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EAL/D Educational Leadership Strategy 2026  

The EAL/D Educational Leadership Strategy aims to build the capacity of schools to achieve the best possible outcomes for all EAL/D 

students. The Strategy commenced in 2021, with 28 experienced TESOL qualified EAL/D specialists placed in 23 principal networks. In 2025, 

31 EAL/D specialists, recruited for 3 years, will support schools in evaluating their current practices, and planning, implementing and 

evaluating EAL/D strategies that are effective in enhancing student learning outcomes across principal networks state-wide. 

EAL/D Education Leaders 

EAL/D Education Leaders will provide targeted, high-quality, evidence-based professional support and advice for key personnel, including 

school leaders and teachers, across principal networks to increase their capacity to address the diverse English language, literacy, learning 

and wellbeing needs of EAL/D students, including those who have recently arrived and those from refugee backgrounds. They will identify and 

support opportunities for school leaders and teachers of EAL/D students to strengthen communities of practice within and across schools.  

EAL/D Education Leaders will work with school leaders to collect and analyse evidence to plan, implement and evaluate whole school 

strategies and personalised approaches to learning to support the needs of their staff, students and school community. 
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Locations 

Leaders are based in NSW public schools and work across a community of schools. 

Operational 

directorate 

Principal 

network 

Name Email Base school 

Metropolitan North Carlingford Yvette Ek-Moller yvette.moulakas@det.nsw.edu.au Carlingford West Public School 

Metropolitan North The Hills Karen Brown karen.elizabeth.brown@det.nsw.edu.au Jasper Road Public School 

Metropolitan North The Ponds Cathy Belme catherine.belme2@det.nsw.edu.au Excelsior Public School 

Metropolitan North Quakers Hill Gabrielle Weiss gabrielle.weiss1@det.nsw.edu.au Nirimba Fields Public School 

Metropolitan North South Creek Michelle Fitzgerald michelle.fitzgerald13@det.nsw.edu.au Marsden Park Public School 

Metropolitan South Auburn Rosie Sugden rosie.sugden1@det.nsw.edu.au Wentworth Point High School 

Metropolitan South Chullora Panayiota Zouriakas panayiota.zouriakas@det.nsw.edu.au Bankstown North Public School 

Metropolitan South Parramatta Luke Nolan luke.nolan@det.nsw.edu.au Parramatta West Public School 

Metropolitan South Strathfield Guliz Eyvaz guliz.eyvaz@det.nsw.edu.au Victoria Ave Public School 

Metropolitan South Beverly Hills Abby Saleh 
(M,Tu,W,F) 
 
Tamara Jurinic 
(Th) 

abby.saleh1@det.nsw.edu.au 

tamara.jurinic@det.nsw.edu.au 

Beverly Hills Girls High School 
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Operational 

directorate 

Principal 

network 

Name Email Base school 

Metropolitan South Girraween Kerry Cheeseman kerry.cheeseman@det.nsw.edu.au Wentworthville Public School 

Metropolitan South Kogarah Cindy Valdez cindy.valdez@det.nsw.edu.au Kogarah High School 

Metropolitan South 

& West 

Fairfield Margaret Finos margaret.finos@det.nsw.edu.au Fairfield Public School 

Metropolitan South 

& West 

Cowpasture Suchita Andrews  suchita.andrews2@det.nsw.edu.au Bonnyrigg Public School 

Metropolitan South 

& West 

Glenfield Donna Hawatt donna.hawatt@det.nsw.edu.au Lurnea Public School 

Metropolitan South 

& West 

Liverpool Catherine Best catherine.keegan@det.nsw.edu.au Miller Technology High School 

Metropolitan South 

& West 

Bankstown Megan Best megan.best2@det.nsw.edu.au Condell Park High School 

Metropolitan South 

& West 

Bungarribee Michael Cleary michael.cleary3@det.nsw.edu.au Evans High School 

Metropolitan South Chipping Carmel Cranney carmel.cranney@det.nsw.edu.au Bass Hill Public School 
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Operational 

directorate 

Principal 

network 

Name Email Base school 

& West Norton 

Regional North Callaghan Renata Ninevski renata.ninevski@det.nsw.edu.au Heaton Public School 

Regional North Mooney 

Mooney 

Emma Dornan emma.roncari@det.nsw.edu.au Gosford Public School 

Regional North & 

West 

Coffs Harbour Vivien Eddie vivien.eddie@det.nsw.edu.au Coffs Harbour Public School 

Regional North & 

West 

Macquarie Susan Chapman susan.chapman14@det.nsw.edu.au Orana Heights Public School 

Regional South & 

Connected 

Communities 

Wollongong Kim Rhodes kim.haynes@det.nsw.edu.au Wollongong West Public School 

Regional South & 

Connected 

Communities 

Macarthur Andrew Clayton andrew.clayton3@det.nsw.edu.au Gregory Hills Public School 

Regional South & 

Connected 

Campbelltown Kerrie Quee  
(M-W) 
 
Tamara Jurinic  

kerrie.quee@det.nsw.edu.au Campbelltown Public School 
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Operational 

directorate 

Principal 

network 

Name Email Base school 

Communities (W, F) tamara.jurinic@det.nsw.edu.au 

Rural North Armidale David Partridge david.partridge3@det.nsw.edu.au Armidale Secondary College 

Rural South & West Wagga Wagga Kate Gunter kate.gunter2@det.nsw.edu.au Wagga Wagga High School 

Rural South & West Albury Vicki Newman vicki.newman@det.nsw.edu.au Murray High School 

Regional South & 

Connected 

Communities 

Connected 

Communities 

Kerry Kete kerry.kete@det.nsw.edu.au Bowraville Central School 

 

Rural South & West Queanbeyan Sascha Ogilvy sascha.ogilvy2@det.nsw.edu.au Queanbeyan Public School 

Rural South & West Griffith TBA  Griffith Public School 

 

For more information please contact: 
Melanie Rios 

EAL/D Education Advisor – Leadership Strategy 

Phone: 0460 037 359 

Email: melanie.rios@det.nsw.edu.au 
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© State of New South Wales (Department of Education), 2025 

The copyright material published in this resource is subject to the Copyright Act 1968 (Cth) and is owned by the NSW Department of Education or, 

where indicated, by a party other than the NSW Department of Education (third-party material). 

Copyright material available in this resource and owned by the NSW Department of Education is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 

International (CC BY 4.0) license. 

  

This license allows you to share and adapt the material for any purpose, even commercially. Attribution should be given to © State of New South 

Wales (Department of Education), 2025.  

Material in this resource not available under a Creative Commons license: 

• the NSW Department of Education logo, other logos and trademark-protected material 

• material owned by a third party that has been reproduced with permission. You will need to obtain permission from the third party to reuse its 

material. 

Links to third-party material and websites 

Please note that the provided (reading/viewing material/list/links/texts) are a suggestion only and implies no endorsement, by the New South Wales 

Department of Education, of any author, publisher, or book title. School principals and teachers are best placed to assess the suitability of resources 

that would complement the curriculum and reflect the needs and interests of their students. 

If you use the links provided in this document to access a third-party's website, you acknowledge that the terms of use, including licence terms set out 

on the third-party's website apply to the use which may be made of the materials on that third-party website or where permitted by the Copyright Act 

1968 (Cth). The department accepts no responsibility for content on third-party websites. 

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

