Artworld concepts NSW

Artworld concepts define the roles and relationships between artist, artwork, world and audience.

Art critical and

Art making historical studies

Artwork

In Art critical and historical studies,
these concepts provide ways for
students to:

In Art making, these concepts provide
ways for students to:

develop their own practice

Artist interpret and explain the

significance of particular artists,
develop intentions and meanings. Audience artworks, audience responses and
representations of the world during
specific periods and over time

understand their role as an artist

explain the interrelationships
between the Artworld concepts.

Making connections between the Artworld concepts and the ok iflr‘ ~ NSW Department of Education
Viewpoints supports students to shape and interpret material il resources to help plan, program
and conceptual practice.

and assess creative arts K-12
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Viewpoints NSW

Viewpoints are creative and interpretative tools for making and understanding meaning in artworks.

Art critical and

Art making Structural historical studies
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representations in their artworks Artworld concepts and their
orient choices and strategies with reliemsEs
art forms, materials, techniques and consider different meanings in
contexts in artistic practice. artworks and provide ways of
Contemporary framing their own points of view.
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Practice NSW

Practice involves the intentions, choices and actions of artworld practitioners to produce works.

Art critical and

Art making historical studies

\ntentions

In Art critical and historical studies,
students investigate and interpret the
work of a diverse range of artworld
practitioners, including:

In Art making, students investigate
and use:

+ various art forms, to represent
ideas about the world

a visual arts diary to document artists

and reflect on their art making
intentions, choices and actions.

art curators

art critics

art historians.
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and conceptual practice.

Practice
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Understanding Artworld concepts through the Viewpoints NSW

In the
structural
viewpoint,

In the
subjective
viewpoint,

In the cultural
viewpoint,

In the
contemporary
viewpoint,

Artists...

communicate their
representation of ideas
using systems of formal
elements, signs or
symbols.

Artworks...

are symbolic objects that
represent meaning using
visual and multimodal
language.

The world...

is understood using signs,
symbols and codes that
represent ideas about a
time and place.

express individual
feelings, emotions,
imagination and
experiences.

represent emotional,
intuitive or evocative
expressions of personal
memories, experiences
and the subconscious.

is a source of ideas and
experiences that create
emotive and imaginative
responses and memories.

are influenced by and
contribute to the shared
social understandings of
a community.

reflect and represent
social ideologies and
values shaped by
community beliefs and
conditions.

influences artists

to reflect on social,
economic and political
conditions.

interrogate existing
conventions, explore
ambiguities and reassess
assumptions about art.

challenge and
reimagine accepted
ideas, assumptions and
conventions.
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provides established
traditions accepted ideas
and offers opportunities
to imagine different
possibilities.

GOVERNMENT

Audiences...

decode and interpret
visual and multimodal
language to assign
meaning to artworks.

experience artworks

and explore personal
feelings and associations
that shape their
interpretations

interpret and value
artworks informed
by their social and
community perspective.

reconsider established
norms and stimulate
critical discussions
about current ideas and
practices.
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Relationships between Artworld concepts

Artist Artwork

Artist Critics and historians
interpret and analyse how
artists communicate ideas
through visual and/or
multisensory language in
the form of artworks.

Artwork Artists communicate their
ideas through visual and/or
multisensory language in
the form of artworks.

World The world is a source of ideas  Artworks represent the
for the artist. ideas, conditions and events
The artist can influence ideas  €xperienced in the world at
and actions in the world. particular times and places.

World

Critics and historians
interpret how the world
is a source of ideas and
interests for artists in art
making.

Critics and historians explain
and analyse the ways that
artworks represent ideas
about the world, and how
artworks have influenced our
understanding of the world.

Audience Artists communicate ideas to  Audiences interpret, interact
the audience through their with, discuss and ascribe
artworks. meaning to artworks.
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Audiences change over
time and construct different
meanings based on their
beliefs and values.

GOVERNMENT

Critics and historians
evaluate the ways that
artists communicate ideas
to audiences through their
artworks.

Critics and historians explain
how audiences have responded
to artworks in different times
and places, and support
audiences to interpret art from
different points of view.

Critics and historians explain
how audiences’ different
experiences of the world
can influence the ways they
interpret artworks.

© State of New South Wales (Department of Education), 2025.



