



English Studies 11–12 – sample syllabus requirements planner
This sample syllabus requirements planner is aligned to the English Studies 11–12 Syllabus (NESA 2024). This planner identifies key requirements for planning and implementing the English Studies 11–12 syllabus and assessment requirements.
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[bookmark: _Toc213998900]Rationale
The syllabus requirements planner will be particularly useful during the engage and enact Phases of the curriculum implementation cycle. It is not a standalone resource and should be used in consultation with the syllabus and the policies and procedures identified within the planner. This planner has been designed to assist teachers in NSW Department of Education (DoE) schools as they plan the implementation of the English Studies 11–12 Syllabus (NESA 2024) to deliver teaching and learning practices that are contextualised to their classroom.
All NSW public schools need to plan curriculum and develop teaching programs consistent with the Education Act 1990, the NSW Education Standards Authority (NESA) syllabuses, the Curriculum planning and programming, assessing and reporting to parents K–12 policy standards and NESA’s Registration process for the NSW government schooling system manual. These are referenced throughout the planner and should be consulted to ensure all curriculum materials reflect requirements.
[bookmark: _Toc213998901]Purpose, audience and suggested timeframes
Many schools will have their own planning templates. The layout of this document is intended to support faculty communication, professional learning and collaborative planning which should be completed for each stage and course.
Teacher note: each school is responsible for selecting texts appropriate for the learning needs of their students and their community context. This is reflective of the guidelines within the NSW Department of Education’s Curriculum planning and programming, assessing and reporting to parents K-12 policy and the Controversial issues in schools policy.
The texts suggested in this syllabus requirements planner provide one way to address the text requirements for the English Studies 11–12 Syllabus (NESA 2024) and the HSC English prescriptions 2027–2028. The suggested texts are provided to spark curiosity for teachers. For students, they may act as quality models to support their understanding and responding.
The planner should be a live document that is completed collaboratively and reviewed periodically. This supports a consistent implementation of NESA and department policy requirements and whole-school and faculty requirements. It also establishes a shared vision for the scope of subject English and guides long-term design of teaching and learning programs. This shows that curriculum design and implementation is a dynamic and contextually specific process. This planner represents one way to map requirements, and it contains:
instructions for how it could be used by English teachers and faculties
direct links to policies and useful resources.
[bookmark: _Toc213998902]Opportunities for collaboration
The following is an outline of some of the ways this sample syllabus requirements planner could be used with colleagues as part of the professional learning cycle.
Complete the planning as a faculty or course coordination team.
Upload the document to a shared drive as a ‘live’ document and evaluate the plans at key points throughout the year.
Cross-reference the plans against the content within teaching and learning programs/units, scope and sequences, assessment schedules, assessment notifications and student resources.
Keep a copy of this document in a folder or drive alongside other organisational and compliance-related materials.
The information for each syllabus requirements planner comes from the relevant NESA information. It is important all collaborators re-read and cross reference the relevant syllabus and assessment and reporting information on the NESA English syllabuses website. This ensures your practice is an accurate reflection of all requirements. Links contained within this resource were correct as of 28 January 2025.
Teacher note: this syllabus requirements planner is organised to reflect the student learner journey. The Backward design model was used in the planning stages. It is recommended that teachers begin planning for Stage 6 with the Year 12 course. Skills and knowledge should be identified and the progression of these purposefully mapped through the Year 11 course.


[bookmark: _Toc213998903]Year 11 English Studies planning sample
This planning sample contains an outline of how to use this as a support in the planning and evaluation process for Stage 6 English Studies. The guidelines contained are one way collaborative planning can occur. Using tools that support a collaborative approach to planning and implementation of teaching and learning is supported by extensive research, including CESE’s research What works best 2020 update, which is well worth exploring.
Table 1 – Year 11 assessment, teaching and learning plans
	Syllabus component
	Focus area – Reading to write: Transition to English Studies
	Focus area – Elective A: Voices of Australia
	Focus area – Elective D: Playing the game

	Unit timing
[Identify hours and order of program delivery. Check the English Studies11–12 Syllabus course structure and requirements for mandated delivery.]
	40 hours
Complete Reading to write: Transition to English Studies as the first unit of work.
	40 hours
Elective A: Voices of Australia will be completed as the second focus area.
	40 hours
Elective D: Playing the game will be completed as the third focus area.

	Text(s) and textual form
[There are no prescribed texts for Year 11. Identify the full name, publisher’s details and the textual form of the text(s) being taught within this focus area. Identify which is the core text and which are supporting texts. Ensure that none of the texts you have selected are on the NESA HSC English prescriptions 2027–2028. Confirm that no supporting texts are found on the Drama Stage 6 Prescriptions to make sure that you do ‘not teach any HSC course prescriptions until the commencement of the HSC course(s)’ (ACE rule 3.1.2.5). The alignment to the across Stage 6 text requirements is outlined in Table 5.]
	A range of short texts including:
Chan Q (2016) ‘What the doctor recommended’ in Ridge J (ed) The Book That Made Me, Walker Books Australia, Newtown, ISBN:9781922244888 (nf)
Norton Lodge Z (2015) ‘The Marron’ in Almost Sincerely, The Giramondo Publishing Company Pty Ltd, Artarmon, ISBN 9781922146854 (pf)
Mununggurr-Williams M (2019) ‘I run’ in Stavanger D and Te Whiu A (eds) Solid Air: Australian and New Zealand Spoken Word, University Queensland Press (UPQ), Brisbane, IBSN: 9780702262593 (pp)
	Kruckmeyer F (2015) The Violent Outburst That Drew Me to You, Currency Press Pty Ltd, Strawberry Hills, ISBN: 9781925005325 (d)
Mununggurr-Williams M ‘Double Threat (2:22)’ (pp)
	A range of short texts including:
sports reports (nf)
extracts from biographies (nf)
extracts from films
documentary – Bender Wynn K (director) (2023) Matildas: The World at our Feet, Barking Mad Productions and Station 10 Media production, Australia (f/nf) or Darling I (director) (2019) The Final Quarter, Shark Island Productions, Australia (f/nf)

	Assessment due date
[State the day, date, term and year.]
	Term 1, Week 8
	Term 2, Week 8
	Term 3, Week 7

	Assessment outline
[Provide a brief outline of the core components of the formal assessment task, including the modes assessed.]
	Portfolio of writing and reflection – students submit a portfolio of writing drawn from tasks completed in class throughout the term. Students will submit 3 texts composed in class and select one to be marked for the assessment. They will submit a:
performance poem
hybrid discursive text
narrative.
Students will also submit a reflection explaining:
· how the stages of the writing process supported their composition
· how language choices have changed depending on the purpose, and form of each text
their choice for selecting one text for marking.
	Advertising campaign – students will work in a group to create an advertising campaign for a performance of the core text. This may include a range of texts such as a:
poster
radio advertisement
review for social media
performance program
design for an item for the merchandise stand (for example, keyring, t-shirt, coffee mug).
	Composition – students will compose a text related sporting event. Students can choose to compose either a:
sports report
short story that draws inspiration from the event
motivational speech for the team or athletes
short film documentary about the team or athletes
short biography or extract from a biography.

	Formal assessment outcomes
[Use the syllabus outcome codes. Aim for 3 to 4. This provides colleagues with an opportunity to cross reference knowledge, skills and understanding in relation to purpose and product.]
	A student:
ESD-11-01 uses strategies to explain information and ideas in a variety of texts
ESD-11-04 composes critical and creative texts that structure information and ideas for particular purposes
ESD-11-05 communicates ideas and perspectives using accurate terminology, grammar and textual evidence
	A student:
ESD-11-02 explains how authors shape meaning and influence audiences through context, textual form and features in a range of modes and mediums
ESD-11-03 identifies connections between texts
ESD-11-05 communicates ideas and perspectives using accurate terminology, grammar and textual evidence
	A student:
ESD-11-01 uses strategies to explain information and ideas in a variety of texts
ESD-11-04 composes critical and creative texts that structure information and ideas for particular purposes
ESD-11-05 communicates ideas and perspectives using accurate terminology, grammar and textual evidence

	Important information for the teaching and learning unit
[Record important notes for the unit writer(s). You might explain essential activities, resources or evaluation notes, and so on. You might refer to evaluation documents they could use to assist their writing process.]
	Complete Reading to write: Transition to English Studies as the first unit of work.
	Students must complete an additional 2–3 elective focus areas.
	Students must complete an additional 2–3 elective focus areas.

	Staff responsible for the teaching and learning unit, resource creation, assessment notification and the associated timeline
[Identify the names of the staff responsible for writing or updating the unit and associated material. Also include due dates.]
	
	
	

	In addition to Reading, Writing and Representing, the modes addressed throughout the teaching and learning unit include
[Outline the core modes, as per the focus areas, selected outcomes and the assessment. This helps ensure students are supported to develop a range of knowledge and skills.]
	Speaking [TBD]
Listening [TBD]
Viewing [TBD]
	Speaking [TBD]
Listening [TBD]
Viewing [TBD]
	Speaking [TBD]
Listening [TBD]
Viewing [TBD]

	Evaluation results and plans for the future delivery of this content
[Evaluate the unit in consultation with students and staff, record the evaluations and implement them prior to the next teaching and learning cycle.]
	
	
	




[bookmark: _Toc213998904]Year 11 course structure and requirements
For the English Studies Year 11 course, students are required to:
complete 120 indicative hours
complete Reading to write: Transition to English Studies as the first unit of work
complete an additional 2–3 elective focus areas.
Text requirements
There are no prescribed texts for Year 11.
Students are required to study ONE substantial multimodal text, which could be film or media.
Students are required to study ONE substantial print text, which could be prose fiction, nonfiction, poetry or drama.
Consult NESA’s English Studies Course structure and requirements and Year 11 English Studies school-based assessment to ensure you are meeting all requirements. Use the department’s Stage 6 – monitoring implementation and support. It is also essential all text choices align with the Controversial issues in schools policy and Comply with audiovisual material requirements. Follow the department’s guidelines for communicating with parents and carers about texts. The templates in Text selection notification have been created as a guide and should be adapted as necessary to suit each school’s specific context. The guidelines for Selecting texts for English 7–10 are also relevant for Stage 6.
The components and weightings for Year 11 are mandatory and are outlined in the Year 11 English Studies school-based assessment section of the syllabus. This will assist your planning for this requirement.
Table 2 – Year 11 English Studies course requirements
	Focus area and indicative hours
	Text requirements addressed in the focus area
	[School name] text selections
	Assessed outcomes, component and weighting

	Reading to write: Transition to English Studies
40 hours
	A range of Australian texts
A range of types of texts
Integrated modes of reading, listening, viewing and representing
· Texts authored by Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander Peoples
Cultural, social and gender perspectives
	A range of short texts including:
Chan Q ‘What the doctor recommended’ (nf)
Norton Lodge Z ‘The Marron’ (pf)
Mununggurr-Williams M ‘I run’ (pp)
	ESD-11-01, ESD-11-04, ESD-11-05
Portfolio of writing and reflection (30%)
Part A – writing portfolio (20%)
Part B – reflection (10%)

	Elective A: Voices of Australia
40 hours
	Drama
Australian
Youth culture and gender perspectives
	Kruckmeyer F The Violent Outburst That Drew Me to You (d)
Mununggurr-Williams M ‘Double Threat (2:22)’ (pp)
	ESD-11-02, ESD-11-03, ESD-11-05
Advertising campaign (35%)

	Elective D: Playing the game
40 hours
	A range of types of texts
A range of Australian texts
	A range of short texts including:
sports reports
extracts from biographies
extracts from films
documentary – Bender Wynn K The World at our Feet (f/nf) or Darling I The Final Quarter (f/nf)
	ESD-11-01, ESD-11-04, ESD-11-05
Composition (35%)




[bookmark: _Toc213998905]Year 12 English Studies planning sample
Guidance for using this table is provided above within the Year 11 English Studies planning sample.
This sample contains the feature of pre-filled cells that allow you to select the prescribed texts set for study. The individual poems set for study within each poetry anthology are not included in the drop-down menu options. Please ensure you have the list of all poems set for study and your learning sequences cover all poems. The instructions provided in the column labelled ‘Syllabus planning component’ should be enacted across all columns as part of the planning process.
Table 3 – assessment, teaching and learning plans
	Syllabus planning component
	Focus area – Narrative and human experiences
	Focus area – Elective E: Lyrical voices
	Focus area – Writing for purpose
	Focus area – Elective H: Uncovering the truth

	Unit timing
[Identify hours and order of program delivery. Check the English Studies 11–12 Syllabus course structure and requirements for mandated delivery.]
	35 hours
Narrative and human experiences will be completed as the first unit of work.
Teacher note: it is not mandated that this focus area must be completed first. Some schools may find it better to teach this focus area later to accommodate students who move to the English Studies course later and elect to complete the HSC Examination.
	25 hours
Elective E: Lyrical voices will be completed as the second unit of work.
	35 hours
Writing for purpose will be completed as the third unit of work.
This unit of learning may be studied concurrently with Narrative and human experiences and the electives, however, the sample program is designed as a standalone unit.
	25 hours
Elective H: Uncovering the truth will be completed as the fourth unit of work.

	Text(s) and textual form
[Ensure your core text Narrative and human experiences and Writing for purpose are drawn from the NESA HSC English prescriptions 2027–2028 and the text requirements. Confirm that no supporting texts are found on the Drama Stage 6 Prescriptions to make sure that you do ‘not teach any HSC course prescriptions until the commencement of the HSC course(s)’ (ACE rule 3.1.2.5).]
	van Neerven, Ellen (ed), Flock: First Nations Stories Then and Now, University of Queensland Press, 2021, ISBN: 9780702263033 (pf)
	Perkins R (2009) Bran Nue Dae, Roadshow Entertainment (f)
Beer S (2024) Thunderhead (pf)
	Araluen, Evelyn, ‘Finding Ways Home’ in Growing Up Aboriginal in Australia, Black Inc Books, 2018, Collingwood, Victoria ISBN: 9781863959810 (nf) 
Garner, Helen, ‘Dear Mrs Dunkley’ in Everywhere I Look, Text Publishing, 2016, Melbourne, Victoria, ISBN: 9781922253644 (nf) (nf) 
Lesson, Luka, ‘May Your Pen Grace the Page’ (pp)
Winton, Tim, ‘My Father’s Axe’, in Scission, Penguin Group Australia, 2016, Melbourne, Victoria, ISBN: 9781742537009 (pf)
	Kaldy A (2020) Track: Search for Australia’s Bigfoot, MoonLark Media, Australia (nf/f)
A selection of short texts such as podcast episodes, short form documentaries and websites.

	Assessment due date
[State the day, date, term and year.]
	Term 4, Week 8 [TBC]
	Term 1, Week 8 [TBC]
	Term 2, Week 8 [TBC]
	Term 3, Week 7 [TBC]

	Assessment outline
[Provide a brief outline of the core components of the formal assessment task, including the modes assessed.]
	Panel discussion – in small groups, students will participate in a filmed panel discussion, where each student introduces a related text and draws connections between its themes, characters or context and those of the prescribed text. The recording will be submitted for assessment.
	Soundtrack and analysis – students will compose a song list of 3 to 4 songs to accompany an imagined short film version of a piece of creative writing that they composed in Term 1. They will annotate 2 of the chosen songs and explain why these are effective choices for the soundtrack or playlist.
	Examination – students will complete comprehension questions on the texts studied in class and unfamiliar texts. They will choose one of the prescribed texts as a model for their own writing.
	Folio and composition – students will collect a range of texts (for example, news articles, podcasts, social media posts and documentaries), that explore a topic or issue from a list provided by the teacher, such as:
climate change
identity
health
working life
the economy.
They analyse the representation of the topic in each text. They produce their own text on the topic in the form of their own choosing, such as a short film, a visual essay and explanation, or a website.

	Formal assessment outcomes
[Use the syllabus outcome codes. Aim for 3 to 4. This provides colleagues with an opportunity to cross reference knowledge, skills and understanding in relation to purpose and product.]
	A student:
ESD-12-01 uses strategies to explain and interpret information, ideas and perspectives in a variety of texts
ESD-12-03 describes connections between texts
ESD-12-04 composes critical and creative texts that structure ideas, information and arguments for particular purposes
	A student:
ESD-12-01 uses strategies to explain and interpret information, ideas and perspectives in a variety of texts
ESD-12-02 analyses how authors shape meaning and influence audiences through context, textual form and features in a range of modes and mediums
ESD-12-04 composes critical and creative texts that structure ideas, information and arguments for particular purposes
	A student:
ESD-12-01 uses strategies to explain and interpret information, ideas and perspectives in a variety of texts
ESD-12-02 analyses how authors shape meaning and influence audiences through context, textual form and features in a range of modes and mediums
ESD-12-04 composes critical and creative texts that structure ideas, information and arguments for particular purposes
	A student:
ESD-12-01 uses strategies to explain and interpret information, ideas and perspectives in a variety of texts
ESD-12-03 describes connections between texts
ESD-12-05 communicates perspectives and arguments using accurate terminology, grammar and textual evidence

	Important information for the teaching and learning unit
[Record important notes for the unit writer(s). You might explain essential activities, resources or evaluation notes, and so on. You might refer to evaluation documents they could use to assist their writing process.]
	It is not mandated that this focus area must be completed first. Some schools may find it better to teach this focus area later to accommodate students who move to the English Studies course later and elect to complete the HSC Examination.
	
	This unit of learning may be studied concurrently with Narrative and human experiences and the electives, however, the sample program is designed as a standalone unit.
	

	Staff responsible for the teaching and learning unit, resource creation, assessment notification and the associated timeline
[Identify the names of the staff responsible for writing or updating the unit and associated material. Also include due dates.]
	
	
	
	

	In addition to Reading, Writing and Representing, the modes addressed throughout the teaching and learning unit include
[Outline the core modes, as per the focus areas, selected outcomes and the assessment. This helps ensure students are supported to develop a range of knowledge and skills.]
	Speaking [TBD]
Listening [TBD]
	Listening [TBD]
	
	Viewing [TBD]
Listening [TBD]

	Evaluation results and plans for future delivery of this content
[Evaluate the unit in consultation with students and staff, record the evaluations and implement them prior to the next teaching and learning cycle.]
	
	
	
	




[bookmark: _Toc213998906]Year 12 course structure and requirements
For the English Studies Year 12 course, students are required to:
complete the Year 11 course as a prerequisite
complete 120 indicative hours
complete Narrative and human experiences, Writing for purpose and an additional 2 elective focus areas.
Text requirements
Students are required to study a wide range of texts, with ONE substantial text drawn from each of the following categories:
print text, which could be prose fiction, nonfiction, poetry or drama
multimodal text, which could be film or media.
For Narrative and human experiences, students are required to study:
ONE text from the prescribed text list.
For Writing for purpose, students are required to study:
At least FOUR short texts from the prescribed text list.
Consult NESA’s English Studies Course structure and requirements, Year 12 English Studies school-based assessment and HSC English prescriptions 2027–2028 documents to ensure you are familiar with all requirements. It is also essential all text choices align with the Controversial issues in schools policy and Comply with audiovisual material requirements. Follow the department’s guidelines for communicating with parents and carers about texts. The templates in Text selection notification have been created as a guide and should be adapted as necessary to suit each school’s specific context. The guidelines for Selecting texts for English 7–10 are also relevant for Stage 6.
The components and weightings for Year 12 are mandatory and are outlined in the Year 12 English Studies school-based assessment section of the syllabus. This will assist your planning for this requirement.
Table 4 – Year 12 English Studies course requirements
	Focus area and indicative hours
	Text requirements addressed in the focus area
	Prescribed text(s)
	Assessed outcomes, components and weighting

	Narrative and human experiences
35 hours
	Prose fiction
Prescribed text
Quality literature
Authored by Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander Peoples
Offers a range of cultural, social and gender perspectives, and popular and youth cultures
	van Neerven, Ellen (ed), Flock: First Nations Stories Then and Now, University of Queensland Press, 2021, ISBN: 9780702263033 (pf)
	ESD-12-01, ESD-12-03, ESD-12-04
Panel discussion (20%)

	Elective E: Lyrical voices
25 hours
	· A range of Australian texts
· Texts authored by Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander Peoples
· ONE substantial print text (pf)
· ONE substantial multimodal text (f)
· Popular and youth culture perspectives
Integrated modes of reading, listening, viewing and representing
	Perkins R (2009) Bran Nue Dae, Roadshow Entertainment (f)
Beer S (2024) Thunderhead (pf)
	ESD-12-01, ESD-12-02, ESD-12-04
Soundtrack and analysis (25%)

	Writing for purpose
35 hours
	Nonfiction
FOUR short prescribed texts
Quality literature
	Araluen, Evelyn, ‘Finding Ways Home’ in Growing Up Aboriginal in Australia, Black Inc Books, 2018, Collingwood, Victoria ISBN: 9781863959810 (nf) 
Garner, Helen, ‘Dear Mrs Dunkley’ in Everywhere I Look, Text Publishing, 2016, Melbourne, Victoria, ISBN: 9781922253644 (nf) (nf) 
Lesson, Luka, ‘May Your Pen Grace the Page’ (pp)
Winton, Tim, ‘My Father’s Axe’, in Scission, Penguin Group Australia, 2016, Melbourne, Victoria, ISBN: 9781742537009 (pf)
	ESD-12-01, ESD-12-02, ESD-12-04
Examination (30%)
Part A – reading (10%)
[bookmark: _Hlk194053350]Part B – writing (20%)

	Elective H: Uncovering the truth
25 hours
	· Nonfiction
· Multimodal texts
· Australian texts
Film, media and digital texts
	Kaldy A (director) (2020) Track: Search for Australia’s Bigfoot [motion picture], MoonLark Media, Australia (nf/f)
A selection of short texts such as podcast episodes, short form documentaries and websites.
	ESD-12-01, ESD-12-03, ESD-12-05
Folio and composition (25%)




[bookmark: _Toc213998907]Across Stage 6 English Studies requirements
Consult the English Studies 11–12 Syllabus (NESA 2024) for the outline of the Course structure and requirements. Across Stage 6 the selection of texts must give students experience of the requirements detailed in the table below.
Table 5 – across Stage 6 English Studies requirements
	Across Stage 6 requirements
	Year 11
	Year 12

	Texts that are widely regarded as quality literature
	Mununggurr-Williams M ‘I run’ — Reading to write: Transition to English Studies
Mununggurr-Williams M ‘Double Threat (2:22)’ – Voices of Australia
	van Neerven E (ed) Flock: First Nations Stories Then and Now – Narrative and human experiences
Perkins R Bran Nue Dae – Lyrical voices

	A range of Australian texts
	Norton Lodge Z ‘The Marron’ – Reading to write: Transition to English Studies
Kruckmeyer F The Violent Outburst That Drew Me to You – Voices of Australia
Bender Wynn K The World at our Feet or Darling I The Final Quarter – Playing the game
	Beer S Thunderhead – Lyrical voices
Perkins R Bran Nue Dae – Lyrical voices
Kaldy A Track: Seach for Australia’s Bigfoot – Uncovering the truth

	A range of texts authored by Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander Peoples
[See the NESA syllabus for considerations for the selection and teaching of Texts authored by Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander Peoples.]
	Mununggurr-Williams M ‘I run’ – Reading to write: Transition to English Studies
Mununggurr-Williams M ‘Double Threat (2:22)’ – Voices of Australia
	van Neerven E (ed) Flock: First Nations Stories Then and Now – Narrative and human experiences
Perkins R Bran Nue Dae – Lyrical voices

	Prose fiction
	Norton Lodge Z ‘The Marron’ – Reading to write: Transition to English Studies
	Beer S Thunderhead – Lyrical voices
Winton T ‘My Father’s Axe’ – Writing for purpose

	Drama
	Kruckmeyer F The Violent Outburst That Drew Me to You – Voices of Australia
	Perkins R Bran Nue Dae – Lyrical voices

	Poetry
	Mununggurr-Williams M ‘I run’ – Reading to write: Transition to English Studies
Mununggurr-Williams M ‘Double Threat (2:22)’ – Voices of Australia
	Lesson L ‘May Your Pen Grace The Page’ – Writing for purpose

	Nonfiction
	Chan Q ‘What the doctor recommended’ – Reading to write: Transition to English Studies
Bender Wynn K The World at our Feet or Darling I The Final Quarter – Playing the game
Selection of short texts – sports reports, extracts from biographies, film extracts – Playing the game
	Selection of podcast episodes and documentaries – Uncovering the truth
Garner H ‘Dear Mrs Dunkley’ – Writing for purpose
Araluen E ‘Finding Ways Home’ – Writing for purpose

	Film
	Bender Wynn K The World at our Feet or Darling I The Final Quarter – Playing the game
	Kaldy A Track: Seach for Australia’s Bigfoot – Uncovering the truth

	Media
	Selection of short texts – sports reports, extracts from biographies, film extracts – Playing the game
	Selection of short texts – news articles, short documentaries – Uncovering the truth

	Digital texts
	Text name: [TBD]
Relevant focus area:
	Text name: [TBD]
Relevant focus area:

	Texts with a wide range of cultural, social and gender perspectives, and popular and youth cultures
[This is an indication of the texts’ alignment to the focus area, this will be refined based on the approach taken in the teaching and learning program.]
	☒ Social perspectives –
Kruckmeyer F The Violent Outburst that Drew Me to You – Voices of Australia
☒ Cultural perspectives –
Mununggurr-Williams M ‘I run’ – Reading to write: Transition to English Studies
Chan Q ‘What the doctor recommended’ – Reading to write: Transition to English Studies
Mununggurr-Williams M ‘Double Threat (2:22)’ – Voices of Australia
☒ Gender perspectives –
Mununggurr-Williams M ‘I run’ – Reading to write: Transition to English Studies
Bender Wynn K The World at our Feet – Playing the game
Mununggurr-Williams M ‘Double Threat (2:22)’ – Voices of Australia
☒ Youth cultures –
Chan Q ‘What the doctor recommended’
Kruckmeyer F The Violent Outburst that Drew Me to You – Voices of Australia
	☒ Social perspectives –
van Neerven E (ed) Flock: First Nations Stories Then and Now – Narrative and human experiences
Beer S Thunderhead – Lyrical voices
Perkins R Bran Nue Dae – Lyrical voices
☒ Cultural perspectives –
van Neerven E (ed) Flock: First Nations Stories Then and Now – Narrative and human experiences
☒ Gender perspectives – 
Beer S Thunderhead – Lyrical voices
☒ Youth cultures –
Beer S Thunderhead – Lyrical voices

	Integrated modes of reading, writing, listening, speaking, viewing and representing, where appropriate
[This is an indication of the texts alignment to the area, this will be refined based on the approach taken in the teaching and learning program.]
[Reading, writing and representing apply to all texts in English.]
	☒ Listening –
Mununggurr-Williams M ‘I run’ – Reading to write: Transition to English Studies
Mununggurr-Wiliams M ‘Double Threat (2:22)’ – Voices of Australia
☒ Speaking –
Kruckmeyer F The Violent Outburst That Drew Me to You – Voices of Australia
☒ Viewing –
Bender Wynn K The World at our Feet or Darling I The Final Quarter – Playing the game
	☒ Listening –
Lesson L ‘May Your Pen Grace The Page’ – Writing for purpose
☒ Speaking –
Lesson L ‘May Your Pen Grace The Page’ – Writing for purpose
☒ Viewing –
Perkins R Bran Nue Dae – Lyrical voices
Kaldy A Track: Seach for Australia’s Bigfoot – Uncovering the truth




[bookmark: _Toc213998908]Important resources for teaching English Studies
The table below contains a range of important websites and documents that should be used to inform the planning of English Studies syllabus delivery.
Table 6 – important resources for teaching English Studies
	Title and link
	Relevance for English Studies teaching

	NESA – English syllabuses
	The first source that should be accessed for all teaching and learning information related to Stage 6 English. The NSW Education Standards Authority (NESA) is responsible for the syllabus materials used to teach in NSW and the HSC examination.

	NESA – English Studies 11–12 Syllabus
	The Stage 6 syllabuses reflect NSW and nationally agreed educational goals. They provide broad learning outcomes that summarise the knowledge, understanding, skills, values and attitudes important for students. Syllabuses are aligned to the Australian Core Skills Framework (ACSF) and include the content of the Australian Curriculum as well as additional descriptions that clarify the scope and depth of learning.
NESA syllabuses support a standards-referenced approach to assessment by detailing the important knowledge, understanding, skills, values and attitudes students will develop and outlining clear standards of what students are expected to know and be able to do.

	NESA – English Life Skills 11–12 syllabus
	Some students with intellectual disability may find Years 11–12 Life Skills outcomes and content the most appropriate option to follow in Stage 6. Before deciding that a student should undertake a course based on Life Skills outcomes and content, consideration should be given to other ways of assisting the student to engage with the outcomes of the equivalent Stage 6 course.
The English Life Skills 11–12 Syllabus aligns with the English Standard 11–12 Syllabus and English Studies 11–12 Syllabus to provide opportunities for integrated delivery.

	NESA – HSC English prescriptions 2027–2028
	The HSC English prescriptions 2027–2028 can be downloaded from the Course structure and requirements section of the syllabus, or found in the files in the Teaching and learning support tab. This provides essential information about texts prescribed for HSC study for all English courses. There is a link to the English prescriptions provided on each Stage 6 English syllabus page. 

	NESA – Assessment in English Studies
	This part of the syllabus provides advice and requirements for school-based assessment programs for Year 11 and Year 12. To determine a grade for Year 11 English Studies students, the Common grade scale for preliminary courses should be used. The English Studies Year 12: Achievement level descriptions provide the standards to be used for reporting student achievement on school-based assessment. The Performance band descriptions for English Studies are used by NESA to report a student’s level of achievement in the optional HSC examination for English Studies.

	NESA – Assessment and Reporting
	This webpage provides links to resources covering school-based assessment requirements, the principles of effective assessment, assessment in practice and the awarding of grades in Stage 6.

	NESA – English Studies Year 12: Achievement level descriptions
	[bookmark: _Hlk194055173]The achievement level descriptions give information about the typical performance of students in the relevant ‘bands’ in English Studies for the HSC. All students who complete the course receive a grade representing their overall achievement on school-based assessment.

	NESA – Course prescriptions for Drama Stage 6 2025–2027
	The study of texts prescribed in any course for the Higher School Certificate examination may not begin before the completion of the Preliminary course. ‘Study’ here means teacher-directed study and does not apply to attending performances in the Preliminary course of any plays prescribed as HSC texts in Australian Drama and Theatre, Studies in Drama and Theatre, or the Design list for the Individual Project. Students should not be involved in productions of any of these texts during the Preliminary year.

	NESA – ACE Rules
	Assessment Certification Examination (ACE) provides current, easily accessible information to principals, teachers, parents and students about the rules and procedures set by NESA for secondary education in New South Wales.
Commencement of study of prescribed texts: ACE rule 3.1.2.5 mandates that ‘in Stage 6, schools must not teach any HSC course prescriptions until the commencement of the HSC course(s)’.

	NESA – Compressed HSC curriculum delivery
	NESA provides advice and guidelines for schools enacting a compressed curriculum delivery model. This includes information about course commencement dates for Year 11 and Year 12. ACE rule 13.2.1 provides additional guidance regarding the delivery of a compressed curriculum.

	NSW DoE – Stage 6 – monitoring implementation and support
	This information provides guidance for schools when developing monitoring procedures to ensure Year 11 and Year 12 courses and student patterns of study comply with NESA and department requirements for the HSC. Record of school achievement (RoSA) information provides guidance for schools when developing monitoring procedures for the Record of School Achievement (RoSA).

	NSW DoE – English Studies 11–12 Syllabus (2024) – information for school leaders
	Learn about the English Studies 11–12 Syllabus (2024) – what has changed and where to get further support.

	NSW DoE – Multicultural education policy
	This policy provides direction and guidance on meeting the educational needs of all students in NSW public schools, including students from culturally, linguistically and religiously diverse backgrounds, and preparing them for effective participation in Australian life. It also contains the Multicultural education procedures document.

	NSW DoE – Curriculum planning and programming, assessing and reporting to parents K–12 policy
	This policy and its Curriculum policy standards document provide DoE requirements regarding how schools plan curriculum and teaching programs including assessment and reporting to parents.

	NSW DoE – Controversial issues in schools policy
	The controversial issues in schools policy provides direction for the management of controversial issues in schools. It contains important information for English teachers and faculty leaders, including what needs to be done to:
understand controversial issues in school contexts
manage controversial issues
comply with audiovisual material requirements
adhere to record-keeping requirements
understand when to gain parents’ or carers’ consent.
The audiovisual material requirements must be complied with when using any audiovisual material in teaching. There are specific requirements regarding principal approval and parental permissions and when to gain parents’ or carers’ permissions for using PG, M and MA rated material in teaching and learning. This applies to all year groups, including Year 11 and 12. This is essential reading for all teachers and faculty leaders.

	NSW DoE – Policy Library
	The policy library contains all current operational policies in the NSW Department of Education. There are many policies that influence teaching, learning and assessment in schools. Schools and staff must ensure that they are acting in accordance with these policies when planning for effective teaching and learning. Schools should ensure that they consider the diverse and unique context of their schools and students when making these decisions and become familiar with the range of policies that affect these groups. These include the Curriculum planning and programming, assessing and reporting to parents K–12 policy, Multicultural education policy, the High potential and gifted education policy, the Inclusive education for students with disability policy and the Aboriginal education policy.




[bookmark: _Toc213998909]The English curriculum 7–12 team
[bookmark: _Hlk193877003]The English curriculum 7–12 team provides support for the delivery of the English curriculum 7–12 in NSW Department of Education high schools. If you have any questions regarding the use of material available or would like additional support, please contact the English curriculum team by emailing English.curriculum@det.nsw.edu.au.
[bookmark: _Toc213998910]Support and alignment
[bookmark: _Hlk193877024][bookmark: _Hlk193361211]Alignment to system priorities and/or needs: this resource is evidence-based, as outlined below and supports English curriculum leaders to advance equitable outcomes, opportunities and experiences for their students. It also provides guidance that enhances the delivery of outstanding leadership and supports the planning of explicit teaching practices as per the goals of the Plan for Public Education. It is an example of Universal Design for Learning and aligns to the School Excellence policy. It is designed to support school and curriculum leaders as they plan syllabus implementation. It can be used during the design and delivery of collaborative curriculum planning, monitoring and evaluation.
Alignment to the School Excellence Framework: this resource aligns with the School Excellence Framework Leading domain – Educational leadership and the Learning domain – Curriculum as it models syllabus-aligned programming and assessment planning. It provides strategies for engaging in collaborative curriculum planning.
Alignment to Australian Professional Standards for Teachers: this resource supports teachers to address Proficient Teacher Standard Descriptors 2.2.2, 2.3.2, 3.2.2, 7.2.2 as it provides an example of how to use syllabus requirements in the planning, design, implementation and review of coherent and well-sequenced programming and assessment plans.
[bookmark: _Hlk193877046]Assessment: further advice to support formative assessment is available on the Planning, programming and assessing 7–12 webpage.
[bookmark: _Hlk195515983]Consulted with: Secondary Curriculum subject matter experts, teachers and head teachers from across NSW.
Differentiation: further advice to support Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander students, students learning English as an additional language or dialect (EAL/D), students with disability and/or additional needs and High Potential and gifted students can be found on the Planning, programming and assessing 7–12 webpage.
NSW Syllabus: English Studies 11–12 Syllabus and English Life Skills 11–12 Syllabus (NESA 2024)
Author: English curriculum 7–12 team
Publisher: State of NSW, Department of Education
Resource: English Studies 11–12 sample syllabus requirements planner
Related resources: further resources to support programming and assessment can be found at Planning, programming and assessing English 11–12.
Professional learning: relevant Professional Learning is available on the English statewide staffroom and through the English curriculum professional learning calendar.
Creation date: 25 March 2025
Review date: 25 March 2027
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