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Conversation prompts
Teacher note: this resource could be used to guide student viewing of the interview with Yorta Yorta/Gunaikurnai theatremaker, Andrea James, Past and present live in us together (11:28). As they view the interview, the suggested prompts could be used to facilitate discussions and assess and build student knowledge and understanding of Protocols for collaborating with Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Communities and engaging with Cultural works. These prompts could also help spark conversations within the local school community.
Before showing the interview to the class, teachers should preview the film and consider how they introduce the interview. See NESA’s Teaching advice (additional): Years 7–10 Working with Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander content document for support on approaching Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander content in the Drama 7–10 Syllabus (2023). This is also an opportunity to introduce learning about cultural safety in drama. 
Access the interview with Yorta Yorta/Gunaikurnai theatremaker, Andrea James, Past and present live in us together (11:28), and collectively reflect on your learning using the conversation prompts below. 
Table 1 – Past and present live in us – conversation prompts
	Time code
	Conversation prompt

	1:47–2:40
	Why does Andrea James describe herself as ‘an accidental playwright’?

	2:40–3:00
	When Andrea James wanted to use theatre to demonstrate connection to Country, what important Cultural Protocols did she use?

	3:15–3:40
	How do the actor’s vocal dynamics, and the sound and lighting design help create atmosphere in the short monologue from the Performing Lines 2020 production of Sunshine Super Girl?

	3:00–10:46
	When she is invited to dramatise the stories of Aboriginal leaders and icons, how does Andrea James show respect for Elders, while creating engaging theatre?

	4:53–5:12
	What techniques are used in this ensemble moment from the Performing Lines 2020 production of Sunshine Super Girl, to help tell Evonne Goolagong Cawley’s life story in a theatrically engaging way?

	6:05–7:00
	Whenever Andrea James is telling an Aboriginal person’s story or is in partnership with Aboriginal communities, she ensures she spends time on Country. Why is this so important?

	7:00–8:44
	Why does Andrea James see theatre as a perfect vehicle for telling Aboriginal stories about the ‘timelessness of dreaming’, where past and present live in Aboriginal Peoples together?

	8:45–9:39
	Andrea James describes theatre as ‘as collaborative artform’, that, ‘suits Aboriginal stories really well’. What collaborative processes did you recognise as you were watching this interview? See the ‘Collaborative processes’ section of NESA’s Dramatic processes: Drama 7–10 document for further support with this prompt.

	8:40–10:45
	Reflecting on all your learning from the Cultural Knowledges and creative processes shared by Andrea James, how will you use your new understanding to honour and respect Cultural Protocols that recognise and respect Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander stories for stage as a vital part of the cultural fabric of Australia?
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