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[bookmark: _Toc112681289]Overview
Description: this learning sequence addresses problems in family relationships and is the second sequence in a series addressing the Family Law depth study within the HSC Legal Studies course. The lessons in this sequence of learning are designed to allow students to develop an understanding of the nature and functions of law as it applies to problems in family relationships through the examination of the law-making processes and institutions. Students engage with the following themes and challenges:
The role of the law in encouraging cooperation and resolving conflict in regard to family.
Issues of compliance and non-compliance.
Changes to family law as a response to changing values in the community.
The role of law reform in achieving just outcomes for family members and society.
The effectiveness of legal and non-legal responses in achieving just outcomes for family members.
Duration: this program of learning is designed to be completed in approximately 4 hours.
This resource includes topics that may be considered controversial or sensitive. Teachers are to respect the diverse views and experiences of all students and approach discussions in a manner that is impartial, free from harassment and discrimination, supportive of students’ wellbeing needs and aligned with the department’s Code of conduct, Anti-racism policy, Controversial issues in schools procedures, and values in NSW public schools. Teachers should facilitate rational discourse and objective study while tailoring the content to meet the unique needs of their students. Where possible, teachers should consult with the school’s wellbeing team before using contexts that may be sensitive for some students.

Outcomes
A student:
H1 – identifies and applies legal concepts and terminology  
H2 – describes and explains key features of and the relationship between Australian and international law 
H3 – analyses the operation of domestic and international legal systems 
H4 – evaluates the effectiveness of the legal system in addressing issues 
H5 – explains the role of law in encouraging cooperation and resolving conflict, as well as initiating and responding to change
H6 – assesses the nature of the interrelationship between the legal system and society 
H7 – evaluates the effectiveness of the law in achieving justice 
H8 – locates, selects, organises, synthesises and analyses legal information from a variety of sources including legislation, cases, media, international instruments and documents 
H9 – communicates legal information using well-structured and logical arguments 
H10 – analyses differing perspectives and interpretations of legal information and issues
Legal Studies Stage 6 Syllabus © NSW Education Standards Authority (NESA) for and on behalf of the Crown in right of the State of New South Wales, 2009.


Controversial issues in HSIE
Controversial issues may be questions, subjects, topics or problems which create a difference of opinion, causing contention and debate within the school or the community. Controversial issues will differ across schools and communities.
Family law can be controversial because it addresses divorce, issues related to children and property after separation and domestic violence. As a result, it may be appropriate to explain the relevance of activities to the curriculum and gain parent or carer permission at the start of the topic or course rather than seeking permission for participation in multiple individual activities.
It is important that all content is taught in a sensitive, objective and balanced way where students can explore issues from a variety of perspectives, critically analyse and form their own considered opinions. Materials should be introduced by the teacher in an objective and unbiased manner. The manner in which teachers approach the delivery of controversial issues in NSW public schools are guided by the Department of Education’s Controversial issues in schools policy.


Learning sequence 2 – responses to problems in family relationships
This sequence is designed to take 4 hours. Students will draw on knowledge from previous content in learning sequence 1, which addresses the fundamental principles of family law in Australia. An understanding of key terms such as ‘family law’, ‘rights of the child’, ‘parental responsibility’ and ‘divorce’ is needed and a glossary is provided in the additional information associated with the sequence to support teaching and learning. This learning sequence is designed to support literacy skills in reading and writing including using text structure and vocabulary in context. This sequence should be taught with awareness of the Controversial issues in schools policy.
Consider the following when adapting this learning sequence to your school context:
The appropriateness of individual sources and content given the age and maturity level of your students.
The presence of students with close links to the events discussed in the learning sequence.
The literacy needs of students, especially in relation to reading and understanding legal sources.
The opportunities to further differentiate the content to better serve your students.


[bookmark: _Toc181270516]Syllabus content
Table 1 – excerpt of Legal Studies Stage 6 Syllabus (2009)
	Students learn about:
	Students learn to:

	divorce
legal consequences of separation
children
property
dealing with domestic violence
the roles of
courts and dispute resolution methods
non-government organisations
the media
	outline the legal processes involved in dealing with problems in family relationships
evaluate the effectiveness of the law in protecting victims of domestic violence
examine the role of non-government organisations and the media in relation to family law
evaluate the effectiveness of the law in achieving justice for parties involved in relationship breakdowns


Legal Studies Stage 6 Syllabus © NSW Education Standards Authority (NESA) for and on behalf of the Crown in right of the State of New South Wales, 2009.


[bookmark: _Toc181270517]Learning intentions and success criteria
Note: these learning intentions and success criteria are general and should be contextualised to suit your school and students’ needs. Success criteria can be differentiated to depending on the starting point of different students. For more information on this explicit teaching strategy, see Sharing success criteria.
Students:
understand the place of family law in regulating the consequences of separation and domestic violence, including the role of courts, family dispute resolution, non-government organisations and the media.
Students can:
outline the legal processes involved in resolving problems in family relationships including the parental responsibility and division of financial assets
evaluate the effectiveness of the law in protecting victims of domestic violence
examine the role of non-government organisations and the media in relation to family law
evaluate the effectiveness of the law in achieving justice for parties involved in relationship breakdowns.


[bookmark: _Toc164852830][bookmark: _Toc112681291][bookmark: _Toc181270518]Vocabulary
Note: this part of the syllabus introduces a large amount of subject-specific vocabulary. Literacy strategies and adaptations may be necessary in your context. Key words that students will need to understand for content and criteria in this part of the sequence include: paramount, justice, dispute resolution, mediator, sustained, logical, evidence, cohesive, extensive, informed. Strategies to assist in understanding these words may include looking up dictionary definitions, teacher explanation, placing words in sentences or using tools like a Frayer diagram. Use Table 2 with students as new terms are introduced to support student growth in using legal terminology. Legal Speak Explained provide simple definitions of key terms. The table is referred to throughout the sequence.
Add new terms that you learn while completing this learning sequence to the template below in Table 2.
[bookmark: _Ref181091686]Table 2 – vocabulary tracker
	Word or phrase
	Definition
	Synonyms
	Antonyms
	Home language translation
	Use in a sentence

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


[bookmark: _Toc164852831]Differentiation: encourage EAL/D students to complete the home language column using their dominant language.

[bookmark: _Toc181270519]Divorce
Note: the 3 problems in family relationship that are covered in this lesson sequence are parenting matters and property matters that arise after separation and domestic violence. In this sequence, students will evaluate the effectiveness of laws, courts and non-legal responses like Family Dispute Resolution (FDR). Since the introduction of the Family Law Act 1975 (Cth) (FLA), the only ground for divorce is the irretrievable breakdown of marriage. Couples must also show that they have lived apart for 12 months and that they are not likely to live together again. Teachers should consider the Controversial issues in schools policy and ensure all material used is appropriate for individual classroom and school context.
As a class, review the legal definition of marriage according to the Marriage Act 1961 (cth) s5. Identify each of the 4 elements of the definition: ‘marriage means the union of 2 people to the exclusion of all others, voluntarily entered into for life’.
As a class, discuss the following aspects of divorce:
What is the meaning of divorce?
Why do people get divorced?
With a partner, review the Family Law Act 1975 (cth) s48 and use this to identify the 3 conditions required for a couple to get a divorce.
Access the ABC article: ‘How Australia introduced a ‘no fault divorce’. 
Compose 1 to 2 sentences explaining how the introduction of ‘no fault’ divorce reflects the values of many in Australian society.
Compose 3 to 4 sentences making an evidenced judgement about the effectiveness of ‘no fault’ divorce in achieving just outcomes for family members.
Work with a partner to create a storyboard or concept map summarising the main steps in getting a divorce. Use Applying for a divorce and How do I apply for a divorce? to help you.
Revisit the vocabulary tracker (Table 2) at the end of this learning sequence and include any new legal terminology you have learnt so far.


[bookmark: _Toc181270520]Legal consequences of separation – children
Note: one of the most significant issues for couples to resolve after separation is where children will reside. It is mandatory for couples who are unable to agree on matters relating to children to try to resolve matters through Family Dispute Resolution (FDR). In the small number of cases where FDR is unable to resolve issues, the mediator can issue a s60I certificate. This indicates that genuine efforts have been made to resolve the matter and the matter can now be filed with the courts to determine the outcome. At every stage of determining parenting orders the courts will consider the ‘best interests’ of the child. This is the paramount consideration. This learning sequence includes an activity where students will be asked to link a concept to the themes and challenges of the course. These themes and challenges are set out at the start of this document and in the syllabus. They should be displayed for the students to use during the activity.
Review Family mediation and dispute resolution and complete brief notes on the following:
define Family Dispute Resolution (FDR)
identify the overall objective of mandatory FDR for parenting issues
suggest 1 to 2 benefits of families reaching their own agreement on arrangements for children after separation
explain what happens if FDR is unsuccessful.
Very few parenting matters go to courts. 97% of parenting matters are decided by parents either through direct negotiation or with the help of FDR mediation (AIFS 2022). Use this statistic and your own research to construct 2 paragraphs in response to the following question: ‘How important is negotiation and FDR in encouraging cooperation and resolving conflict after separation?’
Where parties are unable to reach agreement and the court must rule on the living arrangements of children, a variety of factors are considered. The paramount consideration is always what is in the ‘best interests’ of the children. In small groups, complete the following:
Use Family Law Act 1975 (cth) s 60CC (2) and (3) to make a concept map of key factors that the court considers when determining what is in the ‘best interests’ of children.
Individually, rank the key factors from what you believe to be the most important consideration to what you believe to be the least important consideration when determining the ‘best interests’ of children.
In small groups, discuss and justify your ranking. Work together to create a paragraph explaining why it is important for the court to consider these factors when deciding where children should live.
Under Article 30 of UNCROC and best interest factors in the FLA, the cultural needs, including language, culture and community of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children must be considered. Use a Think-Pair-Share strategy to discuss the following questions with a partner
How is the best interest factor important for families?
How does this requirement link to the themes and challenges of this course?
Under Family Law Act 1975 (cth) s65C, parenting orders for time with children can be applied for by either parent, grandparents, or any other person connected with the care and welfare and development of the child. Use a Think-Pair-Share strategy to discuss the following questions with a partner.
Why is the best interest factor important for families?
How does this requirement link to the themes and challenges of family law?
Review the case summaries below and for each, complete the following questions. To what extent does the case highlight that
the best interests of children are paramount?
that justice is achieved for all family members?
Differentiation: students who prefer to use a language other than English should be given opportunities throughout this lesson to develop oral as well as written language. This may include working with peers as they complete the Think-Pair-Share routine. Universal Design for Learning principles should be used throughout the lesson.
Case summaries
W and R [2006] Fam CA 25 – after the couple divorced, the mother wished to leave Queensland and relocate with the children to New Zealand. The court held that remaining in Brisbane with the children was in the child’s best interests as it would allow for a meaningful relationship with both parents.
Pannet v Crain (no 2) [2018] FamCAFC 14. In this case, the father had hit the mother’s car with a baseball bat, made derogatory comments, and assaulted family members in view of the child. The appeal court found that the risk posed by both the violence and the child witnessing the violence posed an unacceptable risk and upheld the original decision for the child to have no time or communication with the father.
As a class, discuss whether you agree that children’s best interests should be considered before the interests of parents.
Note – extended responses in legal studies: in this activity, students will complete an extended response and then have this evaluated by at least 1 peer. Students should be explicitly taught how to construct an extended response in legal studies. The importance of making an informed judgement and integrating cases, legislation or media references to support opinions should be highlighted. Students must understand the meaning of terms like ‘extensive knowledge’, ‘informed judgement’, ‘integrates legislation and cases’ and ‘sustained, logical and cohesive response.’ Viewing deidentified work samples of past students may be helpful in this respect. Prior to commencing the activity, it is also important that the class discusses the terminology in the peer review. Students will need to be provided access to a hard or soft copy of the Two stars and a wish sheet.
Create an extended response to the following question: ‘Evaluate the effectiveness of the law in achieving justice in family disputes over children’. In your response you could refer to:
the best interests of the children as the paramount consideration
requirement to attend FDR
the need for all children to maintain a connection to culture and community
the need for contact to be maintained with persons other than parents in some cases
case examples.
Pass your response to a partner, who will use the criteria below to review the work and then summarise this onto your Two stars and a wish feedback sheet.
Table 3 – criteria for feedback
	Criteria

	Demonstrates extensive knowledge of the legal process for managing disputes over children.

	Makes an informed judgement about how effectively the law works.

	Integrates relevant legislation, cases, media or international instruments to support the response.

	Presents a sustained, logical and cohesive response to the question using relevant legal concepts and terminology.




[bookmark: _Toc181270521]Legal consequences of separation – property
Note – property distribution: couples are encouraged to solve their own issues relating to property settlement after separation wherever possible. Where this is not possible, the court will decide. The process for decision making will involve valuation of all assets, assessment of contributions each of the parties have made to the asset pool and any adjustments for equity. In the following activity students will work in small teams and use the summary of the steps set out in the Family Law Act (FLA) and caselaw to decide what percentage of the property pool each of the parties will receive. Students are not required to know the intricacies of the FLA relating to property. The intention of this activity is to provide students with an understanding of the lengths that the court will go to ensure that the final outcome is as ‘just and equitable’ as possible.
Approximately 85% of property settlements are resolved through negotiation between the parties with only 15% of cases requiring adjudication in a trial. With a partner, discuss this statistic and use your own knowledge to write 2 to 3 sentences in response to each of the questions below:
What are the benefits of couples reaching their own agreement on property division after separation?
How does the out of court property settlement system encourage cooperation and support couples to resolve conflict?
Why might couples struggle to reach their own agreement on property division after separation?
How does the statistic support the view that our system is effective at encouraging parties to reach agreement out of court?
How might you improve the system of out of court property settlement to ensure that justice is achieved?
Work in a small group to judge what percentage of the total assets each party will receive in the scenario provided below. Steps to get you started may include the following.
Engage with and discuss the scenario.
Review the summary of FLA steps in property settlement provided below:
What is the total value of the pool of assets?
What each party has contributed to the pool of assets?
What adjustments are necessary to ensure equity is achieved?
Review the caselaw provided below to see how the courts have interpreted the FLA in the past. Try to find ways in which these cases (common law precedent) could be applied to your scenario.
Agree on a percentage of total assets for John and Jane.
Scenario
John and Jane have been married for 30 years. When they first married, Jane worked as a nurse and supported John while he finished his medical degree. For the past 25 years, Jane has not worked as she has raised the 5 children of the marriage whilst John built his career as a surgeon. The couple own a $5 million home in Mosman and John earns $800,000 per annum. The couple also have a house in Byron Bay worth $3 million that they bought with money left for John by his father in his will. In the past few years, Jane has enjoyed gambling at the Casino and has spent an estimated $1 million. Jane injured herself as she was leaving the Casino one rainy afternoon and is now unable to drive or work as a nurse. The couple have been unable to resolve their dispute and are now in court.
Court steps in property settlement: 
s 79 (1) FLA – all assets are valued at the date of the hearing and liabilities, or money owed is subtracted from this.
s 79 (4) FLA – the contributions of each of the parties to the whole asset pool are then considered. For example: financial contributions, such as income, gifts, windfalls; and non-financial contributions such as caring for the children and the home.
s 75 (2) – any adjustments required to make the property order just and equitable. Considerations in this area may include factors like: the age and health of the parties; caring for children; the duration of the marriage; if one party is living with another; and negative contributions, for example gambling or domestic violence that may deplete the asset pool or prevent one party from working and contributing.
Case law:
Best and Best (1993) FLC 92-418 – held that business interests like a partnership in a law firm is considered property, even when it can’t be sold.
Kowaliw and Kowaliw (1981) – held that where losses are incurred, both parties normally share the loss, unless one party has deliberately, recklessly or negligently acted to reduce the matrimonial assets.
Mallet v Mallet (1984) 156 CLR 605 – held that the contributions of the homemaker should be recognised in a ‘substantial and not a token way.’
Kessey v Kessey [1994] FamCA 162 – if a parent gifts money to the couple, it is considered the contribution of the child of the gifting couple.
Ty v Ty – an adjustment was made in favour of the wife who had worked to support the husband whilst he studies so that he could establish his career.
Differentiation: consider using a cubing strategy to engage students across a range of ability levels in discussing the scenario. Students should:
1. describe it – What is the scenario about?
2. compare it – compare the scenario with the case law above. What is it similar to or different from?
3. associate it – What do you associate the content of the scenario with? What does it make you think about?
4. analyse it – describe the legal elements of a scenario. How is it structured?
5. apply it – How do the court steps in property settlement relate to the scenario? How can you use the steps?
6. argue for or against it – What should the legal outcome of the property settlement be given the steps in the FLA?
Share your team’s property division with the class and discuss why you have divided property as you have. As a class, debate this matter until you can agree on the percentages to each couple.
Use your knowledge of FDR and the process of dividing property after settlement to identify 5 ways the legal process in property settlement ensures that justice is the result. Take one of your ideas and use this to create one paragraph that you would use in an extended response for the following question: ‘How well does the legal process in property settlement ensure justice for the parties involved in separation?’
Pass your one paragraph response to a partner, who will use the criteria below to review the work and then summarise this onto your Two stars and a wish feedback sheet.
Table 4 – criteria for feedback
	Criteria

	Demonstrates extensive knowledge of the legal process for managing disputes over property.

	Makes an informed judgement about how effectively the law works.

	Integrates relevant legislation, cases, media or international instruments to support the response.

	Presents a sustained, logical and cohesive response to the question using relevant legal concepts and terminology.


Revisit the vocabulary tracker (Table 2) and include any new legal terminology you have learnt so far.


[bookmark: _Toc181270522]Dealing with domestic violence
Note: as with all content in family law, this area can be controversial and may raise issues for students. Teachers should familiarise themselves with the Controversial issues in schools policy prior to teaching this section of the learning sequence. All media resources and suggested activities should be reviewed prior to teaching. Where required, the resources and pedagogy should be varied to meet the needs of the students and context.
The Family law Act 1975 (cth) s 4AB, provides a comprehensive definition of domestic and family violence. Use this definition to complete the following:
Identify the different forms that domestic and family violence can take.
Discuss the benefits of expanding the definition in 2006 to include more forms of family and domestic violence beyond assault or physical violence.
Locate and summarise 4 media articles on domestic violence into the table provided below (Table 5). Examples may include: Domestic violence escalated as COVID-19 pandemic created 'perfect conditions' for abusers; Landmark report reveals a woman dies every week due to Australia's domestic violence crisis.
[bookmark: _Ref181103782]Table 5 – summary of key ideas within media articles
	Article title, publication and year
	Big ideas – extent of the problem, responses to the problem
	How the article may be useful in evaluating the effectiveness of responses

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	



Reflect on how your understanding of domestic violence has been changed due to engaging with these articles. Use this to complete a response using each of the following sentence stems:
I used to think …
Now I think …
Note: teachers may wish to consult the Writing guide Years 3 to 10 in order to support conversations about evidence‑based writing instruction in primary and secondary contexts. Teachers may wish to provide an example of how to complete Table 5 or a scaffold to support student responses.
A significant legal response to domestic violence has been the Crimes (Domestic and Personal Violence) Act 2007 (NSW). Use ‘Protection against violence and harassment’ and Family Violence Law Help, to explain the following:
What is an Apprehended Domestic Violence Order (ADVO)?
How can a victim obtain an ADVO?
How can an ADVO help to protect victims of domestic and family violence?
Engage with the ABC article ‘Christopher Cullen found guilty of murdering estranged wife Victoria Comrie Cullen at Taren Point’ and use this to complete the following:
Briefly summarise the facts of the case.
Given an ADVO was in place at the time of Ms Cullen’s death, explain how this case highlights weaknesses in ADVOs as a response to actions of determined violent offenders.
Complete a T-chart in pairs summarising strengths and weaknesses of ADVOs. Useful resources may be found in the previous activity and include, ‘Domestic violence victim says NSW apprehended violence orders are not working’.
In small groups, summarise your ideas about ADVOs into the table below (Table 6).
[bookmark: _Ref181095279]Table 6 – ADVOs and their effectiveness in protecting victims
	Describe how ADVOs work
	Positive aspects of ADVOs
	Negative aspects of ADVOs
	Overall judgement – Are they effective?

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Use the table above (Table 6) and your notes to complete a 1 paragraph response to the following statement: ‘Evaluate the effectiveness of ADVOs in protecting victims.’ The response should include the following:
a topic sentence that links to the question
a definition of ADVOs 
explanation of the positive aspects of ADVOs
explanation of negative aspects of ADVOs
reference to legislation, cases, media and legal writings
a clear judgement on the effectiveness of ADVOs.
Note: teachers may wish to consult the Writing guide Years 3 to 10 in order to support conversations about evidence‑based writing instruction in primary and secondary contexts. Teachers may wish to provide an example of how to complete Table 6 or a scaffold to support student responses.
Since 2011, the Family Law Act 1975 (cth) s 60CC9 (2) has required courts determining parenting matters to prioritise the need for a child to be protected from harm, abuse and neglect over the need for the child to have meaningful relationship with both parents. Read how this law was applied in Pannet v Crain in the summary below. 
Pannet v Crain (no 2) [2018] FamCAFC 14. In this case, the father had hit the mother’s car with a baseball bat, made derogatory comments and assaulted family members in view of the child. The appeal court found that the risk posed by both the violence and the child witnessing the violence posed an unacceptable risk and upheld the original decision for the child to have no time or communication with the father.
In groups of 4, consider the Pannet v Crain case in a circle of viewpoints activity. Each group member should consider whether justice has been achieved from the perspective of one of the following parties:
the mother
the child
the father
society as a whole.
On completion, the different perspectives should be shared in the group, before discussing whether the case has achieved a just outcome overall.
Construct a one paragraph response to the following question: ‘How well have the 2011 reforms to the FLA helped to protect victims of domestic violence?’. In your response, you should refer to case law and legislation. The response should include the following:
a topic sentence that links to the question
explanation of the positive aspects of the 2011 reforms
explanation of negative aspects from some perspectives
reference to legislation, cases or media
a clear judgement on the effectiveness of the 2011 reforms.
Note: teachers may wish to consult the Writing guide Years 3 to 10 in order to support conversations about evidence‑based writing instruction in primary and secondary contexts.


[bookmark: _Toc181270523]Role of organisations in family law
Use Family law to explain the jurisdiction of the Federal and Family Court of Australia (FCFCA).
Use Family dispute resolution and your notes to revisit the following:
When is FDR is required?
What are the benefits of FDR?
Create a one paragraph response to the following question: ‘How is the staged transition between FDR (a non-legal response) and the courts (a legal response) in the ‘best interests’ of families in dispute?’
Research and make brief notes on the role of one non-government organisation (NGO), in responding to domestic violence, for example:
White Ribbon Australia, Prevention Violence
EAL/D students may need to be taught note taking skills. EAL/D students may benefit from taking notes in their home language. 
Engage with the ABC News report ‘Landmark report reveals a woman dies every week due to Australia's domestic violence crisis’. Use this and the Bring Up Respect website to work in small teams to discuss the following questions.
What role does the media play in responding to domestic violence?
Could the media do more than promote the issue, for example challenging gender stereotypes and disrespect against women?
Work in small groups to complete a one-paragraph response to the following question: ‘Evaluate the importance of non-legal responses in supporting families in dispute.’ Your response could include the following:
a topic sentence that links to the question
examples of non-legal responses such as FDR, White Ribbon Australia, Our Watch and the media
positive aspects of the non-legal responses, for example raising the profile of the problem, changing societal attitudes or encouraging co-operation between parties
negative aspects of the non-legal responses, for example women still die from domestic violence offences, FDR can fail, non-legal responses are difficult to enforce
an overall judgement on the effectiveness of non-legal responses.
Note: teachers may wish to consult the Writing guide Years 3 to 10 in order to support conversations about evidence‑based writing instruction in primary and secondary contexts.
On completion of the response, swap your group’s response with another group and complete the following:
provide Two stars and a wish feedback
copy useful ideas from the other group into your group response.
Differentiation: consider providing an additional challenge for HPG students by asking them to create a short film, website or presentation proposing how law reform might be used in combination with non-legal measures to reduce the incidence of domestic violence.


[bookmark: _Toc181270524]Effectiveness of the law in achieving justice for parties involved in relationship breakdowns
Work in small teams to complete a summary of the content in this topic in the table provided below.
Table 7 – effectiveness of the law in achieving justice
	Area of law
	Describe the law
	Discuss the law (positive and/or negative aspects)
	Cases and/or media that may support your response

	No fault divorce
	
	
	

	Parenting matters, for example: FDR is mandatory; and if the case goes to court the ‘best interests’ of children are paramount
	
	
	

	Property matters, for example: FDR is encouraged; in court decisions there is a focus on what is ‘just and equitable’
	
	
	

	Domestic violence, for example broader definition; ADVOs
	
	
	


Note: in the following lesson, students will complete a four corners debate where they will reflect on a question and move to a corner of the room labelled with their view. In preparation for the activity, the 4 corners of the room will need the following labels: ‘extremely effective’, ‘moderately effective’, ‘somewhat effective’, and ‘not effective at all’.
In your small group, assess the information in the team summary and discuss whether you think that the law is effective in achieving justice for parties involved in relationship breakdowns.
When instructed, move to one of the 4 corners of the room where the label best reflects your view on the question of whether you think that the law is effective in achieving justice for parties involved in relationship breakdowns. The corners of the room will be labelled ‘extremely effective’, ‘moderately effective’, ‘somewhat effective’ and ‘not effective at all’.
On arrival at your corner of the room, discuss with the others in this group why this is the correct corner for 3 minutes. A spokesperson from each group will then share with the class why they have chosen this corner whilst other students ask questions. Students who change their mind during the process are encouraged to swap corners.
Differentiation: in classes with a high percentage of HPG students consider building on the above activity through semi-structured debate where the teacher uses the 4-corner division to form affirmative and negative teams to debate the proposition: ‘The law is effective at achieving justice during relationship breakdowns’. This format will require students to work together to compile evidence from a range of sources in support of their proposition.
Use the summary and ideas gained in the 4-corners debate to individually compose a written response to the following stimulus: ‘Evaluate the effectiveness of the law in achieving justice for parties involved in relationship breakdowns.’
On completion, the response should be peer reviewed using a C3B4Me strategy, before being passed to your teacher for final review. The peer review should use the criteria provided in the table below (Table 8).
[bookmark: _Ref181170015]Table 8 – criteria for feedback
	Criteria

	Demonstrates extensive knowledge of the legal process for managing disputes over property.

	Makes an informed judgement about how effectively the law works.

	Integrates relevant legislation, cases, media or international instruments to support the response.

	Presents a sustained, logical and cohesive response to the question using relevant legal concepts and terminology.


[bookmark: _Toc112681296][bookmark: _Toc148102973]

[bookmark: _Toc181270525]Additional information
The information below can be used to support teachers when using this teaching resource for Stage 6 legal studies.
[bookmark: _Toc1022999069][bookmark: _Toc112409496][bookmark: _Toc181270526]Support and alignment
Resource evaluation and support: all curriculum resources are prepared through a rigorous process. Resources are periodically reviewed as part of our ongoing evaluation plan to ensure currency, relevance and effectiveness. For additional support or advice, or to provide feedback, contact the HSIE Curriculum team by emailing hsie@det.nsw.edu.au.
[bookmark: _Hlk148105154]Differentiation: further advice to support Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander students, EALD students, students with a disability and/or additional needs and High Potential and gifted students can be found on the Planning, programming and assessing 7–12 webpage. This includes the Inclusion and differentiation advice 7–10 webpage.
Assessment: further advice to support formative assessment is available on the Planning, programming and assessing 7–12 webpage. This includes the Classroom assessment advice 7–10. For summative assessment tasks, the Assessment task advice 7–10 webpage is available.
Explicit teaching: further advice to support explicit teaching is available on the Explicit teaching webpage. This includes the CESE Explicit teaching – Driving learning and engagement webpage.
Consulted with: Curriculum and Reform, subject matter experts, Multicultural Education and Aboriginal Education and Communities.
Alignment to system priorities and/or needs: School excellence, Our Plan for NSW Public Education.
Alignment to the School Excellence Framework: this resource supports the School excellence elements of curriculum (curriculum provision) and effective classroom practice (lesson planning, explicit teaching).
Alignment to Australian Professional Standards for Teachers: this resource supports teachers to address Proficient Teacher Standard Descriptors [3.2.2, 3.3.2].
Creation date: June 2024.
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