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Code of Conduct 
T3 Case Study 2 – Reportable Conduct 

The lunch time incident 

A student was swearing at the teacher 
on playground duty and is now refusing 
to cooperate with their instructions.  

The teacher is quickly losing their 
temper, shouting at the student to pick 
up their rubbish and report to the front 
office.  

The student responds by spitting at the 
teacher. At this point, the teacher grabs 
the student by the arm, drags them 
across the quadrangle and shoves them 
against a brick wall.  

The teacher turns around and yells at 
the students gathered in the vicinity, 
“…MOVE ON. Get to class, there’s 
nothing to see here!” 

The aftermath 

The bell rings, and when students return 
to your class, they tell you what 
happened at the end of lunch. Many 
students are upset by what they have 
witnessed, and one particularly 
vulnerable student has asked to go 
home. 

Discussion points 

 1. Read section 11.2 Child protection reporting of the Code of Conduct. In 
this scenario what are your obligations after students have told you 
about this incident? 
 

2. Using the PES Reporting Guide to report this incident. What does it 
guide you to do?  

a. An investigation into the teacher’s actions will be undertaken. 
Watch the Investigations Overview video tutorial. 

 
3. Many students have witnessed a potentially distressing incident. 

What needs to happen now to address this? 
 

4. REFLECT - Imagine that this same incident has taken place at your 
school, only one of the students has recorded the incident on their 
phone and shared it on TikTok. How would your school respond? 
Think about what documentation you have in place and what policies 
you would rely on.  
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https://education.nsw.gov.au/content/dam/main-education/policy-library/associated-documents/pd-2004-0020-01.pdf
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScKX1XJSD4s2fO8-A83mDfdKt_CM5-eEDWqFiiDXkt8SBDybQ/viewform
https://education.nsw.gov.au/epac/training-and-education-hub/video-tutorials

