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13. Aboriginal youth 

Smart and Skilled 
Eligible Aboriginal students are entitled to fee-free government subsidised training in 
priority skill areas, up to and including certificate III, with approved training providers. 
Subsidised training is also available for higher qualification levels. Visit the Smart and 
Skilled website for details. 

Scholarship, work and study 
opportunities 
Indigenous Scholarship Portal. Here you will find a list of scholarships available for 
Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander students currently studying at universities, TAFEs 
or registered training organisations (RTO’s). 

The Aurora Foundation supports high achieving Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
students to attain academic excellence at some of the most prestigious universities in the 
world. 

Aboriginal 
youth 

https://smartandskilled.nsw.gov.au/for-students/students-with-additional-needs/aboriginal-students-atsi
https://smartandskilled.nsw.gov.au/for-students/students-with-additional-needs/aboriginal-students-atsi
https://indigenousscholarships.com.au/#/nav/landing-page
https://aurorafoundation.com.au/
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The Charlie Perkins Scholarship Trust for students to study at the University of Oxford or 
the University of Cambridge. 

Indigenous Youth Leadership Program (IYLP) supports Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander students living in remote or very remote areas of Australia to attend a high 
performing secondary school (government and non-government, day and boarding) and/or 
university to complete Year 12 and/or an undergraduate degree. 

GO Foundation metropolitan Sydney region. Scholarships include financial assistance of 
$2,500 - $5,000 per year for educational needs for Years 11 and 12, and access to the GO 
Ecosystem where students receive access to mentoring, homework support, internships, 
work experience and other opportunities. 

Indigenous Youth Mobility Pathways 
Project 
Indigenous Youth Mobility Pathways Project (IYMP) offers young Indigenous people from 
rural and remote communities the opportunity to move to a host location and participate in 
further education, training or Australian apprenticeships. IYMP addresses the barriers to 
training, employment and education and provides holistic support to young Indigenous 
people whilst engaged in the project. 

The National Aboriginal Sporting Chance 
Academy 
The National Aboriginal Sporting Chance Academy (NASCA) utilises the power of 
structured sporting and culture programs to harness the educational, employment and 
health aspirations of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander young people. 

Aboriginal Employment Strategy 
Matching the right career seekers to the right opportunities, Aboriginal Employment 
Strategy (AES) supports a broad range of activities that are responsive to the needs of 
employers, Indigenous Australians and their communities. 

Rural and Regional Enterprise 
Scholarships Program 
These Rural and Regional Enterprise Scholarships will support regional and remote 
students to undertake STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics) 

https://www.perkinstrust.com.au/
https://www.thesmithfamily.com.au/programs/aboriginal-and-torres-strait-islander/indigenous-youth-leadership
https://www.gofoundation.org.au/scholarships/
http://iymp.com.au/
https://nasca.org.au/
https://aes.org.au/
https://aes.org.au/
https://www.dese.gov.au/rres
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studies. The scholarships will be for vocational education, undergraduate and 
postgraduate students (certificate IV to PhD). 

Educational Access Schemes 
Australian Aboriginal young people may apply for special consideration under the specific 
schemes at each university, and/or under the Educational Access Scheme (EAS). Check 
your preferred university website for their scheme. 

Supporting Aboriginal students at TAFE 
and university 
TAFE NSW, registered training organisations (RTO) and universities have programs and 
policies to facilitate access by Aboriginal students and to cater for their needs once they 
have enrolled. 

Other useful websites 
• Australian government policies and programs 

indigenous.gov.au 
• Indigenous Centres at Australian Universities 

• Information supplied by the NSW Department of Education, Aboriginal Education 
and Communities Directorate 

• Aboriginal centres in NSW Universities 

• Indigenous Teaching at Australian Universities 

• University of Notre Dame 
Nulunga Research Institute 

• University of Southern Queensland 
College for Indigenous Studies, Education and Research 

• University of Newcastle 
The Wollotuka Institute 

• Southern Cross University 
Gnibi College of Indigenous Australian Peoples 

• Central Queensland University 
Indigenous Engagement 

• Australian Catholic University 
First Peoples and Equity Pathways Directorate 

https://www.uac.edu.au/future-applicants/scholarships-and-schemes/educational-access-schemes
https://www.tafensw.edu.au/student-services/aboriginal-students
https://www.indigenous.gov.au/
http://www.indigenousteaching.com/indigenous-centres-australian-universities
https://education.nsw.gov.au/teaching-and-learning/aec/aboriginal-education-in-nsw-public-schools/aboriginal-centres-at-nsw-universities
http://www.indigenousteaching.com/
https://www.notredame.edu.au/research/nulungu/home
https://www.usq.edu.au/about-usq/schools-sections/ciser
https://www.newcastle.edu.au/about-uon/our-university/indigenous-collaboration/the-wollotuka-institute
https://www.scu.edu.au/gnibi-college-of-indigenous-australian-peoples/
https://www.cqu.edu.au/about-us/about-cquniversity/indigenous-engagement
https://www.acu.edu.au/about-acu/faculties-directorates-and-staff/Directorates/First-Peoples-and-Equity-Pathways-Directorate
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• Australian National University 
Tjabal Indigenous Higher Education Centre 

• Batchelor Institute 
Batchelor Institute of Indigenous Tertiary Education 

• Bond University 
Nyombil Indigenous Support Centre 

• Charles Darwin University 
Australian Centre for Indigenous Knowledges and Education 

• Charles Sturt University 
School of Indigenous Australian Studies 

• Curtin University of Technology 
Centre for Aboriginal Studies 

• Deakin University 
NIKERI Institute  

• Edith Cowan University 
Kurongkurl Katitjin, Centre for Indigenous Australian Education and Research 

• Federation University 
Aboriginal Education Centre 

• Flinders University 
Yunggorendi First Nations Centre for Higher Education and Research 

• Griffith University 
Gumurrii Student Success Unit 

• James Cook University 
Indigenous Education and Research Centre 

• La Trobe University 
Indigenous Strategy and Education 

• Macquarie University 
Department of Indigenous Studies 

• Monash University 
Monash Indigenous Studies Centre 

• Murdoch University 
Kulbardi Aboriginal Centre 

• Queensland University of Technology 
Oodgeroo Unit 
 

https://www.anu.edu.au/students/contacts/tjabal-indigenous-higher-education-centre
https://www.batchelor.edu.au/
https://bond.edu.au/current-students/services-support/student-support/indigenous-students
https://www.cdu.edu.au/indigenous-leadership
https://arts-ed.csu.edu.au/schools/indigenous-aust-studies
https://karda.curtin.edu.au/
https://www.deakin.edu.au/courses/nikeri
https://www.ecu.edu.au/centres/kurongkurl-katitjin/overview
https://federation.edu.au/about-us/our-university/indigenous-matters/aboriginal-education-centre
https://www.flinders.edu.au/about/indigenous-commitment
https://www.griffith.edu.au/gumurrii
https://www.jcu.edu.au/ierc
https://www.latrobe.edu.au/indigenous
https://www.mq.edu.au/faculty-of-arts/departments-and-schools/department-of-indigenous-studies
https://www.monash.edu/arts/monash-indigenous-studies/home
https://www.murdoch.edu.au/life-at-murdoch/perth-campus/facilities-services/kulbardi-aboriginal-centre
https://www.qut.edu.au/about/oodgeroo


© NSW Department of Education, Jun-21 5 

• MTC Opportunity Hub 
Opportunity Hub 

• RMIT University 
Ngarara Willim Centre 

• The University of Adelaide  
Wirltu Yarla Aboriginal Education 

• University of Canberra 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Foundation Program 

• University of Melbourne 
Murrup Barak, Melbourne Institute for Indigenous Development 

• University of New England 
Oorala Aboriginal Centre 

• University of New South Wales 
Nura Gili, Centre for Indigenous Programs 

• University of Queensland 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Studies Unit 

• University of South Australia 
Aboriginal Pathway Program (APP) 

• University of Sydney 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander support and safe spaces 

• University of Tasmania 
Riawunna Centre for Aboriginal Education 

• University of Technology Sydney 
Jumbunna Institute for Indigenous Education and Research 

• The University of Western Australia 
School of Indigenous Studies 

• Western Sydney University 
Badanami Centre for Indigenous Education 

• University of Wollongong 
Woolyungah Indigenous Centre 

• Victoria University 
Moondani Balluk 

Senior Pathways, Pathways and Transitions  
NSW Department of Education  
seniorpathways@det.nsw.edu.au  

https://www.mtcaustralia.com.au/youth-community/opportunity-hub/
https://www.rmit.edu.au/students/support-and-facilities/student-support/aboriginal-and-torres-strait-islander-students#:%7E:text=Ngarara%20Willim%20is%20RMIT's%20dedicated,and%20encouraged%20throughout%20their%20studies.
https://www.rmit.edu.au/students/support-and-facilities/student-support/aboriginal-and-torres-strait-islander-students#:%7E:text=Ngarara%20Willim%20is%20RMIT's%20dedicated,and%20encouraged%20throughout%20their%20studies.
https://www.adelaide.edu.au/wirltu-yarlu/
https://www.canberra.edu.au/future-students/information-for/Aboriginal-and-Torres-Strait-Islander-future-students
https://murrupbarak.unimelb.edu.au/
https://www.une.edu.au/info-for/indigenous-matters/oorala
https://www.nuragili.unsw.edu.au/
https://atsis.uq.edu.au/
https://www.unisa.edu.au/Study-at-UniSA/Study-with-us/Entry-pathways/Indigenous-Access-Scheme/
https://www.sydney.edu.au/students/support-and-safe-spaces.html
https://www.utas.edu.au/riawunna
https://www.uts.edu.au/future-students/indigenous-australians
http://www.sis.uwa.edu.au/
https://www.westernsydney.edu.au/badanami/badanami_centre_for_indigenous_education
https://www.uow.edu.au/about/services/woolyungah-indigenous-centre/
https://www.vu.edu.au/about-vu/university-profile/moondani-balluk/our-aboriginal-torres-strait-islander-profile/about-moondani-balluk
mailto:seniorpathways@det.nsw.edu.au
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