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Music Stage 5 – sample assessment task – Groove expedition
Assessment due date: Term 1 Week 10
Outcomes being assessed
A student:
· MU5-PER-01 performs repertoire with stylistic awareness and musical expression
· MU5-PER-02 manipulates and combines the elements of music in performance to communicate musical ideas
· MU5-COM-01 improvises, arranges or composes with stylistic understanding and musical expression
· MU5-COM-02 manipulates and combines the elements of music to create musical ideas
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Task description
[bookmark: _Toc148336767][bookmark: _Hlk166060133]In a group, perform a jazz or funk piece demonstrating your skills as a performer on either an instrument or voice. Each group member must perform an improvisation as part of the performance. 
The performance must include:
· a melody, harmonic accompaniment, bass line and rhythmic accompaniment. You can choose which role you wish to perform. Your part may fulfil multiple roles.
· musical features performed on your instrument that represent the jazz or funk style. 
The improvisations must include:
· a minimum of 8 bars of solo improvisation demonstrating stylistic awareness and musical expression
· manipulation of the elements of music to create contrast in rhythm and melody (where applicable).
Submission details
Performance of the piece including improvisations will take place during class time. The task will be recorded by your class teacher for reflection opportunities post task.
Formative check-in opportunities
[bookmark: _Toc148336768][bookmark: _Toc148336771]Whole class, group and individual feedback will be provided verbally during lesson time throughout the unit. Students are provided with opportunities to develop their performance and improvisation skills through improvisation activities and rehearsals. Advice on how to rehearse or refine the performance and improvisations during the development phase is provided in the PowerPoint. 
Steps to success
Table 1 – assessment preparation schedule
	What I need to do
	Some ways I can do this

	Form an ensemble group and choose a role for each ensemble member
	Discuss with your ensemble who wants to play which instrument or voice and role

	Select a jazz or funk piece to perform
	Research different jazz or funk pieces, including those studied in class and choose one that suits your ensemble’s skills and interests

	Prepare the melody, harmonic accompaniment, bass line and rhythmic accompaniment
	Work together in your ensemble to arrange the music, making sure each part complements the others and consider where the improvisation solos may be best placed within the arrangement

	Practise the parts individually and as an ensemble
	Schedule rehearsals where some time is spent learning individual parts and some where you rehearse together to work on your ensemble skills

	Perform a minimum 8 bars of solo improvisation (required for each group member)
	Integrate the improvisation skills and processes you have learnt throughout the unit by experimenting with the selected scale and rhythms that reflect the style 
You may like to transcribe some successful musical ideas that you create in your practise that you could integrate into your improvisation as a starting point

	Focus on stylistic awareness and musical expression in both the playing together sections and your improvisation
	Revise the notes taken in class on stylistic characteristics and typical expression for the pieces studied 
Listen to examples of your chosen jazz or funk style and try to incorporate these qualities or musical features into your own playing

	Use contrasting rhythms and melodies in your improvisation
	Practise varying your rhythm and melody
Experiment with syncopation and articulation and how it can alter the rhythm
Consider expression and how the contour of the melody and the complexity of the rhythm can achieve a climax or exciting moment in your solo
Try different combinations to see what sounds best

	Consider staging
	Set your ensemble up so that you have clear sight to communicate with all ensemble members but are also able to engage with your audience

	Consider equipment requirements
	Make a list of all instruments, amplifiers, microphones and equipment that you require for your performance
When rehearsing, practise using this equipment including safely setting and packing it up

	Consider balance and layering of parts
	When rehearsing, discuss with the ensemble which part is important or needs to feature at what bar, to ensure that the balance of the ensemble reflects this (for example, during the solos, the rhythm section needs to sit under the soloist)

	Record your rehearsals for self-reflection
	Record your rehearsals and listen back to identify areas for improvement – remember to gain permission from each ensemble member before recording

	Get feedback from your teacher and classmates
	Be open to constructive criticism and ask specific questions about your performance and improvisation to improve your performance and improvisation skills

	Prepare for the performance in Week 10
	Finalise your parts, practise regularly, take into consideration self, teacher and classmate feedback, and make sure everyone feels confident and ready to perform.
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Assessment rubric
Table 2 – assessment rubric
	Criteria
	A
	B
	C
	D
	E

	Performance
Performs repertoire with stylistic awareness and musical expression integrating musical features specific to the style
	I can consistently perform the piece with musical expression and successfully integrate a range of jazz or funk musical features into my performance.
	I can perform the piece with appropriate musical expression and integrate some jazz or funk musical features into my performance.
	I can perform the piece with sound musical expression and attempt to integrate jazz or funk musical features into my performance.
	I can perform the piece with some musical expression. I can integrate jazz or funk musical features into my performance, but they may be inconsistent.
	I can perform the piece with limited musical expression or integration of jazz or funk musical features. My performance has frequent hesitations.

	Performance
Manipulates and combines the elements of music in performance to communicate musical ideas
	I can manipulate and combine the elements of music in performance to communicate refined musical ideas.
	I can manipulate and combine the elements of music in performance to communicate coherent musical ideas.
	I can manipulate and combine the elements of music in performance to communicate musical ideas.
	I can combine the elements of music in performance to communicate some musical ideas.
	I attempt to combine the elements of music in performance with inconsistencies in communicating musical ideas.

	Composition
Improvises with stylistic understanding and musical expression
	I can proficiently improvise with musical expression and an understanding of style.
	I can appropriately improvise with musical expression and an understanding of style.
	I can improvise with sound musical expression and an understanding of style. 
	I can improvise with some musical expression and show an emerging understanding of style, with support.
	I attempt to improvise with an understanding of style, however musical expression is not evident.

	Composition
Manipulates and combines the elements of music to create contrast in melody and rhythm
	In my improvisation, I can consistently manipulate and combine the elements of music to effectively create contrast in melody and/or rhythm. 
	In my improvisation, I can manipulate and combine the elements of music to effectively create contrast in melody and/or rhythm.
	In my improvisation, I can manipulate and combine the elements of music to create contrast in melody and/or rhythm.
	In my improvisation, I can manipulate and combine the elements of music to create some contrast in melody and/or rhythm with some inconsistencies. 
	In my improvisation, I attempt to combine the elements of music to create contrast in melody and/or rhythm. My improvisation has frequent inconsistencies.
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