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NSW Department of Education 
 

Code of Conduct 
T4 Case Study 2 – Overnight Sporting Trip 

 

Mr Garcia has recently become a coordinator for 
the school basketball program as part of his 
duties. The school has approved the annual 
overnight trip for the basketball team to attend a 
state competition over the long weekend. It is 
customary for some of the parents to volunteer to 
join the trip and assist the teachers overseeing 
the program.  

After the final game on Sunday, the parents, 
teachers and students come together for a 
barbeque to celebrate their victory, back at the 
caravan park. Some of the parents have brought 
alcohol and come together to enjoy a few drinks 
and chat about how well the kids did out on the 
court. A group of three students have managed to 
get their hands on a six pack of beers, whilst their 
parents weren’t looking. 

For one of those students, it was his first-time 
trying alcohol. Spurred on by the onlooking 
students, he downs a can of beer in one go. At 
first, he seems relieved, but then suddenly 
clutches his stomach and collapses onto the 
ground in pain. Mr Garcia hears the commotion 
and runs over.  

Meanwhile, a fight breaks out amongst a group of 
parents. “My kid’s clearly the best player on the 
team. How the hell did Dylan get the award?”, one 
of the parents is heard shouting. One of the 
teachers nearby steps in to intervene but is 
violently shoved into some furniture and sprains 
his wrist. 

 

Discussion points 

 1. Read section 8.6 on Duty of care and 9.2 on Drugs, alcohol and 
smoking of the Code. What standards of supervision and behaviour 
on the trip should be communicated to teachers, parents and 
students in advance of the trip? 
 

2. How could the expectations for parent behaviour be better 
managed? What course of action could be taken with parents that 
contravene the rules?  
 

3. Other students were seen filming the boy collapsed on the ground. 
What can be done to manage the situation? 
 

 


