


English Life Skills 11–12 – scope and sequence template
This scope and sequence template for English Life Skills 11–12 is aligned to the English Life Skills 11–12 Syllabus (NESA 2024). A completed sample of this scope and sequence template will be made available on the Planning, programming and assessing English 11–12 webpage throughout 2025.
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[bookmark: _Toc192057823][bookmark: _Toc205209108]Rationale
This resource has been developed to assist teachers in NSW Department of Education schools to create and deliver teaching and learning practices that are contextualised to their classroom. All NSW public schools need to plan curriculum and develop teaching programs consistent with the Education Act 1990, the NSW Education Standards Authority (NESA) syllabuses and credentialing requirements.
Scope and sequence documents form part of the ongoing evidence schools maintain to comply with the Curriculum planning and programming, assessing and reporting to parents K-12 policy standards, the Stage 6 – monitoring implementation and support information and NESA’s Registration process. The scope and sequence template uses NESA’s Advice on scope and sequences.
[bookmark: _Toc176693161][bookmark: _Toc192057824][bookmark: _Toc205209109]Purpose, audience and suggested timeframes
The scope and sequence template will be useful during the engage and enact Phases of the curriculum implementation cycle. It is not a standalone resource. This template is teacher facing and is designed to assist teachers as they familiarise themselves with the English Life Skills 11–12 Syllabus (NESA 2024) and plan for implementation. Many schools will have their own scope and sequence templates. This template is designed to be flexible and able to be adapted and refined by teachers as they plan for student learning needs.
[bookmark: _Toc196831155][bookmark: _Toc198832643][bookmark: _Toc198833721][bookmark: _Toc205209110][bookmark: _Toc176693163][bookmark: _Toc198833725]Life Skills eligibility
Life Skills courses are designed for students with intellectual disability in Years 7 to 12 who cannot access stage or prior stage outcomes with or without adjustments, as determined through Collaborative curriculum planning involving the student, parents or carers, and teachers. They are not suitable for students without intellectual disability or students who could meet outcomes with adjustments.
[bookmark: _Toc198832644][bookmark: _Toc198833722][bookmark: _Toc205209111]Assessment of Life Skills outcomes
Students must demonstrate achievement of one or more Life Skills outcomes. Assessments can be flexible using various options, for example written, spoken, visual and assistive technologies, and may be implemented in different learning environments. Formal assessment of Life Skills outcomes is not required.
NESA has provided assessment advice on the Assessment of Life Skills outcomes webpage. NESA identifies that:
Students are required to demonstrate achievement of one or more Life Skills outcomes. Assessment should provide opportunities for students to demonstrate achievement in relation to the selected outcomes. Assessment can occur in a range of situations or environments, such as the school and the wider community. Evidence of achievement can be based on:
formative assessment opportunities
summative assessment opportunities.
There is no requirement for formal assessment of Life Skills outcomes. Stage 6 Life Skills courses do not have external examinations or mandatory projects.
The assessments in the scope and sequences align with the sample materials that have been published on the Planning, programming and assessing English 7–10 webpage. Each program is supported by a series of formative assessments that build towards an optional formal assessment. Life Skills notes are provided to identify the ways that assessments could be adjusted, or where an alternate task could be provided, where appropriate.
[bookmark: _Toc193375614][bookmark: _Toc198833723][bookmark: _Toc205209112]Text selection
[bookmark: _Hlk201741894]Each school is responsible for selecting texts appropriate for the learning needs of their students and their community context. This is reflective of the guidelines within the NSW Department of Education’s Curriculum planning and programming, assessing and reporting to parents K-12 policy standards and the Controversial issues in schools policy. When planning the texts consult the text considerations for the English Life Skills 11–12 Syllabus, specifically the advice found in the Course structure and the examples informing text selections alongside the Teaching advice found in the focus areas.
[bookmark: _Toc176693162][bookmark: _Toc198833724][bookmark: _Toc205209113]Opportunities for collaboration
The Planning, programming and assessing English 11–12 page provides an outline of some of the ways this scope and sequence template could be used with colleagues as part of the professional learning cycle.
The information for each scope and sequence comes from the relevant NESA information. It is important all collaborators re-read and cross reference the relevant syllabus and assessment and reporting information on the NESA English syllabuses website. This ensures your practice is an accurate reflection of all requirements. Links contained within this resource were correct as of 22 May 2025.


[bookmark: _Toc205209114]Scope and sequence for Year 11
The following tables provide planning space for the 3 programs that make up the English Life Skills Year 11 scope and sequence. The pre-filled rows offer examples and suggestions for delivering English Life Skills 11–12. When planning Life Skills in Stage 6, teachers should consider the diverse needs, interests and preferred communication modes of their students. Using tools that support a collaborative approach to planning and implementation of teaching and learning is supported by extensive research, including CESE’s research What works best 2020 update, which is well worth exploring.
[bookmark: _Toc205209115][Name of program 1]
In this sample program, [provide a brief outline of the purpose of the program].
Table 1 – English Life Skills Year 11, program 1 – [Name of program]
	[bookmark: _Hlk201150630]Essentials
	Program and assessment overview

	Overview
	[Insert description of the teaching and learning focus of the program.]
Focus areas: [insert from syllabus focus areas].

	Indicative hours
	40 hours – the Year 11 course structure and requirements mandates the indicative hours, which can be equally distributed across 4 terms to align with other courses and timetabling. Specialised settings may adjust this distribution to accommodate extracurricular programs or transition activities, ensuring the full 120 hours are met across the year.

	Guiding questions
	[Insert 3 questions that will guide the program, and that use the language of the focus area content.]
[Guiding question 1]
[Guiding question 2]
[Guiding question 3]

	Formative assessment suggestions
	[Insert a brief list of the suggested core formative tasks that support learning in this program.]
Teacher note: see the assessment schedule for detailed explanation of suggested core formative tasks.

	Outcome codes
	[Insert course outcome codes here.]

	Text suggestions
	[Provide an overview of the texts explored in this program.]
Teacher note: see the syllabus requirements planner for detailed alignment to text requirements and text references.


[bookmark: _Toc205209116][Name of program 2]
In this sample program, [provide a brief outline of the purpose of the program].
Table 2 – English Life Skills Year 11, program 2 – [Name of program]
	Essentials
	Program and assessment overview

	Overview
	[Insert description of the teaching and learning focus of the program.]
Focus areas: [insert from syllabus focus areas].

	Indicative hours
	40 hours – the Year 11 course structure and requirements mandates the indicative hours, which can be equally distributed across 4 terms to align with other courses and timetabling. Specialised settings may adjust this distribution to accommodate extracurricular programs or transition activities, ensuring the full 120 hours are met across the year.

	Guiding questions
	[Insert 3 questions that will guide the program, and that use the language of the focus area content.]
[Guiding question 1]
[Guiding question 2]
[Guiding question 3]

	Formative assessment suggestions
	[Insert a brief list of the suggested core formative tasks that support learning in this program.]
Teacher note: see the assessment schedule for detailed explanation of suggested core formative tasks.

	Outcome codes
	[Insert course outcome codes here.]

	Text suggestions
	[Provide an overview of the texts explored in this program.]
Teacher note: see the syllabus requirements planner for detailed alignment to text requirements and text references.


[bookmark: _Toc205209117][Name of program 3]
In this sample program, [provide a brief outline of the purpose of the program].
Table 3 – English Life Skills Year 11, program 3 – [Name of program]
	Essentials
	Program and assessment overview

	Overview
	[Insert description of the teaching and learning focus of the program.]
Focus areas: [insert from syllabus focus areas].

	Indicative hours
	40 hours – the Year 11 course structure and requirements mandates the indicative hours, which can be equally distributed across 4 terms to align with other courses and timetabling. Specialised settings may adjust this distribution to accommodate extracurricular programs or transition activities, ensuring the full 120 hours are met across the year.

	Guiding questions
	[Insert 3 questions that will guide the program, and that use the language of the focus area content.]
[Guiding question 1]
[Guiding question 2]
[Guiding question 3]

	Formative assessment suggestions
	[Insert a brief list of the suggested core formative tasks that support learning in this program.]
Teacher note: see the assessment schedule for detailed explanation of suggested core formative tasks.

	Outcome codes
	[Insert course outcome codes here.]

	Text suggestions
	[Provide an overview of the texts explored in this program.]
Teacher note: see the syllabus requirements planner for detailed alignment to text requirements and text references.




[bookmark: _Toc188017304][bookmark: _Toc198833729][bookmark: _Toc205209118]Scope and sequence for Year 12
The following tables provide planning space for the 4 programs that make up the English Life Skills Year 12 scope and sequence.
[bookmark: _Toc198833730][bookmark: _Toc205209119][Name of program 1]
In this sample program, [provide a brief outline of the purpose of the program].
Table 4 – English Life Skills Year 12, program 1 – [Name of program]
	Essentials
	Program and assessment overview

	Overview
	[Insert description of the teaching and learning focus of the program.]
Focus areas: [insert from syllabus focus areas].

	Indicative hours
	30 hours – the Year 12 course structure and requirements mandates the indicative hours, which can be equally distributed across 4 terms to align with other courses and timetabling. Specialised settings may adjust this distribution to accommodate extracurricular programs or transition activities, ensuring the full 120 hours are met across the year.

	Guiding questions
	[Insert 3 questions that will guide the program, and that use the language of the focus area content.]
[Guiding question 1]
[Guiding question 2]
[Guiding question 3]

	Formative assessment suggestions
	[Insert a brief list of the suggested core formative tasks that support learning in this program.]
Teacher note: see the assessment schedule for detailed explanation of suggested core formative tasks.

	Outcome codes
	[Insert course outcome codes here.]

	Text suggestions
	[Provide an overview of the texts explored in this program.]
Teacher note: see the syllabus requirements planner for detailed alignment to text requirements and text references.


[bookmark: _Toc198833731][bookmark: _Toc205209120][Name of program 2]
In this sample program, [provide a brief outline of the purpose of the program].
Table 5 – English Life Skills Year 12, program 2 – [Name of program]
	Essentials
	Program and assessment overview

	Overview
	[Insert description of the teaching and learning focus of the program.]
Focus areas: [insert from syllabus focus areas].

	Indicative hours
	30 hours – the Year 12 course structure and requirements mandates the indicative hours, which can be equally distributed across 4 terms to align with other courses and timetabling. Specialised settings may adjust this distribution to accommodate extracurricular programs or transition activities, ensuring the full 120 hours are met across the year.

	Guiding questions
	[Insert 3 questions that will guide the program, and that use the language of the focus area content.]
[Guiding question 1]
[Guiding question 2]
[Guiding question 3]

	Formative assessment suggestions
	[Insert a brief list of the suggested core formative tasks that support learning in this program.]
Teacher note: see the assessment schedule for detailed explanation of suggested core formative tasks.

	Outcome codes
	[Insert course outcome codes here.]

	Text suggestions
	[Provide an overview of the texts explored in this program.]
Teacher note: see the syllabus requirements planner for detailed alignment to text requirements and text references.


[bookmark: _Toc198833732][bookmark: _Toc205209121][Name of program 3]
In this sample program, [provide a brief outline of the purpose of the program]. 
Table 6 – English Life Skills Year 12, program 3 – [Name of program]
	Essentials
	Program and assessment overview

	Overview
	[Insert description of the teaching and learning focus of the program.]
Focus areas: [insert from syllabus focus areas].

	Indicative hours
	30 hours – the Year 12 course structure and requirements mandates the indicative hours, which can be equally distributed across 4 terms to align with other courses and timetabling. Specialised settings may adjust this distribution to accommodate extracurricular programs or transition activities, ensuring the full 120 hours are met across the year.

	Guiding questions
	[Insert 3 questions that will guide the program, and that use the language of the focus area content.]
[Guiding question 1]
[Guiding question 2]
[Guiding question 3]

	Formative assessment suggestions
	[Insert a brief list of the suggested core formative tasks that support learning in this program.]
Teacher note: see the assessment schedule for detailed explanation of suggested core formative tasks.

	Outcome codes
	[Insert course outcome codes here.]

	Text suggestions
	[Provide an overview of the texts explored in this program.]
Teacher note: see the syllabus requirements planner for detailed alignment to text requirements and text references.


[bookmark: _Toc198833733][bookmark: _Toc205209122][Name of program 4]
In this sample program, [provide a brief outline of the purpose of the program].
Table 7 – English Life Skills Year 12, program 4 – [Name of program]
	Essentials
	Program and assessment overview

	Overview
	[Insert description of the teaching and learning focus of the program.]
Focus areas: [insert from syllabus focus areas].

	Indicative hours
	30 hours – the Year 12 course structure and requirements mandates the indicative hours, which can be equally distributed across 4terms to align with other courses and timetabling. Specialised settings may adjust this distribution to accommodate extracurricular programs or transition activities, ensuring the full 120 hours are met across the year.

	Guiding questions
	[Insert 3 questions that will guide the program, and that use the language of the focus area content.]
[Guiding question 1]
[Guiding question 2]
[Guiding question 3]

	Formative assessment suggestions
	[Insert a brief list of the suggested core formative tasks that support learning in this program.]
Teacher note: see the assessment schedule for detailed explanation of suggested core formative tasks.

	Outcome codes
	[Insert course outcome codes here.]

	Text suggestions
	[Provide an overview of the texts explored in this program.]
Teacher note: see the syllabus requirements planner for detailed alignment to text requirements and text references.




[bookmark: _Toc193952969][bookmark: _Toc198833734][bookmark: _Toc205209123]The English curriculum 7–12 team
The English curriculum 7–12 team provides support for the delivery of the English curriculum 7–12 in NSW Department of Education high schools. If you have any questions regarding the use of material available or would like additional support, please contact the English curriculum team by emailing English.curriculum@det.nsw.edu.au.
[bookmark: _Toc192237644][bookmark: _Toc198833735][bookmark: _Toc205209124]Support and alignment
[bookmark: _Hlk193877024][bookmark: _Hlk193361211]Alignment to system priorities and/or needs: this resource is evidence-based, as outlined below and supports English curriculum leaders to advance equitable outcomes, opportunities and experiences for their students. It also provides guidance that enhances the delivery of outstanding leadership and supports the planning of explicit teaching practices as per the goals of the Plan for NSW Public Education. It is an example of Universal Design for Learning and aligns to the School Excellence policy. It is designed to support school and curriculum leaders as they plan syllabus implementation. It can be used during the design and delivery of collaborative curriculum planning, monitoring and evaluation.
Alignment to the School Excellence Framework: this resource aligns with the School Excellence Framework Leading domain – Educational leadership and the Learning domain – Curriculum as it models syllabus-aligned programming and assessment planning. It provides strategies for engaging in collaborative curriculum planning.
Alignment to Australian Professional Teaching Standards: this resource supports teachers to address Australian Professional Teaching Standards 2.2.2, 2.3.2, 3.2.2 as it provides an example of how to use syllabus requirements in the planning, design, implementation and review of coherent and well-sequenced programming and assessment plans.
Assessment: further advice to support formative assessment is available on the Planning, programming and assessing 7–12 webpage.
[bookmark: _Hlk193877046]Consulted with: Secondary Curriculum subject matter experts and teachers and head teachers from across NSW; the Inclusion and Wellbeing team, Inclusive Education.
[bookmark: _Hlk193877079]Differentiation: further advice relevant to curriculum can be found on the Planning, programming and assessing 7–12 webpage. Further advice to support Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander students, students learning English as an additional language or dialect (EAL/D), students with disability and/or additional needs and High potential and gifted students is available on these department webpages.
NSW Syllabus: English Life Skills 11–12 Syllabus (NESA 2024)
Author: English curriculum 7–12 team
Publisher: State of NSW, Department of Education
Resource: English Life Skills 11–12 scope and sequence template
Related resources: further resources to support programming and assessment can be found on the NSW Department of Education curriculum website.
Professional learning: relevant Professional Learning is available on the English statewide staffroom and through the English curriculum professional learning calendar.
Creation date: 21 April 2025
Review date: 21 April 2027
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