
For students:

Make a list of equivalent sums using dominos.  
Place an equals sign, which means the same as,  
between each sum.
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Making equivalent number sentenceswith dominos
Audience: K-2

For parents:

Encourage your child to find numbers that match.

Have them read the sums replacing the equal side with  
the words “same as” (which is what an equal sign means)
E.g. 6 + 4 is the same as 5 + 5
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Making equivalent number sentenceswith dominos

Overview of task

Students make a list of equivalent number  
sentences using dominos. They place an equals sign,  
which means the same as, between each number  
sentence. They read back their number sentences  
using the words “the same as” for equals. E.g. 6 + 4  
is the same as 5 + 5

Why use thistask?

Taskvariation

Target audience:K-2

Things to consider

• Add an equal sign to the right hand side of the sums and  
have three sums that are equal. E.g. 1 + 4 is the same as 0
+ 5 is the same as 2 + 3

• You could use an equal arm balance to show that equal  
means the same, by putting equal amounts on each side of  
the balance.

• The word equivalence means equal. Students may not have  
heard this term. They may not be familiar with equals meaning  
‘the same’

Many students see equal sign as just the answer. Later, in high  school, 
when working with Algebra, and trying to balance  equations, 
students will be confused if they don’t realise equals  also means the 
same. Students need to understand the different  uses for the = sign.

Links to syllabusand  
progressions

• describes mathematical situations & methods  
using everyday & some mathematical language,  
actions, materials, diagrams & symbols MA1-1WM

• uses objects, diagrams and technology to explore  
mathematical problemsMA1-2WM

• uses a range of strategies and informal recording  
methods for addition and subtraction involving  
one-and two-digit numbers MA1-5NA

Link to progressions;
• Quantifying numbers (QuN7-QuN8), Additive  

strategies (AdS2-AdS6) and Number patterns and  
algebraic thinking (NPA4)
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