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8.1 – ‘Knowing the rules to break the rules’
This abbreviated document version contains the public domain core texts that accompany the teaching and learning program for ‘Knowing the rules to break the rules’ – Year 8, Term 1.
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[bookmark: _Toc148432928][bookmark: _Toc148433226]Updating the table of contents
Want to update the table? Have you added content to the document and noticed the page numbers have changed? As you add content to this report, you can update the table of contents to accurately reflect the page numbers within the resource. To update the table:
· Right click on the table and select ‘Update table of contents’ (in the browser version) or ‘Update field’ (in the desktop app). In the browser version, it will automatically update the entire table.
· In the desktop app, you will then need to select ‘Update entire table’. Your table numbers should then update to reflect your changes.


[bookmark: _Toc202441193]About this resource
This core texts booklet has been developed to assist teachers in NSW Department of Education schools to create and deliver teaching and learning programs and assessment that align with the English K–10 Syllabus (NESA 2022). More information is available via How to use the English core texts.
[bookmark: _Toc148432929][bookmark: _Toc148433227][bookmark: _Toc202441194]Purpose of this resource
This core texts booklet is not a standalone resource and aligns with the following support materials for the program ‘Knowing the rules to break the rules’:
Assessment resources: Assessment – 8.1; Core formative tasks – 8.1
Programming resources: Program – 8.1
Resources and activities support in Word: Resources and activities – 8.1
Resources and activities in PowerPoint: Phase 1 – writing imaginatively – 8.1; Phases 4 and 5 – writing analytically – 8.1; Phase 3 – text annotations – Barrett Browning – 8.1; Phase 4 – text annotations – Blake – 8.1; Phase 2 – text annotations – Tempest – ‘Niece’ – 8.1; Phase 3 – text annotations – Tempest – ‘Pond’ – 8.1; Phase 4 – text annotations – Tempest – ‘Thirteen’ – 8.1
Scope and sequence: Year 8.
All documents associated with this resource can be found on the Planning, programming and assessing English 7–10 webpage.
[bookmark: _Toc148432930][bookmark: _Toc148433228][bookmark: _Toc202441195]Target audience
This core texts booklet is created as a teacher resource. It provides the full version of core texts or the full excerpts that are licensed and explored in the ‘Knowing the rules to break the rules’ – Year 8, Term 1 program.
[bookmark: _Toc148432931][bookmark: _Toc148433229][bookmark: _Toc202441196]When and how to use
The core texts provided can be used as a basis for the teacher’s own programming and, assessment processes. Texts have been selected to support teachers as they address the Stage 4 text requirements in the NSW English K–10 Syllabus (NESA 2022). More information is available via How to use the English core texts.
Teacher note: the blue feature boxes include instructions for the classroom teacher engaging with the resource. These are to be deleted by the teacher before issuing the core texts to students.
[bookmark: _Toc177734515][bookmark: _Toc189048926][bookmark: _Toc202441197]Opportunities for collaboration
How to use the English core texts provides an outline of some of the ways the core texts can be used with colleagues.


[bookmark: _Toc180147746][bookmark: _Toc202441198][bookmark: _Hlk164435302]Core texts and text requirements
A succinct overview of the texts required for the teaching and learning program are outlined in the table below. This brief overview provides the name and details of each text, the syllabus requirement being addressed and points of note.
Table 1 – core texts and their alignment to the text requirements
	Text
	Text requirement
	Annotation and overview

	Barrett Browning E (1850) ‘How Do I Love Thee? (Sonnet 43)’ in Sonnets from the Portuguese. A version of this is available at Project Gutenberg. This work is in the public domain.
	Core text 2 contains a range of markers which align to the complex level of the Text complexity scale as per the National Literacy Learning Progression (NLLP) (V3) in that it provides students opportunities to engage with a poetic text with complex levels of vocabulary, subtle modal language, structural features that enhance meaning and impact, and content that is developed through sophisticated techniques such as religious allusion.
EN4-RVL-01 requires students to read texts that are complex in their ideas and construction. This text helps meet the Text requirements for English 7–10 as students are required to engage with a collection of poetry, and a range of fiction and non-fiction texts that are widely regarded as quality literature.
	This is a moderately challenging poem that is accessible to all learners after language and content support. It engages readers with context, code and convention, literary value and intertextuality. Responders will engage with the idea of ‘love’ as having enduring value and the understanding of how poets use language forms and features to enhance meaning and engagement.
A study of this text will allow for the development of reading skills, the appreciation of poetry, and the ways in which composers use language features as a form of expression.

	Blake W (1789) ‘The Echoing Green’ in Songs of Innocence and of Experience. A version of this is available at Project Gutenberg. This work is in the public domain.
	Core text 4 contains a range of markers which align to the complex level of the Text complexity scale as per the NLLP (V3) in that it provides students opportunities to engage with a poetic text with complex levels of meaning or subtlety. It contains multi-clause sentences with varying syntax structures, non-literal descriptive details and context specific symbolism.
EN4-RVL-01 requires students to read texts that are complex in their ideas and construction. This text helps meet the Text requirements for English 7–10 as it contributes to a collection of poetry, and forms part of a range of fiction and non-fiction texts that are widely regarded as quality literature.
	This poem extends readers’ understanding of the connection between context and poetic form. Responders will engage with a traditional and idyllic representation of childhood and age using language forms and features, such as rhyme and consistent meter, which are characteristic of the composer’s context.
A study of this text will allow for the development of reading skills, the appreciation of the development of poetic forms and the ways in which composers use language features as a form of expression. An understanding of this poem will support students to understand how the ‘rules’ of poetry are established, then how later composers respond to them.


Teacher note: there are variations in the spelling and labelling of the titles of the 2 core texts that teachers and students may come across online. Barrett Browning’s poem is sometimes referred to as ‘How Do I Love Thee? Let Me Count the Ways’, while in Blake’s poem ‘Ecchoing’ is commonly spelt with a double ‘c’. We have opted for the titles as listed above and used this consistently through the sample resources.
[bookmark: _Toc148432933][bookmark: _Toc148433231]

[bookmark: _Toc202441199]Core texts
[bookmark: _Toc148432936][bookmark: _Toc148433234]The following texts are included in the teaching and learning program for ‘Knowing the rules to break the rules’ – Year 8, Term 1.
[bookmark: _Toc202441200]Core text 2 – ‘How Do I Love Thee? (Sonnet 43)’ by Elizabeth Barrett Browning
Teacher note: this text is used in Phase 2 of the teaching and learning program for ‘Knowing the rules to break the rules’ – Year 8, Term 1.
How do I love thee? Let me count the ways.
I love thee to the depth and breadth and height
My soul can reach, when feeling out of sight
For the ends of being and ideal grace.
I love thee to the level of every day’s
Most quiet need, by sun and candle-light.
I love thee freely, as men strive for right.
I love thee purely, as they turn from praise.
I love thee with the passion put to use
In my old griefs, and with my childhood’s faith.
I love thee with a love I seemed to lose
With my lost saints. I love thee with the breath,
Smiles, tears, of all my life; and, if God choose,
I shall but love thee better after death.


[bookmark: _Toc202441201]Core text 4 – ‘The Echoing Green’ by William Blake
Teacher note: this text is used in Phase 4 of the teaching and learning program for ‘Knowing the rules to break the rules’ – Year 8, Term 1.
The sun does arise,
And make happy the skies;
The merry bells ring
To welcome the spring;
The skylark and thrush,
The birds of the bush,
Sing louder around
To the bell’s cheerful sound,
While our sports shall be seen
On the Echoing Green.
Old John with white hair,
Does laugh away care,
Sitting under the oak,
Among the old folk.
They laugh at our play,
And soon they all say:
“Such, such were the joys
When we all, girls and boys,
In our youth time were seen
On the Echoing Green.”
Till the little ones, weary,
No more can be merry;
The sun does descend,
And our sports have an end.
Round the laps of their mothers
Many sisters and brothers,
Like birds in their nest,
Are ready for rest,
And sport no more seen
[bookmark: _Toc148432937][bookmark: _Toc148433235]On the darkening Green.
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