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[bookmark: _Toc73459821]Advice to the teacher supporting students 
If using in a classroom context you may like to:  
· use this resource in a workshop setting with a group, whole class or an individual student to work through on their own  
· pause the recording and ask students to read, reflect and write 
· refer to school-based course work, text pairing and assessments to do the activities. 
[bookmark: _Toc73459822]Advice to the independent student 
If using this resource at home independently you will need:  
· a black pen and lined paper  
· access to your school based coursework for all modules 
· a copy of the student booklet either hard copy or digital 
· access to the 2019 HSC marker feedback, the 2019 HSC examination and the sample examination materials for English Studies, all available within the NESA English Studies webpage.  
You can use this resource to refine your understanding of the different styles of writing and expand your writing skills. This will help you in your preparation for section IV writing skills.  

[bookmark: _Toc73459823]Part one – understanding the types of text required in Section IV of the examination – writing skills 
[bookmark: _Toc73459824]Imaginative texts 
[bookmark: _Toc73459825]What does this section of the examination look like? 
In this section of the examination, you will be required to compose a creative extended response based on a stimulus or question. This section does not require you to connect with the texts you have studied in class. Rather, it is an opportunity to showcase your skills in writing. 
[bookmark: _Toc73459826]Time management tips 
This section of the paper is about 30 minutes in length. 
Time management is crucial to your performance in an examination. Some tips to help you manage your time for this section of your examination are listed below: 
· Check the clock regularly 
· Ensure that you dedicate time to write an adequate conclusion 
· Plan your response before you begin writing. An outline or skeleton of what to include in your response will help you stay on task and avoid spending too much time answering one section of the question at the expense of others.  
[bookmark: _Toc52434670][bookmark: _Toc73459827]Activity 1 – types of text
How confident are you in writing the three types of text? Tick the most appropriate column in this table for how you feel right now. 
[bookmark: _Toc73459851]Table 1 – levels of confidence about the three types of text
	Type of text
	Very confident
	A little confident
	So-so
	A little worried
	Very worried 

	Imaginative
	
	
	
	
	​

	Informative
	
	
	
	​
	

	Persuasive
	
	
	
	
	



[bookmark: _Toc73459828]Activity 1a – types of text features 
When you have watched the videos and completed the activities for this support session, come back to this table and write down at least two features of each type of text that you have heard in the videos. Your confidence should have improved and you won’t find these types of texts so concerning. 
[bookmark: _Toc73459852]Table 2 – notes on the types of texts
	Type of text
	Feature one
	Feature two 

	Imaginative
	
	

	Informative
	
	

	Persuasive
	
	


[bookmark: _Toc52434669][bookmark: _Toc73459829]Resource 1 – types of texts 
Imaginative – texts that represent ideas, feelings and mental images in words or visual images. An imaginative text might use metaphor to translate ideas and feelings into a form that can be communicated effectively to an audience. Imaginative texts also make new connections between established ideas or widely recognised experiences in order to create new ideas and images. Imaginative texts are characterised by originality, freshness and insight. These texts include novels, traditional tales, poetry, stories, plays, fiction for young adults and children, including picture books and multimodal texts such as film.
Informative – texts whose primary purpose is to provide information through explanation, description, argument, analysis, ordering and presentation of evidence and procedures. These texts include reports, explanations and descriptions of natural phenomena, recounts of events, instructions and directions, rules and laws, news bulletins and articles, websites and text analyses. They include texts which are valued for their informative content, as a store of knowledge and for their value as part of everyday life. 
Persuasive – texts whose primary purpose is to put forward a point of view and persuade a reader, viewer or listener. They form a significant part of modern communication in both print and digital environments. Persuasive texts seek to convince the responder of the strength of an argument or point of view through information, judicious use of evidence, construction of argument, critical analysis and the use of rhetorical, figurative and emotive language. They include student essays, debates, arguments, discussions, polemics, advertising, propaganda, influential essays and articles. Persuasive texts may be written, spoken, visual or multimodal.

This glossary is contained in the NESA English Studies Stage 6 Syllabus © NSW Education Standards Authority (NESA) for and on behalf of the Crown in right of the State of New South Wales, 2017. 

[bookmark: _Toc73459853]Table 3 – types of text overview
	Imaginative​
	Informative​
	Persuasive​

	short story​
	news article​
	speech​

	extract of a creative piece​
	blog post​
	argument​

	poem​
	email ​
	blog post​

	imaginative extract​
	online response​
	online response​

	​
	review​
	opinion piece​



[bookmark: _Toc73459830]Activity 2 – reflecting on past learning –imaginative texts 
Complete the following questions by writing or typing into the boxes. 
Identify ONE imaginative text you have written in the past. 

Explain the plot

What was the purpose of this piece of writing?

Was it for class?

Was it marked, what did it receive?

What did you like about it?

What was the hardest part about writing it?


[bookmark: _Toc73459831]Resource 2 – reflecting on past learning – extract of an imaginative text 
There is this place my father used to take me. I remember driving with him in his old work van. Rusty tools rattled in the back. He used to drum on his steering wheel while he drove. My bed shakes a little and I'm instantly taken back. I hear a car honk and I'm there. It's one of those memories your brain begs you to relive. I'm scared of what might happen if I do what it wants and let go of reality. I give in, and suddenly I'm back.
The van bounces as we hit a pothole. I hear dad swear. He hates the council. He turns to me and makes me promise not to tell mum what he said. I promise. All is quiet. I'm happy. Then he passes an accident and I remember which memory this is. Which time. I beg my brain to make it stop. I brace myself.
“Dad” I say quietly, “What's a divorce?”
[bookmark: _Toc73459832]Resource 3 – basic structure for a narrative 
Narratives are texts that entertain their reader by dealing with unexpected events (Humphrey, Droga & Feez, 2012). 
The structure of a narrative includes:
Orientation: introduces the story including time and place, the settings and the main characters or narrator (Humphrey et al., 2012).
Complication: a sequence of events that start in a regular fashion however become unusual or dramatic forcing the characters to react (Humphrey et al., 2012).
Resolution: overcomes the complication and solves the problem (Humphrey et al., 2012).  
Coda: an optional stage evaluating the events, allowing the reader to understand how the characters have changed (Humphrey et al., 2012).
This means the story has:
a clear setting (including characters, place, time)
problem/starting event (an event or issue that starts the story – which is not necessarily a ‘negative’ event)
character reactions to the problem and their plan(s) of how to respond to the problem
attempts to solve problem (sometimes plans don’t work!)
consequences of these attempts to solve the problem (what happens next?)
resolution to the problem (often with some kind of message or lesson that has been learnt)
A good story has more than a start, middle and end.
[bookmark: _Toc73459833]Resource 4 – short imaginative response 
What is needed for a short imaginative response? We need to remember that this does not need to be a complete story. Rather this can be a moment in time of a larger event. 
What should we include in this type of narrative? 
· No more than two characters.
As this is a short response, dialogue and long conversations (like in a typical story) are not needed.
· A strong setting. 
· This doesn’t have to be wild or adventurous the setting can be a room in your home or the street you are walking down, but it must be vividly explored, and you will need to use clear imagery. 
· A purpose that is evident from the onset.
· This doesn’t have to be a large grand purpose it can be that the character is reflecting on their life and choices in a moment whilst driving OR it could be the moment of action that involves the character. 
· A clear understanding of audience. 
· Remember this is written for exam conditions so your intended audience are adults. 
[bookmark: _Toc73459834]Activity 3 – imaginative text – your turn 
Write the outline of an imaginative text using the subheadings below to guide your thinking.
Allow yourself approximately 15 minutes to complete this task. 
Plot: 

Character/s: 

Beginning to an imaginative text (Short story)
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