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Gearing up for success with DoE
Google Apps for Education
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Michelle Hostrup is an Assistant Principal at
Camdenville Public School in Newtown where teachers
have been using Google Drive in a variety of ways over
the past six months. This article outlines how teachers
and students at Camdenville PS are using Google Drive
to enable effective collaboration and communication.
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Context
Teachers have always collaborated to design
programs for teaching and learning, develop
assessment tasks, track student learning and much
more. The potential for collaboration afforded by
the new online tools within Google Drive and Google
Apps for Education is an exciting new development.
All teachers would be familiar with the challenges
faced when attempting to collaborate on traditional
word documents:
•b
 eing unable to edit if someone else is using it
•h
 aving multiple copies of one document saved
and trying to determine which one is the most
recent
•e
 nsuring documents are saved in the correct place
• r emembering to bring the necessary device
or USB with you that day in order to continue
working.
At its most basic level, Google Drive addresses these
administrative issues and goes on to achieve much
more for teachers and students.

Google Drive in the classroom
Students in NSW public schools have access to the
DoE instance of Google Apps for Education (GAFE)
through the DoE Portal. Primary and secondary
students can find the link by expanding the list in
the Learning area of the homepage. They can also
download the mobile apps for Apple or Android and
log in using their school email address.
Google Drive and GAFE have incredible potential
for creating authentic learning experiences in the
classroom. They provide a platform through which
students can co-create resources, documents and

Google Apps and Office 365 can both be found in the
Learning area on student portal homepages.

tools, share their learning and respond to the learning
of others. A recent example of this was using a table
in a Google Doc as a recording tool where all students
in a Year 1/2 class were given access to the same
document. Their task was to identify what vegetables
could be grown within a particular time frame to sell
at a market at the end of term. Having this central
space meant that students could see the findings of
their peers, avoid doubling up on the research and
contribute meaningfully to a shared outcome. The
students were highly motivated by this task and
engaged in a range of authentic conversations about
their findings, asking each other questions as the
information was recorded, and contributing to the
work of others.

Table in a Google Doc: Which vegetable grows the quickest?

Google Drive also provides a space in which students
can capture and share their work. For example, in a
lesson on different lines (straight, curved, horizontal,
vertical, parallel) students in a K/1 class used iPads in
the school playground to take photos of examples of
lines and then sort them into the appropriate folder
on Google Drive. At the end of the activity the teacher
used the Google Drive folder as an assessment tool by
displaying the images and asking students to check if
the images were in the correct folder and explain why.
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Google Drive for collaboration
with teachers and teams

Put Google Apps in My Essentials for easy
access

Examples of lines in the playground, found by Kindergarten students; students then
discussed whether they were curved or straight and moved them to a different folder.

Students have also used Google Forms
to create surveys in order to gather
data from the wider community. As
these forms are already online they
can be easily shared through school
websites, emails and social media
accounts. Students received useful
feedback from people they would not
normally be able to contact easily,
such as scientists around Australia
and students from classes around the
world, and were able to use the tools
within Google Drive to translate the
information into graphs to help them
represent the data more clearly.

One of the most significant ways in
which Google Drive has impacted
teacher practice at Camdenville Public
School is its use in programming.
This impact is evident in a number of
different ways such as:
• engaging in real-time collaboration
• seeing the changes someone else is
making to a document at the same
time
• accessing work from any device at
any time
• responding flexibly to the needs of
students
• recording changes to programs
immediately by sharing annotations
and adjustments with colleagues.

Kindergarten students developed a simple
survey using Google forms and shared it via
the class Twitter account. They used their
results to determine what they should plant
in the garden in order to have a successful
market.

Taking the time to talk about a
sequence of lessons and develop a
shared understanding of the goals and
purpose of a program is vital to any
collaboration. Teachers engage in these
conversations before any programming
can happen. Once these

Google Apps and Microsoft Office 365 are
listed in My learning tools in the DoE portal.

frameworks have been established,
and all teachers have a sense of the
direction of a program or series of
lessons, teachers are able to use Google
Drive to work simultaneously on a
document. No longer do they need to
wait until the master copy is available
or save multiple copies of the same
document and then copy across their
work at a later time. Teachers are able
to use the comments tool to talk to
each other as they program even if they
are not in the same room. They can
see what colleagues are planning and
ensure that their lessons link, add to
each other’s lessons, offer feedback and
write lessons together without having
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to be in the same physical space. As a
result of the immediacy of the changes
made on Google Drive, teachers are
able to find out what worked or did
not work in another teacher’s lesson
and adjust their lesson accordingly.
This means that teachers are not only
collaborating to develop lessons but
collaborating to improve and refine
lessons and improve the opportunities
for student learning. This level of
collaboration is empowering teachers.
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They report how much it has helped
them to think more flexibly about
programming and respond more
effectively and frequently to student
needs. When asked how she felt about
using Google Drive one teacher said I’ll
never go back, and the sentiment was
echoed by other teachers in the room.
Google Drive is also enabling teams to
streamline administrative processes.
Meeting agendas are able to be added
to and edited by all members of a

Teachers collaborating using Google Drive

Research

Curriculum support

When asked how she felt about
using Google Drive one teacher said
I’ll never go back...
team, which ensures that meeting time
is used productively and all members
of the team feel a sense of ownership
of the process and the content. It also
enables teachers to share and capture
data more easily in a number of ways.
Using Google sheets to record and
track student progress makes the
process of data management much
simpler. Schools have traditionally used
spreadsheets stored on a shared drive
for this purpose, which again means
that only one person can access the
document at time, often leading to
multiple copies of the document and
confusion about which set of data
is accurate. Google Drive eliminates
these issues by enabling everyone to
input information simultaneously. The
capacity to track changes and restore
or undo particular actions ensures that
data is recorded accurately.
Using Google Drive as a tool in
professional learning activities provides
teachers with a number of ways
of sharing their learning, reflecting
together and collaborating to create
resources that can be used by others.
When learning about a particular
writing strategy, Big Writing, teachers
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used Google Slides to develop a
presentation to record the essential
elements of the strategy. As teachers
were working on the presentation
in a shared document in real-time
they were engaging in meaningful
discussions about the strategy, refining
their understanding and co-creating
a resource that represented their
knowledge. Through this process,
teachers took responsibility for their
own professional learning, responded
to feedback from colleagues and
developed a sense of ownership over
the strategy being introduced.

Google Drive beyond the school
community
The platform provided through Google
Drive enables collaboration across
schools in ways that were previously
incredibly difficult and time-consuming
if not impossible. Teachers working
together in schools across a large
geographic region have collaborated
to develop a range of tools to support
teachers in using different assessment
strategies. The teachers had one faceto-face meeting to refine their ideas
and develop a plan and then were
able to maximise the time together
by collaborating on the tools through
Google Drive, editing the different
documents simultaneously and sharing
documents created in real-time.
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Following this meeting, teachers from
five different schools across Sydney
continued to edit and improve the
tools created and offer each other
suggestions in order to develop a
resource that is ready to trial in a
range of different settings. Using
Google Drive enabled the teachers to
work on the documents when they
had time, use the activity record to
see what changes other people had
made, respond to those changes if
required and offer feedback to each
other without needing to schedule a
conference call or a meeting around
the schedules of eight teachers. The
relationships built between teachers
across schools through the process of
refining work, exchanging feedback
and collaborating are an incredibly
positive outcome and will provide
a strong foundation for further
collaborative projects

Rachael Arnott/Shutterstock

Google Drive also provides tools which
make the administrative aspects of
working across schools much easier
to manage. Using a Google Form to
register teachers for workshops at a
combined school Staff Development
Day meant that teachers were able
to identify and select workshops
ahead of the day. Organisers knew
how many people would be attending
each workshop and could organise
the spaces appropriately. Google
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Calendar provides a tool for managing
different events across schools and
gives teachers ownership when
coordinating events without needing
to phone a number of different schools
to negotiate a date and time that suits
everyone.

Where to next?
Fundamentally, Google Drive provides
a tool through which teachers are able
to work in a way that more closely
resembles their classroom practice.
Just as students are expected to
collaborate, co-create and share their
ideas so too are teachers. Google Drive
provides a platform and set of tools
that make these processes easier and
more streamlined. This article barely
touches on the potential of Google
Apps for Education and the ways they
can have a positive impact on student
learning. The possibilities are endless:
students and teachers giving feedback
on, adding to and refining teaching
and learning programs; students and
teachers collaborating to develop
resources and programs; parents and
community members having a space
in which they can contribute to the
learning of students without being at
the school and so much more. Google
Drive is an incredibly powerful online
tool, however it is up to teachers to
make the most of its potential.
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Download your
free alignment guides
Interested in learning more about ACER’s
Progressive Achievement Tests?
Register to attend a PAT Professional
Learning Seminar near you.
Sydney, 15 October 2015, 8.45am–3.00pm
Contact Terri.Cornish@acer.edu.au
or call 1800 338 402 to learn more.

https://www.acer.org/au/pat
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