

English Studies 11–12 – sample scope and sequence
This is a sample scope and sequence for English Studies 11–12 and it is aligned to the English Studies 11–12 Syllabus (NESA 2024). Samples of teaching and learning programs and assessment plans outlined in this scope and sequence will be made available on the Planning, programming and assessing English 11–12 webpage throughout 2025.
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[bookmark: _Toc195516882]Rationale
This resource has been developed to assist teachers in NSW Department of Education schools to create and deliver teaching and learning practices that are contextualised to their classroom. All NSW public schools need to plan curricula and develop teaching programs consistent with the Education Act 1990, the NSW Education Standards Authority (NESA) syllabuses and credentialing requirements.
Scope and sequence documents form part of the ongoing evidence schools maintain to comply with the Curriculum planning and programming, assessing and reporting to parents K-12 policy standards, the Stage 6 – monitoring implementation and support information and NESA’s Registration process. The sample scope and sequence uses NESA’s Advice on scope and sequences.
[bookmark: _Toc195516883]Purpose, audience and suggested timeframes
The sample scope and sequence will be useful during the engage and enact Phases of the curriculum implementation cycle. It is not a standalone resource. This sample is teacher facing and is designed to assist teachers as they familiarise themselves with the English Studies 11–12 Syllabus (NESA 2024) and plan for implementation. Many schools will have their own scope and sequence templates. This sample is designed to be flexible and able to be adapted and refined by teachers as they plan for student learning needs.
[bookmark: _Toc176693162][bookmark: _Toc194063354][bookmark: _Toc195516884]Opportunities for collaboration
The following is an outline of some of the ways this sample scope and sequence could be used with colleagues as part of the professional learning cycle.
Use the structure and/or content of the sample as a model of compliant scope and sequencing and make modifications reflective of contextual needs.
Examine the template during faculty meetings and/or planning days and collaboratively refine scope and sequences based on faculty or school goals, or plan opportunities for collaborative development.
Use the programming, assessment or text requirement suggestions as an opportunity to backward map from Year 12 into Year 11 and consider entry points from Stage 5.
Use the planning as an opportunity to consider the individual requirements of the different Year 11 and 12 English courses.
Teacher note: this sample scope and sequence is organised to reflect the student learner journey. The Backward design model was used in the planning stages. It is recommended that teachers begin planning for Stage 6 with the Year 12 course. Skills and knowledge should be identified and the progression of these purposefully mapped through the Year 11 course.


[bookmark: _Toc195516885]Sample scope and sequence for Year 11
The following tables set out the 3 sample programs that make up the English Studies Year 11 scope and sequence.
[bookmark: _Toc195516886]Reading to write: Transition to English Studies – 11.1
In this focus area, students read a range of literary and non-literary texts and use the knowledge gained from their reading to develop their skills as writers. They use comprehension strategies to improve their understanding and knowledge of textual forms and language features to inspire thoughtful discussion and imaginative responses. Engaging with a range of texts provides students opportunities to develop their research, critical thinking and written communication skills.
Table 1 – English Studies Year 11, program 1 – Reading to write: Transition to English Studies
	Essentials
	Program and assessment overview

	Focus area
	Reading to write: Transition to English Studies – the Year 11 course structure and requirements mandate that for the English Studies Year 11 course, students are required to ‘complete Reading to write: Transition to English Studies as the first unit of work’.

	Indicative hours
	40 hours – the Year 11 course structure and requirements mandate the indicative hours for this focus area.

	Guiding questions
	How can engaging with a range of model texts improve reading and writing skills?
How can reading and writing empower people?
Why is it important to be a critical thinker?

	Assessment
	Portfolio of writing and reflection – students submit a portfolio of writing drawn from tasks completed in class throughout the term. Students will submit 3 texts composed in class and select one to be marked for the assessment. They will submit a:
performance poem
hybrid discursive text
narrative.
Students will also submit a reflection explaining:
how the stages of the writing process supported their composition
how language choices have changed depending on the purpose, and form of each text
their choice for selecting one text for marking.

	Outcome codes
	A student:
ESD-11-01 uses strategies to explain information and ideas in a variety of texts
ESD-11-04 composes critical and creative texts that structure information and ideas for particular purposes
ESD-11-05 communicates ideas and perspectives using accurate terminology, grammar and textual evidence

	Aligned Life Skills outcome codes
	A student:
EN-LS-01 communicates in a range of everyday contexts for familiar purposes and audiences
EN-LS-02 uses strategies to communicate for different purposes in different contexts
EN-LS-03 reads, views, represents or responds to texts in familiar contexts
EN-LS-06 responds to a range of ideas and experiences in texts
EN-LS-09 composes texts for a variety of purposes and audiences

	Text and text requirements
	[bookmark: _Hlk193979376]A range of short texts including:
Chan Q ‘What the doctor recommended’ (nf)
Norton Lodge Z ‘The Marron’ (pf)
Mununggurr-Williams M ‘I run’ (pp)
Teacher note: see the Syllabus requirements planner for detailed alignment to text requirements and text references.


[bookmark: _Toc195516887]Elective A: Voices of Australia – 11.2
In this elective focus area, students develop their understanding of the diverse communities, cultural identities and groups in contemporary and historical Australia. Through engaging with a range of literary and everyday texts that represent a diversity of Australian cultures, peoples, perspectives and voices, they develop their awareness and understanding of issues around citizenship, community and cultural identity. Students develop skills in accessing and comprehending information that will enable them to have increasingly informed views on matters of public interest and to express those views as they deepen their sense of Australia’s place in the modern world and its likely place in the future.
Table 2 – English Studies Year 11, program 2 – Elective A: Voices of Australia
	Essentials
	Program and assessment overview

	Elective focus area
	Elective A: Voices of Australia – the course requirements of the Year 11 course structure and requirements mandate that ‘2–3 elective focus areas’ are to be completed.

	Indicative hours
	40 hours – the course requirements of the Year 11 course structure and requirements mandate the indicative hours for Elective focus areas.

	Guiding questions
	Why is it important to recognise representations of ourselves and our world in texts?
How do different textual forms draw on language forms and features to represent uniquely Australian experiences?
How do different textual forms draw on language forms and features to explore ideas about citizenship, cultural identity and belonging?

	Assessment
	Advertising campaign – students will work in a group to create an advertising campaign for a performance of the core text. This will include a range of texts such as a:
poster
radio advertisement
review for social media
performance program
design for an item for the merchandise stand (for example, keyring, t-shirt, coffee mug).

	Outcome codes
	A student:
ESD-11-02 explains how authors shape meaning and influence audiences through context, textual form and features in a range of modes and mediums
ESD-11-03 identifies connections between texts
ESD-11-05 communicates ideas and perspectives using accurate terminology, grammar and textual evidence

	Aligned Life Skills outcome codes
	A student:
EN-LS-02 uses strategies to communicate for different purposes in different contexts
EN-LS-04 uses a range of strategies to engage with texts
EN-LS-06 responds to a range of ideas and experiences in texts
EN-LS-07 identifies ways context influences responses
EN-LS-09 composes texts for a variety of purposes and audiences

	Text and text requirements
	[bookmark: _Hlk193982355]Kruckmeyer F The Violent Outburst that Drew Me to You (d)
Mununggurr-Williams M Double Threat (2:22) (pp)


[bookmark: _Toc195516888]Elective D: Playing the game – 11.3
In this elective focus area, students explore the interplay between language and sport and how language has the power to influence perceptions within the sporting world. Students develop understanding of the ways that language is used in sport to enthuse, motivate, report on and analyse team and individual performances. Through exploring a range of texts composed in various forms, students examine the role of storytelling to represent the experiences of success and failure, building resilience, facing challenges, controversy, fairness and ambition. They develop understanding of the role of language in generating and sustaining interest in sporting stories, constructing particular points of view and reflecting on and challenging perspectives on issues in recreational and professional sport.
Table 3 – English Studies Year 11, program 3 – Elective D: Playing the game
	Essentials
	Program and assessment overview

	Elective focus area
	Elective D: Playing the game – the course requirements of the Year 11 course structure and requirements mandate that ‘2–3 elective focus areas’ are to be completed.

	Indicative hours
	40 hours – the course requirements of the Year 11 course structure and requirements mandate the indicative hours for Elective focus areas.

	Guiding questions
	How can language be used to shape public opinion on sports and athletes?
How do texts that represent the world of sport reveal cultural attitudes and values?
How is language used for different purposes in the world of sport?

	Assessment
	Composition – students will compose a text related sporting event. Students can choose to compose one of the following:
sports report
short story that draws inspiration from the event
motivational speech for the team or athletes
short film documentary about the team or athletes
short biography or extract from a biography.

	Outcome codes
	A student:
ESD-11-01 uses strategies to explain information and ideas in a variety of texts
ESD-11-04 composes critical and creative texts that structure information and ideas for particular purposes
ESD-11-05 communicates ideas and perspectives using accurate terminology, grammar and textual evidence

	Aligned Life Skills outcome codes
	A student:
EN-LS-03 reads, views, represents or responds to texts in familiar contexts
EN-LS-05 identifies ways language forms and features of texts create meaning
EN-LS-10 uses language forms and features to compose texts
EN-LS-11 plans, reflects on and revises the composition of texts

	Text and text requirements
	[bookmark: _Hlk193983475]A range of short texts including:
sports reports (nf)
extracts from biographies (nf)
extracts from films (f)
documentary – Bender Wynn K The World at our Feet (f/nf) or Darling I The Final Quarter (f/nf).




[bookmark: _Toc195516889]Sample scope and sequence for Year 12
The following tables set out the 4 sample programs that make up the English Studies Year 12 scope and sequence.
[bookmark: _Toc195516890]Narrative and human experiences – 12.1
In this focus area, students develop their knowledge and understanding of human experiences through their encounters with narratives. They engage closely with one prescribed text and a variety of other texts to deepen their understanding of the construction of narrative, representation and its relevance in our world. Students consider the impact of perspective in narratives to explore and represent individual and collective human experiences as they make connections between texts and the ways narratives represent motivations, experiences and consequences. Through analysing and composing critical and creative texts, students develop understanding of how context can generate tensions, influence choices and shape perspectives. They consider how language and storytelling can represent perceptions of themselves, their world and rich, diverse human experiences more broadly.
Table 4 – English Studies Year 12, program 1 – Narrative and human experiences
	Essentials
	Program and assessment overview

	Focus area
	Narrative and human experiences – the course requirements of the English Studies Year 12 course structure and requirements indicate that the Writing for purpose focus area ‘may be studied concurrently with Narrative and human experiences and the electives’. The sample program has been designed to be delivered as a standalone unit.

	Indicative hours
	35 hours – the course requirements of the English Studies Year 12 course structure and requirements mandate the indicative hours for this focus area.

	Guiding questions
	How do narratives represent our world and human experiences?
How do connections between texts reveal human motivations, experiences and consequences?
How can understanding the context of composers and responders deepen appreciation of a text?

	Assessment
	Panel discussion – in small groups, students will participate in a filmed panel discussion, where each student introduces a related text and draws connections between its themes, characters or context and those of the prescribed text. The recording will be submitted for assessment.

	Outcome codes
	A student:
ESD-12-01 uses strategies to explain and interpret information, ideas and perspectives in a variety of texts
ESD-12-03 describes connections between texts
ESD-12-04 composes critical and creative texts that structure ideas, information and arguments for particular purposes

	Aligned Life Skills outcome codes
	A student:
EN-LS-02 uses strategies to communicate for different purposes in different contexts
EN-LS-04 uses a range of strategies to engage with texts
EN-LS-06 responds to a range of ideas and experiences in texts
EN-LS-08 recognises the relationships between texts

	Text and text requirements
	[bookmark: _Hlk193983445]van Neerven E (ed) Flock: First Nations Stories Then and Now (pf)
Winch Tara June ‘Cloud Busting’; Weller Archie ‘Shadows on the Wall’; Thompson Adam ‘Honey’; Saward Melanie ‘Galah’; Lucashenko Melissa ‘Dreamers’; Leane Jeanine ‘Forbidden Fruit’


[bookmark: _Toc195516891]Elective E: Lyrical voices – 12.2
In this elective focus area, students develop an understanding of how language is used in song lyrics to recount stories, shape perspectives, inspire action and represent views about the world. They explore how song lyrics and texts about song writing express emotions, attitudes, ideas and themes related to personal and collective experiences. Through engaging with a range of literary and other texts that explore how ideas, experiences and perspectives are communicated through music and lyrics, students consider how aspects of language, form and medium of these texts are central to their power to communicate ideas. Students engage with songs, reviews, music journalism, biographies and documentaries to examine the personal and social effects of lyrical texts and how these are received by audiences in different contexts.
Table 5 – English Studies Year 12, program 2 – Elective E: Lyrical voices
	Essentials
	Program and assessment overview

	Elective focus area
	Elective E: Lyrical voices

	Indicative hours
	25 hours – the course requirements of the English Studies Year 12 course structure and requirements mandate the indicative hours for Elective focus areas. Ensure that the total indicative hours for the 2 elective focus areas to be completed equal ‘50 hours’.

	Guiding questions
	Why is music an effective way to communicate stories and ideas?
How can the use of music and lyrics enhance responses to texts?
How are songs influenced by the context in which they are composed?

	Assessment
	Soundtrack and analysis – students will compose a song list of 3 to 4 songs to accompany an imagined short film version of a piece of creative writing that they composed in English previously. They will annotate 2 of the chosen songs and explain why these are effective choices for the soundtrack or playlist.

	Outcome codes
	A student:
ESD-12-01 uses strategies to explain and interpret information, ideas and perspectives in a variety of texts
ESD-12-02 analyses how authors shape meaning and influence audiences through context, textual form and features in a range of modes and mediums
ESD-12-04 composes critical and creative texts that structure ideas, information and arguments for particular purposes

	Aligned Life Skills outcome codes
	A student:
EN-LS-01 communicates in a range of everyday contexts for familiar purposes and audiences
EN-LS-03 reads, views, represents or responds to texts in familiar contexts
EN-LS-05 identifies ways language forms and features of texts create meaning
EN-LS-07 identifies ways context influences responses

	Text and text requirements
	[bookmark: _Hlk193984494]Perkins R (2009) Bran Nue Dae, Roadshow Entertainment (f)
Beer S (2024) Thunderhead (pf)


[bookmark: _Toc195516892]Writing for purpose – 12.3
In this focus area, students engage with short and extended literary and non-literary texts, to develop their knowledge and skills as writers. They will read at least FOUR prescribed texts as well as texts from their own wide reading and use these as models and inspiration for their own compositions. Students will have the opportunity to write for diverse purposes, audiences and contexts – everyday, social, cultural, academic, community and workplace texts – to deepen their understanding of how language shapes meaning. They will apply comprehension strategies to explore implicit and explicit ideas and attitudes and to consider the connections between texts. Students compose persuasive, informative, imaginative and analytical texts to develop their skills in organising and structuring their ideas, information and arguments. They deepen their understanding of the writing process through planning, drafting, editing and refining their own compositions, making accurate use of spelling, punctuation and grammar.
Table 6 – English Studies Year 12, program 3 – Writing for purpose
	Essentials
	Program and assessment overview

	Focus area
	Writing for purpose – the course requirements of the English Studies Year 12 course structure and requirements indicate that the Writing for purpose focus area ‘may be studied concurrently with Narrative and human experiences and the electives’, however, the sample program is designed as a standalone unit.

	Indicative hours
	35 hours – the course requirements of the English Studies Year 12 course structure and requirements mandate the indicative hours for this focus area.

	Guiding questions
	How can model texts inspire ideas and creative choices in our own compositions?
How is the use of language influenced by the purpose, context and audience of a text?
Why does the recursive writing process improve the final composition?

	Assessment
	Take-home examination – students will complete comprehension questions on the texts studied in class and unfamiliar texts. They will choose one of the prescribed texts as a model for their own writing.

	Outcome codes
	A student:
ESD-12-01 uses strategies to explain and interpret information, ideas and perspectives in a variety of texts
ESD-12-02 analyses how authors shape meaning and influence audiences through context, textual form and features in a range of modes and mediums
ESD-12-04 composes critical and creative texts that structure ideas, information and arguments for particular purposes

	Aligned Life Skills outcome codes
	A student:
EN-LS-05 identifies ways language forms and features of texts create meaning
EN-LS-08 recognises the relationships between texts
EN-LS-09 composes texts for a variety of purposes and audiences
EN-LS-10 uses language forms and features to compose texts
EN-LS-11 plans, reflects on and revises the composition of texts

	Text and text requirements
	[bookmark: _Hlk193985458]Araluen E ‘Finding Ways Home’ (nf)
Lesson L ‘May Your Pen Grace The Page’ (pp)
Garner H ‘Dear Mrs Dunkley’ (nf)
Winton T ‘My Father’s Axe’ (pf)


[bookmark: _Toc195516893]Elective H: Uncovering the truth – 12.4
In this elective focus area, explore how language shapes representations of ideas, situations and events prompting them to question and challenge the concept of the truth. They develop skills in questioning claims, thinking and reading critically. Students strengthen their skills in using analysis and evidence to justify an opinion as they compare and evaluate various texts that address themes of truth and misrepresentation. Students engage with a range of literary and other texts – including true crime, crime fiction and investigative journalism and examine how representations in these texts develop and increase awareness of how language and texts are used to present information, influence opinion, evoke emotional responses, raise questions and encourage further investigation.
Table 7 – English Studies Year 12, program 4 – Elective H: Uncovering the truth
	Essentials
	Program and assessment overview

	Elective focus area
	Elective H: Uncovering the truth

	Indicative hours
	25 hours – the course requirements of the English Studies Year 12 course structure and requirements mandate the indicative hours for Elective focus areas. Ensure that the total indicative hours for the 2 elective focus areas to be completed equal ‘50 hours’.

	Guiding questions
	Why can the concept of ‘truth’ be complex?
How can evidence be used to express a clear and logical opinion?
How can language be used to create representations and misrepresentations of the truth?

	Assessment
	Folio and composition – students will collect a range of texts (for example, news articles, podcasts, social media posts and documentaries), that explore a topic or issue from a list provided by the teacher, such as climate change, identity, health, working life or the economy. They analyse the representation of the topic in each text. They produce their own text on the topic in a form of their own choosing, such as a short film, a visual essay and explanation, or a website.

	Outcome codes
	A student:
ESD-12-01 uses strategies to explain and interpret information, ideas and perspectives in a variety of texts
ESD-12-03 describes connections between texts
ESD-12-05 communicates perspectives and arguments using accurate terminology, grammar and textual evidence

	Aligned Life Skills outcome codes
	A student:
EN-LS-03 reads, views, represents or responds to texts in familiar contexts
EN-LS-05 identifies ways language forms and features of texts create meaning
EN-LS-06 responds to a range of ideas and experiences in texts
EN-LS-09 composes texts for a variety of purposes and audiences

	Text and text requirements
	[bookmark: _Hlk193989202]Kaldy A (2020) Track: Search for Australia’s Bigfoot, MoonLark Media (nf/f)
A selection of short texts such as podcast episodes, short form documentaries and websites.




[bookmark: _Toc195258120][bookmark: _Toc195516894]The English curriculum 7–12 team
[bookmark: _Hlk193877003]The English curriculum 7–12 team provides support for the delivery of the English curriculum 7–12 in NSW Department of Education high schools. If you have any questions regarding the use of material available or would like additional support, please contact the English curriculum team by emailing English.curriculum@det.nsw.edu.au.
[bookmark: _Toc195258121][bookmark: _Toc195516895]Support and alignment
[bookmark: _Hlk193877024][bookmark: _Hlk193361211]Alignment to system priorities and/or needs: this resource is evidence-based, as outlined below and supports English curriculum leaders to advance equitable outcomes, opportunities and experiences for their students. It also provides guidance that enhances the delivery of outstanding leadership and supports the planning of explicit teaching practices as per the goals of the Plan for Public Education. It is an example of Universal Design for Learning and aligns to the School Excellence policy. It is designed to support school and curriculum leaders as they plan syllabus implementation. It can be used during the design and delivery of collaborative curriculum planning, monitoring and evaluation.
Alignment to the School Excellence Framework: this resource aligns with the School Excellence Framework Leading domain – Educational leadership and the Learning domain – Curriculum as it models syllabus-aligned programming and assessment planning. It provides strategies for engaging in collaborative curriculum planning.
[bookmark: _Hlk193878969]Alignment to Australian Professional Standards for Teachers: this resource supports teachers to address Proficient Teacher Standard Descriptors 2.2.2, 2.3.2, 3.2.2 as it provides an example of how to use syllabus requirements in the planning, design, implementation and review of coherent and well-sequenced programming and assessment plans.
[bookmark: _Hlk193877046]Assessment: further advice to support formative assessment is available on the Planning, programming and assessing 7–12 webpage.
[bookmark: _Hlk195515983]Consulted with: Secondary Curriculum subject matter experts, teachers and head teachers from across NSW.
Differentiation: further advice to support Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander students, students learning English as an additional language or dialect (EAL/D), students with disability and/or additional needs and High Potential and gifted students can be found on the Planning, programming and assessing 7–12 webpage.
NSW Syllabus: English Studies 11–12 Syllabus (NESA 2024)
Author: English curriculum 7–12 team
Publisher: State of NSW, Department of Education
Resource: English Studies 11–12 sample scope and sequence
Related resources: further resources to support programming and assessment can be found at Planning, programming and assessing English 11–12.
Professional learning: relevant Professional Learning is available on the English statewide staffroom and through the English curriculum professional learning calendar.
Creation date: 17 January 2025
Review date: 17 January 2027
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