A quick guide to
Artiﬁcial Intelligence
Artificial intelligence (AI) is a machine or computer program that can do
human-like ‘thinking’ to complete a task.
AI can be in robots that look like people or animals.
AI can run in the background of a computer program like a phone assistant.

Types of AI
Narrow AI

This type of AI is able to do a single or focused
task and may be better at this than humans,
e.g. AI chess player, computer programs that
know faces.

General AI

This type of AI would be able to think and act
just like a human. This type of AI is only in
science fiction.

Super AI

Adapted from Hintz, 2016

This type of AI (or superintelligence) would be
better at thinking in all ways than humans. This
type of AI is only in science fiction.

Machine learning is the way computers can automatically learn from data to find
patterns and make decisions, without much help from humans.
Scientists and ordinary people are asking a lot of questions about AI because they
want it to be used to make people’s lives better.
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