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Effective reading: Supporting students learning to read
A professional learning pathway is a sequence of learning to support schools’ priorities in literacy
and numeracy. This suggested pathway includes various forms of learning and can be customised
according to the needs of teachers and schools.

Planning for learning

Best Start Kindergarten Assessment

This professional learning course supports teachers
to reflect, analyse and plan for differentiated learning
tailored to student needs.

Effective reading instruction in the early
years of school

eLearning

Reading

Word Recognition Skills
Effective reading: Phonological awareness
This professional learning explores how phonological
awareness & oral language is necessary for effective
reading instruction.
Face to face
5 hours

Assessment

Oral language, phonological awareness
& phonics
Podcast

eLearning
7.5 hours

Phonological Awareness Diagnostic
Assessment

Effective reading: Phonics
This professional learning explores how phonics is
necessary for effective reading instruction and explores
evidence-based teaching practices.
eLearning

Assessment

Anne Castles – Systematic and explicit phonics
Podcast

10 hours

Decodable texts in the classroom

Effective reading: Vocabulary
This professional learning explores how to plan for
explicit vocabulary instruction and how to establish a
culture that supports word conscious learners.
Face to face

Blended

5 hours

Danielle Colenbrander: Vocabulary

This professional learning explores the important role of
fluency for effective reading instruction.
Blended

5 hours

Phonics Screening Check
Assessment

5 hours

Effective reading: Fluency

Face to face

Podcast

Podcast

Bridge to fluency

5 hours

Video

Key
Professional Learning
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Resources

Assessment
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The professional learning and resources can be accessed from different starting points.
The following user journeys show examples of how the various forms of learning have
been customised to suit the needs of these teachers and schools.
“Our stage team recently
completed the Phonics
screening check, and we
met to analyse student
results and to identify any
areas in need of a future
teaching focus.”
Anna, Yr. 1 teacher

“As part of our situational
analysis, we discovered
that vocabulary was
something that we
needed to focus on in our
school.”
School leadership team,
ABC Public School

“I have recently been
having conversations
with colleagues about
best practice for teaching
reading and need some
more information.”
Rob, Kindergarten
teacher
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After discussing the ‘where to next’, with colleagues, Anna
wants to build her knowledge and skills of how to explicitly
and systematically teach phonics for her student’s reading
development. Having completed Effective reading: Phonological
awareness professional learning, she knows that foundational
phonological awareness skills are critical for phonic knowledge
and word reading skills. She decides to use the Phonological
Awareness Diagnostic Assessment to identify any gaps
in learning.

Using the K-2 reading guide the leadership team identified
vocabulary instruction as a staff professional learning need. Check
in assessment data also indicated that vocabulary was an area
of need for students at this school. The team agrees that they
need a K-6 approach for explicit vocabulary instruction. They are
committed to all staff having shared understandings about best
practice for teaching reading.

Rob is an experienced K-2 teacher who has started at a new
school this year. His stage team have previously participated
in the Effective reading suite of learning and have developed
explicit learning sequences based on the key messaging. As
Rob is planning for his class he is noting some differences in his
understandings and beliefs of teaching reading.
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