
Summary of changes to Student Behaviour 
Policy and Procedures (1)
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Changes made in June-July to the documents released in February 2022
Major change Document 

reference

Adjustments to language throughout the documents to:
• Emphasise the importance of high standards of behaviour and the authority of 

principals to act in accordance with the Policy and Procedures.
• Remove references to the Student Behaviour Strategy.
• Recognise the existing positive work of schools and staff.

Changes made 
throughout 
Policy and 
Procedures

Changes to the grounds of suspension: 
• Addition of “learning” under the second ground of suspension to read 

“unacceptable risk to health and safety, learning, and/or the wellbeing of any 
person”.

• Bringing content on continuing unproductive behaviour and property 
damage that was previously in the footnote into the body of the text.

• Including a notation that “Actual harm or unacceptable risk to health, safety, 
learning and/or the wellbeing of any person may include the student 
exhibiting the behaviour/s of concern”.

• Additional examples of behaviours of concern with reference to related 
policies or Legal Issues Bulletins.

Procedures 
section 3.3 

Allowing suspension extensions of up to 5 additional school days following 
consultation with DEL (approval required if seeking an extension of more than 5 
additional school days).

Procedures 
section 3.5.4

School Behaviour Support and Management Plan not required until end of Term 
2, 2023  (previously Term 1, 2023).

Policy section 
4.2.4



Summary of changes to Student Behaviour 
Policy and Procedures (2)

2

Changes made in June-July to the documents released in February 2022
Major change Document reference

Clarification that DEL approvals of principal actions are to ensure that 
students and schools receive additional system support as needed and 
that DELs must consider each request on its individual merit. 

Procedures sections 
3.5.1, 3.5.2 and 3.5.4

Changes to opening statements in Policy to emphasise student and staff 
rights in the school environment and explicitly recognise that behavioural 
interventions are necessary in some circumstances.

Policy sections 1.1, 1.2 
and 1.3

Further emphasis on early intervention, proactive management of student 
behaviour and early support from the system.

Policy section 4.2; 
Procedures section 2.2

Enhanced expectations for parental engagement, particularly in 
understanding the Behaviour Code, supporting implementation of the 
SBSMP and engaging with the school following a formal caution or 
suspension.

Policy sections 4.11.2 
and 4.11.3; Procedures 
sections 1.2, 3.4.1 and 
3.2

Adjustment to the grounds of expulsion on unsatisfactory participation in 
learning. A student must receive “a minimum of two written ‘N’ warnings 
in the same course from the principal because they are at risk of receiving 
an ‘N’ determination” rather than having to receive an ‘N’ determination. 
Related adjustments have also been made to align with NESA standards.

Procedures section 4.2 

Addition of a footnote allowing principals to carry a suspension over a 
calendar year in exceptional circumstances and in negotiation with the 
DEL.

Procedures section 
3.4.1 (footnote)

Additional references to the importance of adhering to the Work Health 
and Safety (WHS) Policy.

Policy sections 4.2, 
4.3.6, 4.6.7 and 4.7.1
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