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Showcasing 
evidence 

based 
practice

Stage 2 students at Caddies Creek PS 
researching individual convicts

Jenny Scheffers, teacher librarian, and Najwa Joukhdar, Year 
4 class teacher, at Caddies Creek Public School (CCPS), share 
an exciting project captured in ClassMovies, which focused on 
the integration of Guided Inquiry (GI) research and information 
and communication technologies (ICTs). Evidence based 
practice (EBP) data clearly demonstrated explicit learning 
outcomes for students.

Background to Guided Inquiry at CCPS
Caddies Creek Public School, located in north-western Sydney, 
has a student enrolment of approximately 1000 pupils; 
comprising thirty-seven mainstream classes and three support 
classes. The library’s dynamic teaching and learning programs 
are based on Cooperative Planning and Teaching (CPT), a 
flexible teaching timetable, the Guided Inquiry (GI) research 
framework and the integration of a wide range of information 
and communication technologies including computers, iPads 
and online resources. 

As reported in previous Scan articles, (Scan 32.1 and Scan 34.1) 
iPads have been successfully integrated across the school 
since 2012.

https://education.nsw.gov.au/teaching-and-learning/professional-learning/scan/past-issues/index/volume-32--2013
https://education.nsw.gov.au/teaching-and-learning/professional-learning/scan/past-issues/index/volume-34--2015
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Preparing for student learning
In preparation for the unit, two planning meetings 
were held with the six staff to discuss and plan the 
webquest task, the teaching and learning activities, 
student scaffolds and the available library resources 
and online tools. Each class had ninety minutes in the 
library per week, over a ten week term. Two of these 
classes, including the focus class, also had the support 
of a teacher’s aide. 

Class teachers buddied students in pairs, or in groups 
of three academically, so that the more capable 
students could work independently and the less able 
students would be supported by teacher assistance. 
Each student group was allocated a particular 
library iPad which they used throughout the unit to 
record their research findings. Final conclusions were 
presented in an iBook. 

This webquest unit was programmed using the eight 
design phases of Guided Inquiry, developed by 
Kuhlthau, Maniotes and Caspari (2012). These are:

• initiation

• selection

• exploration

• formulation

• collection

• presentation (create)

• presentation (share)

• assessment.

Here is an overview of the programmed teaching and 
learning activities. 

ClassMovies illustrating quality practice
In 2015, the Department of Education launched a 
partnership with ClassMovies (intranet), an exciting 
online video project, aimed at promoting and sharing 
a wide range of exemplary teaching practices and 
initiatives. Schools across the state were invited to 
make a short documentary which addressed one or 
more of eight Departmental key initiatives and focus 
areas:

•  beginning teacher support

•  Connected Communities

•  collaborative practice

•  curriculum implementation

•  Early Action for Success

•  engaging with your school community

•  Local Schools, Local Decisions

•  technology for learning.

ClassMovies provides us with opportunities to 
photograph, video and interview students throughout 
their learning journeys. The project requires schools to 
develop a story line and submit it with photographs 
and video footage on a USB to Filmpond. We tried to 
include input from as many students as possible. The 
company then compiles these files into a five minute 
video. The teachers involved work collaboratively with 

the ClassMovies staff to edit and finalise the video, 
which is then uploaded to the ClassMoviesTV site. 
Students and staff involved also receive a hard copy 
DVD of the completed video.

Integrating Guided Inquiry and ICT 
In Term 2 2015, five Year 4 classes participated in a 
collaborative, library based GI webquest unit about 
the First Fleet convicts. This unit, led by the library, 
supported and extended the students’ understanding 
and knowledge of British colonisation as part of the 
HSIE program. Class 4J was selected as the focus for 
a very exciting and rewarding ClassMovies project, 
which highlighted students’ GI research journeys 
and the integration of a wide range of ICTs. This 
particular class was chosen because of the class 
teacher’s previous experience with using the online 
tools Edmodo (as class library research blog) and also 
Survey monkey. This ClassMovies project covered the 
Departmental key initiatives of collaborative practice, 
curriculum implementation and technology. 

The given webquest research task, based on a  
NSW DoE Country Areas Program research module 
was:

You are the Governor of NSW in charge of the first 
colony and therefore able to pardon convicts. You 
decide to pardon one carefully selected convict to 
assist in the work of the new colony. Who will you 
pardon and why?

The convict you chose needs skills in helping to: 
• improve building in the colony
• run Government House
• improve farms and gardens.

http://www.rde.nsw.edu.au/capresources/
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Selection [Immerse]
Students:

•  build further knowledge by browsing the library’s 
wide collection of nonfiction books 

•  design their own introductory questions about the 
First Fleet and its convicts 

•  record their introductory questions and keyword 
answers in their iBooks

•  brainstorm the possible factors that need to be 
considered when selecting which convict to pardon

•  create a mindmap of these factors using the Popplet 
app and import this into their iBooks

A student created mindmap of factors to consider when 
choosing convicts to pardon

•  pairs of students complete first survey in Survey 
monkey.

Initiation [Open]
Students:

•  brainstorm their existing knowledge about the First 
Fleet

•  view YouTube clips about the arrival of the First 
Fleet and life as a convict

•  reflect on the YouTube videos and record and 
complete: 

˚We didn’t know that …,

˚It’s interesting that …,  

˚We want to learn more about … 

Video notetaking page from a student iBook 

•  set up initial pages in their research iBooks 
(including the iBook cover, Contents and Reference 
pages) using the Book creator app that was 
reviewed in Scan. 

Screenshot of Survey monkey results

Exploration [Explore] 
Students:

•  access the Convicts records database and select the 
eight to ten most valuable convict occupations that 
could assist with the setting up of the colony 

•  sort their chosen occupations according to the three 
given webquest criteria 

•  decide on their group’s most important three 
convict occupations, and provide a brief written 
justification for their choice  

•  check the First Fleet database to ensure convicts 
with these chosen occupations did in fact sail and 
survive on the First Fleet. If not, choose another 
occupation.

Dr Kylie Shaw – identifying and implementing 
innovative practice

http://www.convictrecords.com.au/facts
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Formulation [Identify]
Students:

•  formulate their research focus question and 
contributing questions, based on their earlier factors 
to consider mindmap

•  create a mindmap of these research questions using 
the Popplet app and import this into their iBooks.

Research question mindmap created on Popplet

Collection [Gather] 
Students:

•  search a range of online databases including First 
Fleet online and nonfiction books to create a list of 
four to eight convicts with these occupational skills 
and who were possibly worthy of being pardoned

•  record relevant keyword information about each of 
these convicts

•  complete (in pairs) Survey monkey 2.

Working in pairs enabled children to collaboratively discuss, 
refine and extend their ideas, feelings and understandings, as 

well as to value each other’s responses.

Presentation [Create]
Students:

•  reflect on the positives and negatives of selecting 
each convict to reduce their list of possible convicts 
to two and then finally one

•  decide whose perspective their final presentation 
will  be designed from, including Governor Phillip, 
the chosen convict or a news reporter 

•  select which presentation iPad app is most 
appropriate for presenting their findings 

•  draft their final response (Exposition) to their focus 
question, justifying their convict choice

•  design final presentation using their chosen iPad 
app(s) and import this presentation into their 
research iBook. 

PowerPoint slide documenting positives and negatives of 
possible convicts for pardon

Presentation [Share Phase]
Students:

•  use a written proforma to peer review three other 
group’s iBook’s and final presentations 

•  present orally their group’s favourite iBook in a class 
sharing circle.

Assessment [Evaluate Phase]
Students:

•  reflect about their term’s research journeys by 
completing Survey monkey 3, which involves more 
in-depth questioning and self-reflection. 

https://dl.dropboxusercontent.com/u/61500515/Scan%20journal%20online%20RV%20assets/Scan%2035.1/E%26J-iBook.pdf
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Evidence based practice (EBP): tracking 
learning outcomes 
A wide range of assessment tools were used to 
provide EBP data of students’ learning throughout 
the unit. These included teacher observation, formal 
interviews, the students’ research iBooks, final 
presentations, peer review proformas as well as 
Edmodo and Survey monkey responses. These 
two online tools, in particular, provided invaluable 
insights into students’ thoughts, feelings and 
understandings. Each week, the teacher librarian 
posted questions on the class’s library research 
Edmodo blog for the students to respond to, including 
how they were feeling about their research and why. 

At the conclusion of each lesson in the library, pairs 
of students posted their self-reflective responses. The 
teacher librarian responded to students’ messages 
and also tracked students’ comments, by copying and 
pasting them into a table. Similarly, pairs of students’ 
Survey monkey responses were also collated. Updated 
student tracking records were shared and discussed 
with the class teacher. Students really enjoyed self-
reflecting about their learning, composing their 
own postings, reading those of classmates and also 
teachers’ replies to their messages. Several students 
shared the blog with their parents at home. 

Conclusion
This collaborative, library led, unit was very 
successful, largely due to the seamless integration 
of ICTs and the Guided Inquiry Design framework. 
Students were highly engaged and motivated, as 
they were empowered by their ownership of the 
research. Students also demonstrated a great sense 
of responsibility in having the power to pardon 

a real convict who actually once lived in the first 
settlement. The unit brought Australian history to life 
and was closely integrated with the class program; 
in particular with the class’s study of Jackie French’s 
novel Nanberry: black brother white (2011). 

The webquest unit clearly supported and extended 
the class program and enabled students to develop 
and refine their historical inquiry skills. Working in 
pairs allowed children to collaboratively discuss, refine 
and extend their ideas, feelings and understandings, 
as well as to value each other’s responses. At times 
students had to negotiate to produce an end result. 

Participation in the ClassMovies Project created 
great excitement, enthusiasm and a strong sense of 
teamwork, as the students and three staff involved 
all worked collaboratively to document this dynamic 
learning experience. Parents too were very keen and 
proud of their child’s involvement. The ClassMovies 
Project provided a wonderful opportunity for our 
school to showcase and share an exemplary teaching 
model which may be adapted by other school 
libraries. The video was presented at several teacher 
librarian conferences during 2015, including the 
Department of Education school libraries conference 
Libraries for future learners: inspire, connect, transform, 
share. Professor Ross Todd and Lyn Hay also 
showcased this ClassMovie at an international teacher 
librarian conference in South Africa. Charles Sturt 

University has now included this video on a reading 
list for trainee teacher librarians. The overwhelming 
success of the library’s ClassMovies project inspired 
three other teachers at Caddies Creek Public School 
to undertake other ClassMovies projects themselves.

This most memorable CPT and ClassMovies venture 
will ensure the continual development and expansion 
of the library’s collaborative programs and the 
further integration of information and communication 
technologies and evidence based practice. 

Integrating Guided Inquiry and ICT at Caddies Creek PS

... ClassMovies Project created great excitement, 
enthusiasm and a strong sense of teamwork ...

http://www.classmoviestv.com/?movid=S9068-08-S2600-001
https://players.brightcove.net/6111178309001/default_default/index.html?videoId=6115596153001


  2016  Volume 35, Issue 1    12

Contents Editorial Reflections Learning & teaching Research Share this Resource reviews

Britannica STEM products are curriculum aligned, 
cater for visual learners, support differentiation 
for self-paced learning and directly assist in the 
development of critical thinking, creativity and 
evaluation skills.
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