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[bookmark: _Toc199505456][bookmark: _Toc199497025][bookmark: _Toc211239302]Overview
This resource is designed to support teachers and students when implementing the Geography (Stage 4) – sample assessment task 2 notification – Liveability of places. It should be considered in conjunction with the sample program and sample assessment task for resource context and teaching guidance which can be found on the Planning, programming and assessing geography 7–10 (2024) webpage. This support material:
· provides teacher notes and outlines the steps for success for students attempting sample assessment task 2 notification – Liveability of places
· includes the fieldwork templates for students to complete in the field
· includes a geographical report scaffold.
[bookmark: _Toc177715031][bookmark: _Toc199497026][bookmark: _Toc199505457][bookmark: _Toc211239303]Steps to success
Note: this schedule is designed to support students and is not for compliance. Students should not be penalised for not meeting interim times. This scaffold is designed for chunking and sequencing learning by breaking the task into smaller goals to reduce the complexity. The second column could be:
· determined by the teacher
· co-constructed with students.
Table 1 – assessment preparation schedule
	What I need to do
	When I need to do it

	Pre fieldwork: student resource booklet Activity 1.13.1
	Term 2 Week 4

	Fieldwork: student resource booklet Activity 1.15.1
	Term 2 Week 4

	Post fieldwork: student resource booklet Activity 1.16.1
	Term 2 Week 5


[bookmark: _Toc199505458][bookmark: _Toc199497027][bookmark: _Toc211239304]Fieldwork booklet
Note: this booklet should be provided to students prior to undertaking research in the field. Teachers may need to divide the booklet into 3 and distribute separately as required.
[bookmark: _Toc199505459][bookmark: _Toc199497028][bookmark: _Toc211239305]Instructions
Ensure you:
· record your responses in the spaces provided in the booklet
· attach graphic representations and photographs collected in the field.
You will be assessed on your completed fieldwork booklet and fieldwork report.
Significant geographical question: explain ways liveability of a place can be improved. As part of the report discuss the environmental, social, economic and political factors that influence the liveability of a local suburb, town or city.
[bookmark: _Toc199505460][bookmark: _Toc199497029][bookmark: _Toc211239306]Pre fieldwork
Develop at least 3 minor geographical questions to frame your inquiry. These will be the questions that help you answer the significant geographical question. These questions should cover:
· factors that influence liveability of places
· factors that affect the liveability in a local area
· strategies to improve the liveability of places.
Table 2 – my 3 minor geographical questions
	Questions

	Example: What parks and recreational spaces are available to people in my suburb, town or city?

	

	

	


Identify the location of your study.
Table 3 – location of the study
	Location

	Example: my local town I am investigating is Casino, NSW. Located at latitude 28°51’29”S and longitude 153°02’50”E.

	


Conduct secondary research to identify key facts about the Aboriginal cultures and histories of the place you are studying.
Table 4 – key facts about the Aboriginal cultures and histories
	Location

	Example: Casino NSW is centrally located in Bundjalung lands. Source of information Map of Indigenous Australia.

	


Use secondary sources to count and briefly describe the types of services available in the study area.
[bookmark: _Ref210374129]Table 5 – record sheet – services and facilities
	Services and facilities
	Tally
	Services and facilities
	Tally

	Hospitals
	
	Fire
	

	Doctors’ surgeries
	
	Ambulance
	

	Chemists
	
	Police
	

	Dentists
	
	SES
	

	Libraries
	
	Centrelink offices
	

	Places of worship
	
	Medicare offices
	

	Community centres
	
	Post offices
	

	Recreational spaces
	
	Telecommunications
	

	Sporting facilities
	
	Supermarkets
	

	Schools
	
	Retail stores
	

	Childcare centres
	
	Banks
	

	TAFE
	
	Restaurants or cafes
	

	Universities
	
	Train lines
	

	Bus lines
	
	Taxis
	


Use Table 5 to identify services and facilities that could be improved to increase liveability in your study area. Record observations and make comments regarding the services that need to be improved (Table 6).
[bookmark: _Ref210374134]Table 6 – recommendations to improve services and facilities
	Issue
	Observations and recommendations

	Example: busy and congested intersection (infrastructure)
	Example: there is an intersection in the town’s central business district that is always congested with traffic. Many cars lined up down several streets waiting to cross. The roads and traffic authority could put in a roundabout to reduce the congestion.

	
	


Develop a minor research question about each of the following factors affecting liveability to focus your secondary research:
· social
· cultural
· economic
· political.
Use secondary sources to gather information to answer the questions developed.
Table 7 – record sheet – minor research questions
	Question
	Researched answer

	Example: What is the impact of petty crime on the area?
	Example: student response based on secondary research including citation based on school preferred referencing and bibliography structure.

	
	


Identify 2 useful and reliable sources and complete an annotated bibliography for each.
Table 8 – record sheet – annotated bibliography
	Source
	Annotated bibliography

	Source 1
	

	Source 2
	


Develop a land use map of your location of study. Ensure you include mapping conventions BOLTSS. Attach your map to this booklet.
[bookmark: _Toc199505461][bookmark: _Toc199497030][bookmark: _Toc211239307]Fieldwork
Collect and record primary data through observations of your local area including:
· demographics – details of the population
· availability of services and facilities
· the environmental quality.
[bookmark: _Toc199505462][bookmark: _Toc199497031][bookmark: _Toc211239308]Recording observations – ground level photographs
Table 9 – record sheet – ground level photographs
	Location
	Observations
	Photograph number

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


[bookmark: _Toc199505463][bookmark: _Toc199497032][bookmark: _Toc211239309]Observation of people
Count the number of people you observe in each category. Add other categories if required. Use tally marks.
[bookmark: _Ref210375247]Table 10 – record sheet – demographic observations
	Males
	Number
	Females
	Number

	Elderly
	
	Elderly
	

	With young children
	
	With young children
	

	Teenagers
	
	Teenagers
	

	Other children
	
	Other children
	

	Other adult males
	
	Other adult women
	


[bookmark: _Toc199505464][bookmark: _Toc199497033][bookmark: _Toc211239310]Observation of the availability of services and facilities
Briefly describe the types of services and facilities in the area observed. Add any other observations.
[bookmark: _Ref210375255]Table 11 – record sheet – services and facilities
	Services and facilities
	Brief description

	Healthcare services and facilities
	

	Community services and facilities
	

	Educational facilities
	

	Infrastructure
	

	Commerce (retail stores, supermarkets, banks, cafés or restaurants)
	

	Government services and facilities (police, ambulance, fire services, SES, Centrelink, Medicare)
	

	Other services and facilities
	


[bookmark: _Toc199505465][bookmark: _Toc199497034][bookmark: _Toc211239311]Observation of environmental quality
Identify factors affecting the environmental quality in the area observed.
Note: examples of brief descriptions of observations have been provided here for the teacher. These should be removed prior to distribution to students.
[bookmark: _Ref210375261]Table 12 – record sheet – environmental quality
	Environmental observation
	Brief description of observations

	Air pollution
	For example, smog observed.

	Noise
	For example, consistent traffic noise.

	Open spaces
	For example, access to sporting oval.

	Traffic volume
	For example, traffic congestion observed in central business district.

	Vandalism
	For example, significant areas with unauthorised graffiti.

	Litter
	For example, rubbish observed dumbed on the side of footpaths.

	Other environmental observations
	For example, multiple shops closed.


[bookmark: _Toc199505466][bookmark: _Toc199497035][bookmark: _Toc211239312]Observation of what should be improved to increase liveability in the area
Identify ways the liveability of your study area could be improved.
[bookmark: _Ref210375268]Table 13 – record sheet – strategies for improving liveability
	Strategy number
	Brief description of the strategy

	Example
	The walk along the river is not safe. Council could remove trees to expose the footpath, provide streetlights and security cameras.

	1
	

	2
	

	3
	


[bookmark: _Toc199505467][bookmark: _Toc199497036][bookmark: _Toc211239313]Conduct a questionnaire
Note: Table 14 will need to be reproduced 5 times if being used in person in the field.
Collect primary data through a questionnaire. Attach a copy of the questionnaire and responses to the fieldwork booklet. Ensure all questionnaire responses are attached to the fieldwork booklet.
The questionnaire should consist of:
· an explanation of why you are collecting the data and how it will be used
· five questions about liveability in the study area
questions should be yes or no response questions or multiple-choice questions
questions that will assist you to understand the different perceptions of liveability in the study area
questions that will inform your recommendations of ways to improve liveability in the study area
· ideally you will choose a variety of ages and genders to participate in the questionnaire.
[bookmark: _Ref210375094]Table 14 – record sheet – questionnaire
	Question
	Response

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


[bookmark: _Toc199505468][bookmark: _Toc199497037][bookmark: _Toc211239314]Post fieldwork
Note: the following are suggested activities that support the analysis and interpretation of data collected. These activities should be chosen in consultation with the teacher.
Demographic observations (Table 10):
tally and total, by counting the tally marks for each demographic group, to identify patterns in age and gender
create bar graphs or pie charts to show the proportion of different groups, for example, age groups
compare across locations by identifying which areas had more elderly, youth or families
look for social indicators, for example, a high number of elderly may suggest a retirement area.
Availability of services and facilities (Table 11):
categorise services by grouping into categories, for example, health, education and retail, and plot the categories on a map of the area
accessibility analysis – identify whether key services like healthcare or public transport are easily accessible within walking distance
identify service gaps by looking for missing services, for example, healthcare facilities
use photographs to support findings.
Environmental quality (Table 12):
rate each factor by developing a rating system, for example, pollution 1 to 5 (1 little to 5 significant)
create an environmental quality index by averaging out the scores to get an overall environmental score for each area
identify trends, for example, areas of high litter and vandalism might correlate with low foot traffic areas
compare photographs to highlight good environmental conditions or poor environmental conditions.
Strategies for improving liveability (Table 13):
link strategies to observations, for example, match each strategy directly to an issue observed
prioritise by ranking strategies based on impact and feasibility
community benefit analysis – explain how each improvement will increase liveability.
Questionnaire results (Table 14):
quantify responses by counting the number of ‘yes’ and ‘no’ or multiple-choice responses
percentage breakdown by showing data as percentages, for example, 80% said the area studied is not safe at night
note any differences in the responses between demographic groups, for example, older groups might rate liveability differently than teenagers.
[bookmark: _Toc199505469][bookmark: _Toc199497038][bookmark: _Toc211239315]Data representation
Construct at least one graph from the data collected in the liveability questionnaire. Attach the graph to the fieldwork booklet.
Use data collected in the fieldwork to answer the following questions:
1. Would the time of day or weather have affected the number of people in the observation area?
2. What groups had the highest observed number of people? Why do you think this was the case?
3. Which services are the most common in the study area?
4. Can you draw any relationship between the people who live in the area and the services or facilities that exist in your study area?
5. What are the main factors influencing environmental quality in the study area?
6. Identify the most obvious factor that needs improvement in the study area.
7. What is the main reason people choose to live in the study area?
8. What did the questionnaire participants identify as the main challenge to liveability in the study area?
9. What services or facilities are needing improvement in the study area?
10. Identify any main challenges identified for the liveability in your study area.
[bookmark: _Toc199505470][bookmark: _Toc199497039][bookmark: _Toc211239316]Strategies to improve liveability in a local suburb, town or city
Suggest 2 strategies to improve the liveability of your study area.
Table 15 – strategies to improve liveability
	[bookmark: _Hlk199492026]Strategy
	Description and justification

	
	

	
	


Evaluate the 2 strategies in terms of environmental, social, economic and political liveability factors.
Table 16 – strategy evaluation
	[bookmark: _Hlk199493774]Criteria
	Strategy 1 – positives and negatives
	Strategy 2 – positives and negatives

	Environmental
	
	

	Social
	
	

	Economic
	
	

	Political
	
	


[bookmark: _Toc199505471][bookmark: _Toc199497040][bookmark: _Toc211239317]Geographical report
Use the report plan to organise your research findings.
[bookmark: _Ref210375667]Table 17 – geographical report plan
	Geographical report structure
	Guidelines
	Draft key notes

	Introduction
	Identify and describe your study area. Include and refer to a map.
State the topic and briefly outline what needs to be improved to increase liveability.
	

	Body – including discussion of findings
	List and describe the factors affecting liveability in a local suburb, town or city. Refer to data, graphs, maps and visual representations.
Outline 2 strategies to improve liveability in the area studied and clearly outline the most appropriate strategy based on an evaluation of positives and negatives.
	

	Conclusions
	Provide recommendations to improve liveability.
	

	Annotated bibliography
	All secondary resources cited appropriately.
	


Use Table 17 to generate a geographical report.
Present your geographical report and fieldwork booklet. You will be marked on the completion of the geographical report. Refer to the marking rubric in Assessment Task 2 notification – Liveability of places.
[bookmark: _Toc112681291]

[bookmark: _Toc211239318][bookmark: _Toc202947622]Advice for teachers
Note: this advice is not required for students.
[bookmark: _Toc211239319]Purpose of the assessment
The assessment serves as a summative tool to measure students’ understanding and skills related to geographical inquiry and the focus area Liveability of place. It allows teachers to:
· identify students’ initial knowledge and track their progress by assessing their investigation, fieldwork and report
· provide targeted feedback that supports further learning and skills development in geography
· assist students to develop an understanding of how liveability of places is influenced by environmental, social, economic and political factors
· assist students to identify and explain strategies that improve liveability in their local context
· assist students to enhance their ability to provide solutions to challenges associated with liveability
· offer a structured approach for students to explore geographical concepts and apply them in various contexts, supporting a comprehensive understanding of liveability of places and geographical inquiry skills.
[bookmark: _Toc211239320]Planning, programming and assessing geography 7 – 10 (2024)
This assessment task has been designed as a summative assessment for the Program of learning – Liveability of places with a focus on factors that influence liveability, perceptions of liveability and improving liveability.
Teachers may choose to engage with the assessment in the context of the program or allow for independent investigations. It is a requirement of the Geography 7–10 Syllabus (2024) that students undertake 10 hours of fieldwork in Stage 4. Fieldwork is inclusive of pre and post fieldwork. The Assessment support material – Liveability of places resource has been developed to demonstrate the process of a geographical inquiry which is a requirement of the syllabus. Additional support is also available in the series of slide decks provided for the focus area. Teachers may provide additional support by guiding students towards sites to research or through the provision of scaffolds.
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