
Advice for schools teaching the Auslan K–10 Syllabus
Introduction
The Auslan K–10 Syllabus is a new syllabus in NSW.
Auslan is the language of the Deaf community of Australia and belongs to the British, Australian and New Zealand Sign Language family. It is a distinct and legitimate language with its own grammar and vocabulary which are different from those of English. Key Word Sign is not Auslan. Key Word Sign borrows signs from Auslan.
Auslan has 2 main dialects, Northern and Southern dialects. It is expected that this syllabus is delivered using the Northern dialect.
Auslan K–10 Syllabus © NSW Education Standards Authority (NESA) for and on behalf of the Crown in right of the State of New South Wales, 2022.
Introducing an Auslan program at your school
The Auslan K–10 Syllabus acknowledges the need for appropriate consultation with the local or nearest available Deaf community and/or proficient or background users of Auslan on the development and implementation of teaching and learning programs in schools to ensure Auslan is being taught in a contextually and culturally correct manner. 
Further information on community consultation is available in the ‘Overview’ and ‘Teaching and learning support’ sections of the syllabus.
Teachers who are not background users of Auslan should connect with background and/or proficient users of Auslan who are active in the Deaf community.
Auslan K–10 (2023): Teaching advice © NSW Education Standards Authority (NESA) for and on behalf of the Crown in right of the State of New South Wales, 2023.
Protocols when engaging with the Deaf community
When engaging with the Deaf community ensure you:
show respect and appreciation for the sharing of culture, language and lived experiences
negotiate reasonable expectations
use formal avenues for initial contact
provide a clear plan, discussing roles and responsibilities and allowing sufficient time for consideration of involvement
discuss communication preferences such as frequency and mode (which may include using an Auslan interpreter)
discuss payment, where appropriate, recognising that time is valuable and expertise warrants payment.
Adapted from Auslan K–10 (2023): Teaching advice © NSW Education Standards Authority (NESA) for and on behalf of the Crown in right of the State of New South Wales, 2023.
Texts in Auslan
Teachers should ensure that the syllabus is delivered using texts in the Northern dialect of Auslan. 
Texts should ensure they are inclusive of NESA’s Statement of Equity Principles. When sourcing texts, ensure they are:
accurate and authentic 
relevant, to reflect changes in community attitudes
culturally and linguistically accurate – texts should be created by background or proficient users of Auslan such as members of the Deaf community, Deaf organisations, Auslan teachers and/or qualified interpreters
accessible for all students – consider whether adjustments such as captions, or using adapted forms of Auslan for students who are deafblind, are required.
Adapted from Auslan K–10 (2023): Teaching advice © NSW Education Standards Authority (NESA) for and on behalf of the Crown in right of the State of New South Wales, 2023.

Where to find support
Support for Auslan is available on the department’s Auslan webpage. This includes programming and assessment guidelines, scope and sequence documents, a sample unit for Stage 4 with teacher and student resources and a poster unpacking the focus area ‘Role of language, culture and identity’.
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