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Family fact sheet: Exploring words and pictures

Learning about words and pictures helps your child understand what text is. It also helps them 
learn how written words are connected to spoken words.

Activity ideas

Using books to build language skills

Reading books together is one of the best ways 
to help your child learn language skills. Before 
you start reading, point out and name the 
different parts of the book:

•	 beginning and end

•	 front and back

•	 top and bottom

Next, spend some time looking and talking about 
the front cover of the book.

Title 
The name of the book is also called the title. 
Where is the title? How many words are in the 
title?

Author 
An author is the person who wrote the book. Do 
you see the author’s name?

Illustrator 
An illustrator is the person who drew the pictures. 
I’ll read their name out. Can you say their name?

Cover illustration 
Pictures can also tell a story. Let’s look at the 
picture on the front cover. What do you think this 
story will be about?

Once you’ve read the book, talk about the story. 
Encourage your child to share their thoughts.

Play with songs  
Sing a favourite song or rhyme and leave one 
word out. Ask your child to fill in the blank. For 
example, Old MacDonald had a...(farm).

Count words  
Use your finger to point to each word in a book as 
you read it out loud. Ask your child to count the 
number of words on the page.

Talk about signs  
When you see a sign, ask your child if they have 
seen it before and what they think it means. It 
could be a stop sign, the sign for a toilet or any 
other sign. 

Use items around your home 
Point out words, pictures and symbols on food 
packaging or labels. Ask your child if they know 
any of the letters or words, or what the symbols 
mean.

books magazines

Point out the words, pictures and symbols. Ask your child if they know any of them and what 
they mean. 

Show your child things like:

labels signs


