
Reading and writing

NSW Department of Education

The evidence base in practice

Presenters
Hayley Millard and Sarah Martin  11 August 2023



Acknowledgement
of Country

We recognise the Ongoing Custodians of the lands and 
waterways where we work and live. We pay respect to 
Elders past and present as ongoing teachers of knowledge, 
songlines and stories. 

We strive to ensure every Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander learner in NSW achieves their potential through 
education.
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Outline 

1. Frameworks for understanding reading

2. Evidence based reading instruction

3. Frameworks for understanding writing

4. Evidence based writing instruction

5. Next steps and key resources
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Frameworks for understanding reading
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Gough & Tunmer, 1996



The Simple View of Reading
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Gough & Tunmer, 1996



Scarborough's Reading Rope
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The Big Six – Deslea Konza

8





Explicit teaching 
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What works best

Benefits students in all year 

groups and of all ability levels

Recognises that learning is a 

cumulative and systematic 

process

Supports students towards 

independent learning



Gradual release of responsibility model 
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The teacher taking responsibility for learning 



The teaching and learning cycle
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What do I want my 
students to learn?
Use syllabus and progressions 
indicators to specify the focus 
areas for development

How will I get my 
students there?
Identify teaching and learning 
activities, strategies and 
resources to support student 
development of identified skills 
captured in the syllabus outcomes 
and progressions indicators

Has the teaching and 
learning been 
successful?
Use the learning progressions 
to monitor student growth and 
inform assessment and feedback

What can my 
students do?
Use progressions indicators 
to identify literacy and 
numeracy learning needs



Key resources 
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To support your teaching 
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Frameworks for understanding writing
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The Writing Rope
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The writing process
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The teaching and learning cycle
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What do I want my 
students to learn?
Use syllabus and progressions 
indicators to specify the focus 
areas for development

How will I get my 
students there?
Identify teaching and learning 
activities, strategies and 
resources to support student 
development of identified skills 
captured in the syllabus outcomes 
and progressions indicators

Has the teaching and 
learning been 
successful?
Use the learning progressions 
to monitor student growth and 
inform assessment and feedback

What can my 
students do?
Use progressions indicators 
to identify literacy and 
numeracy learning needs
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Writing in the NLLP 
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The support cycle for teaching writing



Components of quality 
writing instruction 

• Writing environment

• Learning intention/Success 

criteria

• Explicit teaching

• Frequency 

• Differentiation

• Checking for understanding

• Writing across KLAs

• Integrated nature of reading 

writing 
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For further advice 
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