a short selection of riddles

-and tongue twisters. The contents, which serves as

index, are listed alphabetically by first line. Val Biro’s
illustrations are splendid of course and if youare inthe
market for a new Mother Goose, this isa’ perfectly
acceptable choice. F. Gardiner

' LEV: Preschool Lower primary
AVAIL: Paper $14.95 -

WILD, Margaret The slumber party Ommbus, 1992
,ISBN 1862911177

Margaret Wlld may one. day be held responsible for
any upsurge in the popularity of slumber parties after

this picture book is enjoyed. She explores all the likely -

experiences of a slumber party with great style and
perception. Seven friends are invited to the party: We
witness their preparations, presented in a style similar
‘to that used in Clive eats alligators. Thestories expand
_and weave together as the varying emotional states,

and the fun and mayhem which ensue are captured in
finely honed text. Perfectly matched by David Cox’s -
lively,informal colourl_llustratlons thisisawonderfully

SCIS 700519

CIVARDI, Anne The. wacky book of witches.
Kingfisher, 1991 :
ISBN 0862726786 -

- If witches are what you want, here they are! In large
. format, aboundmg in colour and gruesome detail, the
_illustrations in this picture book are designed to be -
. pored over and enjoyed. They dominate the rhyming

text, which details the activities of Warty, as she
preparesa Halloween feast for all the witches of Cackle
Town. Manyvisual punsaboutall things witchy require
some previous understanding of the cliches
surrounding this topic. J. Buckley
LEV: Middle primary Upper primary -
AVAIL: $17 95 '

Budget tip

The following prices, prepared by

- Curriculum Materials Information Services
in Western Australia, may help in the .
development of budgets and subm1551ons

*Average cost of resources in 1991:

Primary. non-fiction '$23.71
' fiction . $14.99
Lower secondary non-fiction $25.28
Upper secondary non-fiction - $36.89
Secondary fiction - $12.61
Software K-12 - . $107.40
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* LEV: Middle primary

- SCIS 699570 % -

#Fiction for younger refade;rs |

' FlNE AnneAnneh the arthater Mammoth Reprlnted

1991
ISBN 0749705973

‘Notonly is Anneli’s curiosity satisfied, but she strikes
up a happy new relationship with her elderly next .

door neighbour when she explores a hidden upstairs
door. The revelations of this neighbour also convince
Anneli that paintings can sometimes be interesting.

Whilst there is nothing distinguished about the plot, .
. characterisation or style, this simple, straightforward
. story is perfectly acceptable and will appeal to young

readers. F. Gardiner =

AVAIL: Paper $7 50 ' SCISA685,719

- AVAIL: Paper $8:95 -

LEV: Upper primary, o C
. SCIS 704520

Canl keep him? Oxford, 1991
’ ISBN 0195533062 B

Here are stories about pets all’ deftly written and
illustrated with greatverve and charmby Betina Ogden. -
~They are entirely appropriate”for their intended
audience, well set out with large clear typeand would
be excellent to read aloud. The authors (including-

Colin Thiele, Libby Hathorn, Nan Hunt and Julia -

McClelland) convey the highs and lows of pet -
ownership, the pleasures as well as the practicalities.
Thehigh standard of design and illustration contribute

_ much to the appeal of this anthology. J. Buckley

HUNT, Julie The Answerman Hyland House 1991
ISBN 0947062793

v Who is Wimmer]J? Thisname on the letterbox fascinates

thechild narrator of thisi intriguingstory, whoi imagines:
him to be the Answerman, someone who can answer
some of life’s ~questions for her. Wimmer ] does not'
have the answers. He too. is battling, with loneliness

- and alcoholism, but is prompted to articulate some of

his own questions. This. deceptively simple story
addresses complex: issues. Angular, poignant

- illustrations by Maya place the characters within an
~urban setting rarely reflected in ‘writing for young

readers. They mirror the emotion generated by this
story, which in style and size i$ suited to newly

- independentreaders, demandingof them thought and_'

emotion. J. Buckley

- LEV:'Upper primary
~ AVAIL: $14.95

* SCIS 697667

HALL, Penny Better for everyone. Omnibus, 1992
ISBN 1862911096 -

Perhaps this novel will mollify some of those critics o.f‘
the plethora of “problem’ booksfor young readers. Oh -

there are problems—divorced parents, remarried father,
step siblings, financial difficulties — but the characters

have been so well pre-soaked, washed on the heavy . 5nq insight that has enabled his people to survive not -

duty cycle, and doused so liberally with softener that
they are whiter-than-white, cleaner-than-clean,

. sanitised, and so bland and boring. Children fromreal -
life d1srupted families, or even those from intact

families, who read thisbookare likely to wonder about

- theirown families in which people actually live; shout, -
- solve problems only with great difficulty, rather than

exist on some sweet plane where everyone smiles
vacuously, notices little and cares less. Jane Tanner's
cover illustration is outstanding. F. Gardiner

~ LEV: Lower primary Middle primary Upper primary

AVAIL: $17.95 , SCIS 6976

VAN LEEUWEN ]ean Dear Mum you'reruining my :
life. Pan Macmillan, 1991
ISBN0330319868 .

Sam(antha) isa wortier; whetherit’s concern about her_ ,
appearancy, friendships, the pain of having her loose |

- tooth given the final yank, or how to behave as a first- -

time babysitter, Sam is nervous. She is also facing the
-transition from child to ‘adult, more than a little
unw1ll1ng1y Although the setting is very clearly the
US, Sam’s doubts and fears are equally common in
Australia, and will strike a chord with many young
girls on the brink of adulthood. Van Leeuwen'’s
‘accessible and appealing style make this a worthwhile

~ addition to the collection. F. Gardiner -
. LEV: Upper primary

AVAIL: Paper $7.95 SCIS 704483

KIDD Diana The fat and ]ulcy place. Collms, 1991
ISBN0207167869

v .Usinghisown Styleand idiom, Jack, ayoungAborrgmal :

child, tells us his story. Essentially it is a tragedy but
Jack’s exuberance imbues the story with the earthy joy .

only- the past 200 years, but the preceding tens of _
‘thousandson thisharsh motherland. Asshe has shown
-us before, Diana Kidd has a special talent for. creating
character: Jack bursts into reality’ via his narrative,
‘introducing us along the way to his family and
community. There are no descriptive passages and yet
each character is a vividly drawn as a Van Gogh
sunflower. Bronwyn Bancroft's profuseblack and white
illustrations complementand break up the text making

thls a perfect book for the very newly 1ndependent
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reader its layered humour and drama will, however,
ensureits appeal formore mature readers. F. Gardmer
LEV: Middle primary Upper pr1mary

. AVAIL: Paper $7.95 SCIS 700521

~the frustrated apprentice of the wizard Bungli, who -

Please note that almost
all items reviewed are -
‘ recommended. _
The only exceptions are
' those which have an
EVAL statement
" 'Consider before buying
- or 'Not recommended’..
Exceptionally fine items
are given a B
'Highly recommended’
EVAL statement. =

KINGSLAND, Robin Hook, lme and stinker, Pan 1991
-ISBN 0330319930

The fishy inhabitants of the river have it-all over the
anglersin the fishing competition, despite the devious
tricks employed by some competitors. . The cheat
appears to prosper, until the fish intervene to cause.
havoc. Readers can turn the book over to enjoy an.
‘accompanying story, A fishy tale, which explores the
relationship between the local fish and. Carlos, a
dashing piranha who arrives on holiday.” Two
perspectives on the same events are provided, adding -

interest to these short stories for newly independent

- readers. Cartoon style line drawings accompany each

. sentence, and fun abounds. ]. Buckley

LEV: Middle primary

| AVAIL: Paper $6.95 SCIS 703546

‘MA”ITINGLEY Christobel Lizard log Hodder and
Stoughton, 1992 _
ISBN 0340412984

- This is a new edition of a story written in 1975, but its
themes of love of animals and care for their
maltreatment remain fresh. Tony observes and feeds

- blue tongues, jacky lizards, skinks and a goanna while

_ on a camping trip, eventually saving them from

poachers. Information is provided about the habits -

. and appearanceof thelizards, making the instructional

intent of - the story obvious at times, but interest is

maintained. Colour illustrations by-Walter Stackpool
are detailed, accurate and appealmg J. Buckley.

* - LEV: Middle primary :

AVAIL: Paper $8.95 SCIS 704687

" LEV: Upper primary Lower secondary -

- AVAIL: Paper $6.95.

ANDERSON ScoularThemaglc boomerang Pan 1991
ISBN 0330319809

A boomerang w1th magic powers is the final result of
Max's meddhng with a book of magic spells. Max is

prefers watching television to wizardry. ‘This qurrky
story has an Australian setting, with cartoon style
illustrations which match the short, funny text. One of

‘the Flippers series of books for newly independent

readers, it contains a companion story, The magic

present, within the same volume. This explains how -

- the boomerang becomes a present from an aunt in

‘Australia, with many comic results. ] Buckley

- "LEV: Middle primary
AVAIL Paper $6. 95

: WESLEY Mary Magic landscapes an ommbus IM :

Dent, 1991
ISBN 0460880950

This corpulent tome (470 pages) promlses a feast for -
the bookworm Alas the 3 courses prove to be nouvelle-
cuisine at its most sparing — and not that nouvelle .

either. The 3 novels. comprising this omnibus were

written some time ago Haphazard house in 1983,

Speaking terms and The sixth seal in 1969. All 3 have

the common thread of fantasy, but although they have
‘a touch of * whimsy, essentially they -are silly and

unappealing. Persuading students to take any

“hardcovered book off the shelf is not always easy; the - -
lack of reward for hefting this one homeward will

make it very shelfbound. F. Gardiner

AVAIL» $35. 00 SCIS 701964

" BLACKER, TerenceMssz banned Pan Macml]lan 1990 "
: ISBN 0330319973 o ‘

Ms Wiz has created chaos before at St Barnabus School,

_ but, when most of the teachers become ill, the School

Inspector is forced to ask Ms Wiz to head the school

and to find two other teachers. His only request is that ‘

~ shedoesnotemploy magic. Ms Wiz managesto: control

‘herself, but her two colleagues cannot resist using
magic toenliven their lessons. Disaster looms until Ms -
Wiz with the help of magic-and one of the students

' manages to return everything to normal. The large =
text, and occasional black and white illustrations

combine with the humour to create an appealing story
for newly 1ndependent readers. M. Ellis -
LEV: Lower primary Middle primary
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~ISBN 0582875609

"SCIS703534

" family to survive the ravages of

".. workhousein Dublin shebefriends

“her uncle Timothy on his farm at

‘with snakes and bushrangers

 SCIS. 704480

"AVAIL: Paper $7.95

: ]ENNINGS Paul The naked ghost Burp’ and blue -

jam. Longman Cheshire, 1991

Three short stories are compiled in this volume." The

author’s deft touch in- combining surreal fantasy,
humour and acute observation of human nature

‘produce 3 funny and intriguing stories. A good_
introduction to the work of Paul Jennings, this is a

small novel which will encourage newly independent
and older reluctant readers. J. Buckley
LEV: Middle primary Upper pr1mary
AVAIL Paper $6.50- :

‘ .WAGNER ]enny Retum of the nm1bm Pengum

1992
ISBN 0140348549

“The corridor downstalrs had an old fashioned smell
about.it’. Just as Jenny Wagner describes a corridor
where Greg and Philippago to seek helpin their search’
for the lost nimbin, so could one could describe her

novel, metaphorically of course. Its ‘old fashioned-
ness emanatesfromltsstralghtforward plot, simplicity

.of style, good humour, and chardacters who are

unburdened by psychological or emotional problems.
(This is not to suggest that there is no place for riovels

. which delve into darker themes.) The legion of fans of .
~The nimbin, published so long ago, will probably
have moved onto more sophisticated offerings, but -

there’s a new generation, so maybe you'll need a new

. copy of the orlgmal novel as well. F. Gardiner
~ LEV: Middle primary Upper prlmary

AVAIL: Paper $7.95 SCIS 704380

~ O’CONNOR PamelaTessa spromlse Mlllemum 1991'

ISBN 085574894X

Tessa is the only member of her
the Irish potato famine. In a |

orphans Liam ‘and Thomas,
promisingoneday she’ll take them
to Australia for a better life with

Parramatta. A long sea voyage,
shipwreck ‘and close encounters:

intervene, but Tessa inevitably keeps her promise.
Shortchapters, aneventful storylineand unambiguous
characters make this a successful novel for newly

* independent readers. M. Lobban

LEV: Middle primary

. SCIS 706314

. AVAIL: $24 95

SCIS 684624
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'ODGERS Sally Three loony months Angus &

Robertson 1992

- ISBN 020716780X

The problem is. ba51cally a fiscal one: 11 people living i in .

one house use more electricity and food than one wage
earnercan comfortablyprowde for.Justin’scollaboration
with his father (or vice versa) in schemes to save money
manages to alienate most of the other cold, hungry -
inhabitants: Narrated almost entirely by Justin, with:
asides from his father, this aptly titled novel is indeed
loony almost to the point of tedium, but young readers
will be forgiving and enjoy the anarchic humour, the
accessible format and off-beat characters. F. Gardiner .
LEV: Middle primary Upper pr1mary

AVAIL: Paper $8.95° 5CIS 699315

ESCOTT, John Truth game Blackle 1991
ISBN 021693124X

The arrival of the famous TV star Sonny Rymanandhis

family in the tiny town of Molestock triggersa series of :

events and intrigues. that finds school newspaper
reporters Ros, Kenny and Jamie pitted against the
sensation-seeking and scumlous adult reporter Unity

-McPhee. Who will solve the mystery that.surrounds - - .

Sonny and reveal his past? Although written very
much to a formula, and betraying its English origins
the story-manages to have enough twists and turnsto -
maintain a reader’s interest. M. Ellis - :
LEV: Middle primary Upper primary C
: SCIS 701459 .

: BARBALET Margaret The wolf karng, 1991
~ ISBN 0670836141 ' L

There are 300 page. novele, employmg all manner of

sophlstlcated devices or grizzly details that fail to _

evoke the terrorof thisamazing picture book. Margaret
Barbalet has tapped into and blended two of our
primal fears: wolves and the unknown. The result is -
both a realistic treatise on the fear generated by an

‘apparently fierce, wild creature and an allegory for the

dangers to our psychological, and ultimately physical, .

health when we are unable or unwilling to confront . -
- our fears, This is a uniquely magnificent book: the .

eloquent textis enriched to perfection by Jane Tanner’s
masterlyillustrations. Butsuchisits power thatwisdom

‘and discrimination must be employed in its use with .
: youngchrldrenforwhomltlsdeflmtelynotapproprlate
for class use. For older ‘students, however it would

provide ‘a perfect sprmgboard for dlscussmn
Shortlisted 1992 CBC Awards. F. Gardiner -

LEV: Upper primary Lower secondary
AVAIL: $17.95 _
EVAL: Highly recommended SCIS 699315%

. > .
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"'I= Fiction for'older re'a-de'rs'

ODGERS Sally All the sea. between Longman
Cheshire, 1991 =~ °
ISBN 0582875374

A sequel to Another good friend, this takes the play
written by four students through its production to

" triumphant performance. The story is told from the

perspectlve of Helen, the quiet musician of the group,
_who is bitterly disappointed when she does not win
- the leading role and will not sing the songs she has
* composed. Again it is relationships, both within and
beyond the group, which are the strength of the novel.
There is also an interesting attempt to consider
adolescent romance from a male point of view.
M. Lobban
LEV: Lower secondary
AVAIL: Paper $8.99

'ODGERS, Sally Another good friend. Longman
Cheshire, 1991
~ISBN 0582874920

B

* celebrate the sesquicentenary of their small Tasmanian
town. The play absorbs them totally, and although

romance blossoms between two of the group, it is not .
thefocus of the novel. The novel’s success lies rather in-

the realistic portrayal of the four characters and the

dynamics of their working relationship. This is a.

pleasant book which avoids the oversimplification of
the romance genre, whilst still appealmg to its readers
. M. Lobban

LEV: Lower secondary

AVAIL: Paper $8.99 SCIS 706549

The Blue ‘Dress. Mammoth, 1991
ISBN 1963301305 '

Sixteen Australian writers have contributed stories to
this collection. The writers were invited to respond to

Brian Dunlop’s painting of a young girl wearingablue

dress and walking pensively along the seashore. The
results are what one might expect from a “creative’
-writing assignment: 16 stories with a rather tedious
sameness. Even the genres are not well represented;

~ romance, (mostly not of the flowers and chocolates

variety) fantasy, and the supematural predominate.

The high standard of the writing serves only to make

‘ thlsreadermshforamoredlverseselectlon F. Gardmer
LEV: Middle secondary Upper secondary
AVAIL: Paper $9. 95

SCIS 706548 -

- AVAIL: Paper $8.99 -

~ SCIS 689022-

lekmgton Doris Capnce-a stockman’s daughter

_ University of Queensland Press, 1991
- ISBN 0702224006

" With sxmp11c1ty and emotion, Doris Pilkington, Nugi .

Garimara, writesa fictionalised account of her life,and
those of her mother and grandparents. The 3
generations experience all aspects. of ‘interaction
between black and white communities, including the

-fulfilling marriage of her Irish immigrant grandfather
and full blood grandmother, her mother’s tragically
ending love, and life in pastoral stations, institutional

care and missions. The dignity of the author shines
through this readable and mvolvmg work. It opens a

. door on the riches of this woman’s progress in life,
finding fulfillment both in white soc1ety and in -

embracing her hentage J. Buckley -
LEV: Middle secondary Upper secondary -
AVAIL: Paper $12 95 - SCIS.684612

. TOLBERT, Steve Channeary Longman Cheshxre,1991 )
o : y - ISBN 0582875536 N S o
Four very different year 9 students become involvedin ' : o
writing an historical musical to be performed to . The horror and tragedy of the war in Cambodiais told
- through the eyes of Channeary, a young girl fleeing the
- massacre of most of her family by the Khmer Rouge.

- Her journey takes her on a terrifying and tragic tripto " -

theovercrowded refugee campsin Thailand and finally
on to life in Tasmania with an Australian nurse who

has befriended her. Here the strangeness of her new

country and' the bigotry of some fellow students
reawaken terrifying images of her previous life. Whilst

the 9 year time span does not allow a deep exploration
of her experiences it is nonetheless a sensitive and .

thought provokmg novel. M. Ellis -

LEV: Upper primary Lower secondary Mlddle'

secondary
SCIS 694698

' OTTLEY Ian The Creeklanders Umver51ty of
‘Queensland Press, 1991 '

ISBN 0702223921

" Thecreek is home to many animals whose peaceful ife

is disturbed by the arrival of white settlers. They
introduce many fearsome creatures - dogs, rabbits and
cane toads, and begin the process of changing the

Jandscape for agriculture. The animals, particularly

the feisty platypus and Clarrie the carpet snake, need
to find ways to cope with the change, which ultimately -
destroysthe har'mony of theenvironment. Reminiscent

of Graham’s Wind in the Willows, this is a gentle,
symbolic story which strongly emphasxses the worth

of the natural env1ronment Lme drawmgs by the
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_ AVAIL: Paper $9.95

auther contribute to the 1nnocent atmosphere of thls

fable. ].Buckley

LEV: Upper primary, S
SCIS 693295

MOLONEY,- James. Crossfire. Universi»ty of
Queensland Press, 1992 s
ISBN 0702223840

» . Theauthor’sstated aimof focussmg ongun ownershlp

and usage in Australia rather obviously drives the plot
of this novel. Fourteen-year-old Luke lives with his
austere, embittered mother and his interest in guns

stems mainly from his desire to share an interest with.
-his father, Wayne: Luke is continually being caught in
* the.emotional crossfire between his divorced parents,
‘but at the end of the story he literally places himself
‘between his mother and his angry, drunk father who
" is wielding a lever action Winchester rifle. But Luke,

Wayne and Alison are never stereotypes, and Luke’s

struggletobehisown person isarealisticand touchmg :
" one. MsLobban -

LEV: Middle secondary.
AVAIL: Paper $10.95 -

" KELLEHER, Victor Del-Del. Random House, 1991.

ISBN 0091826063

After a bnef introduction, more of a foreword really, . ‘

by the narrator, Beth, the story proper begms with a

family visit to grave of Laura, the middle child, who _'

died exactly a year earlier. Sam, the 7-year-old youngest
child, begins to act very strangely on this day; his

- behaviour gradually worsens and he endures the most
terrifying and tormented psychological suffering
- throyghout thenovel. Thereare two falsedenouements

before thereal solution is found. Itisa testimony to the

-skill with which this novel is written that the

concentration of the'reader is not diverted in any way

by the effective division of the novel into 3 sections.

~ And whilsta 7-year-old hero would usually be the kiss
‘of death to a novel for older readers, this.one will not
‘sufferatall. Shortlisted 1992 CBC Awards. F. Gardiner

" LEV: Lower secondary Middle secondary ‘

' ‘ SCIS 693406

AVAIL: $19 95.

WILSON ]acquelm_e The dream palace OUP 1991

ISBN. 0192716778

2

Lolly and her best friend Lynn have jils't left school.
Lolly is an unhappy girl, feeling-she is always in the

" shadowof the 'gla_morous Lynn, hating heramiable, fat .

stepfather and arguing endlessly with her mother.
Durmg her first grown-up summer Lolly works in a
nursing home, falls agonisingly in love with-a wildly

unsuitable young man, and changes forever the balance :

“AVAIL: $19.95

. SCIS 707106

_63
ofher relationship with Lynn. Thisisnotagentlenovel
- Lolly’s arguments with her mother are sharp and

- _spiteful, Greg is a drug dealer who suspects he may be

HIV posmve and life in the nursing home is described

_in grim detail. Despite all this, Lolly’s journey to

independence and self-knowledge is credible and

engaging. M. Lobban . -

LEV: Middle secondary Upper secondary
- SCIS 707563

A

MACDONALD Caroline The eye w1tness Hodder &
Stoughton, 1991 - :
ISBN 034054953X -

His mother’ s unexpected remarriage takes Leo from
familiar Melbourne to Tasmania where his new family:
and surroundmgs are not only unfamiliar but often
hostile. The year is 2046 and Leo is 15. His encounter
with 11-year-old Jack who claims to belong to the year
1995, leads to a succession of dangerous and perplexing
situations. The basic plot and ideas are interesting, but ’

~ too many. strands proliferate -and the seesawing
- betweenJack and Leo as the principle character dilutes -
“thebook’s power. Sufficient tension remains to engage:

and hold the reader, however, and this futuristic novel
willbewell received by itsintendedraudience. F.Gardirier
LEV: UpperpnmaryLowersecondaryMlddle secondary
AVAIL: $17.95 . SCIS 696383

MCcVEITY, Jen The fifty dollarfall. Longman Cheshlre
1991 :
ISBN 058287517X

Simon wages $50 with Jarrod, the school bully. Why?
He doesn’t know, and is in a state of numbed
desperation. The challenge is interrupted by a teacher

. just before his success. Simon spends the weekend
- frantically trying to raise the money because of his fear

of Jarrod. He, however, has to apologise and spends
the weekend trying to find a way of doing so-without
losing face. The strengths of the novel areits accurate
understanding of friendship and power relationships,
and its unflagging humour. The amblgulty of the
situation, as the bully is maintained in his roleby the -

- expectations of others, helps make this is a successful,

thought provokmg work. J. Buckley

-LEV: Upper primary Lower secondary Mlddle'

secondary

AVAIL: Paper $7 99 SCIS 706476

McCAUGHREAN Geraldme F1res astonlshment
Mmerva, 1990
ISBN 0749391 200

Very slow to begin, this hefty novel develops intoa -
work of art that is worthy of the author of A pack of -

Scan Vol 11 No 2 May 1992



64

lhes Totally dlfferent from the latter work, this one is

a mythical work which explores human passions,

strengthsand flaws. Theaudience? Theproseisdifficult

and hasa strong archaic redolence; some of the subject .
_ matter is for mature readers; the plot is obscure, .
.especially in the beginning. So it is certainly not for

McCaughrean’s regular audience. But older and adult

readers who enjoy a novel which requires intellectual -

input from the reader-and who appreciate rich layers

of mythin a mediaeval setting will be rewarded by thls; '

- difficult read. F. Gardiner
LEV: Upper secondary -

" AVAIL: Paper $12.95 - SCIS 696712

MCcROBBIE, David The fourth cautron Longman

- Cheshire, 1991
" ISBN 0582875366

Dannyisa cuckoo. Heisa time traveller, oneof4babies

to be nutured then return to their own society at -.

adolescence. He is forced to make sense of his new

... powers of perception and communicatiori, while

understanding his relationship to the other time

travellers and preparing to leave his family. Thisis an
“engaging and fast paced adventure, which links the
experiences of adolescence into a science fiction story.

J. Buckley

- LEV: Upper pr1mary Lower. secondary Middle
secondary

- AVAIL: Paper $8.99 SCIS 706470 -

| NILSSON Eleanor The house guest. V1k1ng, 1991
JISBN 0670831242

Gunno’s involvement with a gang of pubescent
burglars brings him to an old house which draws him
* backsoforcefully thatitand its inhabitants, particularly
“an absent one, eventually assume the utmost
importance in his life and lead him to a surreal,
disturbing but satisfyingexperience. To say that Eleanor

‘Nilsson doesn’t totally fulfil all of the requirements of
" the difficult time-slip novel is not to be destructively
. critical because thisis an excellent novel and one which

. children will love. The characters are refreshingly and

disarmingly real, ie humanly imperfect; the prose

.- pulsates with mystery, begging to be read but never

’ sacnflcmg superior prose for accessibility. A worthy
winner of the Adelaide Festival Children’s Book Award
shortlisted 1992 CBC Awards. F. Gardiner

- LEV: Upper primary Lower secondary -

_ AVAIL Paper $14 95

_KEANEY -Brian If this is the real world Oxford
Umver51ty Press, 1991 . -
ISBN 019271661

_ LEV:Middle secondary Upper secondary
: AVAIL $19 95 ’

.~ AVAIL: Paper $8.95
SCIS 693353 _j AR

Danny’s real world revolves around coping with his
first year of secondary school, life with his mum, and

preoccupatlon with his long missing father. A chance
encounter ina supermarket leds him to suspect thathe -
has found his father. New friendships help him to
.establish himself at school, and as he attempts to
- discover the facts of the past and reconcile them with

his current situation. Raising complex questions with

a light touch, this tightly written novel realistically

conveys the emotional states of early adolescence
J. Buckley

.POHL, l’eter]ohnny my friend. Turton&Chambers, 1991
- ISBN 1872148700 :

Johnny appears out of nowhere to become a part-txme -
_member of the gang — part-time because his presence
is ephemeral. Chris, the narrator, develops a.close

friendship with Johnny and finds it difficult to cope’

with Johnny’s repeated and unexplained absences,

-and the mystery which surrounds his whole being. -
* This is a most absorbing but disturbing book. The
underlying theme is child abuse, which may explain -

its obscurity —a young person’sbook which spellsitall

out plainly would obviously be unacceptable. But the

reader needs to feel satisfied at the end that she has

. found all thebits of the puzzleand put themin the right

places, not an easy task with this novel which has'won

awardsinitsnativeSwedenand in Germany. F. Gardiner -

LEV: Middle secondary
AVAIL: Paper $19.95

MAHON, I(ate Justone tear. Angus & Robertson 1992

'ISBN 0207174547 L

"A diary from 2 March to 2 May traces the reactions of
-aboy who sees his father die, not mstantly, from a shot

fired under unexplained circumstances by a man who
is found not guilty at trial, also covered during this 2-
month period. Itis a story of self-searching, comlng to

terms with his own and his mother’s grief, told in a
very sparse, staccato style. This is an outstanding -
novella for any reader, the ingenuous but effective .

language makes this however an exceptional book for
older reluctant readers. The author is a 14-year-old
NSW schoolgirl. F. Gardiner

LEV: Lower secondary Middle secondary

Landmarks Edited by Nadla Wheatley Turton &

Chambers, 1991
ISBN 1872148654 :

In the landscape of our 11ves there are landmarks
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SCIS 708239

“scs 693743

‘AVAIL Paper $9.95

SCIS 693743

' revelations, events and realisations which stand out
- and change that landscape forever. In the nine short
stories in this fine collection a variety of adolescents .

come to know and understand themselves and their
lives a little more clearly. The eévents and experiences

‘they undergo range from the exquisite embarrassment
. of imagined social ineptness to acknowledging and -
-accepting one’s sexuality. The authors are all well-
" known Australian writers, and the distinctive voice of -

each can be heard clearly in these ongmal storles

“M. Lobban -
LEV: Middle secondary

AVAIL: Paper $14.95 ° SCIS 693745

McROBBIE David Mandragora Mammoth 1991
ISBN 1863301011 :

~Acollectionof tiny dolls, unearthed under inauspicjous -
circumstances, brings untold misery to the finders.
. Although the predominant theme of the book is one of

possession by evil powers, its real strength is in the
realistic portrayal of therelationship between the main

character, Adam, and a slightly less major character, -

Catriona. McRobbie displays not the slightest hint of

-~ "cliché as the burgeoning relationship ebbs and flows,
witheach of the protagonistslearning about themselves

duringits course. The plotisless successful, though by

' no means unsuccessful; thereis some obscunty, which

does not have the feel of being intentional, and which

left this reader flicking back trying to work out -
" references. Butthat diminished the rivetted enjoyment’

only marginally. Shorthsted 1992 CBC Awards

*F. Gardiner

LEV: Upper secondary

CURT[S PhlllerBrowsermeets theMind Shrinkers.
Penguin, 1991 = B
ISBN 0140345566

Mind'Bogglers, Lip SmaCkers Taste Bud Ticklersand
_ Telly Mates - these are the delicious sweets provided
_ by Mr Smith, replacement teacher for Mr Browser’s

class. The chllhng Mr Smith is, however, a Mind

~ Shrinker using the class as an experiment in a plan to
control the people of earth. Only Spiky, returning to

school after a long holiday, suspects that something
strange is gorng on. Lots of fun and adventure ensue,

‘as the alien is foiled and Mr Browser returned to his
class. Illustrations by Tony Ross contribute to the zany .

fun of this winning combination of science fiction and
school adventure. J. Buckley -
LEV: Upper primary Lower secondary

AVAIL: Paper $7.95 SCIS 682899

On the edge. Macmillan, 1991
ISBN 0330319833 .

The -authors: represented in this collection of what

could probably bestbe described as thrillers, aré Patricia

Windsor, Robert Westall, Jan Mark, Margaret Mahy,

Rex Harley, Vivian Alcock, John Gordon and' Brian

Morse, So.the expectations are high and the reality is’
notdisappointing. Every taleis gripping, the writingis
uniformly excellent, and the young readers who take

this one off the shelf may well be inspired to try the

numerous superb novels by this collection of writers.

F. Gardiner .

. LEV: l_owersecondaryMlddlesecondaryUppersecondary"
. AVAIL: Paper $7.95 .

SCIS 704482

' Perhaps you should talk to s someone deted by Iuha ‘

Eccleshare. Penguin, 1991
ISBN: 0140328963

With contributors like Beryl Bainbridge, Nadine

- Gordimer, Graham Greene, Salman Rushdie and

Virginia Woolf this volume of short stories was bound

tobeinteresting. Thesestoriesare very short-generally .

less than 10 pages - precise and detailed, and appeal

directly to-mature adolescent readers. They deal -

seriously- and* whimsically - with life, examination -
pressure, relationships and sex: William Boyd's Eric

loses his virginity to a French prostitite; Penelope
" Lively’s Trevor becomes a naked fountain statue. The

writers are British, South African and American. There

are no Australians. The print is small. A. Barber
-LEV: Middle secondary Upper secondary
AVAIL: $8 9 - :

SCIS 687387_ |

' McCANN Daryl Street of dreams Mammoth 1992
ISBN 1863301186 -

scrs 688534

Nick's ordinary old _Glenelg street takes on a new

- lustre when he discovers a hitherto unknown part-

time resident, Angela. His relationship with Angela is
the centrepiece.of this novel and the catalyst for the
changes that he makes in his life as he approaches his
final school exams. This is McCann’ sfirstnoveland to
say that it shows is not to condemn it unmercifully. Its
theme is a bit hazy; it could have been tightened by
omittirig some extraneous 1nc1dents and conversation

which doesnotadvance plot or characterdevelopment -

or anything else; and the reader needs to be accorded
more trust. to work thmgs out for hersel_f But the -
characters are credible and likeable; the idea of the

vulnerable 17-year-old boy is one to be fostered. And - -
" the opening chapter is splendid; this reviewer awaits

with great anticipation the second novel which may

. ‘well live up to the promise of this one. F. Gardiner

LEV: Upper secondary

AVAIL: Paper $9.95 - scIs 7049234
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EInformation

' Eollowing is a selection of resources which have r_ejzcently been reviewed. They are listed in order by Dewey number.

K6
PALMER ‘Joy Rainforests. Franklin Watts 1991

. ISBN 0749605715 v o S [333. 75]_

The charactenstlcs Of the rainforesthabitat are outlined

inthisbook which features plenty of colourillustrations

“supplemented by a simple, brief text. Some of the-

* plants, animals, birds and people living: in tropical

. rainforests are described. Key terms associated with .
- with: this habitat are used throughout the text and .

_defined in a glossary. An underlymg message about

the importance of conservation is presented but may .

well be too subtle for many younger readers. A ba51c

index is included. H. Vickers

" LEV: Lower primary M1dd1e_primar.y =
AVAIL: $18.95- ' SCIS 704926

In the same series: . ‘

PALMER, Joy Deserts. Franklm Watts, 1991

ISBN 074960573 1 s : - [574.5]

: ‘ - SCIS704925
PALMER Joy Polar Lands. Franklm Watts, 1991
ISBN 074960574,X v : : [919.8] -

' “SCIS 704924

PALMER Joy Oceans Franklin Watts, 1991 - _
ISBN 0749605723 o [551.46]

' - ’ SCIS 704927 .

BAILEY Donna Recyclmg rubbish. Franklin Watts,
1991 . _
ISBN: 0749604077 o - [363.72]

After settmg out the basic problem c1ear1y and
succinctly, theauthor takes the reader through possible
* solutions to the mountains of garbage now produced
Recycling is one method, but it is not the only
~ suggestion: reducing rubbish by selecting better-
- packaged products, reuse and avoiding disposable

" products are suggested. Good illustrations, srmple-
textand careful presentation on each double page give

maximum impact. There is a global perspective, but

.words like 'dustcarts’, 'ponds' and 'streams’ betray the.

“origins. There is an index, glossary and suggested
activities. A. Barber :
-LEV: Middle primary Upper prlmary

AVAIL:$18.95 SCIS 695784

Dellasta; 1992 ‘
ISBN 094713896X . - - j [507]

. Organised around 4 themes life, energy, matter‘and

primary Lower secondary

- ARDLEY, Neil Water. Allen & Unwin, 1991
MACKNESS Brra_n Practlcal screncel teacher’ s book .

space/time this resource provides simple, but
interesting, investigations to explorescientificconcepts. "
Each investigation, such as ‘Air exits’, outlines the
- science concept and skills involved, the objectives, the

procedure, and an evaluation which canbe employed
Materialsused are readily obtainable and inexpensive
making this a useful resource for the Science and

technology syllabus. To ‘increase the teacher’s -
knowledge and confidence, additional background -

information including a scientist’s profileis provided.
Students can complete activities on each investigation
in the separate student log book ‘M. Ellis '
AUD: Professional

AVAIL Paper $29. 95 - SCIS 710306

.MACKNESS Practlcal science student’s science log
 Dellasta, 1992 :
- ISBN 1875627030 . ' - [507 6l
- LEV: Lower primary Middle pnmary Uppér primary
- AVAIL: Paper $3 95

ARDLEY ,Neil Sound L1tt1e Ark Books Allen & Unwin,
1991

ISBN_163730672 SR . [534.078]

This is one of of eight in a’ series aimed at the primary .-

school market. Large, clear print, colourful
photographic 111ustratlons, simple, fun experiments

with step-by-step instructions and ‘fascinating facts’”
inserts will be attractive to young scientists. The
_ experimental, hands-on approach fits in well with the

Science-and ‘Technology K-6 syllabus providing
teachers with a useful resource to support practical

classroom activities. Unfortunately there is no list of -
~contents or index to assist in locating information -

within the book. The organisation of information on

the page is cluttered at times and some students may -
have difficulty in following the flow of mstructlons for

experiments. F. Moloney - -
LEV: Lower primary Middle pnmary Upper

AVAIL $12 95 SCIS 692469

In the same series; .

ARDLEY, Neil nght Allen & Unwin, 1991

ISBN 0044423144 (Rev1ewed SCAN10/3) = =~ [535]
" SCIS 667398

ISBN 0044423152 (Reviewed SCAN 10/3) [532]

ARDLEY, Neil Air. Allen & Unwin, 1991 -

ISBN 0044423128 (Reviewed SCAN 10/3) (533} -
SCIS 669604 .
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SCIS 710307

SCIS 667393
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ARDLEY, Neil Growth. Allen & Unwin, 1991

ISBN 1863730680 S [5743)
' SCIS 692461
ARDLEY, Ne11 Magnets. Allen & Unwin, 1991
ISBN 1863730656 o - [538]
o .. SCIS 692463
ARDLEY Ne11 Electrrcrty Allen & Unwin, 1991 -
ISBN 1863730664 , : [537.078] -
- SCIS 692468

POWELL ]1111an Swrmmers Flreﬂy, 1991 _
ISBN 1854851004 g : - 591.1]

The notes for adults’ irr the back of this book claim that

~ it ‘teacheschildrenallabout the huge vanety ofanimals
that can swim’. It doesn’t. The book is a series of
beautiful photographs of swimming creaturés
~ (including humans) withasmallamountof information

about each one. Thediscussion points at the back could
be useful in the home, pre-school or K-2 classroom
context. There is no list of contents or index to assist in

~ locating information within the text. Mainly for general

interest use or as support material for study of
movement at ]umor primary levels. F. Moloney .
LEV: Lower primary

AVAIL: $16.95 SCIS 7()_1 745
In the same series:
POWELL, Jillian Jumpers. Firefly, 1991 -
- ISBN 1854851020 _ - [591.1]
E . SCIS 701747
POWELL, Jillian Climbers F1reﬂy, 1991
ISBN 1854851012 ' : . [591.1]
: " SCIS.701749
. POWELL, Jillian Flyers. F1reﬂy, 1991 : :
- ISBN 1854850997 ‘ : [629.132]
- SCIS 701 742

- IENNINGS Terry Terrltorles Aladdin Books 1991

ISBN 0749606940 - . [591 51]

* This book explores why some animals occupy and

protect a specific patch of ground. The author has

.considered its usefulness at a number of different

levels. Each short chapter hasa 1arge heading followed
by a-brief informative statement in bold type. This

.information may be sufficient for the research needs of -

some users. More detailed information about animal

territorial behaviour follows with specific examples
- given. The well-labelled illustrationsare a combination
" of line drawings, diagrams and photographs

- Unfortunately, the Spot it yourself section loses its
impact due to a concentration onnorthern hemisphere
‘animals. Nevertheless, the list of contents, a

comprehensive index and a simple glossary make this
a very accessible resource. F. Moloney

LEV:Middleprimary Upper pnmary Lowersecondary -

AVAIL $21 95. SCIS 704886

" In the same series: ' R
'BURNIE, David Commumcatron Aladdm Books, 1991.

ISBN 0749606894 . C [591.59]

SCIS 704889

WAT'IS Barbara Stick insects. Watts 1991

ISBN 0749606045 A , ' [595.7]

Beginning with a general introduction this resource
. quickly moves to a more detailed description of some .
. of thedifferent types of stick insectsand their favoured

habitats. This provides the basis for information on the

-care, feeding, reproduction and life cycle of these

insects. The information provided by the large print

text is reinforced by superb colour photographs. An
interesting fact file, index and ‘contents- pages are .

included to assist the reader. M. Ellis_
LEV: Lower primary Mlddle prlmary
AVAIL: $18 95 . '

MORRIS Jill Dido has dlabetes Great Gllder .
~ Productions, 1992 ’ '
- ISBN 0947304053

Didoisa d1protodon who excels at sport is thedellght :
of Mrs Dennaro’s classand who is helpful athome. She
also exhibits some odd symptoms which lead to a

diagnosis of diabetes, and consequently a drastic, but
not by-any means unmanageable, change in lifestyle.
Illustrationsand diagrams by Margje Chellew elaborate
on the main formal text, and a glossary (un-named)

provides some useful information. The view.is
- simplistic: children who suffer from such illnesses -

often have much more complex reactions than does
Dido- perhaps the useof achild as the central character
would have made the work more effective. But it is

~ important that such conditions as diabetes are dealt
: w1th in the classroom.and this book must be seenasa -

starting point. F..Gardiner
LEV: Lower primary Middle primary

AVAIL: Paper $12.00 $CIS707258

PARKER, Steve Catching a cold (How you fall ill,
_suffer and recover). Franklin Watts, 1991
ISBN 0749604964 ' R -[616.2]

This book deals with the general concept of becommg '
. ill, being ill and recovering by charting the progress of ,
-a child getting, and recovering from, a cold. Using a

combination of clearly labelled photographs and
drawings and easy-to-read text, it examines concepts
such as immunity, temperature, antibodies,

. immunization and staying healthy. There are also

some child-centred activitiesand experiments. It could

" be useful with older children as a d1scus51on starter on

broader, community health issues. There is a list of

Sc_an Vol11No2May1992

- SCIS 704940, -




68

contents and a detailed index as well as a glossary of
medical terms. F. Moloney -~ : :
LEV: Middle primary Upper pnmary
: AVAIL $23.95 -

~In the same Series:

- PARKER, Steve Singing a song (How you sing, speak_

_ and make sounds). Franklin Watts, 1991 o
ISBN 0749606207 . T 4 [612.7]

SCIS 704931 -
B - . also very aesthetically pleasing. The only section that -
isnotof particular use to Australianstudentsis ‘further -

information’ whichlistsBritish suppliersbut theoverall

. excellence of the work otherwise makes thlS almost a .
_ ISBN 0749607270 S _ [629 13] -

BARRETT, Norman Flylng machmes Franklin Watts

1991

'Thrs 1nterest1ng book w1ll certalnly fuel the pass1onate_,

interest some students have for -aeroplanes. The
historical development of machines that. fly is
-interwoven with current information about passenger

aircraft, fascinating flying facts'and clearly-labelled

illustrations. The list of contents is well organised and
* the index quite comprehensive. Flying machines

would be a useful resource for general interest or, in -
the company of the others in th1s series, for a study of -

machines. F. Moloney
LEV:Middle prlmaryUpper pnmary Lower secondary
AVAIL $21.95 . SCIS 704639

In the same series:

BARRETT, Norman Space machmes Franklm Watts
1991

ISBN 0749607262 ,' S R [629.4]

SCIS 704635

LOBSTEIN, Tim At the take—away Wayland 1991
ISBN 0750202297 = v [641 1]

This book encourages students to assess :the impact of
the fast food industry on their health and the

- environment. The production of take-away food such -
as hamburgers, fried fish and chips is linked to the -

impact onland use, depletion of fish stocks and the use
of packaging and non-renewable energy. Eating less
fatand less processed food is suggested as one way of

conserving the environment and being a healthier-

- individual. Includes lots of activities for students to
investigate the issues it raises. H. Vrckers '
LEV: Upper primary - ‘
AVAIL: $24.95 SCIS 700849
In the same series:

JAMES, Barbara Down the drains. Wayland 1991

" ISBN 0750201940 - [363.721
‘ 'SCIS 700851

sc_rs 7048.16 :

- AVAIL: Paper $6. 95

' LANCASTER, John Paper crafts. Watts, 1991

ISBN 0749604859 T [74554]

Between the: matenals and equ1pment required which -

arelisted at the beginning, and the index at theend, are

_the comprehenslve directions. for a. variety of craft

activities using paper: pricking; tearing; crumpling;
collage; making paper;. indenting; papier maché.

- Written directions are supported by excellent,. full

colour photographs to illustrate each step. The book is

carping comment. F. Gardiner

LEV: Lower primary Mlddle primary Upper prlmary _

AVAIL Paper $12 95 SCIS 692352

In the same series:

DEVONSHIRE Hilary Prlntmg Watts, 1991

ISBN 0740604832 ' : [760.28] .

~ SCIS 692350
DEVONSHIRE Hilary Drawmg Watts 1991 L
ISBN 0749607009 C : [741.2]

)y . SCIS692351

HILL, Susan Really rapt. Keystone, 1991

- ISBN 1863740015 o Gl [782 9]

Ideas for speakmg and accompanying old and new
rhymes, chants, rapsand clapping gamesappear in the

‘pages of this slender volume. Children will appreciate
the nonsense and inventiveness of the rhymes; even-
Little Miss Muffet has acquired an extra verse. The - .

large print would enable a group of children to follow

the text; for the whole class the pages could easily be
made into overheads. Simple, amusing line draw1ngs

' are scattered throughout F. Gardiner
- LEV: Lower primary Middle primary.-

AVAIL: Paper $6.95

BROWN Elizabeth The kids'. first book of magrcal
activities. Egan Publ1sh1ng, 1990

- ISBN 0947272488 BT 1793.8]

IMusion, sleight of hand and good preparat1on will -

enablechildrento perform the 23 simple magical tricks

that are to be found in this small. volume, Tricks
- include invisible writing, making objects vanish and
reappear, mind readmg, and X ray eyes. All tricks use -

readily available and inexpensive materials and are

accompanied by simple step by ‘step.instructions
+ reinforced by colourful illustrations making this an

appealing recreational resource. M. Ellis
LEV: Middle primary Upper primary . -~
" scIs 664568

ScanVol11No2May 1992

~ AVAIL Paper $12.95

SCIS 694805 -
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DEUTCH Rlchard Yourbook of maglc secrets. Hodder-

& Stoughton, 1991

‘ISBN 0340535768 ) Lo : [793 8]

- The techmques behind a plethora of magic tricks-are

revealed for buddmg magicians. Each trickisexplained
in simple térms using headings such as: you will need;
what the audience sees; to make the trick; to perform;

. the secret. A number of tricks also have.a cautionary

‘magical footnote’. The final chapter provides general
performance guidelines and suggestions for the most

appropriate places (close-up, living room, stage) for
-success with each of the tricks. Some of the line.

illustrations are simply for decoration; others provide
dragrammatrc assistance. The only problem with this
book will be safeguarding it from over-enthusiastic,
light-fingered slerght-of -handers. F. Gardiner

LEV: Upper primary Lower secondary

ROBSON Denny Kltes and flymg ob]ects Franklm
Watts, 1991 - _
ISBN 0749606142 : - [796.1]

Children are always interested in making things

although not necessarily just on rainy days. This book -
. gives clear instructions on the construction of a range,
- of flying objects from the simple to those requiring a

reasonable amount of skill and some assistance. The

layout is attractive, one colourful project to a double-
page spread, and the list of contents as well asanindex.

make the ideas easily accessible. It would be a useful
library reference or craft resource. F. Moloney

LEV:Middle prlmaryUpper pnmary Lowersecondary
AVAIL: $17.95 SCIS. 704884

: In the same series:
" ROBSON, Denny Masks and funny faces. Franklrn

Watts, 1991 . N .
ISBN 0749606150 . i : ‘[745.59]

 SCIS 704884

In the same series but in paper ($9.95)

ROBSON, Denny Puppets Franklin Watts 1990

. ISBN 0749606681 ’ : [745.592]
: : . SCIS 704880
ROBSON Denny Shadow theatre. Franklin Watts
1990 - :
ISBN 0749606673 S . fo [745 592]
o SCIS704958
.- BAILEY, Vanessa Card tricks. Franklm Watts, 1990
ISBN 0749606665 v [795.4]
, ' SCIS 704879
, BAILEY Vanessa Magxc trlcks Franklin Watts, 1990
3 _ISBN 0749606657 - - ~ o [793.8]
‘ ’ SCIS 704878

The four above have a list of contents but no index. -

" Card tricks and Magic tricks have glossaries.

SCIS 696447

 AVAIL: $19.95

SMITH Mike K1ds gulde to flshmg Five Mile Press, v

+ 1991

ISBN 0867883634 B 1)

This we‘ll organised and wellillustrated book describes

- the ‘necessities of basic fishing. Essential homemade v
equipment is shown with clear instructions for its . . .

manufacture. Licences, safety with hooks and sun
protectionare mentioned. A respect for living thmgs is

~ strong: there are tips for keeping creatures alive for

observation before releasing them. Both saltwater and -
freshwater fishing are dealt with. There is no index but
a detailed contents page is very useful. A. Barber

LEV:Middle primary Upper primary Lower secondary
AVAIL: Paper $7.95 - o SCIS 708411

TAMES, Rlchard ]oumey through ]apan Eagle 1991
ISBN 1855110113 o [952 04]

Each section of this clearly written book focuses ona
different geographical area of Japan. The section on .

- Tokyorelates itsimportance, howitappears today and

its history. A river bus cruise is described. A capsule

- hotel, theImperial Palace, a kabuki play, sumo wresthng

and sushi are pictured. A similar approach is taken
throughout. There is a good balance between textand
illustrations, although more subheadings and a more
detailed map would help. A selection of key facts, and

“atimeline assist understandmg Thereisa good 1ndex

A. Barber -
LEV: Middle pnmary . .
' SCIS 673717
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BRADLEY, John Human rights. Watts 1991

ISBN 0749605995 o [323]'

~To prov1deagloba1 perspective‘on_the current state of
‘human rights in an easy-to-understand format for -
- younger readers is the goal of this well-presented

book. Unfortunately human rights is a topic which
cannot be succeSSfully dealt with simply. While some .
of the information is sound, many statements are - -
overly brief, the simplification employing stereotypes
and open to misinterpretation. Examples have
purposefully beenselected to be as current as possible;
however some have already been superceded. The
assistance of a teacher is recommended when usrng :

‘this resource. L. Bowrmg
.LEV: Upper primary: Lower secondary

AVAIL: $21 95 - SCIS 694733

, DAVIS Carole Earth alert. Hodder &Stoughton ‘1991 '

ISBN 0340539682 . - - ' [3637)

Busy, comic-format pages are not always particularly |
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" aspectof environmental

- appealing; this book is |
anexception. Eachpage..
deals in a very even-
‘handed way with one

degradation: a central
section of text detailing -
the problems formally,
is sutrounded with"
ballooned comments
issuing from characters,
- human and . non.
“Footers’ offer statistical
snippets. Throughout
~ the book, we are also
“given advice as to what we can do to avoid further
~ damage or help repair the planet. The glossary and
index are brief but useful and a list of interest groups
(Australian) and books to read finish off this excellent,

inviting'and accessible work to perfection. F. Gardiner.

LEV: Upper primary LowersecondaryMiddlesecondary
AVAIL: Paper $16.95 - S8CIS 696350

HARRIS Cohn Waste management Franklm Watts,
1991 '

ISBN 0749605022 i ‘ _ [363 721

The large format and dellghtfully cluttered layout

make this book’s treatment of a complex ‘issue .
‘appropriate. The section on recycling does not .

necessarily see it as a simple solution. Different
approaches to the issue are taken, and. several case
. studies used. Lots of illustrations, diagrams, cartoons,

subheadings and activities combined with good.

orgamsatlon enables logical presentation. Treatment
-is generally balanced. However, the obviously British
examples; language, illustrations and humour will
" decrease the relevance in Australia. A. Barber -
LEV: Lower secondary Middle secondary
AVAIL: $19.95 - ' SCIS 680724

A.PEAD David Crime and punlshment Wayland 1991
E ISBN 0750201517 : , _ [364]

Each themati'c'chapter of this balanced book takes- a

similar. approach. Statements, quotations from -

acknowledged sources, illustrations with appropriate
captlons and boxed questions reinforce the different

opinions. There is not a confusion of detail but a clear
presentation ofarangeof possibleopinions. Thechapter

on prisons discusses the history of modern gaols, the *
~ . overcrowding problems caused by recent attempts to

control crime throughimprisonment, looks at different
forms of prisons, and asks the reader perceptive

» questlons Victims’ rights, political crime and youth’

crime are dealt with. There is an index, glossary and
suggested further reading. A. Barber

AVAIL:$24.95

,  LEV: Lower secondary M1ddle secondary Upper
. secondary

AVAIL: $26.95 SCIS 693518

: McTAVISH Douglas Gahleo Wayland 1991 :
ISBN 0750201630 ’ - [520.92]

' vHighligh‘ts of Galileo’s life and work are presented in
- straightforward chronology. Most, but not all, of the
illustrations are useful and appropriate. One shows -

planets in-the wrong positions; this is acknowledged,

but not the inappropriate scale. The text could be
simplerand have subheadings. Additional background
information is provided in occasional boxes and more
use could have been made of this. Thereisan 1ndex,

glossary, a time line and a list of further books toread.

A. Barber .
LEV: Upper primary Lower secondary
AVAIL:$24.95 :

. LAFFERTY, Peter Albert Einstein. Wayland,1991
~ISBN 0750201657 - - [530.092]

This readable account of Einstein’s life an_d work goes
. some way towards making his ideas about relativity,

speed, gravity, light and energy accessible to the

- younger reader. The language is uncomplicated,

essential scientific terms are defined in a glossary and

' the chapters are broken up by monochrome and colour

photographs and diagrams illustrating difficult

concepts. Einstein’s work is discussed in the political -~ = 1
and social context of his time with emphasis glven to

his stand on anti-Semitism and pacifism. One in a

_ series on the proneers of science. H. Vickers

LEV: Upper primary Lower secondary . =
' SCIS 700892

In the same series:

'MORGAN, Nina Louis Pasteur. Wayland 1991

ISBN 0750201 665 -1614.4092]

~ SCIS 700860

WARD, Brian Human Body. ngfrsher Books, 1991

ISBN 0862728207 o _ ' [612] ‘

Each double page in this book focuses ona d1fferent

- aspect of the human body and how it works from basic’

cell structure, muscles, the skeleton, through to the

senses, and the chemicals or hormones which control
many of our body functions. Information is organised

under-headings, with colourful, clear, well labelled

- diagrams and fact boxes providing supportmg"
information. Contents, glossary, and 1ndex pages
: further assist the reader. M. Ellis :

" Scan Vol 11 No 2 May 1992

SCIS 696615 .

.Ind1v1‘dual
“the construction of
: pas_t_areidentifiedand

presented :  book.

71

LEV: Upper primary Lower secondary

AVAIL: Paper $8.95

NEWSON Lesley Feehng awful. Macmillan, 1991
'ISBN 0330319892 o [616]

_ Just about all the illnesses and dlseases llkely to be

encountered by healthy youngsters are dealt with in
this very useful little booklet. And not only are they

* dealt with, the explanations are couched in language

that older children will easily understand. This'is

- therefore a very important work, helprng not only to
glve children some control gver their own health but

giving them theidea that they should have this control,

- by understanding how their bodies function,
dysfunction and recover. Christopher Masters’.

illustrations are informative and amusing. F. Gardiner
LEV: UpperpnmaryLowersecondaryMrddle secondary
AVAIL Paper $7.95 -

"In the same series:

NEWSON, Lesley Burgers and bugs ‘the science
behind food. Macmillan, 1991

ISBN 0330319906 . [641.3]

SCIS 693341

BROWN, David J The Kingfisher book of how they

- were built. Kingfisher, 1991
ISBN 086272760X . . - . [624.09]

technological changes
which have allowed

significant buildings
and monumentsof the

explained simply in
this- attractively.

Beginning before the
time of the pharaohs,
examples of -new
building techniques.
from - many
civilisations are illustrated in a double page spread
The work is arranged in chronological order and hasa
glossary and index. It would be a useful reference for
Design and- technology, Science and technology as

-well as for history and architecture. L. Bowring
'LEV: Upper primary Lower seoondary Middle seco
' SCIS 704798 '

AVAIL: $24 95

ANDREWS, Jeni Funwith fashlon Ashton Scholastlc,

1991 .
ISBN 868967890 - . " . [646]_

- SCIS 705406 -

SCIS693343 :

.LEV: Upper primary Lower secondary
AVAIL: $26 95 '

Young glrls whose involvement w1th the world of
fashion is beginning to assume great importance will
appreciate this catalogue of suggestionsand ideas. The
book'’s best feature is that instead of hornbly kitsch
results which are too often the hallmark of such tomes, -
the contents are generally quite stylish and, at least -
from an oldie’s vantage point, very becoming. The
book’s design is very attractive, instructions are clear,
and- colour illustrations are profuse and sometimes

- support the text in providing instruction. Adornments-

of all sorts are covered: clothes; jewellery; hair care; -
make up. Ideas for recycling clothes are also included.
F. Gardiner

LEV: Upper primary Lower secondary Mlddle

_secondary

AVAIL: Paper $7.95 'SCIS 693459

ALLEN Bob Mountain brklng Wayland 1991
ISBN 0750201827 : v » [796.6]

Mountain bikes are the.latest off-road vehicles.
Devéloped in the USA for downhill racing their
popularity has spread world-wide. Thisbook employs
a chatty style to introduce aspects of mountain biking,
The origins are expldined and the champions given
advice onaspects of competitive racing. Thereisplenty
ofadviceregarding brcycle selection, maintenanceand
safety. The perspective is British but the advice is
sound and can be applied to the Australian situation.
Many colour photographs supportthe text. L. Bowrmg

- SCIS 697614

N

ALLEN, Bob Wind and surf. Wayland 1991
ISBN 0750204680

| Surfing on boards and wmdsurfers is popular all over:

the world. This enthusiastic introduction to the world
of surfing provides' a brief history to the sport, an

“explanationof theequipmentneeded, basicinstructions
on how to surf safely and suggestions formaintaining

fitness for sport. A chapter is devoted to world
champions. The format is attractive with lots of colour
photographs and information boxes. That. this is a
British publication may account for-a reference to
Margaret River being in NSW not WA and the serious -
omission of sunscreen use under the sectionon safety
L. Bowring »

LEV: Upper primary Lower secondary

AVAIL: $26 95

TAMES Richard 1900-1919 Watts, 1991 _ )
ISBN 0740602619 : P 0 '82]

Students will be attracted by the format and ‘the

»generous use of contemporary photographs in this -
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 historical overview of two decades. Primary emphasis -

is on the social history of the time and only a few

significant political events are described. Essentially -

British in perspective, there are some global references
but very few Australian events. The short passages of
text are deceptive in that they employ sophisticated
language and do not explain the concepts used. This
factor restricts the effective use of the resource for the
older, more capable students. L. Bowrrng

LEV: Middle secondary S

-~ AVAIL: $24.95" SCIS 690418
In the same senes .
: TAMES, Richard The 1920s. Watts, 1991 o
- ISBN 07496_05251 : o [909.82]

SCIS 689368
o EVAL: Highly recommended

CHRISP Peter The Roman Empn'e Wayland 1991
ISBN 0750201991. . B . ' 937}

Ancient Rome from the republ1c to the end of the

... empireissurveyed in this simple, easy to read history.

Becauseseveral centuriesarecovered, srgmflcantevents
and institutions are mentioned but not discussed in
any detail. Social and religious aspects are included
but thebooklargely focuses on a chronological account
_of polrtlcal events. The textisinterspersed withextracts
from ancient sources thereby providing some idea of

-hpw sources are used to reconstruct what happened in-
. thepast. Attractive illustrations similarly complement
_the text and enhance its visual appeal Includes an -

~ index. H. Vickers
LEV: Upper primary Lower secondary . -
AVAIL: $29.95 SCIS 700896

In the same series:

SMITH, Nigel The American frontler Wayland 1991‘

ISBN 0750202351 - - : o [937]
' SCIS 700917

ROGASKY Barbara Smoke and ashes. Oxford 1991
ISBN 0192722425 S : : {940.53]

MartrnG1lbert’ sTheHolocaust1sprobablythedef1n1t1ve .

work on the horrorand 1nhuman1ty of the Nazi “Final -
Solution”. However, its size and scope make itdifficult
for most school-aged readers. Rogasky covers much.

the same ground but her accessible language, clear

organisation, strong focusand appropriateillustrations

. make this one suitable for most secondary students.

There is a good background to Jewish life in Europe'

‘before the rise of anti-Semitism, and Hitler’s rise to.
power is discussed. The éxtent of the Holocaust is told
- powerfully,dramatically and unequivocally. A. Barber '

LEV: Middle secondary Upper secondary
AVAIL: Paper $15.95

FITZGERALD Sh1rley Mlllers Point. Hale &
Iremonger, 1991 o :
ISBN 0868064432 - - R [994_,4]

To commemorate the 1992 anniversary of the Council -
of the City of Sydney severallocal hlstory studies were

commissioned. This is one of a series that includes
Surry Hills, Chippendale and Pyrmont/Ultimo.. A

study of Sydney itself isduein 1992. Millers Pointtells

the history of this harbourside and dockside area cut

.off from neighbouring The Rocks by geography and
“Harbour Bridge approaches. The language is detailed

but unexciting. Appropnate illustrations, including

maps, and boxed primary sources are very useful. The

index is good. A. Barber

"LEV: Middle secondary Upper secondary
AVAIL $24 95 . '

SCIS 711147"

R Professional reading/Teachers resources

~ The follozbing resources are Aarrange_d alphabetically by title.

Kids and the law: aguide for parents, youth workers

and teachers. Edited by Lynne Spender Redfern Legal
Centre, 1991 _
ISBN.0947205160 R v : [344.94]

Many parents, teachers and youth workers need to be

aware of their legal rlghts and responsibilities, and the.

rights of the children in their care. Case studies and
information primarily about NSW laws are provided
in 6 broad categorles in this easy-to read-guide. The

categones mclude laws affecting children in general

aswell aslaws affecting children in the home, at school

or colleges, when: leaving home and during
employment The final section deals with childrenand
crime. Two supplementsbriefly describeand list NSW
government and interstate welfare services. Useful as
a teacher’s reference and for 2 unit Legal studles

D. Collins

AUD: Professional -
LEV: Upper secondary
AVAIL: Paper $17.95
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- ISBN 0947205284

SCIS 697765 '

AVAIL: Paper $49.95

SCIS 690639 .
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The law handbook: the easy to use practical guide.
4th edition. Edited by. Lynne Spender Redfern Legal
Centre, 1991 -

-[349. 944]

Highly recommended asa general legal resource thJS
handbook has particular relevance for the 2 unit Legal
studies course. The 30 chapters include basic’ legal
informationonawide variety of topics, 1nclud1ng new
‘sections on guardianship and- alternative dispute
resolution. The value of this handbook is enhanced by

a plain English text, margin notes, a comprehensive

index, a glossary of terms and a bibliography. This

“fourth edition includes a free updating supplement to

be produced in 1993. D. Collins
AUD: Professional

LEV: Upper secondary e ,
- SCIS 710850

BRINCKERHOFF Rlchard F. One mlnute readmgs
Addlson-Wesley, 1992 .

- ISBN 0201231573 | 36l

. As we move into an era of far-reaching scient_ific and .
- social change, and as at least part of the world moves

sufficiently far up Maslow’s hierarchy of needs to be

able to devote time and energy to the consideration of -
.ethics, this latter must begin to assime an importance

in the array of school subjects. This interesting book
presents some 80 issues, social and ethical, and across
the broad spectrum of the sciences, for reflection. It
comes witha brief teachersmanual. My onlyreservation
is the subtle bias in the phrasing of some of the issues;
but alert teachers will incorporate this as part of the

" discussion. F. Gardiner

LEV: Middle secondary Upper secondary

. AVAIL Paper $16. 95 +$7.95 for teachers manual

'SCIS 702287

STRONGIN Herb Science on a shoestrmg 2nd ed -

Addison-Wesley, 1991

| ISBNO201257602 ’ [507]

g _Thrs well des1gned resource for teachers w1sh1ng to
give their students hands-on experience inscienceand - .

technology, using inexpensive, readily available

materials, is organised around the 3 themes matter,
' change andenergy. Someé62activitiesare accompanred
~ by step by step instructions, including a script for the

teacher. Suggested grade levels, time needed to

complete theactivities, materials, the conceptscovered,
- vocabulary, further activities and evaluation are also "

included. Where necessary diagrams, worksheets or
safety guidelines, such asthe use of goggles, accompany
the investigations. M. Ellis

AUD: Professional |
'AVAIL: Paper $26.95

ff'

R . D and teacher-librarians.
 SCIS 704604 N — -

WALSH Maureen Story maglc readmg w1th real

books. Oxford UP, 1991 |

ISBNO195533208 - [4284]

Part 1 of this resource cOnsistsof amodel whjch can be
applied to picture books by teachers in order to teach

beginning readers. It includes an outline of the .
.importance of context, content, concepts, story
' structure, vocabulary knowledge and word

recognition. Part 2 shows the way in which the.
principles outlined can beapplied to 10 popular picture
booksincluding The very hungrycaterplllar Different
strategies such as'sequencing, prediction, cloze
activitiesareincluded. Suggestions for other titles,and

. an assessmient table are prov1ded at the end of each

unit. M. Ellis .
AUD: Professional

AVAIL: Paper $1995 - o SCIS 704847

' WALKER Kate Story writing the low stress way

Kate Walker Ink, 1992

The craft of wr1t1ng is not one that can be taught. But
many techniques can be learnt and Kate Walker has
produced (ie written, typed and published) a manual

- which will assist teachers who have rejected the red

pens and former teaching strategies (write about what

_youdid on your hollday') but who recognise the need .

for some structure in the process of creative writing
development. Kate's struggles and facility with the
pen.are both in evidence in this handy booklet which .
detailsawide variety of activities toencourage students
toexplore their own capabilities. And most valuable of

“all, it provides structures without ever transferring -

ownership of the work frorn the writer — Kate, as well

Aas being a successful author, has conducted many
_Creative writing classes F. Gardlner :

~AUD: Professional - ’
_-AVAIL: Paper $12 from Kate Walker 14 Dent St

Islington 2296 «

_Congratul'ations.

‘to Catherme Brown
currently teacher-librarian at Bourke High School
who recently received a
- Director-General's Award -
for Excellent Service to Public Schools '
~and - '
to Ruth Buchanan ‘

teacher-librarian at Jamison Hrgh School :

who has been awarded a Thomas T. Roberts
Education Fellowship for 1992 which will fund a

]oumey to North America to investigate future -
- directions for school libraries

Scan'Vol 11No2 May 1992
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ALIA
Seminar at Cherrybrook Technology HS— Planmng &

- monitoring a school library program: August 15.
Contact Niki Kallenberger 02 484 2144 . :

Seminar at Monte Sant’ Angelo College - Ralsmg the

profile of the school library: October 31. Contact D1 '

S1mpson 02 922 2547

The 1992 ALIA Conference 'The heart of the matter ‘

will be held in Albury-Wodonga from September 27-
October2. A discountis offered for early registrationat

. this conference which will address issues both across -

theinformation professionand for school librarianship.
Contact ALIA on 068 020071 :

ALIA NSW School L1brar1es Section 1992

- Committee

President: Niki Kallenberger Cherrybrook Technol-
ogy High

Vice President: M1che11e Ellis, Bexley North Public
School

Secretary Carrol Evans, SCEGGS Darlinghurst
Treasurer: Ann Plowman, St Thomas High, Leichhardt
- Past President: Ian Balcombe, DSP Met East

Children’s Book Counc1l South-West

sub-branch
Pat Hutchins: 7.30 pm May 19 at Moorebank
Commumty Centre

Children”s‘ literary luncheon: 12 noon 27 June
Campbelltown TAFE School of Catering

Adults” literary games' & quiz mght 730 pm at
- Moorebank Community Centre

Tricia Oktober & Rodney McRae:7.30 pm 16 September
at Moorebank Community Centre
For further information phone Di Bates 606 0985

School lerary Assoc1at10n of NSW 1992

committee -
" President: ]ohn Lee
Vice President: Gayle Follan
Treasurer: Angela Gollmer
-Access Editorial Board: Cathy Hill & Judy O’Connell
Editor (T&L): Lesley Watson -
ASLA Council: June Wall, PegCraddock James Henn
“John Lee
Publications Officer: Diana Herbert

SLANSW profess1onal development -
Information skills; Performance indicators: 29 August.
Contact PO Box 187 Rozelle 2039

The Children’s Book Counc11 Book of the :

Year Awards: 1992 shortlist

Children’s book of the year: older readers
- French, Simon Change the locks' (Ashton Scholastic)
Kelleher, Victor Del-Del (Random House Australia) -

McRobbie, David Mandragon (Mammoth Australia)

Marsden,John The letters from the inside (Macmillan)

Nilsson, Eleanor The house guest (Omnibus’ Books)
Walker Kate Peter. (Ommbus)

- Children” sbookoftheyear youngerreaders

Barbalet, M and Tanner, ] The wolf (Viking)
Flenberg, Aand Gamble, K The magmflcent nose and
other marvels (Allen & Unwin)

- French, Jackie Rain stones (Angus & Robertson)
" Gleitzman, Morris Misery Guts (Pan)

Uternorrah, D and Torres, P . Do not 8o around the
edges (Magabala)

Wrightson, P & Cox, D The sugar-plum tree (Vlkmg) :

- Picture book of the year

Baker, Jeannie: Window (Julia MacRae)

‘ Early, Margaret William Tell (Walter McVitty)
Gouldthorpe, PJ & Dennis, CJ Hist! (Walter McVitty)

James, A & Rubenstein G Dog in, cat out (Omnibus)

- Meeks, Arone Raymond Enora and the black crane -
- (Ashton Scholastic) _

Vivas, ] & Wild, M Let" the celebratlons begm-
(Omnibus Books) :

CBC Notable Bool<s

" In an attempt to broaden the public's awareness of

books, the CBC publishesa list of books which missed

out on nomination for the shorthst but which are
- nonetheless worthwhile. Notable books is available

from the CBC for $5.

IBBY Dlplomas

1992 Diplomas to Australians have been awarded to
Dodger by Libby Gleeson (Turton & Chambers) for
writing and Aesop's Fables by Rodney McRae

o (Margaret Hamllton) for illustration.

'Landcare action resources guide for environmental

- education, a publication sponsored by the National

Soil Conservation Program, has been distributed to
'schools in the south east of NSW. Have you seen a
copy? The person to contact is Keryn Kefous -
Landcare Education Consultant - PO Box 1038
Tuggeranong ACT 2601

" Dates for your diary

Australian Library Week: 2-9 October

Children’s Book Week: 25 — 31 July.
Theme: Windows into worlds
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~ Aaseng, Nathan

Allen, Bob

" Anderson, Scoular

Andrews, Jeni

. Ardley, Neil
'Ardley, Neil .
. Bailey, Donna

Bailey, Vanessa

Barbalet, Margaret
" ‘Barden, Robert

Barrett, Norman .
Bell, Wendy-
Bell, Wendy
Blacker, Terence

: Blashfield, Jean:

Bradford, Clare
Bradley, John
Brennan, Richard -

Brinckerhoff, Richard F
~ Brown,; David
- Brown, Elizabeth

Brumpton, Keith
Burnie, David

* Chrisp, Peter ~ :

Civardi, anne
Coombes, Robert
‘Curtis, Philip
Dalton, Les -~
Davis, Carole
Day, David

De Figueiredo, John
De Paola, Tomie’
Deutch, Richard

- Devonshire, Hilary
.Dunham, William

Escott, John

Fine, Anne
Fitzgerald, .Shirley
Foreman, Michael
Gay, Michel
Goetsch, David
Graham, Amanda
Graham, Bon
Gunton, Tony -

'Hacker, Michael

Hacker, Michael
Hall, Penny

- Harper, Graham

Harris, Colin
Hayward, Harold -
Heycox, Kay

“Hill, Susan

Hunt, Julie
Ikeda, Daisaku
]ames, Barbara
Jennings, Paul
Jennings, Terry

. Jungman, Ann

Keaney, Brian
Kelleher, Victor
Kidd, Diana

49
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69 -

5855882
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69

49
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72
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- 52
65

69

54

48
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49

61 -

59
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58

49

51
59
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70
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57

61,
67

64
63
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Kingsland, Robin -
- Lafferty, Peter

Laider, Greg
Lancaster, John

"Lennie, David

Lester, Alison
Lever, Ruth

- Linton, Kate
* Lobstein, Tim -
" Lovitt, Charles

Lunn, Helen
Macdonald, Caroline
Mackness, Brian

" Mahon, Kate
Mattingley, Christobel

McCann Daryl.

McCaughrean, Geraldine

McCuen, Gary
McRobbie, David

‘McRobbie, David

McTavish, Douglas
McVeity, Jen
Moloney, James -
Morgan, Nina
Mortis, Jill

Myers, Norman

" Newson, l,esley

Nielsen, Ann
Nilsson, Eleanor . .
Norman, Lilith
O'Connor, Pamela
Odgers, Sally"

"~ Odgers, Sally

Ottley, Ian

‘Palmer, Joy .

Parker, Steve

: Pead, David

Petocz, Peter
Pilkington, Dois
Pizer, Abigail
Pohl, Peter

‘Powell, Jillian
" Robson; Denny .

Rogasky, Barbara
Sis, Peter ‘
Slater, Tedd_y
Smallwood, Mary
Smith, Mike
Smith, Nigel

Stone, Kazuko
Strongin, Herb

Sykes, Don

‘Tames, Richard
* Tames, Richard

Thiele, Colin

~ Thomson, Pat
Tolbert, Steve

Trezise, Percy
Uéumano,'Alan

Van Leeuwen, Jean
Vaughan, Marcia

828R RLBRIL

55

2222

63
46
64

65
" 70

63

63.
70
67 -

2838

57

61
61

62 - .

62

67

© 70

49

28R

72
55

" 51

69

72 -

73 -

53

IR

57

59

" Resources index by author

Verma, Surenda

Von Hertzen, Catarina
~ Wagner, Jenny

Walker, Kate

Walsh, Maureen
Ward, Brian
Watts, Barbara

. Wesley, Mary -

Whatley, Bruce
Wild, Margaret .
Williams, Charles F

. Wilson, Jacqueline
Woodhouse, David

Young, John

46

55
.61 .
73

73
70

288893

63

48



. 1900-1919

Albert Einstein

‘Aligay saves the stars
All alone

All the sea between

'American fontier, The

Anneli the art hater - -
Anther good friend - -
Answerman, The

" At the take-away
‘Australian- ABC, The

" Australian dictionary of science

Australian Medical Association gui'dé to
. Better for everyone

Beware of the aunts
big lie, The »
blue dress, The

- Burgers&bugs

Businessin Australia book1 .
Business studies '

' Business studies book 1

" Business studies book 2 v

Can I keep him?

l | Caprice-a stockman's daughter
. Car-rumba - ) :
Card tricks

Ca'tching acold
Channeary

Cinderella/Alex & the glass siipper

Climbers ..

. Communication :
" Communication technology

Creeklanders, The:
Crime & punishment

" Crossfire

Dear Mum you're ruining my life

‘Del-Del

" Deserts

‘Dido has diabétes
-Digger's mate

Down the drains
Dragon poems

‘Drawing’

dream palace, The

Earth alert

Electricity " -

Ending war against the earth

. Environmental chemistry

eye witness, The

fat & juicy place, The
Feeling awful

fifty dollar fall, The
Fires astonishment :

" Flyers

- Flying machines

Follow the dream
Four-eyed monster

- fourth caution, The .

Honest Mum I've looked everywhere

- Fun with fashion

Gaia atlas of future worlds, The -
Galileo - '

" Genetic engineering education kit

Global warming

Growth

guide to common ilinesses, A -
High tech, high co$t?

e
54 .

AANLLLEE2SEB Bl

288§

67

46

63

. 59

63

63

67

55
55
64
71
47
'70
47

47

67

47

‘47

* Practical science

o _Resbiu‘_égs index by ti'tle‘ ’

Hook line & stinker
house guest, The
How is it done?

* Human body

HumanTrights ,
If this is the real world

Ig & Tig's trip to earth
Information technology and you: people
‘Information technology in business

Information technology: theory,

" Information technology & you: an

Introducing business studies book 1

_'Introducing information technolo
" Introductory statistics - :

Isabella's bed
Johnny my friend

. Journey through genius
Journey through Japan

Jumpers
Just one tear

X ki_ds,' first book of Amagic_al acﬁviﬁes,
“Kids' guide to fishing

Kids & the law

Kingfisher book of how they were Built,-

Kites & flying objects

‘.- Landmarks

law handbook The -

. Levitating trains & kamikaze genes
Listening with Zachary - o
" Litle Grunt & the bigegg = .~ .

Living with technology
Lizard log '
Loppylugs

Louis Pasteur _

magic boomerang, The

" Magic landscapes -

Magic tricks
Magnets- -
Mandragora

Masks & funny faces

Maths problem solvin.g & modelling for
Maths problem solving & modelling for

Millers Point

Milly Fitzwilly's mousecatcher -
Miranda - ) :
Mountain biking . o

Mr Browser meets the Mind Shrinkers
Ms Wiz banned

. Mungoon-gali the giant goanna
naked ghost, Burp! and blue jam, The -
 Nurnigadin' & Willijen -

Oceans - -
On the edge

. One minute readings .

- Over population crisis or.challenge
. 'paddock, The- '
*~'Panda & the bushfire

" Paper crafts

Penguin dictionary of information

* . Perhaps you should talk to someone _

Phillip & Jack the monster
Polar lands

princess & the moon, The

‘Printing . o
*Puppets - . o A
"+ question of survival, A :

PREEUSEEERRSINRE

49
69

&R

‘72
71 .
.69 -

64

73 ..

49

%3

49
57

57

68
50

65

SER

68

69

’ -Ra@iatioh exposures .
- Rainforests
. Really rapt

Recycling rubbish v
Return of the nimbin

. Roman Empire, The - »
" Rose meets Mr Wintergarten
. "Rub-a-dub-dub :

Science & life
Science on a shoestring

~Shadow theatre

Singinga song

" slumber party, The

Smoke & ashes -

"Sound

Space machines .
Stick insects

Story magic reading with real books -

Story writing the low stress way

" Street of dreams  ~
‘Sustaining the earth

Swimmers
Technology at work
Technology for tornorrow

“Technology in your world
_Technology & you

Territories
Tessa's promise

" Three loony months .
* Truth game - L

ugliest dog in the world, The
Uniderstanding diabetes
wacky book of witches, The |

" Waste management

Wind & surf
wolf, The

Your book of magic secrets -
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SUBSCRIBE NOW AND BECOME A MEMBER OF PETA

What does PETA dq? PETA feels that the best way to serve its members and pursue its aims
is through an extensive program of publishing - not of journals, but of major books and other

i

practical material especially written for Australian teachers by Australian teachers.

Each year PETA members receive 3 books, a number of the practical PENs (Primary English

Notes), President’s Letters, bookmarks and from time to time bonus publications.

PETA

/2

I

NAME

ADDRESS

(POSTCODE)

Substantial mailings are despatched 3 times a year.
Members can purchase publications at discounted rates.
For an information brochure please phone or write to

PRIMARY ENGLISH TEACHING ASSOCIATION
Laura Street, Newtown, NSW 2042 Australia
Tel: 02) 565 1277, 02) 565 1071, 02) 565 1072
Fax: 02) 565 1070
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Become a SCAN subscriber now!

Contact Name/Title (for subscription):

Address:

O At $32 (NSW Government School)
O At $40 (Other agencies)

Attached is a cheque to the value of $ : payable to the NSW Department of School Education.

N T

SCAN SUBSCRIPTION FORM
Please register my subscription for () copy/copies of SCAN for 1992.

Product No: 5735

School Code/ Customer No;

Signed

Postcode

Telephone

Date: / /199
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