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How to use this policy 

A policy is a plan for how we should do 

things. 

Policies are where rules come from. 

The NSW Government Department of 

Education wrote this policy.  

When you see the word ‘we’, it means the 

Department of Education.  

We have written this policy in an easy 

to read way.  

We use pictures to explain some ideas. 

We have written some words in bold. 

This means the letters are thicker and darker. 
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We explain what these words mean.  

There is a list of these words on page 28. 

This Easy Read policy is a summary of 

another policy.  

This means it only includes the most 

important ideas. 

You can find the other policy on our website 

at education.nsw.gov.au 

You can ask for help to read this policy. 

A friend, family member or support person 

may be able to help you.  

http://education.nsw.gov.au/
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Public schools in NSW 

Our public schools in NSW are diverse. 

When a school is diverse, lots of different 

students go there. 

This includes students: 

• with disability

• from different backgrounds

• with different beliefs.
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We want public schools in NSW to 

be inclusive. 

When something is inclusive, everyone can 

take part. 

In NSW we want our schools to be inclusive 

for students with disability. 
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Students with disability 

This policy is about making public schools in 

NSW inclusive for students with disability. 

Students with disability should be able to go 

to their local public school. 

Students with disability should be: 

• welcomed

• included in all areas of school life.

Students with disability should be able to 

learn in classes with other students. 
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Students with disability should get support 

to: 

• share their thoughts, ideas and opinions

• set goals

• speak up about what they want or need

• learn with other students.
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What happens in inclusive schools? 

Inclusive schools change to meet the needs 

of students with disability. 

This includes: 

• the buildings, classrooms and other

learning spaces

• how teachers teach

• how principals run the school

• how all staff support students

with disability.
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Inclusive schools find out what students with 

disability need. 

Inclusive schools find this out by talking to: 

• students with disability

• their parents and carers.

Inclusive schools make sure students with 

disability are treated: 

• well

• fairly.

Inclusive schools make sure students  

with disability have the same chances 

as other students.  



Page 11 

The rights of students with disability 

Rights are rules about how everybody 

should be treated fairly. 

The United Nations Convention on the 

Rights of Persons with Disabilities (UN 

Convention) is an international agreement. 

It applies in many different countries around 

the world. 

The UN Convention talks about rights in all 

areas of your life, including at school. 

The Australian Government has agreed to 

follow what the UN Convention says. 
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Governments around Australia have  

used ideas from the UN Convention in 

laws and policies. 

There are laws that talk about how to 

support students with disability. 

These laws include: 

• Disability Discrimination Act 1992 

(Commonwealth)

• Disability Standards for Education 2005 

(Commonwealth)

• Education Act 1990 (NSW).
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We have other policies to support students 

with different needs.  

These include policies to support students 

who: 

• are Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander

• are from a different background

• have other needs.
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Who is this policy for? 

This policy is for: 

• our department

• principals

• teachers

• support staff.

Support staff help teachers work with 

students with disability.  
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They can be: 

• teachers

• other staff

• School Learning Support Officers

(SLSO).

School Learning Support Officers help 

students with disability: 

• at school

• in the classroom

• with their learning.

We talk about how people who work  

at schools can follow this policy on the 

pages below. 
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How can you follow this policy? 

Principals 

Principals must: 

• make sure their staff follow this policy

• show others how to be inclusive

• give their staff chances to learn more

about being inclusive.

Principals must make sure teachers can 

teach students with disability the same 

things as other students. 



Page 17 

Principals must make sure their school 

makes changes to meet the needs of 

students with disability. 

Principals must support staff to work 

together when their school must make 

changes to meet the needs of students 

with disability. 

When this happens, they must include: 

• the student

• parents and carers

• other services the student uses.
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Principals must make sure their school has a 

good way to deal with complaints. 

When you make a complaint, you tell 

someone that: 

• something has gone wrong

• isn’t working well

• someone has treated you unfairly

because of your disability.
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It must be easy for anyone to make a 

complaint, including: 

• students

• their parents or carers.
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Principals must support teachers to: 

• work out what their students need

• plan well

• set goals for their students

• keep good records.
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Teachers 

Teachers must include students with 

disability in all areas of school life. 

Teachers must communicate well with: 

• students

• parents and carers.

Teachers must meet the learning needs of all 

students. 
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Teachers must change how they teach to 

meet the needs of students with disability. 

Teachers must change their classrooms or 

learning spaces to meet the needs of 

students with disability. 

Teachers must: 

• plan well

• set goals for their students

• keep good records.
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Teachers must work together with: 

• principals

• other teachers

• support staff

• other services the student uses.
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Support staff  

Support staff must help teachers make their 

classrooms and learning spaces inclusive. 

Support staff must support students with 

disability to: 

• take part

• learn

• reach their goals.
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Department of Education staff 

There are other staff that help schools to 

support students with disability. 

These staff work in the Department of 

Education. 
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They can help schools: 

• change buildings or classrooms

• find out what can help students with

disability

• work with other services that support

students with disability.

The Department of Education must make 

sure this policy works well. 
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How will we make sure this policy works well?  

We will watch how well public schools in 

NSW follow this policy. 

We will review this this policy every 3 years. 

When you review something, you check to 

see what: 

• works well

• needs to be better.
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Word list 

This list explains what the bold words in this 

document mean. 

Complaint 

When you make a complaint, you tell 

someone that: 

• something has gone wrong

• isn’t working well

• someone has treated you unfairly

because of your disability.

Diverse 

When a school is diverse, lots of different 

students go there. 

Inclusive 

When something is inclusive, everyone can 

take part. 
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Policy 

A policy is a plan for how we should do 

things. 

Policies are where rules come from. 

Review 

When you review something, you check to 

see what: 

• works well

• needs to be better.

Rights 

Rights are rules about how everybody 

should be treated fairly. 
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School Learning Support Officers (SLSO) 

School Learning Support Officers help 

students with disability: 

• at school

• in the classroom

• with their learning.

Support staff 

Support staff help teachers work with 

students with disability. 
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Contact us 

1300 679 332 

disability.strategy@det.nsw.edu.au 

GPO Box 33 

Sydney  

NSW 2001  

education.nsw.gov.au 

The Information Access Group created this Easy Read 

document using stock photography and custom images. 

The images may not be reused without permission.  

For any enquiries about the images, please visit 

www.informationaccessgroup.com.  

Quote job number 4137-A. 

mailto:disability.strategy@det.nsw.edu.au
http://education.nsw.gov.au/
http://www.informationaccessgroup.com/
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