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Factsheet — Restorative practice for students with disability
Barriers to participation

Using restorative practice may involve addressing barriers for students with disability. Thorsborne

and Burnett (2021) suggest that the main barriers fall in into these 3 groups:

. Communication — may include barriers related to expressive language, receptive language

and/or non-speaking.

. Cognition — may include barriers related to storytelling, memory and sequencing,
understanding of self and others and/or understanding of complex rules and consequences

for behaviour.

. Behaviour — may include barriers related to impulsivity, risky behaviour, social skill learning

and development and/or building relationships.

Accessibility

Preparation: preparation is the key when implementing restorative practice, but it becomes even

more important when working with students with disability.
Access: consider what the students need to enable them to access the process.

Visual supports: these can provide support for all students, but especially students with language
difficulties. The use of visuals to support communication and memory are important — especially
around identifying feelings. Supports may include comic strips, timelines, pictures, labels,

checklists or graphics.

Language: adapting language and restorative questions to suit the age and developmental needs

of students.

Repetition: repeating a restorative process to support the development of the social skills needed

to take part in restorative approaches.

Relationships: restorative practice relies on the development of trust between participants.
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The REPAIR framework

Thorsborne and Burnett (2021) suggest teachers can use the REPAIR framework when working

with students with disability.
R — Is this the RIGHT approach?
E — Establish the needs of all involved.

P — Preparation for participation. What and who is needed to give the approach the best chance of

working?

A — Affect for all involved. A particular focus on the emotions of everyone before, during and after

the restorative approach.
| — Integrity. Is the fidelity of the process upheld?

R — Relationships. Ensuring the relationship between all participants is one of trust.

Evidence-based practices for students with disability

There are a number of evidence-based practices for students with disability that could be used to

support restorative approaches. Social narratives, Visual supports, Task analytic instruction and

Scripting are all examples of practices which can be used to support restorative problem-solving

conversations.

The Inclusive Practice hub was developed with Monash University and contains downloadable and

printable resources and strategies to support and strengthen inclusive practice in schools. These

resources can be filtered by functional need using the Inclusive Practice search engine.

Consultation with students, parents and carers

Under the Disability Standards for Education 2005, and the Inclusive education for students with

disability policy, all staff must consult students and their parents or carers on reasonable

adjustments. This will enable students with disability to access and participate in a quality

education on the same basis as their peers.
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