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Handout  

 
Draw a line to match the scenario on the left hand side of the page to the form of abuse or neglect that might be suspected. 

 
Scenario 

  
Suspected form of abuse or neglect 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sexual abuse or ill-treatment 
  
 
Basic needs not being met (Hygiene/  
Clothing)  
 
 
Domestic violence 
 
 
 Necessary medical care 
 
 
Educational neglect 
 
 
Basic needs not met (supervision)  
 
 
Serious psychological harm 
 
 
 Physical abuse or ill-treatment 

 Charlie, 10 yrs, is often seen out on his bike late 
at night, hanging out with young adults who 
drink and are engaging in risky behaviour. 
  
 
Sam, 12 yrs, regularly absent from school on 
Mondays and sometimes Tuesdays, and there 
are weeks when he has not attended school. 
When anyone talks to him about this he just 
shrugs it off. Attempts to talk to his parents 
have not been successful. 
 
 
Lily, 7 yrs, is a lively little girl but you are aware 
she has difficulties concentrating at school. It’s a 
warm day and Lily has kept her jumper on. You 
suggest she takes it off as she is looking a bit 
hot. Reluctantly she takes her jumper off and 
you notice that she has red welts and bruising 
on her upper arms. 
 
 
Rachel, 13 yrs, is found crying in the toilets. It 
turns out she thinks she is pregnant. When you 
talk to her about telling her parents, she says 
you cannot tell her step-father and becomes 
even more distressed and fearful. 
 
Ben, 15 yrs, has been asked to direct you to the 
meeting room. You notice he has bruises on his 
face. You casually ask him how he got them. He 
says his dad accidently threw something at his 
mum, which hit him. 
 
Issie, 6 yrs, a quiet, anxious girl is very worried 
about what her mum will think of her work on 
display at Open Day. You overhear her mother 
telling Issie she is stupid and can’t do anything 
right. 
 
Caitlin, 10 yrs, is called “smelly” by the other 
kids as she has a strong body odour and smells 
of urine. School have given her fresh clothes and 
had a talk with her mum but nothing has 
changed, and Caitlin is increasingly ostracised by 
her peers. 
 
Jo, 9 yrs, has diabetes, his health until recently 
has been good, however he appears very unwell 
at times and cannot focus on his school work. 
His parents seem to be very reluctant to take 
him to the doctor. 
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Answer sheet for facilitators 

 Scenario Suspected form of abuse or neglect 
 Charlie, 10 yrs, is often seen out on his bike late 
at night, hanging out with young adults who 
drink and are engaging in risky behaviour. 
  
 

 

Basic needs not met (supervision)  

Sam, 12 yrs, regularly absent from school on 
Mondays and sometimes Tuesdays, and there 
are weeks when he has not attended school. 
When anyone talks to him about this he just 
shrugs it off. Attempts to talk to his parents 
have not been successful. 
 
 

 

 Educational neglect  
 

Lily, 7 yrs, is a lively little girl but you are aware 
she has difficulties concentrating at school. It’s a 
warm day and Lily has kept her jumper on. You 
suggest she takes it off as she is looking a bit 
hot. Reluctantly she takes her jumper off and 
you notice that she has red welts and bruising 
on her upper arms. 
 
 

 

Physical abuse or ill-treatment  

Rachel, 13 yrs, is found crying in the toilets. It 
turns out she thinks she is pregnant. When you 
talk to her about telling her parents, she says 
you cannot tell her step-father and becomes 
even more distressed and fearful. 
 

 

Sexual abuse or ill-treatment 

Ben, 15 yrs, has been asked to direct you to the 
meeting room. You notice he has bruises on his 
face. You casually ask him how he got them. He 
says his dad threw something at his mum, which 
hit him. 
 

 

Domestic violence  

Issie, 6 yrs, a quiet, anxious girl is very worried 
about what her mum will think of her work on 
display at Open Day. You overhear her mother 
telling Issie she is stupid and can’t do anything 
right. 
 

 

Serious psychological harm 

Caitlin, 10 yrs, is called “smelly” by the other 
kids as she has a strong body odour and smells 
of urine. School have given her fresh clothes and 
had a talk with her mum but nothing has 
changed, and Caitlin is increasingly ostracised by 
her peers. 
 

 

Basic needs not being met (Hygiene/ 
Clothing)  

Jo, 9 yrs, has diabetes, his health until recently 
has been good, however he appears very unwell 
at times and cannot focus on his school work. 
His parents seem to be very reluctant to take 
him to the doctor. 

 

 Necessary medical care 

 


