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Acknowledgement of Country

We strive to ensure every Aboriginal and Torres Strait 

Islander learner in NSW achieves their potential 

through education.
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Differentiation is the 

process of tailoring 

learning experiences to 

address each student’s 

individual strengths, 

needs and interests.



4

Our  Why - to meet the needs of our students where they are at
Differentiating the Curriculum  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The spread of the range of ability - I need to have my students accessing the ES1 curriculum as well as the stage 2 one so that they progress at the level that they are at.
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Differentiation is about knowing 
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When can we differentiate ?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We are focusing on differentiating the product and content Planning, creating and designing.Real time learning experiences Reflection and evaluatingDesigning and implementing assessments
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These are the learning experiences that you use for students to 
develop their understanding of a topic. It involves:

- Providing varying levels of difficulty (tiered) or varying topics of 
interest

- Offering different amounts of teacher and student support to 
complete a task

- Giving students choice about how to express their 
understanding

- Varying the length of time provided for a task

- Providing access to materials targeting different learning styles

- Using different grouping strategies e.g. high with middle and 
middle with low.

Differentiating Product & Differentiating Content
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Differentiating Product & Differentiating Content
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Differentiating Product & Differentiating Content
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Student need to know why the lesson is good for them. Most the time if students clearly understand what they are supposed to learn and how they can show that they have learned  it …they will be interested in trying.Students should never attempt work that sets them up for failure.Neither should work leave them with the feeling that they did not learn anything.
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How do I meet needs of  my students where they 

are at ? The just right - not too difficult, nor too easy

1. Have a clear understanding of what they are supposed to be 

learning in the lesson

-LISC -Why are they learning it and where it fits into their learning

-what students are asked to do ,to learn is so important.

2. Lesson needs to be an appropriate increased level of challenge.

Students need to know what they are aiming for in today's practice, 

and how that moves them forward in what they practiced yesterday.

3. Lesson must support the diversity in student readiness and and 

ability to master the content, skill and reasoning process at this level 

of challenge. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
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HOW ?

Planning for the needs in your class

1. Formative assessment gathered in 3 ways

Observe your students - dispositions

Observe their work -samples CTJ

Observe students in the process of doing their work

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The most relevant information comes from what students did yesterday so you have a where to next that is differentiated to meet their learning needs.
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How ?

If most students are not up to the next content don’t 

teach it. 

Give students opportunities to do something that they 

clearly see develops their understanding and gives 

evidence of it.

Example here
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Where to Next 

Differentiation Adjustment Tool

Presenter
Presentation Notes
DoE has developed the tool.

https://education.nsw.gov.au/teaching-and-learning/high-potential-and-gifted-education/supporting-educators/implement/differentiation-adjustment-strategies
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My understanding of 
differentiation ?
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Let’s ask the student
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Data Analysis
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What does data say?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The initial survey results indicated that the students were not experiencing a variety of teaching and learning techniques.  As a result, students were not engaged enough. Students were not demonstrating a deep understanding of the concept. So we have decided to implement the differentiated unit of work in three different KLAs- Maths, English and Industrial Arts based on a concept. 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
The concept we have chosen IS  ‘Structure’ for Maths and Industrial Arts and ‘Change’ for English. We’ve chosen to showcase Maths in this short time- as the results were more noticeable. The unit of work for Maths was ‘Pythagoras Theorem’. The targeted students for this project included an Aboriginal student, a G&T student and a student with special needs. 
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Differentiation Strategies

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Differentiation strategies for Aboriginal student included the 8 ways of learning. Students were asked to watch a clip and write a story on the history of Pythagoras Theorem and share this with their peers. Students also created a learning map through the poster activity. Many of the activities involved applying intra-personal and kinaesthetic skills to learning which the students enjoyed. 
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Differentiation Strategies
: HPGE

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Differentiation strategies for G&T students included higher order thinking skills. Students were asked to research and derive the Pythagoras Theorem and its converse which required higher order algebra skills. In this unit of work students were also given an opportunity to access the stage 5 outcomes such as finding the slant height of cone and applying Pythagoras to 3 dimensional figures. 
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Differentiation Strategies
: special needs (Autism)

Widgets
Geogebra

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Pictographic and written cues were used to support the student with special needs. The oral explanations were supported with visual representations through the PowerPoint presentation, widgets and geogebra activity. Detailed instructions were provided for all the hands on activities. The tasks were scaffolded where required. 
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Success 

HIGH effect size

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Student post survey indicated that the project was a great success. Students’ feedback was highly positive. They felt that understanding the concept was easy. Teacher observation revealed that the engagement level throughout the unit was very high. The pre-test and post test results indicated a 0.3 effect size.  
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