
Ancient history (Year 11) – sample assessment task notification
Investigating Persepolis – Ancient History 11–12 Syllabus (2024)


Contents
Overview	2
Assessment task – investigating Persepolis	3
Outcomes	3
Content	3
Task description	4
Submission details	4
Marking guidelines	6
References	8



[bookmark: _Toc208578711]Overview
This assessment task aligns to the option study ‘List B: Persepolis’ in the focus area ‘Investigating ancient history – Case studies’. It is designed for use during implementation of the Investigating Persepolis – sample program. It should be considered in conjunction with the sample program and related resources.
Note: weightings provided are suggestions only. These weightings must align with the school’s assessment schedule.
Software is required for students to produce a video for this assessment task. Digital Learning Selector – Learning tools provides a range of software options students can use with links to training and support for teachers. Use the Advanced filter to search for the keyword ‘video’.

[bookmark: _Toc208578712]Assessment task – investigating Persepolis
Type of task: source analysis presentation
Weighting: 30%
Course component weightings: knowledge and understanding of course content – 10%, historical skills in the analysis and evaluation of sources and interpretations – 10%, historical inquiry and research – 5%, communication of historical understanding – 5%
[bookmark: _Toc208578713]Outcomes
A student:
AH-11-03 explains the role and significance of forces, features, events, individuals and groups in shaping the past
AH-11-05 analyses different types of sources for evidence to support a historical account or argument
AH-11-07 communicates historical understanding, applying historical knowledge, terms and concepts
Ancient History 11–12 Syllabus © NSW Education Standards Authority (NESA) for and on behalf of the Crown in right of the State of New South Wales, 2024.
[bookmark: _Toc208578714]Content
Investigating ancient history – Case studies – List B: Persepolis
The evidence for the role of Persepolis as a centre of Persian power
Historical concepts and skills
Form judgements about historical significance, recognising that significance may be attributed for different purposes
Use evidence from a range of sources to inform investigation and research
Communicate historical understanding, using historical knowledge, terms and concepts, in forms appropriate to the purpose and audience
[bookmark: _Toc208578715]Task description
You are the lead archaeologist at Persepolis. The UNESCO World Heritage Organisation has asked you to produce content for a webpage about Persepolis. There are 2 parts for this task:
· a 5-minute video analysing selected sources
· a 250-word explanation about the site’s significance as a centre of Persian power.
The video and written explanation needs to use appropriate historical terms and concepts.
Part 1 – video
You are to select and analyse 5 appropriate sources that provide evidence about the role of Persepolis during the Achaemenid Empire. These should be a mix of different types of primary sources from Persepolis, such as reliefs, inscriptions and sculptures. Present your analysis as a narration to the video and include appropriate images and diagrams.
Part 2 – written explanation
You are to explain the significance of Persepolis during the Achaemenid Empire, integrating the evidence from sources included in the video.
[bookmark: _Toc208578716]Submission details
Note: teachers should include any submission requirements related to their school context, including procedures for late submission.
The 5-minute video can be submitted in one of the following formats:
an MP4 video
a live presentation in class with a supporting PowerPoint.
A script must be submitted. The written explanation and reference list are to be submitted as a word document.

[bookmark: _Toc208578717]Marking guidelines
Table 1 – assessment marking guidelines
	Grade
	Marking guideline descriptors

	A
	Appropriately selects a variety of relevant sources about the role of Persepolis during the Achaemenid Empire
Demonstrates perceptive analysis and synthesis of evidence from different types of sources
Provides an extensive explanation about the significance of Persepolis as a centre of Persian power drawing evidence from sources
Effectively communicates complex ideas and information using appropriate historical terms and concepts

	B
	Selects a variety of relevant sources about the role of Persepolis during the Achaemenid Empire
Analyses and synthesises evidence from different types of sources
Provides a thorough explanation about the significance of Persepolis as a centre of Persian power drawing evidence from sources
Clearly communicates complex ideas and information using appropriate historical terms and concepts

	C
	Selects relevant sources about the role of Persepolis during the Achaemenid Empire
Selects and integrates evidence from different sources
Provides a sound explanation about the significance of Persepolis as a centre of Persian power, referring to sources
Communicates relevant ideas using historical terms and concepts

	D
	Selects some relevant sources about the role of Persepolis during the Achaemenid Empire
Selects and uses information from sources
Provides a basic explanation about the significance of Persepolis as a centre of Persian power, may refer to sources
Communicates ideas in a descriptive manner using some historical terms and concepts

	E
	May select some sources about the role of Persepolis during the Achaemenid Empire
May refer to sources
Provides a description about Persepolis as a centre of Persian power
Communicates ideas, may use historical terms and concepts
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This resource contains NSW Curriculum and syllabus content. The NSW Curriculum is developed by the NSW Education Standards Authority. This content is prepared by NESA for and on behalf of the Crown in right of the State of New South Wales. The material is protected by Crown copyright.
Please refer to the NESA Copyright Disclaimer for more information https://educationstandards.nsw.edu.au/wps/portal/nesa/mini-footer/copyright.
NESA holds the only official and up-to-date versions of the NSW Curriculum and syllabus documents. Please visit the NSW Education Standards Authority (NESA) website https://educationstandards.nsw.edu.au and the NSW Curriculum website https://curriculum.nsw.edu.au.
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