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Conversation prompts
Teacher note: this resource could be used to guide student viewing of the interview with Munaldjali Ngugi Nunukal choreographer and director, Stephen Page, Artistic kinship systems (13:19). As they view the interview, the suggested prompts could be used to facilitate discussions and assess and build student knowledge and understanding of Protocols for collaborating with Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Communities and engaging with Cultural works. These prompts could also help spark conversations within the local school community.
Before showing the interview to the class, teachers should preview the film and consider how they introduce the interview. See NESA’s Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander principles and protocols, the ‘Teaching advice (additional): Years 7–10 Working with Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander content’ teaching and learning support documents for dance, drama and music, and Aboriginal Education teaching and learning support: Visual Arts 7–10, for support on approaching Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander content across creative arts subjects. This is also an opportunity to introduce learning about cultural safety in creative arts.
Access the interview with Munaldjali Ngugi Nunukal choreographer and director, Stephen Page, Artistic kinship systems (13:19) and collectively reflect on your learning using the conversation prompts below. 
Table 1 – Artistic kinship systems – conversation prompts
	Time code
	Conversation prompt

	0:00–00:47
	What Aboriginal Cultural Protocols do we see and hear in the opening of this video, and in the way Stephen Page introduces himself? Why are these Cultural Protocols important?

	1:03–2:22
	How does Stephen Page describe the ways his work, Baleen Moondjan, explores personal and Cultural connections to Place, Country and Languages?

	2:23–3:35
	In Baleen Moondjan, Stephen Page uses an artistic metaphor to communicate a story about his mother. Why did he choose this metaphor and what does it tell the audience about Aboriginal Knowledges? 

	3:37–4:13
	What does Stephen Page describe as the first step in following Cultural Protocols when working with Aboriginal communities and telling First Nations stories? How might this Cultural Protocol influence the ways you work in the Creative arts?

	4:15–5:16
	How does the name Bangarra represent artists from many different Countries, communities and Places coming together to tell stories? What does this tell you about collaboration and storytelling in Aboriginal Cultures? 

	5:17–6:15
	How does Stephen Page describe his experience of establishing Cultural Protocols for gaining permissions to engage with songs and stories from different communities and share with mob? How might these Cultural Protocols influence the ways you work in the creative arts?

	6:08–7:17
	What are some of the challenges and Cultural Protocols Stephen Page considers when he is asked to take responsibility for sharing someone else’s story or Cultural Knowledges? How might these Cultural Protocols apply to the ways you work in the creative arts?

	7:18–7:56
	Think about Stephen Page’s shopping trolley metaphor. What does he mean by this and why is this not the right approach? What could the right approach be?

	7:59–8:26
10:53–11:44
	Stephen Page talks about forming a ‘creative clan’ with the different dancers, actors, composers, designers and writers he works with, to tell stories. Later, he talks about ‘old ways’ – artistic kinship systems with different roles representing different art forms. What connections can you see between these 2 ideas?

	8:28–10:54
	What elements of Stephen Page’s collaborative form of First Nations theatrical storytelling can you see represented in the clips and images from Wudjang: Not the Past and Baleen Moondjan?

	11:46–12:24
	How does Stephen Page describe the importance of the artistic kinship system for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples and Cultures?
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