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These practice notes provide suggested 
answers to the case study discussion 
questions. 

 

2. Overnight Sporting Trip 

1.1 Suggested answers 

 Answer 1 

• Department employees must not work under the influence of alcohol, 
nor should they consume alcohol at any school function any time 
students are present, including events conducted outside school 
premises.  

• Parents who have agreed to accompany staff and students on this trip 
need to understand that they are acting as volunteers and therefore are 
also subject to the Code of Conduct. They will be under the same 
responsibilities as department employees in respect of supervision and 
alcohol consumption. 

o This may be difficult to communicate at schools which foster a 
close knit relationship between parents and teachers that may 
extend beyond the usual professional boundaries observed in 
other schools. For teachers in those settings, they need to have a 
clear understanding about the expectations placed on them as 
representatives of the Department at school functions and events. 

o It can be important to ask your staff what might differentiate a 
school function from a private function where the line is blurred: 
 Where it is held. 
 The participants and attendees. 
 The purpose of the function.  
 Whether students are in attendance.  
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 Whether the event was coordinated by the school or by the 
parents/external stakeholders. 

• As part of a Department employee’s duty of care, one must provide 
adequate supervision. 

o An attempt should have been made to proactively identify, report 
and cooperate with appropriate action in response to safety risks 
and hazards in support of the health, safety and wellbeing of all on 
site.  
 Who is responsible for the supervision of students at what 

times and how is this communicated with all responsible 
adults who are in attendance 

• Reword – risk is that they may not know about 
supervision responsibilities may not be adequately 
communicated  

• PIT where situations happen on overnight camps – 
confusion about who responsible – teachers, or 
security staff and schools should take this into account 
and make sure that all the staff know that between 
whatever times 

 parents bringing alcohol in contravention of the typical 
professional boundaries and the supervision difficulties that 
would bring preventing students from having access. 

  The damage to the school’s reputation and standing in the 
community if too many limitations are imposed on parents. 
This would have a flow on effect on the quality of the 
basketball program and parent-teacher relations. 

 The need to station one or two adults on supervision duty. 
 If alcohol is consumed by adults on the premises, there is the 

risk that students will be able to witness any adverse 
behaviour, either from intoxicated teachers or parents. 

• Risks may include:  
 In the case of a medical emergency, there should be a 

designated first aid officer.   
o You must ensure you have identified and documented risks 

associated with activities, and put in place strategies that align 
with relevant guidance to manage risks before beginning the 
activity. 

 Answer 2 

• Points that can be discussed include: 
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o Holding a meeting or sending clear messaging to the parent 
volunteers to explain the risks that were identified and how the 
coordinators had planned to manage them.  
 Advising parents prior to the event that no alcohol is to be 

consumed while they are responsible for the care of 
students. This will include excessive consumption before the 
event if there is a risk that it may impact their ability to 
provide adequate supervision on the day.  

 Stating clearly that the overnight sporting trip is a school 
function and that certain standards of behaviour are 
required. 

 Making clear to staff and parents that, since this is an 
overnight trip, they need to provide supervision to students 
at all hours of the day, not just between regular school hours.  

o If parents drink alcohol regardless: 
 They are not to do so in the presence of the students. Alcohol 

should not be available on site to reduce the risk of students 
getting access to it.  

 Parents who choose to consume alcohol should be removed 
from any of their supervisory duties – Teachers on duty need 
to contact the Principal. 

 After the trip, the school needs to be firm with parents that 
are unable to comply with the minimum standards of 
behaviour put to them before the trip. They should not be 
allowed to participate on future trips if they cannot 
demonstrate an adherence to basic rules. 

 

 Answer 3 

• The Student use of digital devices and online services policy 
o 1.9 – School staff should manage and report incidents of 

inappropriate use of digital devices and online services in 
accordance with school procedure, departmental policy and any 
statutory and regulatory obligations to help prevent any further 
incidents and provide support where required. 

o Use of mobile phones and the management of any incidents 
should be covered off in risk assessment.  

• Suggested approach: a conversational and encouraging approach to the 
situation is advised. This may include: 

https://education.nsw.gov.au/policy-library/policies/pd-2020-0471
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o Approaching the students involved and explaining the difficulty 
with the situation. If their parents/carers are nearby, it would be 
important to have an open conversation that includes them.  

o The aim would be to have this conversation take place as soon 
after the event as possible to reduce the risk of the videos being 
carelessly shared without the students fully aware of the 
consequences. 

o There is a privacy issue with filming another student without their 
consent.  

o There are social repercussions for the students caught filming if 
posting their videos online starts a cycle of cyber-bullying and 
social exclusion. 

2. Further resources 

2.1 Guidance on misconduct 

• The definition of Personal Information in the Privacy and Personal 
Information Protection Act 1988.  

• The Student use of digital devices and online services policy 
• E-safety commissioner  
• Australian Cyber Security Centre 

https://www.ipc.nsw.gov.au/privacy/nsw-privacy-laws/ppip
https://www.ipc.nsw.gov.au/privacy/nsw-privacy-laws/ppip
https://legislation.nsw.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-1998-133
https://legislation.nsw.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-1998-133
https://education.nsw.gov.au/policy-library/policies/pd-2020-0471
https://www.esafety.gov.au/
https://www.cyber.gov.au/
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