
This is where I live
[bookmark: _Hlk197088975]Read the following blog post from Jana, who lives in Lebanon. She has included where her house is located, a description of the house and its rooms.
.مرحباً أصدقائي، اسمي جنى
.أعيش في لبنان
[image: A coastal town.]
هذا هو المكان الذي أعيش فيه 
.أعيش في فيلا على الساحل. إنها جميلة جدًا وحديثة
.أعيش مع عائلتي
.في بيتي، هناك المطبخ، الحمام، المكتب، الصالون وغرف النوم
.هناك أيضًا غرفة الألعاب
.إنها كبيرة ومريحة
.في غرفة الألعاب أقرأ، أستمع إلى الموسيقى، ألعب ألعاب الفيديو مع أصدقائي وعائلتي
[image: Two people playing video games.]
.هذا أنا وأخي
.أحب القراءة، لا أحب مشاهدة التلفاز
.تحياتي، نور

Activity 1 – comprehension questions
1. Where does Jana live?
	[bookmark: _Hlk197342045]


2. What type of home does she live in and where is it located?
	


3. Which rooms in the house does she name?
	


4. How is غرف النوم different to غرفة النوم? What do you think it means?
	


5. Who is in the photograph playing video games with Jana?
	


6. What activities does Jana do in the playroom?
	


7. What do you think the structures أحب and لا أحب mean?
	


8. Which activities does Jana mention in this sentence? أحب القراءة، لا أحب مشاهدة التلفاز
	


9. Jana ends her message with تحياتي، نور – what do you think it means?
	


Activity 2
Using the text as a model, create your own blog in Arabic about where you live.
	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	




For the teacher
Remove this section before sharing this resource with students.
1. This text includes vocabulary which is likely to be unfamiliar to your students.
2. Introduce the reading activity by reviewing the strategies for understanding texts – find a couple of sample sentences with unfamiliar words and model the strategies for students. The strategy you choose should best meet the needs of students.
3. For example, you may ask students to:
· underline words they know and circle unfamiliar words
· code texts, using ‘*’ for familiar words or structures, ‘+’ for new information, ‘!’ for ‘wow’ for something they find interesting and ‘?’ for ‘I don’t understand’
· colour code the text to identify prepositions, nouns, adjectives and verbs.
4. Alternatively, lead students through the following steps:
Do I know these words?
Do they look like English words (cognates)?
Can I extrapolate or guess the meaning from the context?
Help me, I need a dictionary!
Another approach is to read for context clues.
Strategies for understanding texts
	Step
	Action

	1. Read and question
	Read the text carefully.
Frequently ask yourself ‘Does this make sense?’.

	2. Slow advance
	Notice when you don’t know the meaning of a word, and slow down.
Read that sentence at least once more, looking for context clues.

	3. Stop and rewind
	If necessary, go back and re-read the preceding sentence, looking for clues that will help you figure out what the word or phrase might mean.

	4. Read and question
	When you think you’ve figured out what the word or phrase means, substitute your guess for the word or phrase.
If it makes sense, keep reading.
If it doesn’t, stop, rewind, and try again or check the meaning in a dictionary.


Students could also use their own strategies.
Allow students time to access the text and questions independently or, if preferred, in pairs. Provide vocabulary hints for students who need additional support.
Activity 1 – answers
1. Where does Jana live?
	Jana lives in Lebanon.


2. What type of home does she live in and where is it located?
	She lives in a villa on the coast.


3. Which rooms in the house does she name?
	Jana mentions the kitchen, the bathroom, the office, the living room, the bedrooms and the playroom.


4. How is غرف النوم different to غرفة النوم? What do you think it means?
	غرفة النوم means bedrooms. The word غرف is plural for room.


5. Who is in the photograph playing video games with Jana?
	Jana’s brother is in the photograph.


6. What activities does Jana do in the playroom?
	Reading, listening to music and playing video games.


7. What do you think the structures أحب and لا أحب mean?
	أحب means ‘I like’ and لا أحب means ‘I don’t like’.


8. Which activities does Jana mention in this sentence? أحب القراءة، لا أحب مشاهدة التلفاز
	Jana says she likes reading, she doesn’t like watching TV.


9. Jana ends her message with تحياتي، نور – what do you think it means?
	It means ‘Best regards’ or similar.


Activity 2 – scaffold
[image: ] Differentiation examples
The following strategies provide a starting point for how you can differentiate this activity for a range of learners. Adapt or design alternatives, to meet the needs of students in your class.
Students with advanced proficiency – students can formulate a text that includes additional details using prior knowledge, including what activities each family member likes to do around the house, more detailed descriptions of each room or a description of their favourite place in the house. 
High potential and gifted students – encourage students to use a dictionary to write a more detailed description of their home and the activities they like to do.
Students requiring additional support – provide students with the scaffold below to support them to construct a text in Arabic. 
Provide the writing scaffold below to students requiring additional support.
	English
	Arabic

	My name is
	اسمي

	I live in
	أعيش في

	It is
	إنها/إنه

	I live with
	أعيش مع

	In my house there is
	في بيتي، هناك

	I like
	أحب

	I don’t like
	لا أحب

	Best regards
	تحياتي
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