
Girl with a Pearl Earring, Johannes Vermeer, Dutch, 1665. 
Oil on canvas. 44.5 x 39 cm

Visual arts diary
The visual arts diary is used for planning, experimentation, investigation, reflection and feedback.

Art making

Experiment 
with:
•	 ideas
•	 materials
•	 techniques

Make a plan for art making

Teacher 
feedback 
and next 
steps

Document:
•	 research
•	 drafts, 

sketches 
and plans 
for artworks

•	 works in 
progress

Record 
annotations 
and self-
reflection

Evaluate what is successful, what could be improved,  
and what isn’t working

Art critical and historical studies

Teacher 
feedback 
and next 
steps

Investigate the artworld

Analyse 
artworks to 
identify key 
features

Interpret 
how 
meaning is 
represented

Make 
connections 
between 
artworld 
concepts, 
viewpoints  
and practice

Include a 
citation and 
key details 
for artworks

Think about ways art critical and historical studies 
can inform art making

The visual arts diary can take 
various forms, including:

a sketchbook, folder or container 
for 3D artworks and materials

photographic media, multimodal 
forms or digital portfolio

hybrid combinations or 
other suitable forms.
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