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International studies – 100-hour sample scope and sequence (sample b)
This example is provided as a guide only. Schools will operate their department approved electives based on school and student’s needs and local context.
Table 1 –100-hour scope and sequence (sample b)
	Topic
	Timing
	Outcomes
	Assessment

	Understanding culture and diversity in today’s world
50 hours
	Terms 1 and 2
20 weeks
	IS5-1, IS5-2, IS5-3, IS5-4, IS5‑5, IS-5-6, IS5-7, IS5-8, IS5‑9, IS5-10, IS5-11, IS5-12
	Multimodal presentation

	Culture and beliefs
20 hours
	Term 3
8 weeks
	IS5-2, IS5-3, IS5-4, IS-5-6, IS5‑8, IS5-12
	Case study

	Culture and travel
15 hours
	Terms 3 and 4
6 weeks
	IS5-2, IS5-3, IS5-4, IS-5-6, IS5‑10, IS5-11, IS5-12
	Travel brochure

	Culture and sport
15 hours
	Term 4
6 weeks
	IS5-4, IS5-5, IS-5-6, IS5-9, IS5‑10, IS5-11
	Group research task




Additional information
Please complete the following feedback form to help us improve our resources and support.
The information below can be used to support teachers when using the sample scope and sequence for International studies.
Rationale
International studies is an interdisciplinary course that provides a unique conceptual framework for the study of culture, and the promotion of intercultural understanding.
Through education, travel, work and trade, students increasingly understand how the study of culture requires knowledge to inform values and develop individual and community participation, action, and commitment to be a global citizen.
International studies provides students with an opportunity to explore and recognise their own cultures, and appreciate the richness of multicultural Australia and the world. As Australia is part of the Asia-Pacific region, the International studies course emphasises, but is not limited to, this region.
Students gain knowledge of different cultural practices, values, beliefs, and heritages to form a broader world view. They gain skills to recognise fact, detect bias and challenge stereotypes by exploring cultural difference and interconnectedness. This enables students to understand and value inclusion and to respect the rights of others.
Students learn to conceptualise and explore interrelationships and empathise with others at a local, national, regional, and global level.
In summary, International studies equips students with intercultural sensitivities and the critical skills of analysis and intercultural understanding to participate in, and contribute to, building a cohesive and just world.
Aim
International studies provides students with an opportunity to explore and recognise their own cultures and appreciate the richness of multicultural Australia and the world. The course enables understanding of cultures from different perspectives and develops skills to engage harmoniously in the globalised and interconnected world.
Purpose and audience
This resource is for teachers and leaders to provide examples of how outcomes can be mapped across the course. It also provides suggested patterns for assessment of learning at key stages in the course and models a possible sequence for core and option modules.
When and how to use this document
Use this document when designing a pattern of study for students to achieve course outcomes. The timing and combination of outcomes and assessment can be tailored to meet the needs of students in different contexts.
Differentiation
Differentiated learning can be enabled by differentiating the teaching approach to content, process, product and the learning environment. For more information on differentiation go to Differentiating learning and Differentiation.
When using these resources in the classroom, it is important for teachers to consider the needs of all students in their class, including:
· Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander students. Targeted strategies can be used to achieve outcomes for Aboriginal students in K-12 and increase knowledge and understanding of Aboriginal histories and cultures. Teachers should utilise students’ Personalised Learning Pathways to support individual student needs and goals.
· EAL/D learners. EAL/D learners will require explicit English language support and scaffolding, informed by the EAL/D enhanced teaching and learning cycle and the student’s phase on the EAL/D Learning Progression. In addition, teachers can access information about supporting EAL/D learners and literacy and numeracy support specific to EAL/D learners.
· Students with additional learning needs. Learning adjustments enable students with disability and additional learning and support needs to access syllabus outcomes and content on the same basis as their peers. Teachers can use a range of adjustments to ensure a personalised approach to student learning. In addition, the Universal Design for Learning planning tool can be used to support the diverse learning needs of students using inclusive teaching and learning strategies. Subject specific curriculum considerations can be found on the Inclusive Practice hub.
· High potential and gifted learners. Assessing and identifying high potential and gifted learners will help teachers decide which students may benefit from extension and additional challenge. Effective strategies and contributors to achievement for high potential and gifted learners help teachers to identify and target areas for growth and improvement. In addition, the Differentiation Adjustment Tool can be used to support the specific learning needs of high potential and gifted students. The High Potential and Gifted Education Professional Learning and Resource Hub supports school leaders and teachers to effectively implement the High Potential and Gifted Education Policy in their unique contexts.
All students need to be challenged and engaged to develop their potential fully. A culture of high expectations needs to be supported by strategies that both challenge and support student learning needs, such as through appropriate curriculum differentiation.
About this resource
All curriculum resources are prepared through a rigorous process. Resources are periodically reviewed as part of our ongoing evaluation plan to ensure currency, relevance and effectiveness. For additional support or advice contact the Teaching and Learning Curriculum team by emailing secondaryteachingandlearning@det.nsw.edu.au.
Alignment to system priorities and/or needs: This resource aligns to the School Excellence Framework elements of curriculum (curriculum provision) and effective classroom practice (lesson planning, explicit teaching).
This resource supports teachers to address Australian Professional Teaching Standards 2.2.2, 2.3.2, 3.2.2, 7.2.2
This resource has been designed to support schools with successful implementation of new curriculum, specifically the NSW Department of Education approved elective course, International studies © 2021 NSW Department of Education for and on behalf of the Crown in right of the State of New South Wales.
The resource is produced to assist schools with promoting and implementing the course for the first time. As the course may be taught by teachers from a range of key learning areas, the resource is designed to support teachers from a variety of KLA expertise.
Department approved elective course: International studies
Course outcomes: IS5-1, IS5-2, IS5-3, IS5-4, IS5-5, IS5-6, IS5-7, IS5-8, IS5-9, IS5-10, IS5-11, IS5-12 
Author: Curriculum Secondary Learners
Publisher: State of NSW, Department of Education
Resource: Scope and sequence
Related resources: Further resources to support International studies can be found on the Department approved elective courses webpage including course document, sample scope and sequences, assessment materials and other learning sequences.
Professional Learning: Join the Teaching and Learning 7-12 statewide staffroom for information regarding professional learning opportunities.
Universal Design for Learning Tool: Universal Design for Learning planning tool. Support the diverse learning needs of students using inclusive teaching and learning strategies.
Consulted with: Aboriginal Outcomes and Partnerships, Inclusion and Wellbeing, and EAL/D
Reviewed by: This resource was reviewed by Curriculum Secondary Learners and by subject matter experts in schools to ensure accuracy of content.
Creation date: 25 October 2021
Rights: © State of New South Wales, Department of Education
Evidence base:
[bookmark: _Hlk117858813]The long-term vision is for a curriculum that supports teachers to nurture wonder, ignite passion and provide every young person with knowledge, skills and attributes that will help prepare them for a lifetime of learning, meaningful adult employment and effective future citizenship (NESA 2020:xi).
NESA registration process for the NSW government schooling system indicates ‘the scope and sequence of learning/units of work mapped against the content and outcomes.’ (NESA 2021a:11) To maintain a consistent approach, department approved electives need to maintain this approach. The sample scope and sequence shows an option to ‘plan the scope and sequence of lessons from the syllabus to systematically build student understanding of skills, concepts and content knowledge’ (CESE 2020a:11).
The scope and sequence is a sample, as ‘international evidence that increased local decision making in relation to the curriculum is associated with higher levels of student performance’ (NESA 2020:52).
NESA also acknowledge the importance of a quality scope and sequence to support teaching and learning. They indicate that essential elements to be included in a school’s documented curriculum are ‘a scope and sequence and associated learning programs for each course, including teaching activities mapped against NESA syllabus outcomes and content, and including registration and evaluation’ (NSW Department of Education 2021:7).
This sample scope and sequence aligns with this advice.
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