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[bookmark: _Toc148094974][bookmark: _Toc148344456][bookmark: _Toc156460627]About this guide
This guide has been developed to assist leaders in facilitating the ‘Technology 7–8 – early insights into the new syllabus’ professional learning session. The guide will explore:
how the presentation supports the NSW Curriculum Reform
how the session aligns with the Australian Professional Standards for Teachers and the School Excellence Framework
how to structure the session to help your team effectively engage with the presentation content
recommended activities to promote collaboration, reflection and plans for future action
additional resources to support further professional development.
If you have questions about the session, please email TAS@det.nsw.edu.au.

[bookmark: _Toc156460628]Presentation overview
Explore the rationale, aim, outcomes and focus areas of the Technology 7–8 Syllabus. Use the guiding questions to identify strengths within your own faculty and plan for the development of projects and units of work.
[bookmark: _Toc156460629]Learning intentions and success criteria
By the end of this presentation, participants will:
find out what is new or different in the Technology 7–8 Syllabus
understand how these changes will affect the way we plan and program Technology 7–8.
To demonstrate learning, participants will:
identify changes to the Technology 7–8 Syllabus and their potential impact on teaching and learning
begin planning projects to potentially develop as units for delivering Technology 7–8 in their school, considering their local contexts.
[bookmark: _Toc156460630]Alignment to the Australian Professional Standards for Teachers
This professional learning session aligns with the following standards:
2.1.2 Apply knowledge of the content and teaching strategies of the teaching area to develop engaging teaching activities
6.2.2 Participate in learning to update knowledge and practice targeted to professional needs and school and/or system priorities
7.2.2 Understand the implications of and comply with relevant legislative, administrative, organisational and professional requirements, policies and processes
[bookmark: _Toc156460631]Alignment to the School Excellence Framework
This professional learning session aligns with the following elements of the School Excellence Framework:
Curriculum
Effective classroom practice 
Learning and development


[bookmark: _Toc152758911][bookmark: _Toc153212809][bookmark: _Toc156460526][bookmark: _Toc156460632]Preparation
It is recommended that you are familiar with the course structure and content prior to the professional learning session. You should guide participants through the learning by:
· playing video and audio files
· reading content when required (for example, activity instructions)
· leading activities and discussions
· managing time.
[bookmark: _Toc153212810][bookmark: _Toc156460527][bookmark: _Toc156460633]Prior to the session
· Ensure all participants will have access to:
— the participant workbook (either printed or downloaded and completed electronically on a device)
— the online Technology 7–8 Syllabus to aid in discussions throughout the session
— the curriculum reform implementation timelines (Required for Activity 4)
· Play any video or multimedia on your browser to ensure they have loaded for your session. 
· Consider room or equipment set up for the day.
[bookmark: _Toc153212812][bookmark: _Toc156460528][bookmark: _Toc156460634]After the session
· Direct participants to complete the evaluation survey using the QR code in their participant workbook. 

[bookmark: _Toc156460635]Session structure
This session should take approximately 90 minutes to complete. We recommend following the structure below.
	Item
	Duration

	Welcome and Acknowledgement of Country
	5 minutes

	Activity 1 – overview and walk through of the Technology 7–8 Syllabus
	5 minutes

	Activity 2 – exploring the rationale, aim and outcomes of Technology 7–8
	10 minutes

	Activity 3 – exploring our strengths
	10 minutes

	Activity 4 – planning implementation timeline
	5 minutes

	Activity 5 – ideas for projects and units
	50 minutes

	Where to next?
	5 minutes




[bookmark: _Toc156460636]Session activities
Learning in this session is supported by 5 collaborative activities. These activities are designed to help your team reflect on the presentation and consider how the information can be applied to your school context.
[bookmark: _Toc156460637]Activity 1 – introduction to Technology 7–8
Present the PowerPoint – Technology 7–8 early insights into the new syllabus.
Watch the ‘Technology 7–8 Syllabus walkthrough’ on the Technology 7–8: Early insights in the new syllabus webpage through to the end. Teachers can follow along online to explore the new syllabus format.
[bookmark: _Toc156460638]Activity 2 – exploring the syllabus
Continue with the PowerPoint presentation.
The rationale and aim give us context for the syllabus. As the content has been decluttered and allows for flexibility, we look to the rationale and aim to give us context to the content.
Alternatively, have teachers read through the rationale, aim and outcomes, highlighting points of interest. Use the annotated rationale on the next pages to identify key points.
This syllabus presents a unique chance for us to ensure that the projects students are engaged in not only enhance their technological knowledge and skills but also provide them with the opportunity to design and create using a diverse range of materials and production technologies.


Annotated Technology 7–8 Syllabus rationale
	Rationale
	Annotations

	The study of technology prepares students to embrace emerging technological opportunities and challenges, enabling them to thrive in a contemporary world. Students are inspired to design innovative local and global solutions that can influence the lives of people and societies. Technological knowledge, skills and processes are used to interpret, develop, manage and create products, systems and environments.
	What do we want students to know? What technological knowledge, skills and processes should our students develop?
Students will be creating or managing:
products
systems
environments.

	The Technology 7–8 Syllabus provides students with opportunities to develop their technological literacy through the design and production of creative solutions.
	Technological literacy: the ability to select use, manage, create and evaluate technology for specific purposes. This includes using safe practices and considering ethical implications.

	Students investigate resource management practices to understand how the application of technologies can contribute to sustainability. The exploration of sustainable design and production practices enables them to understand the challenges, limitations and consequences of developing designed solutions.
	How will your students explore sustainable production processes as well as sustainable design?

	Students explore ideas that address changing societal values and expectations, leading to opportunities for enterprise, including Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander designs and technologies.
	Explore trends in societal expectations for design or products.

	They engage in design and production independently and collaboratively.
	Where in your projects can students work collaboratively?

	Students learn about and apply safe practices and refine their skills working with varied materials and production technologies.
	How will your students demonstrate the refinement of their skills over years 7 and 8?
What various materials and technologies do we have access to?

	Practical and project management experiences support students to analyse problems or challenges, organise and apply knowledge, conceptualise and transform creative ideas into sustainable, quality solutions.
	How will students experience managing time, budgets and materials to produce solutions?
What do quality solutions look like? How will we teach students to evaluate and justify solutions?
How can we ensure consistent teacher judgement across all projects and focus areas?

	The syllabus provides opportunities for students to develop their digital literacy and ethical understanding and to apply principles of sustainable design. Students develop knowledge and appreciation of the properties, characteristics and finite nature of materials, and explore the interrelationship between design, technology, society and the environment.
	How will students explore the properties and characteristics of materials they could use for the development of their quality solutions?

	By making personal, local and global connections, students are supported to recognise the role of technology in solving real-world problems in familiar and unfamiliar situations. They may apply their knowledge of a variety of technological experiences to further education, work and career opportunities in design, technology, engineering, science, mathematics and related fields.
	Linking to students’ knowledge and experience as well as local contexts.

	Technological understanding helps students realise that success in design is measured through accessibility, functionality and the degree to which a solution meets the specific needs of people in diverse contexts and societies.
	Factors affecting design are unique to each focus area and are outlined in content dot points.
Students should be given ample opportunity for evaluating and justifying if the solution meets the needs identified and defining throughout the design and production process.




[bookmark: _Toc156460639]Activity 3 – discussion – exploring our strengths
Every school has a range of machinery, tools and equipment. As a faculty we have a range of skills and experiences. What are our strengths? How do they align to the focus areas in the Technology 7–8 Syllabus?
Encourage discussion around focus areas and where your faculty’s strengths are.
[bookmark: _Toc156460640]Activity 4 – discussion – planning for implementation
Take a look at the implementation timelines for the subjects taught at your school.
Have a look at the options for implementation of Technology 7–8 below. Your school could start teaching it as early as 2025.
Discuss: given the release and implementation timelines of other subjects at your school, when is the best time for you to start teaching Technology 7–8?
	Example
	2024
	2025
	2026
	2027

	Option A
	Plan and prepare
	Year 7 implementing the new syllabus
	All years implementing the new syllabus
	Embed practice

	Option B
	Plan and prepare
	Plan and prepare
	Year 7 implementing the new syllabus
	All years implementing the new syllabus


[bookmark: _Toc156460641]Activity 5 – brainstorm ideas for projects
Brainstorm possible projects and/or units of work. Remember that this syllabus allows for flexible delivery of content.
Note: this can be done on a whiteboard, on butchers’ paper or online with Google Jamboard or similar.
Possible prompting questions:
What do we want the students to make or manage (product, system or environment)?
What skills do we want our students to develop?
What tasks could students work on together collaboratively?
The rest of this session is for you to discuss what materials and production technologies you will focus on when developing units of work. Begin to plan projects that will engage students and develop their technological knowledge skills and processes.
Keep in mind that the course requirements stipulate that:
students must undertake practical learning and project work for most of the course time
projects developed must ensure that all content can be experienced across Years 7–8
students must document, communicate and evaluate design and production processes for projects across Years 7–8.
[bookmark: _Toc143504798]

[bookmark: _Toc156460642]Where to next?
Would you like to learn more? The links below provide additional learning and resources. These may assist you in developing future professional learning sessions to respond to the needs of your team.
Phases of curriculum implementation – the phases of engage, enact and embed can be used as a guide for effective curriculum implementation in schools. Access the overview page or video outlining the Phases of curriculum implementation (3:21) for overarching guidance when implementing a new syllabus.
Engage in professional dialogue with teachers from across the state in the TAS Statewide staffroom.
Review TAS SWSR Professional learning sessions in the TAS SWSR PL library.
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