
Agriculture Technology 7–10 – sample assessment task notification
From fleece to feast (12-week unit)

Contents
Task description	2
Submission details	4
Steps to success	5
What is the teacher looking for?	8
Marking guidelines	9
Student-facing rubric	13
Student support material	16
Stocktake and observation scaffold	16
Support and alignment	17
References	18



[bookmark: _Toc209189852]Task description
Type of task: practical skills and case study proposal
Outcomes being assessed:
A student:
· applies production processes and safe work practices in agricultural contexts AGT5-SAF-01
· investigates and assesses the influence of innovation and management practices on agricultural enterprises and systems AGT5-IVT-01
· selects and justifies the use of technologies and processes in agricultural production and systems AGT5-USE-01
· communicates ideas and concepts in agricultural technology contexts AGT5-COM-01
Agriculture Technology 7–10 Syllabus © NSW Education Standards Authority (NESA) for and on behalf of the Crown in right of the State of New South Wales, 2024.
Suggested weighting: 35%
[bookmark: _Hlk197433544]In pairs, complete a stocktake of sheep in a real or simulated school enterprise and use this information to design an upgrade plan for the flock. Your plan will show how production can be improved to meet market needs using appropriate technologies and sustainable practices. You are required to demonstrate 2 practical livestock skills that support your decisions.
Task description:
You are applying for a government grant to improve the productivity, sustainability and profitability of your school’s sheep enterprise. As a student manager, your role is to:
conduct a stocktake of the current sheep at your school or from case study profiles
analyse what improvements could be made
design an upgrade plan for the enterprise using your knowledge of production, technology and sustainability
demonstrate practical skills that support enterprise decisions.
Part A: enterprise upgrade plan
Complete a stocktake of at least 3 sheep (live or simulated) and record:
breed
age (through mouthing)
condition score
tag number or ID
any production observations, for example, wool quality, stage of production (lamb, lactating ewe, ram, wether), health issues.
Use this stocktake to complete your upgrade plan, including:
Production focus – choose wool and/or meat and justify why it suits your enterprise goals.
Evaluation of stock – evaluate how well your current sheep match your production goals. What improvements are needed?
Technology in use – select a relevant technology you would purchase for the enterprise and explain how it would improve animal welfare, traceability or productivity.
Sustainable practices – propose the implementation of one sustainable production practice and justify how it will benefit your farm and the environment.
Market match – identify a real-world market (for example, supermarket lamb, fine wool export) and explain how your upgrade plan can meet product specifications.
Part B: practical skills component
Demonstrate 2 practical skills that support your decisions in Part A. These will be observed and recorded by your teacher. Choose 2 from the following list:
mouthing a sheep to determine age
condition scoring using correct landmarks
scanning/placing ear tags (simulated or real)
judging fleece quality using observable traits
mustering and moving sheep through yards.
[bookmark: _Toc209189853]Submission details
The final submission should include a completed stocktake sheet (see Student support material) and a clear upgrade plan that explains how the enterprise will improve production, sustainability and meet market requirements.
The upgrade plan may be presented as a written report, short verbal pitch (recorded) or digital slide presentation.
All work can be created and submitted as a hard copy or digitally.
Your practical skills will be assessed in class during the designated practical session.

[bookmark: _Toc209189854]Steps to success
Table 1 – assessment preparation schedule
	Steps
	What I need to do and when I need to do it

	Complete the stocktake while demonstrating 2 practical skills
	What do I need to do? Work in pairs to observe at least 3 sheep (real or simulated) and fill out the stocktake sheet. Record each animal’s breed, age (using mouthing), condition score, tag number (if available), and any observations about health, size, wool quality or stage of production (lamb, lactating ewe, ram, wether).
Practical requirements: during class time, demonstrate 2 practical skills related to your plan:
mouthing a sheep
condition scoring
tag reading or application
fleece assessment
mustering and moving through yards.
Your teacher will observe and record your performance.
When do I need to do it? Complete this during the first practical session or as soon as case study sheep profiles are available. Aim to finish within the first 2 lessons of the task.

	Choose the production focus
	What do I need to do? Decide whether the enterprise will focus on wool, meat or a combination of both. Use the stocktake observations to help justify this decision based on what is realistic for your school’s goals.
When do I need to do it? Make this decision after completing the stocktake. Aim to decide by the end of the first planning session.

	Evaluate the current flock
	What do I need to do? Explain how suitable the school’s current sheep are for the chosen production focus. Identify any gaps or improvements needed, for example, different breed, improved nutrition, better body condition or replacement stock.
When do I need to do it? Complete this step early in the second week of the task. It will form the basis for the rest of your upgrade plan.

	Select a technology for the upgrade
	What do I need to do? Choose one technology you would purchase to improve the enterprise. Explain how this technology would improve productivity, traceability or animal welfare.
When do I need to do it? Work on this after evaluating the flock. Aim to complete it mid-way through your planning period.

	Plan for sustainability
	What do I need to do? Propose one sustainable practice you would introduce to the enterprise, for example, rotational grazing, shade shelters or parasite management. Explain how it would benefit both the animals and the environment.
When do I need to do it? Do this alongside your upgrade plan development. Aim to complete it by the end of your second week.

	Match your plan to a real-world market
	What do I need to do? Choose a real market, for example, supermarket lamb or Merino wool exporter. Explain how your enterprise would meet its product specifications, such as carcase weight, fat score, fleece quality, or micron rating.
When do I need to do it? Complete this section after your production and technology decisions. Finalise it before preparing your presentation.

	Present the enterprise upgrade plan
	What do I need to do? Choose a format for your upgrade plan:
written report
verbal pitch (recorded or presented)
digital slide presentation.
Include all 5 required sections and use correct agricultural terms.
When do I need to do it? Begin drafting once all sections are completed. Allow time to revise your work and add visuals or explanations. Finalise before the submission date.

	Submit the final task
	What do I need to do? Submit:
the completed stocktake sheet
the enterprise upgrade plan in the chosen format.
Check that all sections are complete and clearly explained.
When do I need to do it? Submit the assessment by the due date provided by your teacher. If you are asking for feedback first, allow time for changes.




[bookmark: _Toc209189855]What is the teacher looking for?
Students apply their understanding of sheep production enterprises to analyse the current school flock and propose practical, realistic improvements that support productivity, animal welfare and environmental sustainability.
Working in pairs, students complete a stocktake of at least 3 sheep, identifying their breed, age, condition score and production suitability. This data forms the foundation of an upgrade plan, where students demonstrate thoughtful decision-making and agricultural reasoning.
Students will use their knowledge of sheep production systems, technologies and sustainable practices to:
justify a wool, meat or dual-purpose focus for their enterprise
evaluate their current stock based on real or simulated observations
select a relevant technology to enhance animal welfare, traceability or production
propose a sustainable practice that supports long-term productivity and the environment
identify a suitable market and explain how their proposed enterprise changes can meet product specifications.
This task requires students to clearly and accurately communicate their plan, using correct agricultural terminology and logical organisation. Presentation formats may vary but should demonstrate clear structure, purpose and understanding of agricultural management practices.
In addition, students will demonstrate 2 livestock handling skills in a practical setting. Your teacher will be looking for safe and correct techniques and the ability to explain how these skills support enterprise decisions.
Creativity is encouraged, but work must be grounded in evidence-based agricultural knowledge with clear links between decisions and outcomes.


[bookmark: _Toc209189856]Marking guidelines
Table 2 – assessment marking guidelines
	Grade
	Marking guideline descriptors

	A
	The student completes a comprehensive and accurate stocktake linked to production suitability.
The student demonstrates practical skills with accuracy, independence and understanding of safe handling practices.
The student clearly justifies the production focus with strong links to school enterprise goals and flock suitability.
The student provides an extensive evaluation of current stock, with clearly proposed improvements that are realistic and targeted to production goals.
The student selects a relevant technology, explaining its benefits in context related to improvements in productivity, welfare or traceability.
The student presents a realistic sustainable production practice with a comprehensive justification linked to benefits for both the environment and enterprise.
The student selects a real-world market and clearly explains how their enterprise plan meets its market specifications.
The student’s work is clearly communicated using appropriate agricultural terminology and a logical structure, demonstrating a deep understanding of agricultural systems and sustainability.

	B
	The student completes a mostly accurate and detailed stocktake, demonstrating a sound understanding of production suitability.
The student demonstrates practical skills safely and accurately, with minimal support.
The student justifies the production focus with clear links to stocktake findings and school enterprise goals.
The student provides a thorough evaluation of stock, with proposed improvements that are logical and aligned to production goals.
The student selects a suitable technology and explains its role in improving productivity, welfare or traceability.
The student proposes a sustainable production practice with a well-reasoned explanation of its benefits to the enterprise and environment.
The student identifies a relevant market and makes clear connections between their enterprise plan and market expectations.
The student communicates their ideas in a well-structured format, using mostly accurate agricultural terminology and demonstrating a strong understanding of agricultural systems and sustainability.

	C
	The student completes a stocktake with most required details and some reference to production suitability.
The student demonstrates practical skills safely and accurately, requiring occasional support.
The student justifies the production focus with general links to stocktake observations.
The student provides a sound evaluation of stock, including general comments on suitability and some suggestions for improvement.
The student selects an appropriate technology and describes its benefits in basic terms.
The student proposes a sustainable production practice with a general explanation of its relevance to the enterprise.
The student identifies a market and outlines how their plan meets general product requirements.
The student communicates their ideas clearly using some agricultural terminology and structure, demonstrating a sound understanding of production decisions and sustainability.

	D
	The student completes a partial stocktake with limited accuracy or detail.
The student attempts one or two practical skills with basic technique and teacher guidance.
The student identifies a production focus with a simple or unclear justification.
The student provides a limited evaluation of stock, with unclear comments on enterprise suitability.
The student identifies a technology with minimal explanation of its purpose or benefit.
The student proposes a sustainable production practice with little justification or relevance to enterprise goals.
The student identifies a market with limited or unclear connections to product specifications.
The student communicates their ideas with basic structure and limited use of agricultural terminology, demonstrating an emerging understanding of agricultural production.

	E
	The student presents an incomplete or inaccurate stocktake with minimal connection to production suitability.
The student attempts practical skills with significant support or does not demonstrate them effectively.
The student states a production focus that is unclear or unrelated to the school enterprise.
The student provides little or no evaluation of stock, with no meaningful connection to improvement or enterprise goals.
The student mentions a technology without explanation, or one that is irrelevant to the context.
The student presents a sustainable production practice that is elementary.
The student does not identify a relevant market or shows no understanding of market specifications.
The student communicates their ideas with minimal agricultural terminology, demonstrating very limited understanding of the task and agricultural systems.
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Table 3 – rubric for assessment
	Criteria
	Limited
	Basic
	Sound
	High
	Outstanding

	Criteria 1
Sheep stocktake and observation (scaffold)
AGT5-SAF-01
	Attempts to record some data but lacks accuracy or completeness.
	Records some stocktake data with limited accuracy.
	Completes stocktake with most details required and some correct interpretation.
	Accurately records details for 3 sheep with clear and relevant observations.
	Completes detailed, accurate stocktake of at least 3 sheep, linked to production suitability.

	Criteria 2
Livestock handling and practical skills
AGT5-SAF-01
	Attempts to perform one skill with minimal understanding or safety and/or accuracy.
	Demonstrates one or 2 skills with guidance and/or limited accuracy.
	Performs 2 skills with some guidance, general accuracy with safe technique.
	Performs 2 relevant skills with good accuracy while maintaining safe handling.
	Confidently performs 2 relevant skills independently and accurately while maintaining safe handling for the animal and themselves.

	Criteria 3
Production goal and justification
AGT5-IVT-01
	Attempts to choose wool or meat but with no clear justification.
	Identifies a production focus with a simple or unclear reason.
	Chooses a suitable production focus with a reasonable justification linked to school context.
	Selects an appropriate focus and clearly explains its relevance to the school enterprise goals.
	Provides a well-justified, realistic focus (wool, meat or both) with strong links to enterprise goals.

	Criteria 4
Assessment of current flock
AGT5-IVT-01
AGT5-COM-01
	Makes general statements with little connection to the stocktake.
	Identifies basic strengths or weaknesses of the flock with limited detail. Attempts to propose improvements.
	Provides a clear evaluation of how well the sheep suit the chosen focus, with relevant examples. Provides at least one improvement.
	Evaluates suitability of current stock with logical reasoning and clear evidence from the stocktake. Suggests realistic improvements.
	Offers insightful evaluation with detailed, specific evidence and clearly proposes improvements that are realistic and targeted to production goals.

	Criteria 5
Technology choice and application
AGT5-USE-01
	Identifies a technology with little or no explanation.
	Chooses a relevant technology but explanation is vague or generalised.
	Selects an appropriate technology and explains its use in the enterprise.
	Provides a well-chosen technology with clear explanation of how it improves productivity, welfare or traceability.
	Demonstrates deep understanding of a relevant technology and clearly explains its benefits in context to improve animal welfare, traceability or productivity.

	Criteria 6
Sustainable strategy
AGT5-IVT-01
AGT5-COM-01
	Attempts to name a sustainable practice with limited relevance or clarity.
	Identifies one sustainable practice with a basic explanation.
	Proposes a relevant practice and explains how it benefits the environment and/or enterprise.
	Clearly justifies how one sustainable production practice benefits both the enterprise and the environment.
	Presents a realistic sustainable production practice with comprehensive justification linked to benefits for both the enterprise and the environment.

	Criteria 7
Market match
AGT5-USE-01
AGT5-COM-01
	Makes a general reference to a market without detail.
	Identifies a relevant market but provides limited explanation of product match.
	Identifies a real-world market and explains how the plan meets basic product specifications.
	Demonstrates clear understanding of market requirements and shows how the enterprise plan meets them.
	Clearly identifies a realistic market linked to production goals outlined in previous sections. Convincingly links all enterprise decisions to market specifications.
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[bookmark: _Toc209189859]Stocktake and observation scaffold
Date of stocktake:	Location (for example, school paddock or case study flock):

	Sheep ID/tag
	Breed
	Age (based on teeth)
	Condition score (1–5)
	Wool/meat suitability
	Notes (health, stage, wool quality)

	Example: A12
	Merino
	3 years
	2.5
	Wool
	Light frame, fleece is bright with good crimp, underweight, could benefit from improved nutrition.
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[bookmark: _Toc147840979][bookmark: _Toc209189860]Support and alignment
Resource evaluation and support: all curriculum resources are prepared through a rigorous process. Resources are periodically reviewed as part of our ongoing evaluation plan to ensure currency, relevance and effectiveness. For additional support or advice, or to provide feedback, contact the TAS Curriculum team by emailing TAS@det.nsw.edu.au.
Differentiation: further advice to support Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander students, students learning English as an additional language or dialect (EAL/D), students with a disability and/or additional needs and High Potential and Gifted students can be found on the Planning programming and assessing 7–12 webpage. This includes the Inclusion and differentiation 7–10 advice webpage.
Assessment: further advice to support formative assessment is available on the Planning programming and assessing 7–12 webpage. This includes the Classroom assessment advice 7–10. For summative assessment tasks, the Assessment task advice 7–10 webpage is available.
Explicit teaching: further advice to support explicit teaching is available on the Explicit teaching webpage. This includes the CESE Explicit teaching – Driving learning and engagement webpage.
Consulted with: Curriculum and Reform, Inclusive Education, Multicultural Education, Aboriginal Outcomes and Partnerships and subject matter experts.
Alignment to system priorities and/or needs: School Excellence Policy, Our Plan for NSW Public Education.
Alignment to the School Excellence Framework: this resource supports the School Excellence Framework elements of curriculum (curriculum provision) and effective classroom practice (lesson planning, explicit teaching).
Alignment to Australian Professional Standards for Teachers: this resource supports teachers to address Proficient Teacher Standard Descriptors 3.2.2, 3.3.2.
Creation date: August 2025
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