
[bookmark: _Toc190946589][bookmark: _Toc190946753]HSC examinations in [Language] in Context courses – advice for students


Contents
Context	2
How to approach the oral examination	3
General information	3
Examination specifications	3
Criteria for assessing performance	4
Preparing for the examination	4
During the examination	6
How to approach the written examination	7
General information	7
How to approach Section I – Processing and responding	7
Examination specifications	7
Criteria for assessing performance	8
Preparing for the examination	9
During the examination	10
How to approach Section II – Composing texts	12
Examination specifications	12
Part A (10 marks)	12
Part B (20 marks)	13
Criteria for assessing performance	13
Preparing for the examination	13
During the examination	14
References	16

[bookmark: _Toc44569385]

[bookmark: _Toc199323686]Context
[bookmark: _Hlk198817502]IMPORTANT: for the latest information regarding HSC examination specifications please refer to ‘Assessment and reporting in [Language] in Context Stage 6’ on the relevant [Language] in Context Stage 6 syllabus webpage. Exam specifications are subject to change.
This document provides generic advice only. It is the responsibility of individual teachers to ensure their students are adequately prepared for the HSC examinations.
The advice is current as at May 2025.
Where you see [Language], replace this with the language you are studying – Chinese, Japanese or Korean.
The [Language] in Context syllabus documents are referenced in this advice – familiarise yourself with the relevant syllabus sections. The syllabus documents can be found on the Stage 6 Languages in Context section of NESA’s website.


[bookmark: _Toc199323687]How to approach the oral examination
[bookmark: _Toc42859840][bookmark: _Toc199323688]General information
[bookmark: _Toc42859841]The oral examinations take place in August or September each year. Specific information about your examination will be made available to you approximately 3 weeks before the examination date. You can access the HSC Languages oral exam timetable on the NESA website.
The Languages Oral Online Examination Scheduling Function allows your school to schedule the time and venue for your HSC oral examinations. Once you have been scheduled, your school will be able to print a copy of your confirmation sheet from Schools Online. You should also download your confirmation sheet and relevant venue location maps through Students Online.
[bookmark: _Toc199323689]Examination specifications
There will be 2 questions phrased in [Language] for a response in [Language].
You will be required to answer both questions, each in the form of a monologue.
The questions will relate to the course issues and may also:
relate to the Personal Investigation
include stimulus material in [Language]
specify a context, purpose and audience
require responses to be informative, evaluative, persuasive or reflective.
You cannot use a dictionary in the oral examination. 
For the latest information regarding the oral component of the HSC examination specifications please refer to ‘Assessment and reporting in [Language] in Context Stage 6’ on the relevant [Language] in Context Stage 6 syllabus webpage.
[bookmark: _Toc199323690]Criteria for assessing performance
In your answers you will be assessed on how well you:
present and substantiate information, opinions and ideas
communicate in [Language]
demonstrate control of language structures and literary devices
demonstrate intercultural understanding
structure and sequence information, opinions and ideas.
Responses which create a positive impression demonstrate a good understanding of the core issues and present a sophisticated, coherent argument to support a point of view. These responses:
· remain relevant to the question at all times
· reflect a depth of understanding of the issue(s) involved
· are delivered with confidence, correct intonation and a high level of grammatical accuracy
· demonstrate a degree of authenticity, formulating ideas in [Language], rather than translating directly from English
· demonstrate breadth and sophistication in the use of vocabulary, expressions and sentence structures
· demonstrate [Language] appropriate to required context, purpose and audience.
[bookmark: _Toc199323691]Preparing for the examination
Be prepared to speak in depth about the course issues, including your Personal Investigation as it relates to the question. The course issues are:
Young people and their relationships
Traditions and values in contemporary society
The nature of work
The individual as a global citizen
Australian identity
Personal Investigation (Year 12 only).
Expose yourself to as much [Language] as possible, relating to the course issues, through a range of media to ensure you can view each issue through personal, community and international perspectives.
Practise responding to a wide range of sample questions from a bilingual and bicultural viewpoint.
Keep your own bank of useful vocabulary and expressions, and revise them regularly.
Practise presenting monologues with as many [Language] speakers as you can, for example, family members, classmates and your teacher(s).
Ensure you have the skills to develop and structure an argument in [Language].
Record your responses and, when possible, ask your teacher for feedback. This will give you practice in having yourself be recorded and will also help you to assess areas on which you may need to focus, for example, intonation, variety of vocabulary, sentence structure and/or grammatical features.
Practise speaking in full sentences and extending your responses where possible. This will enable you to show a greater facility with [Language] than if you consistently answer with simple phrases or single words.
Practise giving detailed information in your responses. It is up to you to maximise this opportunity during the 7 minutes of the examination (approximately 3 minutes 30 seconds for each question).
Use formal language as you will be speaking to an examiner – do not use plain or colloquial language.
[bookmark: _Toc199323692]During the examination
Remain calm and speak confidently and clearly.
Address the question in a relevant and appropriate way, rather than speaking vaguely using pre-learnt material. The ability to present an original, relevant response is essential to creating a favourable impression. It demonstrates to the listener your ability to manipulate the language and present your own thoughts, opinions and ideas in a well-developed, logical way.
The wording of the question will provide the key to your response. Read it carefully to ensure you closely address what it is asking. Consider:
What are the implications of this question?
Will I be able to take a point of view?
Will I be able to develop an argument?
How can I discuss this question from a number of perspectives?
How can I discuss this question beyond my own personal experience?
How can I demonstrate a range of vocabulary and structures?
Can I think of a number of main points from which to develop my response?


[bookmark: _Toc199323693]How to approach the written examination
[bookmark: _Toc199323694]General information
You will have 2 hours and 30 minutes (plus 10 minutes reading time) to complete the written examination. You will be required to complete 2 sections: Section I – Processing and responding (50 marks) and Section II – Composing texts (30 marks).
You should consider the allocation of marks and allocate time accordingly. Make sure you allow sufficient time to:
plan your answers before you commence
revise your work and check the quality of your responses, ensuring your intention is clear and there are no ambiguities.
For Chinese, in written responses candidates may present responses in either simplified characters or full-form (complex) characters, but are expected to use a consistent style throughout their responses.
You may use a dictionary in the written examination, including print dictionary for Chinese and Japanese. Please refer to NESA’s website for specific information relating to bringing dictionaries into the HSC examination. 
NESA’s glossary of key words contains key words that frequently appear in HSC examination questions. Understanding these terms will assist you to better prepare for the HSC examination.
[bookmark: _Toc199323695]How to approach Section I – Processing and responding
[bookmark: _Toc199323696]Examination specifications
There will be 6 to 8 questions, including both spoken and written texts, phrased in [Language] and English, including a range of text types.
There will be 3 groups of questions.
Each question in the first group will relate to a spoken text. Each question in the second group will involve the integration of information from a spoken and a written text. Each question in the third group will relate to one or more written texts.
Questions will be graded in difficulty within each group. One or 2 questions will require a response in English and the other questions will require a response in [Language].
The texts will include a range of text types.
For the latest information regarding the Processing texts section of the HSC examination specifications please refer to ‘Assessment and reporting in [Language] in Context Stage 6’ on the relevant [Language] in Context Stage 6 syllabus webpage.
[bookmark: _Toc199323697]Criteria for assessing performance
In your answers, you will be assessed on how well you:
· synthesise information and ideas from texts
· respond personally and critically to texts
· analyse the way in which culture and identity are expressed through language
· analyse features of language in texts
· use a range of language features and literary devices appropriate to context, purpose and audience
· communicate relevant information, opinions and ideas in comprehensible [Language] or English as required.
[bookmark: _Toc199323698]Preparing for the examination
[bookmark: _Responses_in_[language]][bookmark: _Ref188976938]Responses in [Language]
Have a thorough knowledge and understanding of the course issues, content, grammar and characters (including character lists, for Chinese and Japanese).
Develop the skills required to present, explain or justify opinions, ideas and points of view through writing in [Language] using course grammar, content and characters (for Chinese and Japanese).
Be able to respond personally and critically to texts, through personal, community and international perspectives.
Be able to write a variety of texts in [Language] for a range of contexts, purposes and audiences.
Develop a sound vocabulary base by learning as many key words as possible related to the issues. Keep a record of new vocabulary, adding new words and expressions used in the material you read during your course work, especially those which are commonly used.
Stay as close as possible to the suggested length of the response and familiarise yourself with the skills required to communicate effectively for the required text type.
Be able to apply knowledge and understanding of literary devices and language and cultural concepts to express meaning in texts in [Language].
Seek feedback on your written responses and learn from your mistakes. Always carefully review work corrected by your teacher, noting mistakes and corrections and asking for clarification when necessary.
Correspond with a [Language] friend, via email or social media. This will assist you in developing your writing skills in an authentic context. However, it is very important that you practise writing in the modern standard version of [Language], without abbreviations or colloquialisms.
The dictionary is a very useful tool to look up a key word you do not know, either one you see or hear in text or one you would like to use when writing. However, you should not be tempted to rely on the dictionary for too many common words. You should regularly practise using a dictionary as much as possible to develop the skill of quickly and accurately looking up words. When writing, crosscheck words if you are uncertain whether you have chosen the correct alternative.
Responses in English and [Language]
Be able to identify and synthesise information from texts, and analyse the way in which values, beliefs, culture and identity may be expressed in texts.
Texts can be spoken, written or visual. Read, listen to or view as many texts as possible related to the course issues, for example:
· class discussions
· course books
· interviews
· films and television programs, including reviews
· short stories, poems and extracts from novels
· selected online material (ask your teacher for appropriate links)
· selected articles in magazines and newspapers
· short stories.
There are sample examination materials on NESA’s website which contain sample texts.
[bookmark: _Toc199323699]During the examination
Responses in English and [Language]
Focus on the key words in the questions – you may find it helpful to underline or highlight these key words to avoid misreading the question. Remember, some questions will require you to answer in [Language] and some in English. The length of the required response will vary so be sure to read the question carefully.
You should be familiar with your own style of responding. Some students prefer to concentrate during the first reading of the spoken texts, without writing anything down. Others prefer to jot down relevant points in the candidate’s notes section as the first reading begins. You should know which strategy is best for you and keep to your own approach. If you have not understood a key word, write it down in the candidate’s notes section in [Language]. You may have time to look it up in the dictionary after the second reading.
During the first reading/listening/viewing, note key words that will help you identify the gist of the text and begin to formulate your response. Do not panic if you do not understand everything. Remember that unfamiliar vocabulary may not even be required in your answer. You can often gain a good understanding of the text without knowing every word.
During the second reading/listening/viewing, watch out for any details you may have missed and complete your answer.
Some answers will require a longer response than others. Pay attention to the number of ji, ja or characters required for a response in [Language], or for the number of words required for a response in English. Do not write too much under or over what is specified. An accurate, interesting, well-crafted response, which adheres to the advised length, will make a more positive impression than one which is significantly longer, but is disjointed and full of errors.
The number of marks allocated are also a guide to indicate the length and depth of the response required.
If you have time between questions, you should quickly review previous responses. Check to see if your response has been clearly expressed, or if your expression is ambiguous. Remember the only way you can be assessed is by the responses you have written.
Ensure that you have transferred all relevant information written down in the candidate’s notes section to the answer space on the printed lines.
If you decide to change a response do not over-write the original. Cross out the original and write the correct information above or beside it so that your response is legible. Do not expect the examiner to guess what you meant to write.
Pay careful attention to providing all relevant detail and information.
Maintain your concentration and treat each question as a new beginning. If you have found one particular question difficult, it is likely that other students may have found it challenging too. Put it behind you and focus on the next question.
In some questions you may be asked to form a conclusion or give an opinion, supporting your answer with evidence from the text. Always remember to base your answer firmly in the information you have heard or read. You should link your response back to specific information, so that you can support your answer and relate your response, or any conclusions you have drawn, to the text itself.
[bookmark: _Responses_in_[language]_1][bookmark: _Ref189064722]Responses in [Language]
[bookmark: _Hlk189064211]Use a variety and range of grammar structures, vocabulary, expressions and characters (Chinese and Japanese).
Write for the appropriate context, purpose and audience. Decide whether a formal or informal form of address is appropriate for the context, purpose and audience. Once you have decided what form to use, be consistent throughout the response.
Aim to make your responses as interesting as you can, ensuring that the development of your ideas is logical. Try to avoid jumping from one idea to the next in a disjointed way.
Avoid experimenting with the language you use. In an examination you should always write what you know to be correct. Do not invent your own phrases and expressions or take a guess at what you think may be correct, simply because you are determined to make a particular point. If you are uncertain, you should write something different instead. A good student can always find ways of adapting what they know to suit the question.
Keep going back to the question to ensure that what you are writing is relevant.
Allow enough time to review your work. Re-read what you have written to make sure that you have not left anything out.
[bookmark: _Toc199323700]How to approach Section II – Composing texts
[bookmark: _Toc199323701]Examination specifications
[bookmark: _Toc199323702]Part A (10 marks)
You will be required to answer one question which will relate to the course issues.
You will be expected to compose an informative, imaginative or reflective text in [Language].
The question will be phrased in [Language] and English, for a short response in [Language].
[bookmark: _Toc199323703]Part B (20 marks)
You will be required to answer one question which will relate to the course issues and specify a context and audience.
The student will be expected to compose an informative, evaluative, persuasive or reflective text in [Language].
The question will be phrased in [Language] and English, for a response in [Language].
For the latest information regarding the Composing texts section of the HSC examination specifications please refer to ‘Assessment and reporting in [Language] in Context Stage 6’ on the relevant [Language] in Context Stage 6 syllabus webpage.
[bookmark: _Toc199323704]Criteria for assessing performance
In your answers you will be assessed on how well you: 
present and substantiate information, opinions and ideas
write text appropriate to context, purpose and audience
structure and sequence information and ideas
demonstrate control of a range of language features and literary devices in [Language].
[bookmark: _Toc199323705]Preparing for the examination
See Responses in [Language] under Preparing for the examination in Section I as this information also applies to preparing for the examination in Section II.
Avoid the temptation to learn prepared answers off by heart and expect them to fit any question. It is highly unlikely that a prepared answer will be relevant, and responses that are not written specifically for the examination question will be immediately obvious to the examiner. Remember that relevance to all aspects of the question is vital in your response.
[bookmark: _Toc199323706]During the examination
See Responses in [Language] under During the examination in Section I as this information also applies to preparing for the examination in Section II.
The suggested time taken to complete this section is 50 minutes, so you may decide to spend a few minutes reading and understanding the question and planning your response. You should practise responding to examination-style questions under timed conditions.
Take time to plan your answers, even if it means simply noting down a few key words or phrases before you begin writing – a plan is often a good idea for this type of extended response, as you will be assessed on your ability to organise information and ideas coherently.
Write for the appropriate context, purpose and audience. Decide whether a formal or informal form of address is appropriate for the context, purpose and audience. Once you have decided what form to use, be consistent throughout the response.
Avoid using your own personal details (for example, your name or school) even though you may be writing from a personal viewpoint – this will ensure the anonymity of your response.
Avoid repeating phrases and vocabulary across the texts you write. You only have a limited opportunity to show the examiners what you know, and a more positive impression will be made if the grammar structures, vocabulary, expressions and characters (for Chinese and Japanese) you use are not overly repeated.
Aim to make your responses as interesting as you can, ensuring that the development of your ideas is logical. Try to avoid jumping from one idea to the next in a disjointed way.
Write a relevant response and avoid the temptation to rely on slabs of pre-learned material. Your written text will not flow logically if you insert blocks of material learned by heart from somewhere else. Remember that your text must be relevant and must clearly address every aspect of the question.
Do not use text from Section I – Processing and responding of the examination, as this will be easily identified by the examiner. You will only be awarded marks for your own work.
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