
Transition from primary to high school:
Continuity of learning framework 
Purpose of this continuity of learning framework
This framework supports Stage 3 and Stage 4 teachers and school leaders to collaboratively strengthen continuity of learning as part of effective transition from primary to high school. It is designed for schools that are ready to implement structured cross-school collaboration focused on curriculum, teaching and learning.
This framework:
- defines continuity of learning and its importance during transition
- outlines a collaborative planning process to support continuity across school settings and
- provides a collaborative planning tool to strengthen curriculum conversations and shared understanding between primary and high schools’ contexts.
For detailed advice and examples, refer to: 
Transition from primary to high school 
Transition to high school – What Works Best in practice                                                                                               


Starting point – what and why
What is continuity of learning?
Continuity of learning is when new learning builds on students’ prior learning through planned, connected and coherent learning experiences across Stage 3 and Stage 4. 
It relies on teachers and school leaders working together to understand what students know, understand and can do, and using this information to design learning that builds upon and extends prior knowledge across Stages 3 and 4.
What does continuity of learning mean for transition?
Continuity of learning is where new learning builds on prior learning, by consolidating and extending student knowledge. This is strengthened when primary and high schools, parents and carers share information about students’ prior learning experiences and the teaching approaches used to support learning. Continuity of learning contributes to a strong and successful start to high school. When learning experiences build on students’ prior learning, this can support students to feel more secure, confident and connected in their new learning environment. Building integrated, relevant and practical knowledge of a subject is central to ensuring that learning experiences can be applied in the real world.
A focus on continuity of learning requires considerations of:
what students learn (syllabus content and outcomes)
how they learn (teaching strategies and consistent curriculum language)
how learning is assessed.
Why continuity of learning matters
Evidence from schools shows that during the transition into high school (Stage 3 to Stage 4) students may experience:
sudden increases in cognitive demand
unfamiliar language and expectations
increase visibility of gaps in foundational skills.
Strong collaborative partnerships between primary and high school teachers and leaders can improve:
student confidence
engagement
academic readiness
sense of belonging
continuity of curriculum and learning expectations
community confidence in public education.
This aligns with CESE evidence on effective transition practices, including curriculum continuity, collaboration across schools and strengthening student belonging and academic readiness.
When schools are ready to begin
When schools are ready to begin designing shared teaching and learning experiences across Stage 3 and Stage 4, they should first establish enabling conditions that support effective transition pedagogy and curriculum coherence. 
These enabling conditions include: 
a shared understanding of continuity of learning
a collaborative partnership between Stage 3 and Stage 4 teachers and leaders
a shared commitment to student learning.
To support this process, schools can use the Transition practices reflection template to evaluate current practice and identify areas for strengthening continuity of learning aligned to the School Excellence Framework. The template includes excelling statements and reflection questions to support self-assessment and collaborative reflection. It can also be used as a source of evidence for implementation planning and progress monitoring across the transition journey. Transition guidance for school leaders is also available.  
Collaborative planning process
Step 1: select a focus area (start small). 
Teachers and school leaders work together to choose:
one Key Learning Area (for example, English, HSIE, Creative Arts, Science)
one focus area (for example explicit teaching, writing, problem-solving). Focus allows depth and meaningful change.
Step 2: align learning across Stages 3 and 4.
Teachers and school leaders work together to identify:
what students are coming with (Stage 3)
syllabus expectations and outcomes
cohort strengthens learning needs and prior curriculum learning
key knowledge
skills
varying levels of curriculum progression, including undertaking accelerated pathways.
what should align 
shared concepts
common language 
overlapping skills
what students are moving into (Stage 4)
new expectations
increasing complexity
deeper application
differentiated learning pathways and extension opportunities where appropriate.
This ensures learning is extended, not restarted.
Step 3: align teaching and learning.
Once collaborative partnerships are established, teachers and school leaders work together to strengthen continuity of learning by aligning: 
evidence-based effective teaching practice used to strengthen continuity of learning across stages
consistent language and metalanguage
shared learning routines and structures.
Students should experience familiar ways of learning, even in a new setting, while gradually developing independence and adapting to increased complexity.
Step 4: use evidence to inform practice.
Teachers and school leaders share and use:
Stage 3 and 4 formative and summative assessment data
work samples
observations of student learning.
This supports:
early differentiation in Stage 4
targeted support
stronger progression of skills.
From planning to implementation
Once a collaborative planning process is established, schools may consider the design of a cross-school program (to find out more, access the Transition through a key learning area illustration of practice).
Key design principles
A strong continuity of learning program:
builds on Stage 3 and 4 learning
focuses on a shared skill or concept
is co-designed by both primary and high schools
includes ongoing opportunities for shared learning
uses evidence to evaluate and refine over time.
What this could look like (any KLA)
Examples may include:
cross school collaboration of writing skills through shared writing programs in a chosen KLA
creating and making activities leading to performances, exhibition or collaborative showcases (Creative Arts)
teaching of problem solving and design processes through design (TAS), including integrated STEM learning and authentic cross-curricular inquiry opportunities across Science, Technology and Mathematics.
Student experience matters
Students should:
engage in learning across both school settings
experience familiar teaching strategies and curriculum language
have opportunities to build confidence before transition
recognise how new learning builds on prior learning.
Sustainability (what makes it work)
To ensure impact, over time schools should:
schedule regular collaboration between schools
use evidence to evaluate and refine
maintain shared responsibility for student outcomes
discuss individual student learning, support and extension needs across transition points where appropriate.
Anticipated outcomes
Students transition from primary to high school:
feeling confident
being prepared
able to build on prior learning.
Staff, teachers and school leaders develop:
strong collaborative partnerships
aligned teaching practices shared understanding of student learning progression across stages
sustainable transition programs.
Continuity of learning mapping tool
The continuity of learning mapping tool could be used by school leaders and teachers to collaboratively identify how learning in Stage 3 connects with learning in Stage 4. 
The tool is designed to strengthen continuity of learning by enabling teachers and school leaders to:
· map curriculum expectations across stages
· identify progression in knowledge, understanding and skills
· align teaching approaches, language and assessment practices
· develop a shared understanding of student learning pathways
· plan learning experiences that build on students’ prior knowledge and experiences.
The mapping process is most effectively completed collaboratively by Stage 3 and Stage 4 teachers, curriculum leaders and school leaders from partner schools.
How to use this tool
This resource includes:
Example: completed continuity of learning mapping tool
A completed example has been provided to demonstrate how schools may use the tool to document continuity of learning across Stage 3 and Stage 4.
The example is intended as a model only and should be adapted to reflect local contexts, school priorities and curriculum focus areas.
Blank template: continuity of learning mapping tool
A blank template has been provided for schools and networks to complete collaboratively with their partner school/s.
Schools are encouraged to select a key learning area, syllabus outcome or curriculum focus and use the template to identify:
· what students know, understand and can do by the end of Stage 3
· the learning expectations and progression points for students entering Stage 4
· opportunities for cross-school collaboration and shared professional understanding 
· aligned teaching strategies, language and assessment practices
· learning experiences that support students to recognise how new learning builds on prior learning.
Consider
As you work collaboratively to complete the tool, consider:
· What do students already know, understand and can do by the end of Stage 3?
· What are the entry expectations for students beginning Stage 4?
· What common language, teaching approaches and assessment practices can be aligned across stages?
· How will teachers and school leaders work together to strengthen continuity of learning?
· What learning experiences will support students to build on prior knowledge and experience success?
Guiding prompts
The guiding prompts below are intended to support collaborative discussion and planning as schools complete the template.
	Section 
	Guiding questions


	KLA/Focus area

	Which key learning area or curriculum focus will be the focus of collaboration?

	Syllabus outcomes

	Which outcomes are most important to connect across Stage 3 and Stage 4?

	Key concepts

	What knowledge, concepts and understandings should students revisit and deepen as they move into Stage 4?

	Skills 

	What knowledge, understanding and skills should students demonstrate by the end of Stage 3 and continue to develop in Stage 4?

	Explicit teaching strategies

	What teaching approaches can be aligned across stages to support continuity of learning?

	Shared language

	What vocabulary and language should be used consistently across both stages?

	Assessment practices

	How will assessment information and work samples be used to support student learning and shared expectations?

	Connected learning experience

	What learning experiences will help students recognise how new learning builds on prior learning?




Example completed mapping tool
The example below illustrates one approach to mapping continuity of learning between Stage 3 and Stage 4 through a Music focus area.
	Section 
	Stage 3 (end of Stage 3 learning)

	Cross-school collaboration and shared understanding 
	Stage 4 (entry expectations)

	KLA/Focus area

	Creative Arts – Music
	Teachers agree on the shared focus and syllabus progression.
	Music

	Syllabus outcomes

	CA2-MUS-01
Performs, listens and composes to communicate musical ideas.
	Stage 3 and Stage 4 teachers explore syllabus outcomes together and identify progression points.
	MU4-PER-01, MU4-LIS-01, MU4-COM-01
Performs, listens, analyses and evaluates music, and composes and arranges music using the elements of music to communicate musical ideas.

	Key concepts

	African music through singing, movement and percussion.

	Teacher’s co-plan learning sequences and identify curriculum progression points.
	Performing, listening and composing African music using appropriate language. 

	Skills 

	Performing, listening and composing. Students maintain a steady beat and recognise rhythm patterns.
	Teachers examine work samples and establish expectations.
	Performing, listening and composing with increasing independence and use of musical terminology.

	Explicit teaching strategies

	Modelling, guided listening, imitation and movement-based learning.
	Teachers share teaching strategies and observe learning in action through classroom visits or learning walks.
	Explicit instruction, chunking, effective questioning and gradual release of responsibility.

	Shared language

	Beat, rhythm, duration, call and response.
	Teachers develop and maintain a shared language glossary.
	Beat, rhythm, duration, texture, timbre, structure and call and response.

	Assessment practices

	Observation, performance tasks and teacher feedback.
	Teachers share annotated work samples and assessment rubrics and engage in moderation.
	Observation, performance tasks, self-reflection and ongoing formative assessment.

	Connected learning experience

	Students sing African songs, use percussion instruments and explore rhythm patterns.
	Teachers visit each other's classrooms and discuss how students experience continuity of learning.
	Students build on prior knowledge and demonstrate understanding through performance, composition and listening activities.








School planning template
Use the template below with your partner school/s to map continuity of learning within your local context.
	Section 
	Stage 3 (end of Stage 3 learning)

	Cross-school collaboration and shared understanding 
	Stage 4 (entry expectations)

	KLA/Focus area

	
	
	

	Syllabus outcomes

	
	
	

	Key concepts

	
	
	

	Skills 

	
	
	

	Explicit teaching strategies

	
	
	

	Shared language

	
	
	

	Assessment practices

	
	
	

	Connected learning experience

	
	
	







Next steps
Use your planning to design a cross-school program that builds student confidence and continuity of learning.
Schools can also access supporting resources, including: 
· Transition from primary to high school resources 
· Transition workshops 
· Illustrations of practice demonstrating continuity of learning across school settings 
· Transition through a key learning area illustration
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