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Acknowledgement of Country

The NSW Department of Education acknowledges the Traditional Custodians

of the lands and waterways where we work and live. We celebrate First Nations
Peoples’ continuing cultural and spiritual connections to Country and recognise
the significance of First Nations voices and cultures. The Department of Education
would like to pay respects to Elders past and present and is committed to
nurturing First Nations children who are the Elders of our future.

Special
thanks

About
the artist

The NSW Department of Education has worked alongside the
Gudjagang Gulgul Aboriginal Early Childhood Education and Care
Committee to ensure First Nations voices are at the forefront in
decision making for our children and communities in early education.
We would like to acknowledge and sincerely thank the following First
Nations people who have contributed their invaluable knowledge to
support the development of the First Steps Strategy.

Lesley Armstrong  NSW Aboriginal Education Consultative Group Inc.

(NSW AECGQG)
Emma Beckett Nikinpa Aboriginal Children’s Service
Gisella Wilson KU Children’s Services
Rachael Phillips Birrelee Multifunctional Aboriginal Children’s Service

Aunty Vickie Parry Barang Regional Alliance

Renee Moore SNAICC Early Years Support (NSW)
Tammy Anderson  Principal, Briar Road Public School
Cindy Hamilton Parent

Rachel Bloxsome  Shoalhaven Community Preschool

Other contributors

Ninganah No More and Aboriginal Families as Teachers program
providers contributed at their Gathering in Sydney in November 2024.

The strategy has also been endorsed by the NSW AECG and we would
like to acknowledge the leadership of the President, Mr Ray Ingrey,
for his assistance with this.

Charmaine Mumbulla is a Kaurna and Narungga woman from the Yorke
Peninsula, with family ties to the Gumbaynggirr people of the NSW
Mid-North Coast. Charmaine is passionate about working on projects
that support social justice outcomes for Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander people. The artwork developed for the Aboriginal Children’s
Early Childhood Education Strategy is a celebration of children learning
and growing in an early childhood environment.
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Our
vision

Our
community

Our
goals

First Steps Aboriginal Children’s Early Learning Strategy 2026-2030

All Aboriginal children in NSW have access to high quality early
learning, empowering them to embrace their culture and identity,
and providing a strong foundation for lifelong learning.

As Aboriginal people are the Traditional Custodians of NSW,

this document refers to Aboriginal people. It is important to
remember that Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander cultures
are very different, with their own histories, beliefs and values.

It is respectful to recognise their unique identities and cultures.
The NSW Department of Education recognises that Torres Strait
Islander peoples are First Nations Australians. The department’s
Aboriginal programs and services are available, without question,
to Torres Strait Islander peoples. Any reference to Aboriginal
families/kinship also recognises the important role of all carers
and leaders within an Aboriginal child’s life. This includes carers,
kin, Elders and community.

@ Child

All Aboriginal children are supported to enrol,
access and engage in quality culturally inclusive
early learning.

@ Family and Kinship

All Aboriginal families and children feel respected
in early learning services as their culture is
celebrated and nourished.

@ Early Learning sector

The sector provides Aboriginal children with access
to early learning that drives stronger outcomes
through strengths-based approaches.



Our Child
actions

ceececessans 1. Engage with Aboriginal families and local communities to
co-design and implement localised solutions that increase
Aboriginal children’s access and participation in early learning.

2. Support services and communities to provide culturally
appropriate early learning that fosters Aboriginal children’s
development and learning.

3. Ensure all Aboriginal children with additional needs or a
disability can access culturally appropriate support and have
access to the same educational opportunities as all children.

4. Ensure all children in early learning have the opportunity to
learn local Aboriginal languages and cultures.

5. Support all children to access early learning that fosters a
sense of pride in Aboriginal peoples, languages, cultures and
histories.
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Our Family and Kinship
actions

1. Support Aboriginal families and kin in their role as
Aboriginal children’s first teachers.

2. Develop resources and provide guidance to support
services that ensure culturally safe and welcoming
spaces for Aboriginal families and children.

3. Ensure children and families have access to resources
that support the whole child’s development and learning.

4. Strengthen the relationships and collaborations
between Aboriginal families and local communities,
early learning sector and the department.
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Our Early learning sector
actions .

Strengthen and sustain the ACCO-led early learning sector
that provides quality early learning for Aboriginal children.

2. Support the early learning sector to implement a culturally
appropriate and place-based approach to safe learning
environments, teaching programs and assessments that
support the development and learning of Aboriginal children.

3. Lead the provision of culturally appropriate and responsive
professional learning and networking opportunities for the
early learning sector.

4. Create culturally safe environments that support the
growth, retention and promotion of Aboriginal early learning
workforce.

5. Ensure funding models are designed to enable access and
sustained participation of Aboriginal children and support
service flexibility and continuity.
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Outcome
performance
MEEEES
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Increasing the proportion of Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander children assessed as developmentally
on track in all 5 domains of the Australian Early
Development Census (AEDC).

Increasing the number of early learning services
providing Aboriginal language and culture programs.

Increasing available guidance and professional learning
to support culturally safe and welcoming early learning.

Growing ACCO-led early learning services and
supporting greater Aboriginal child enrolments in
the 2 years before school.

Growing the Aboriginal early learning workforce.



Outcome
performance
measures

These are aligned to the draft strategy and Closing the Gap in the following ways:

Child

All Aboriginal children are
supported to enrol, access and
engage in quality culturally
inclusive early learning.

Family and Kinship

All Aboriginal families and
children feel respected in

early learning services as

their culture is celebrated

and nourished.

Early learning sector

The sector provides Aboriginal
children with access to early
learning that drives stronger
outcomes through strengths-
based approaches.

Child

1. Engage with Aboriginal
families and local communities
to co-design and implement
localised solutions that
increase Aboriginal children’s
access and participation in
early learning.

2. Support services and
communities to provide
culturally appropriate early
learning that foster Aboriginal
children’s development and
learning.

3. Ensure all Aboriginal children
with additional needs or a
disability can access culturally
appropriate support and
have access to the same
educational opportunities as
all children.

4. Ensure all children in early
learning have opportunity
to learn local Aboriginal
languages and cultures.

5. Support all children to access
early learning that fosters a
sense of pride in Aboriginal
peoples, languages, cultures
and histories.

Family and Kinship

6. Support Aboriginal
families and kin in
their role as Aboriginal
children’s first teachers.

7. Develop resources and
provide guidance to
support services that
ensure culturally safe
and welcoming spaces
for Aboriginal families
and children.

8. Ensure children and
families have access to
resources that support
the whole child’s
development
and learning.

9. Strengthen the
relationships and
collaborations between
Aboriginal families and
local communities, early
learning sector and the
department.

Early learning sector

10. Strengthen and sustain the
ACCO-led early learning
sector that provides quality
early learning for Aboriginal
children.

11. Support the early learning
sector to implement a
culturally appropriate and
place-based approach to
safe learning environments,
teaching programs and
assessments that support
the development and
learning of Aboriginal
children.

12. Lead the provision of
culturally appropriate and
responsive professional
learning and networking
opportunities for early
learning sector.

13. Create culturally safe
environments that support
the growth, and retention
and promotion of Aboriginal
early learning workforce.

14. Ensure funding models are
designed to enable access
and sustained participation
of Aboriginal children and
support service flexibility
and continuity.
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And we’ll
measure
success by
(potential
measure)...

Aligned to
CTG Priority
or Outcome

Child

Increasing the proportion of
Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander children assessed as
developmentally on track in all 5
domains of the Australian Early
Development Census (AEDC).

Increasing the number of early
learning services providing
Aboriginal language and culture
programs.

(2) Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander children thrive in their
early years.

By 2031, increase the proportion
of Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander children assessed as
developmentally on track in all

5 domains of the Australian

Early Development Census (AEDC)
to 55 per cent.

(16) Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander cultures and languages
are strong, supported and
flourishing.

By 2031, there is a sustained
increase in number and strength
of Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander languages being spoken.

Family and Kinship

Increasing available
guidance and professional
learning to support
culturally safe and
welcoming early learning.

(17) Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander people
have access to information
and services enabling
participation in informed
decision-making regarding
their own lives.

By 2026, Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander people
have equal levels of digital
inclusion.

Early learning sector

Increasing the number of
children enrolled in early
learning in the 2 years before
school.

Growing the number of
Aboriginal Community
Controlled Organisation
(ACCO)-led early learning
services.

Priority Reform - Building the
community controlled sector

(3) Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander children are engaged
in high quality, culturally
appropriate early childhood
education in their early years.

By 2025, increase the
proportion of Aboriginal

and Torres Strait Islander
children enrolled in Year Before
Fulltime Schooling (YBFS)
early childhood education to
95 per cent.
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